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To the Laniss of the UN1TED STATES. 
Ne Editor. of this publication hopes, from the 
“ B  eftablithed reputatioa of the feveral tracts of 
‘which it is compofed, that it will be found a more 
complete fvftem for the inftruction of the female 
world than perhaps any other extant. ~ 


doe A volume, under the prefent title, was lately pub- | 


‘lithed in England and Ireland, and hada moft rapid 


fale, having been purchafed by almoft every lady of © 


tafte inthoie kingdums.. To this volume the Editor 
has added Mus: More’s effays—rudiments of tafte, by 
the countels of Carlifle—Mrs. Chapone’s letter on the 
government of the temper—and Swift’s-letter to a 
young lady, newly married. Thefe have confidera- 
bly enhanced its value—and he doubts not, the ladies, 


on this fide the Atlantic, will be as generous in their _ 
encouragement of a work intended for thei: advantage, 


_ as thofe in England and Ireland have been, . 
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LNWER OO UC TLO.N. 


T is with the utmoit diffidence: that the following 

pages are fubmitted to the infpection of the pub- 
dic: : yet, however the limited abilities of the author 
may have prevented her from fucceeding to her with, 
in the execution of her prefent attempt, fhe ical 
tr ufts that the uprightnefs of her intention will pro- 


‘cure it a candid and fayou urable receptio Thefe lit- 
ee Of: 


tle elfays are chiefly calculated for the 
her own roe who, fhe Hatters herfelf, will not efteem 
them the lef becaufe they were written immediately for 


their fervice. She by no means pretends to have com- 
poled a regular fy{tem of morals, ora finifhed plan ae 
conduct: fhe has only endeavoured to make a few re- _ 


marks on fuch circumftances as feemed to her fufcép- 
tible of fome improvement, and on fuch fubjeéts as fhe 
imagined were particularly interefting to young ladies, 

on their firft introduction into the world. She hopes 
they will not be oifended, if fhe has occafionally point- 
ed out certain qualities, a and fuggefted certain tempers 

and difpofitions, as peculiarly feminine, and hazarded 





ne obfervations, which naturally arofe from the fub- 


Ae 
‘#5 


ay INTRODUCTION 


jeG, on the different characters which mark the fexes. . 
And here again fhe takes the liberty to repeat that 
thefe diftin¢ctions cannot be too nicely maintained ; for 
. belides thofe important qualities common to both, each 
fex has its retpective, appropriated qualifications, 
which would ceafe to be meritorious, the inftant they 
ceafed to be appropriated. Nature, propriety, and 
cuftom have prefcribed certain bounds to each; bounds | 
which the prudent and the candid will never attempt 
to break downs and indeed it would be highly impo- 
litic toannihilate diftinctions from which each acquires 
excellence, and to attempt innovations by which both 
would be lofers. _ : ‘ 

Women, therefore, never underftand their own in- 
terefts fo little, as when they affect thofe qualities and 
accomplifhments, from the wantof which they derive 
their highe{t merit. ‘¢ The porcelain clay of human 
kind,” {ays an admired writer, fpeaking of the fex. 
Greater delicacy evidently implies greater fragili- 
ty; and this weaknefs, natural and moral, clearly 
points out the neceflity ofa fuperior degree of caution, 
retirement and referve. . 

Ifthe author may be allowed to keep up the allufi-_ 
on ofthe poet juft quoted, fhe would afk, if we do not 
put the fineft vafes, andthe coftlieft images in places 
_of the preateft fecurity, and moft remote from any 
probability of accident or deftruétion ? By being fo fi- 
tuated, they find their protection in their weaknefs, 
and their fafety in their delicacy. This metaphor is 
far from being ufed with a defign of placing young la- 
dies ina trivial, unimportant light; it is only intro- 
duced to infinuate, that where there is more beauty, 
‘and more weaknefs, there fhould be greater circum- 
Apection and fuperior prudence. WS» 3 
_ Men, on the contrary, are formed for the more pub-_ 
lic exhibitions on the great theatre of human life. | 
Like the ftronger and more fubftantial wares, they de-— 
rive noinjury, and lofe no polifh, by being always ex- 
pofed, and engaged in the conftaht commerce of the 
world, It is their proper element, where they refpire 


ad 
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‘their natural air, and exert their nobleft powers, in fi~ 
fuations. which call them into action. They were in- 
tended by Providence for the buftling fcenes of life— 
to appear terrible in arms, uleful: in commerce, fhin- 
ing in counfels. 

The.author fears it will be hazarding a very bald 
remark, in the opinion of many ladies, when fhe adds, 
that the female mind, in general, does not appear ca- 
-pable of attaining (a high a- degree of perfeétion in 
fcience, as the male. Yet the hopes to be forgiven, 
when fhe obferves alfo, that as it does not feem to de~ 

five the chief portion of its excellence from extraor- 
_dinary abilities of this kind, it is not at all leflened by 
the imputation of not poflefling them. [It is readily al- 
lowed, that the fex have lively i imaginations, and thole 
exquifite perceptions of the beautiful and defective, 
‘which come under the denomination of tafte. But 
_pretenfions to that ftrength of intellect, which is requi- 

tite to penetrate into the abftrufer w ae of literature, 
‘itis prefumed they will readily relinquifh. There are 
green paftures, and pleafant-vallies, where they may 

wander with fafety to themfelves, and delight to o= 
thers. They -may cultivate the rofes of i imagination, 

andthe valuable fruits of morals and criticifm : but 
the ftceps of Parnaffus, few, comparatively, have at- 
tempted to fcale with fuccefs. And when itis confi- 
dered, that many languages, and many {ciences, mutt 
contribute to the perfection of poetical compofition, it 
will appear lefs ftrange. The lofty epic, the pointed 
fatire, and the more daring and fuceefsful flights of the 
tragic Mufe, feem referved for the bold adventurers of | 
the other fex. 

Nor does this afertion, it is apprehended, atallins< 
jure the intereft ofthe women; they have other pre- 
tenfions, on which to value Hemel cs and other qua- 
lities much better calculated to anfwer their particu- 
lar purpofes. We are enamoured of the foft ftrains of 
the Sicilianandthe Mantuan Mufe, while to the fweet 

» notes of the paftoral reed, they fing the contentions of 
- fhe fhepherds, the bleffins of love, or the innocent de- 


to pleafe; m 
“mire what is 
“prefer an extemporaneous fally of wit, ora {parkling 
¢fufion of fancy, before the moft accurate reafoning, 


“ee OE ee Conary, 


lights ofrural life. Hasit ever been afcribed to theta 
asa defedt, that their eclogues do not treat of active - 
fceties, of bufy cities, and of wafting war? No: theit 


. fimplicity i is their perfection ; and they are only blam- 


ed when they-have toolittle of it. 

On the other hand, the lofty bards, who flrung 
their bolder harps to higher meafures, and fung the 
Wrath of Peleus’ fon, and Man’s firft di fobedience, have 


“never been cenfured for want of fweetnels and refine- 
-ment. Thefublime, the nervous, and the mafculine, 
.charadterife their compofitions ; as the beautiful, the 
-foft, and the delicate, mark thofe of the others. 





Grandeur, dignity, andforce, diftingnifh the one fpe- 


‘eles 3 -eafe, fimpl icity, and aban the other. Both 


dhine from their native, diftingt ty unborrowed merits, 
not from thofe which are fore eign, adventitious, and 


‘uanatural. Yet thofe excellencies,. which make up 


the eifential. and conftituent parts of Reeeys they 
have incommion, — - 2 
Women have generally quicker perceptions: men 


chave juiter fentiments.— Women confider how things 


may be prettily faid ; moenshow they may be properly 
faid.—In women, (young ones at leaft) {peaking ac- 
rg, fometimes precedes reflection; in men, 
reflection is the antecedent..——W omen {peak to fhine or 
A to convince or confute.—Women ad- 
rilliant; men what is folid.—Women 






or the moft laborious in veltigation of facts. In liter- 
ary compolition, women are pleafed with point, turn, 
and antithefis; men with obfervation, and a juft de-. 
duction of effects from their canfes.— Women are fond 
ofincident ; men of argument, —Women admire paf- 


fionately ; men approve cautioufly.—One {ex will 


think it betrays a want of feeling to be moderate in 


their applaufe ; the other will be afraid of expofing a 


want of judgment by being inraptures with any thing. 
Men refufe to give rey! to the emotions they acco 
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feel, while women fometimes affect to be tranfported: 
beyond what the occafion will juftify. — 
., As a farther confirmation of what has been advanc-. 
ad on the different bent of the underftanding i in the 
fexes, it may be obferyed, that we have heard of 
many female wits, but never of one female logician— 
of many admirable writers of memoirs, but never of 
one chronologer.—In the boundlef{s and erial regions 
oi romance, and in that fafhionable {pecies of compo- 
fition which fucceeded it, and which carries a nearer 
approximation to the manners of the world, the wo- 
men cannot be excelled: this ima peers foil they have 
a peculiar talent for cultivating; becaufe here, 
Invention labours more, and judgment le{s, 

- The merit of this kind of writing. confit i in the vrai 
femblance toreal life, as to the events themfelves, with 
a certain elevation in the narrative, which places 
them, if not above what.is natural, et abeve what is’ 
common. It farther contifts in the art of interefting 
the tender feelings, by a pathetic reprefentation of 
thofe ITS, endearing, dom = c Seen ial 





ion. “Po Cie rather 
ie to int aa ae or to ‘alte i indirectly by fhort in-4 
ferences, drawn froma long concatenation ofcraraae pee 
ftances, is at once the bufinels of this. fort of serge is 
tion, and one of the chara¢teriftics of female genius ee 
In fhort, it appears that the mind in each. {ex as 
fome natural kind of bias, which conftitutes a diftinc-- 
tion of character, and that the happinecfs of both de— 
Bends ina great sae uth on the prefervation and 
* The author does not apprehend it makes avainft her 
GENERAL pofition, that this nation can boaft a female cri- 
fC, poet, hiftoriart, linguif?, philofopier, and moralif}, e~ 
gal to moft of the other fex. To thefe particular inflances 
others might beadduced; but it is prefumed, that they on~ 
ly and as exceptions ae ain the rule, without tending to 
invalidate the rude itfelf. : 
Bom 


he 
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obfervance ef this diftin¢tion. “For where would be 
the fuperior pleafure and fatisfaction refulting frone 
mixed conyerlation, if this difference were abolifhed ?: 
If the qualities of both were invariably and exadily © 
the fame, no benefit or entertainment would. arife 
from the tedious and infipid uniformity of fuch an in- 
tercourfe ; whereas confiderable advantages.are reap- 
ed from a felect fociety of both fexes. The rough an- 
les and afperities of male manners are imperceptibly . 
filed, and gradually worn fmooth, by the polifhing of 
female converfation, and the refining of female tafte 5. 
while the ideas. of women acquired frength and.folidity,. 
by their aflociating with fenfible, intelligent, and ju- 
dicious men. at 
Onthe. whole, (even if fame be the object of pur-. 
fait) is it not better to fucceed as women, than. to- 
failas men? Todhine, by walking honorably in the 
read whiich nature, cuftom, and education feem to: 


- have marked cut, rather than te-counteracét them all,. 


i a path diametrically oppo-- 
als, rather than bad. imita- 
cellent women, rather than: 


by moving aukwardly 
{ite ? To be good orig 
tors? Inaword, tobe 
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i On DPSs ) PA F POON. 
Doleie certe, allegrezze incerteé!—-PETRARCA,. 


§ an argument in Radar of modern manners, 1 
has been pleaded, that the fofter vices of luxury: 
ee diffipation, belong rather to gentle and yielding: 
tempers, than to fuch as are rugged and ferocious: that 
they are vices which increafe civilization, and tend 
to promote. refinement, and the cultivation of huma-. 
nity. 
. Butthisis an aflertion, the truth of which the ex- 
“perience of all ages contradi¢ts. Nero was not lefs: ) 
a tyrant for being a fiddler; he * who withed the 
whole Roman peo ple had but one neck, that he might 
dif patch themat a blow, washimfeit ihe mott debauch- 
ed man in Rome; and Sydney and Rutfel were con-. 
demned to bleed under the moft barbarous, though 
moft diflipatedand voluptuous: reign, that ever difprac- | 
edthe annals of Britain: 
The love of diffipation is, I believe, allowed tobe 
the reigning evil. of the profent day. It is an evil’ 
which many content themfelves with regretting, with= 
out feeking to redrefs, A diflipated life is cenfured im 
‘the very act of diflipation ; and prodigality of time is: * 
as gravely declaimed ag gainkt at the card table, as in. 
the pu rlpit. 
_ The lover.of dancing ‘ae Aino ehe amufements of the 
theatre for their dulnefs, and the pane blames: 
them both for their levity. She, whofe whole foul is | 
dwallowed up in “* opera extacies,” is aftonifhed, that 4 
her: acquaintance can fpend whole nights in preying, : 
like harpics, on the fortunes of their follow creatures 3 > 
while the grave, {ober finner, who paffes her pale and 
anxious vigils, in this fafhionable: fort of pillaging, i is. 
‘no lefs furprifed how the other can wafte her: precious: 
ime in hearing founds for which fie has no tafte, in & 
fang gefhe does not underfand.. 











®. The emperor: Caligula, 


- t sy 
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fo much complained of does age exilt fomewhere, 


4 nity ! 


In fhort, every one feems convinced, that the evil 


thor ugh all are inwardly perfuaded that it is not with 
themfelves. All defire a general reformation; but 
‘few will liften to propofals of particular amendment ; 
the bedy muft be reftored, but. each limb begs to re- 
Main asitis; and aceatitions. which.concernall, will 
be likely to affect none. They think that fin, like mat- 
ter, is divifible, and that what is fcattered among fo 
many, cannot’ materially affect any one; and thus in- 
dividuals contribute feparately to that evil which they. 
in general lament. 

The prevailing manners of an age depend more than 
we are aware, or are willing to allow, on the conduct 
of the women; this is one of the principal hinges on 
which the great machine of human fociety turns. 
Thofe, who allow the influence which female graces 
have, in contributing to polifh the manners of men, 
would do well to reflect how great an influence female 
morals muft alfo have on their condu&@. How much. 
then is it tobe reoretted, that the ladies fhould ever 
fit down contented to polith, when they are able tore- 
form—to entertain, whenthey might inftruét—and to. 
Pzic for an hour, when they are candidates for eter- 





Under ‘hie ES AE af Mahomet’s law, metry 


__ thefe mental excellencies cannot be expected 5 becaufe . 


the women.are fhut out from all opportunities of in- 
ftruction, and excluded from the endeari ing pleafures’ 
of a delightful and. equal fociety ; and, asa charming 
poetfings, are avate to belive, that. 
9 For their inferior natures | 
Form’d to delight, and happy by delighting, 
Heav’n has-referv’d no future paradife, ee a 
But bids them rove the paths of blifs, fecure 5) 
OF total death, and carelefs of hereafter. Tees 


“-Thefe at confiftently, in ftadying none but exterior. 
graces, in cultivating only perfonal attractions, and in 
trying to lighten, the intolerable burdea of time, by 
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‘the moft frivolous and vainamufements. ° They a& in 
-confequence of their own blind belief, and the tyran- 
ny of their defpotic mafters; for they have neither the 
freedom of a prefent choice, nor the profpect of a fu- 
ture being. 

But in this land of civil and religious liberty, where 
‘there is as little defpotifm exercifed over the minds, 
as over the perfons of women, they have every liber- 
ty of choice, and évery opportunity of improvement: 
and how greatly does this increafe their obligation to be 
exemplary in their general conduct, attentive to the 
‘Seldioestoe of their a and infty umental tothe 
-good’6rder of fociety ! 

-She whoisat a lofsto find amufements at home, 
can no longer apologize for her diffipation abroad, by 
faying fhe is deprived of the benefit and the pleatite of 
. books; ; and fhe who regrets being doomed me a {tate of 
dark and gloomy i ignorance, by the i injuftice, or tyran- 
ny of the men, complains of an evil which does not 
exift, 

It is a queftion frequently j in the mouths of illiterate , . 
and diffipated females—*¢ What good is there inread- 
ing? To what end does it conduce?”’ It is, hoy Wevery — 
too obvious to need infifting on, that unlefs perverted, 
as the beft things may be, reading anfwers many ex- 
cellent Ae aha befides the great leading one, and is 
-perhaps the fafeftremedy for diffipation. She who de- 
dicates a portion of her lcifure to ufeful reading, feels 
her mind in a conftant progreffive flate of improve- 
ment, while the mind of a diflipated woman is con- 
he Sel lofing ground. An active {pirit rejoiceth, 
like the fun, torum his daily courfe, while indolence, 
like the dial of Ahaz, goes backwards. The advan- 
tages which the underftanding receives from polite li. 
‘terature, it is not here neceflary to enumerate; its‘ef- 
fects on the moral temper is’the prefent objet of con- 
fideration. The remark may perhaps be thought too 
ftrong, but I believe it is true, that next to religious 
influences, an habit of {tudy isthe moft probable pre- 
fervative of the virtue of young perfons, Thofe who 


\ 
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cultivate letters have rarely a ftrong- paffion for pra» | 
mifcuous vifiting, or diflipated fociety: ftudy, there- 
fore, induces a relith for domettic life, the moft defir- 
able temper in the world for women. Study, as it’ 
refcues the mind from an inordinate fondne(fs for gam-" 
ing, drefs, and public amufements, is an economical 
propenfity; for a lady may read’ at much lefs expenfe 
than fhe can play at cards; asit requires fome applica- | 
<tion, it gives the mindan habit of induftry 3 asitis a — 
relief again{t that mental difeafe, which the French 
emphatically call eznui, it cannot fail of being beneti- — 
cialto- the temper and fpirits, 1 mean in. the moderate : 
degree in which ladies.are fuppofed to ufe it;-as an e- © 
nemy toindolence, it becomes'a focial virtue 5- as it de~ 
mands the full exertion of our talents, it grows a rati- 
- onal duty; and when directed to the knowledge of the 
- Supreme Being, and hislaws,. it rifes into an aét of re- 
ligion. | 
The rage for reformation comamapaly hhews‘itfelf in 
_a violent zeal for fupprefling what is wrong, rather” 
a) _than a prudent attention tocftablifh what is right: but — 
we fhall never obtain a fair garden merely by rooting — 
- up weeds; we mutt alfo'plant flowers; for the eterdt 
~-richnefs of the foil we have been clearing will not fuf-— 
fer itto lie barren; but whether it fhall be vainly or” 
beneficially prolific, depends on the culture. What 
the prefent age has gained on one fide, by a more en- 
larged and liberal way of thinking, feems to be loft. 
on the other, by exceflive freedom and unbounded in- 
dulgence. Knowledge i is not, as heretofore, confined 
to the dull cloyfter, or the gloomy college, but diffe- 
minated, to a certain degree, among both fexes, and 
-almoft all ranks. The only misfortune is, that thele 
opportunities do not feem to be fo wifely improved, or 
turnedto fo good an account as might be withed. Books | 
of a pernicious, idle, and fr ivolous fort, are too much - 
multiplied, and it is fromthe very redundancy of them, 
that true knowledge is fo {carce, and the habit of die 4 
fipation fo much increafed. 3 
At has beenremarked, that the prevailing charagter : 
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of the prefent age is not that of grofs immorality: but 
if this is meant of thofe in the higher walks of life, it 
is eafy to difcern, that there can be but little merit in 
abftaining from crimes which there is but little tempta- 
tiontocommit. It is, however, to be feared, that a 
gradual defection from piety will in time draw after 
itall the bad confequences of more active vice; for 
whether mounds and fences ave fuddenly deftroyed by 
4 {weeping torrent, or worn away through gradual 
neglect, the effect is equally deftructive. As a rapid 
fever anda coniuming hectic are alike fatal to our natu- 
ralhealth, fo are flagrant immorality and torpid indo- | 
ence to our moral well being. 

The philofophical doctrine of the flow receffion of 
‘bodies from the fun, is a lively image of the reluc- 
‘tance with which we firft abandon the light of virtue. 
The beginning of folly, and the firft entrance on a 
diffipated life, coftfome pangs to a well difpofed heart 3 
ut it is furprifing tofee how {oon the progrefs ceafes 
‘to be impeded by reflection, or flackened by remorfe 
For it is in moral as in natural things; the motion in 
minds as well as bodies is accelerated by a nearer a 
proach to the centre to which they are tending. Ii 
we recede flowly at firft fetting out, we advance ra-_ 
-pidly in our future courfe: and to have begun to be 
wrong, is already to have made a great progrefs. 

. Aconftant habit of amufement relaxes the tone of — 
the mind, andrenders it totally incapable of applica- 
tion, ftudy, or virtue. Diffipation not only indifpofes 
its votaries to every thing ufeful and excellent, but 
-difqualitics them for the enjoyment of pleafure itfelf. 
It foftens the foul fo much, that the moft fuperficia] 
employment becomesa labour, and the flighteft incon- 
-veniencean agony.’ The luxurious Sybarite muft have 
loftall fenfe of real enjoyment, and all-relifh for true 
ratification, before he complained that he could not 
flecp, becaufe the rofe-leaves lay double under him. 
- Luxury and diflipation, foft and gentle as their ap- 
proaches are, and fileatly as they throw their filken. 


Rigune * 
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chainsabout the heart, enflave it more than the moft 
active and turbulent vices, The mightieft conquerors 


have been conquered by thofe adeined foes: the — 


flowery fetters afe faltened before they are felt. ‘The 
blandifhments of Circe were more fatal to the mariners 


of Ulyifes, than the ftrength of Polypheme, or the ~ 


brutality of the Leftrigons. _Hercules, after he had 
cleanfed the Augean ftable, and performed all the o- 
ther labours enjoined him by Euriftheus, found himfelf 
a flave to the foftnefs of the heart 3 andhe, who wore 
a club anda lion’s fkin in the caufe of virtue, conde- 
fcended to the moft effeminate employments to grati- 
fy acriminal weaknefs. Hannibal, who vanquifhed 
mighty nations, was himfelf overcome by the love of 
a pleafure ; ; and-he who defpifed cold, and want, and 
danger, and death on the Alps, was conquered and un- 
done by the diffolute indulgences of Capua. 
« Before the hero of the moft beautiful and virtuous 
_. romance that ever was written, 1 mean Telemachus, 
a Janded on the ifland of Cyprus, he unfortunately loft 
his prudent companion Mentor, in whom wiidom is fo 
Tinely perfonified, At firft he beheld with “horror the 
anton and diffolute manners of the voluptuous inhabi- 
ints: the illeffeéts of their example were not imme- 
diate: hedid not fall into the commiffion of glaring en- 
ormities; but his virtue was fecretly and impercepti- 
bly under fplined; his heart was foftened by their pernis 
cious fociety, and the nerve of refolution was flacken- 
ed: he every day beheld with diminifhed indignation 
the worfhip which was offered to Venus; the difor- 
ders of luxury and pr ophanenefs became lefs and lefs 
terrible, and the infectious air of the country enfeebled 
his cour age and relaxed his principles. In fhort, he 
had ceafed tolove virtue long before he thought of com- 
mitting atual vice: and the duties of a» manly piety 
were burdenfome to him, before he was fo debafed as 









to offer perfumes, and bura incenfe on the altar Of the 


licentious goddefs.* aes ; 


i. 


. * Nothing can be more adatirable than the manner in” 
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© Let us crown ourfelves: with rofe buds before 
“¢ they be withered, faid Solomon’s libertine, Alas! 
she di dnot refiect, iat they withered in the ory ¢ pee 
thering. .The rofes of pleafure feldom lait long é= 
Rough to adorn the brow of him who plocks th em 3 3 
for they are.the ge rofes which do not retain the 
fweet nefs after they have loft their beauty. 
~ The heathen poets often prefied on their readers 
the necelflity of confidering the fhortne!s of life, as an 
incentive to aden and voluptuoufnefs ; left the fea- 
{on for indul ging in them fhould pafs unimproved. The 
dark and uncertain notions, ae to fay the ial tain dif{- 
belief, which they entertained of a future flate, is the 
only apolosy than can be oifered for this reafoning. — 
But while we cenfure their tenets, let us not adopt 
their errors; errors which would be int nitely more 
igckohibable’ in US, who, from the clearer views which 
revelation has giyen us, fhall not have their i ignorance 
or their doubts to plead. It were well if we availed 
ourfelves of that portion of their precept, which incul- 
cates the improvement of every moment of our time, — 
but not like them to dedicate the moments foredeemed — 
to the purfuit of fenfual and perifhable pleafures, but 
to the fecuring of thole which are fpiritual in their na= 
ture, and eternal in their duration. 

If, indeed, like the miferable * beings imagined by 
Swift, witha view to cure us of the irrational deéfire 
after immoderate length of days, we were condemned 
to awretched earthly immortality, we fhould aes an 





which this allerory is conduced ;.and the whole work, not 
to. meition tts images, machine? a and other poetical beatu- 
‘ties, is written in the very fineft fivain of morality. ft 
this: latter refpet, itis evidently fuperior to the works of the 
ancients, the moral of which is x frequently tainted by the x gral 
nels of their mythology. Something of the purity. of the 
Whrifiian religion way be difcoveréd even in Feneloi’s yea 
Rens; and tiey catch a tincture cf piety in paffing proves 
ee handse a that amiable prelate. 
| * The peers, See Voyage to E Lapeta. 






ty 








£ 


38 On DISSIPATION. 


excufe for {pending feme portion of our time in diffi. 
pation, as we might then pretend, with fome colour 


of reafon, that we propofed, ata diftant period, toen-. 
ter on a better courfe ofaction.. Orif we never form-. 


ed any fuch refolution, it would make no material dif- 
ference to beings, whofe ftate was already unalterably 
fixed. Eut ofthe {canty portion of days afligned to our 
lot, not one fhould be loft in weak and irrefolute pro- 
craftination. : 

Thofe who have not yet determined on the fide of 
vanity, who, like Herculus, (before he knew the 
- queen of Lydia, and had learned to {pin) have not re- 
folved on their choice between virTUE and PLEA- 
SURE, may reflect, that it is {till in their power to imi- 
tate that hero in his noble choice, and in his virtuous 
rejection. T hey may alfo reflect with grateful tri- 
umph, that chriftianity furnifhes them with a better 
guide than the tutor of Alcides, and witha furer light 
than the doétrines of Pagan philofophy. . 

_ Itis far from my defign feverely to condemn the in- 
- nocent pleafures of life; I would only beg leave to ob- 
ferye, that thofe which are criminal fhould never be 
allowed; and that even the moft innocent will, by 
immoderate ufe, foon ceafe to be fo. 

“The women of this country were not fent into the 
world to fhun fociety, but to embellifh it; they were 
not defigned for wilds and folitudes, but for the ami- 
able and endearing offices of focial life. They have 
ufeful {tations tofill, and important characters to fuf- 
tain. They are of a religion which does not impofe 
penances, but enjoins duties; a religion of perfeét pu- 
rity, but of perfect benevolence alfo; areligion which 
does not condemn its followers toindolent feclufion from 
the world, but afligns them the more dangerous, though 
more honorable province, of living uncorrupted in it. 
In fine, a religion, which does not direct them to tly 


from the multitude, that they may do nothing, but — 
which pofitively forbids them to follow a multjtude te 


do evil. 


‘Pag ty 
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‘WT has been advifed, and by very refpectable authos 
ff rities too, that in converfation women fhould care~ 
fully conceal any knowledge or learning they may 
happen to poffefs. Iown, with fubmiflion, that I do 
not fee either the neceflity or propriety of this advice. 
For if a young lady hasthat difcretion and modetty, 
without which all knowledge is little worth, fhe will 
never make an oftentatious parade of it, beeaufe fhe 


will rather be intent on acquiring more, than on dif- . 


playing what fhe has. 


I am ata lofs to know why a young female is in- 


ftructed to exhibit, in the moft advantageous point of 
view, her fkill in mufic, her finging, dancing, tafte 
jn drefs, and her acquaintance with the moft fafhiona- 
ble games and amufements, winle her piety isto be 
anxioufly concealed, and her knowledge affeciedly 


difavowed, left the former fhould draw on her the ap- 


pellation of an enthufiaft, or the latter that of a pe 

dant. . 

- Inregard to knowledge, wiry fhould fhe forever 
affect to be on her guard, left fhe fhould’sc found guil- 
ty of afmall portion of it ? She need be the le{s foie. cs 
ous about it, as it feldom proves to be fo very confi- 
derable as to excite aftonifhment or admiration : for, 
after ali the acquifitions which her talents and her 


ftudies haye enabled her to make, fhe will, generally 


fpeaking, be found to have lefs of what is called Jearn- 
ing, than a common ichoolboy. i 

It would be to the lait degree prefumptuous and 
abfurd, for a young woman to pretend to give the 


‘tone to the company—to interrupt the pleafure of o- 


thers, and her own opportunity of improvement, by 
talking when fhe ought to liften—or to introduce fub- 
jects out of the common road, in order to fhow her 
own Wit, or toexpofe the want of it in others: but 
‘were the fex to be totally filent when any topic of li- 
erature happens to be difcufled in their prefence, con- 
werfation would lofe much of its vivacity, and fociety 
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would be robbed of one of its moft intereftino\charms, 
How eafily and effe@tually may a well-bred woman 
promote the moft ufeful and elegant converfation, @ “a 
moit without {peaking a word! for the modes of | 
{peechare fcarcely more variable than the modes off 
filence. The filence of liftlefs ignorance, and the 
filence of fparkling intelligence, are perhaps as fepa- 
rately marked, andas diftin‘tly expreffed, asthe fame 
feelings could have been by the moft unequivocal lan- 
guage. A woman, in acompany where fhe has the leaft 
influence, may promote any fubject by a profound and 
invariable attention, which fhows that fhe is plea{- 
ed with it, and by an illuminated countenance, which 
proves fhe underftands it. This obliging attention is 
the moft flattering encouragement in the world to men 
of fenfe and letters, to continue any topic of inftruction 
or entertainment they happen to be engaged in: it: 
owed its introduction perhaps to accident, the beft in- 
troduction in the ‘world for a Gabe: of ingenuity, 
_ which, though it could not have been formally pro- 
, pofed without pedantry, may be continued with cafe 
and good humour: "is which will be frequently and | 
effecinal!: ie irosped by the liftleffnefs, inattention, or — 
whifpering of filly girls, whofe wearinefs betrays their 





ignorance, and whofe impatience expotes their ill-. 
breeding. A polite man, however deeply interefted. 
inthe fubject on which he is converting, catches at the 
flighteft hint to have done: a look is a fufficient inti- 
mation, andifa pretty fimpleton, who fits near him, 
feems dijlraite, he puts an end to his remarks to the 
| great regret of the reafonable part of the company, 
who perhaps might have gained more improvement — 
by. the continuance of fuch a converfation, than a 
week’s reading would have yielded them ; for it is fuch 
‘company as this, that give an edge to each others wit, — 
+ as iron fharpeneth iron.” SF aeons Be ae 
That filence is one of the greatarts of converfation, 
is allowed by Cicero himfelf, whofays, there Is not only 4 
an art, but even an eloquence in it, And this opiniga — 
4 7 re j * se 
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‘€confirmed by a great modern*, in the following lit- 
tle anecdote from one of the ancients : 
‘When many Grecian philofophers had.a folemn 
meeting before the ambaiffador of a foreign prince, 
seach endeavoured to fhow his parts by the brilliancy 
‘of his converfation, that the ambaflador might have 
fomething torelate of the Grecian wifdom. One of 
them, offended, no doubt, at the loquacity of his com- 
panions, obferved a profound filence ; when the am- 
baifador turning to him, afked, ‘¢ But what have you 
to fay, that I may report it ?’? He made this laconic, 
but very pointed reply: “ Tell your king, that you 
have found one among the Greeks who. knew how to 
be filent.”’ 

There isa quality infinitely more intoxicating to 
the female mind than knowledge ; this is wit, the 
moft captivating, but the moft dreaded ofall talents 2 
the moft dangerous to thofe who have it, and the moft 
feared by thoie who have it not. Though it is again{t 3 

-all the rules, yet I cannot find in my heart to abufe 4 
this charming quality. He whois grownrich with- 4 
out it, in fafe and fober dulnefs, fhunsit as a difeafe, and. : 
looks upon poverty as itsinvariable concomitant. The 4 
moralift declaims againft it, asthe fource of irregula- 
rity 3 andthe frugal citizen dreads it more than bank- 
ruptcy itfelf; for he confiders it as the parent of ex- 
travagance and beggary. The cynic will atk, of what 
ufe itis? Of very little, perhaps: no moreisa flower 
garden, and yet it isallowed as an object of innocent 
amufement and delightful recreation. A woman who: 
poffeffes this quality, has received a moft dangerous 
prefent, perhaps not lefs fo than beauty itfelf: efpeci- 

_ally ifit be-not fheathed ina temper peculiarly inoffen- 

five, chaftifed by a moft correct judgment, and reftrain- 
ed by more prudence than falls to. the common let. 

This talent is more likely te make a woman vaiz 

than knowledge ; for as wit is the immediate proper- 
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ty of its pofleffor, and eating is only an acquaintance | 
withthe knowledge of other people, there is. much y 
more danger, that we fhould be vain of what is our: ; 
own, than of what we borrow. 2 

But wit, like learning, is not near fo common. aad P 
thing asis imagined. Let not » therefore, a young la- : 
dy be alarmed at the acutencts. of her own. wit, any 
more than at the abundance of her own knowledge. 
The great danger is, left the fhould miftake pertnels, 
flippancy, or imprudence, for this brilliant quality, 
or imagine fhe is witty, only becaufe fhe is indifcreet. 
This is very frequently the cafe'; and this makes the © 
name of wit fo cheap, while its real exiltence is fo 
rare. 

Left the flattery of her acquaintance, or an oyer- 
weening opinion of her own qualifications, fhould 
lead fome vain and petulant girl into a falfe notion 
that fhe has a great deal of Wits, when fhe has only @ 
redundancy of animal {pirits, fhe may not find it ufe=. 
lefs to attend to the ditinition of this quality, by one 

'-who had as large a portion of it, as moft individuals 
could ever boaft : 


Tis not a tale, ’tis not a jeft, 
Admir’d with laughter at a feaft, 
Nor florid talk, which can that title gains 
* The proofs.of wit forever muft remain, 
Neither can that have any place, 
At which a virgin hides her face 5 
Such drofs the fire muit purge away ; ’tis juft, - 
_ The author blufh there, where the reader muft. 


. 


But thofe who actually pofles this rare talent, can- 
not be too abftinent inthe ufe of it. It often makes 
admirers, but it never makes friends; I mean, where © 
it is the predominant feature: and the unprotected 
and defencelefs ftate of womanhood, calls for friend{hip 

“more than for admiratioa. She who does not defire 
friends, has a fordid and infenfible fouls but the who 
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3s ambitious of f making every man her admirer, hasan 
invincible vanit tYa and cold heart. 

, But to dwell only omthe fide of policy, a PE rudent wo- 
man who has eftablifhed the reputation of fome ge- 
wius, will fufficiently maintain it, without keepii ing 
Aer faculties always on the ftretch, to fay geod Wins. 
Nay, if reputation alone be her objet the will gain 
a more folid one by her forbearance ; as the wifer part 
of her accquaintance will aferibe it to the right mo-. 
tive, which is, not that fhe has lefs wit, but that the 
Listed more judgement. 

. The fatal fondnets for indulging af pirit of ridicule, 7 

ae the injurious and irreparable. confequences which 
‘fometimes attend the foo prompt reply, can never be 
‘too ferioufly or too feverely condemned. Not to offend 
isthe firftiteptowards pleafing. Togive pain isas much 
an offence againft humanity, as again good breeding 5 ; 
and furely i it isas well to abttain. from. an action, be~ 
-caufe it is finful, as becaufe it is unpolite. In compa- 
ny, young ladies would do well, before they fpeak, to 
‘reflect, if what they are going to fay may ‘not diftrefs 
fome worthy perfors prefent, by wounding them in. 
their perfons, families, connections, or religious opi- 
‘nions. If they find it will touchthem in either of thele, 
‘I would advife them to fufpect, that what they are go- 
ling to fay, is not fo very good a thing as they at firft in 
magined. Nay, if even it was one of thofe bright i-" 
‘deas, which Venus ‘has imbued with a fifth part of her 
nectar, {o much greater will betheir merit in fupp ref . 
ing it, ifthere wasa probability it might otfend. 3 a= 
-deed if they have the temper and pr udence to rial sae 
‘fach a previous reflection, they will be more richly re- 
warded by their own inward triumph at having fup- 
-preffed a lively but fevere remark, than they could 
‘have been with the diffembled applaufes of the whole 
company, who, with that complaifant deceit which 
“good. breeding too much authorifes, affect openly to - 
-admir what they fecretly refolve never to forgive. 

- Thave always been delighted with the ftory of the 
“little girl’s ‘ci! gam in one of the children’s tales, : 
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who received from a friendly fairy the gift, that at e- 
very word fhe uttered, pinks, rofes, diamonds, and 
pearls, fhould drop from her mouth. The hidden mo- 
ral appears to be this, that it was the {weetnefs of her 
temper which produced this pretty fanciful effect 5 
for when her malicious fifter defired the fame gift from 
the good natured tiny intelligence, the venom of her 
own heart conyerted it into poifonous and loathfome | 
reptiles. 

- Aman of fenfe and breeding will fometimes join in 

' the laugh, which has been raifed at his expenfe, by an 
ill-natured repartee: butif it was very cutting, and 
one of that fhocking fort of truths, which, as they 
can {carcely be pardoned even in private, ought never 
to be uttered in public, he does not laugh becaufe he 
is pleafed, but becaufe he withes to conceal how much 
he is hurt. Asthe farcafm was uttered by a lady, fo 
tar from feeming to refent it, he will be the firft to 
commend it; but notwithftanding that, he will re- 
member it as a trait of malice, when the whole com- 
pany fhall have forgotten it as a ftroke of wit. Wo- 
men are fofar from being privileged by their fex to 
fay unhandfome or crue! things, that this is the very 
circumftance which renders them more intolerable. 
When the arrow is lodgedin the heart, it is no relief 

sypto him who is wounded, to reflect, that the hand 

~ Which fhot him was a fair one. - * 

_ Many women, when they havea favourite point 
to gain, or an earneft wifh to bring any one over to 
their opinion, often ufea very difingenuous method : 
they will ftate a cafe ambiguoufly, and then avail them- 
felves of it, in whatever manner fhall beft anfwer their 
purpofe ; leaving your mind:in a ftate of indecifion as: 
to their real meaning, while they triumph ia the per- 
picxity they have given you, by the unfair conclufions: 
they draw, from premifes equivocally ftated. They 

_. will alfo frequently argue frem exceptions inftead of 

rules, and are aftoniflied when you are not wilting toy 
“be contented with a prejudice, inftead of a reafon. 

~ ‘Inafenfible company of both{fexes, where womem 
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‘@ not reftrained by anyother referve than what their 
atural modefty impofes—and wherethe intimacy of 
il parties anthorifes the utmoft freedom cf communi- 
‘cation—ibould any one enquire what were the gene- 
tal fentiments.on fome particular fubjedts, it will, 1 

elieve, commonly happemthat the ladies, whofeima-. 
ginations have kept pace with the narration, have ar- 
Fdted its end, and are ready to'deliver their fenti-_ 
ments on it, as foon as it is fimifhd. While fome of 

‘the male hearers, whofe minds were bufied in fettling 
‘the propriety, comparing the circumftances, and ex- 
‘amining the confiftencies of what-was faid, are oblig- 
ed to paufe and difcriminate, before they think of an- 
fwering. Nothing is: fo ¢mbarrafling as a variety of 
“matter: and the converfation of women is often more 
perfpicuous, becaufeit is lefs ebored. 

_. Aman of deep reflection, if he does not keep up am 
intimate commerce withthe world, will be fometimes 
fo entangled in the intricacies of intenfe thought, that 
he will have the appearance of a confufed and perplex- 
ed expreffion; while a fprightly woman will extricate 
herfelf with that livall and ** rafh dexterity,” which 
will almoft always pleate though it is very far from, 
being always right. It iseafier to confound than to 

“¢€onvince an opponent; the former may be-cilecied be 
aiurno that has more happisefs.than truth init. .Ma-., 

ny anexcellent reafoner, well {killed in the theory of 

the {chools, has felt himfelf difcomfited by a reply, 
which, though as wide of the mark, and as foreign to 
the queftion, as can be conceived, has difconcerted hina 
more than the mott ftartling propofition, or the moft 
accurate chain of reafoning could have done; and he 
has borne the laugh of his fair antagonilt, as well as of 
the whole company, though he could not but feel, that 
his own argument was attended with the fulleitde- 
qmonitration; fotrue it is, that it isnot always neced- 
fary to be right, in order to be applauded. 
Butlet not a young lady’s vanity be too much elated 
with this falfé applaufe, whiclris given, not to merit, 
but toher fex: {he hasmot, perhaps, gained aviclery, 
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though fhe may be allowed a triumphs and it fhould _ 
humble her to refle&t, that the tribute is paid, not to 
her ftrength, but to her weaknefs. ~Itis worth while. 
to difcriminate between that applaufe, which is given 
from the complaifance of others, and that which is 
p2id to our own merit. ee: 

Where great {prightlinefs is the natural bent of the 
temper, girls fhould endeavour to habituate themfelves 
to a cuftom of obferving, thinking, and reafoning. IL 
do not mean that they fhould devote themfelvesto ab~ 
ftrufe ff eculation, or the ftudy of logic; but fhe, who 
is. Brey Soe to give a aduea aoe toher thoughts, 
toreafon juftly and pertinently, on common affairs, and 
wor judicioully to deduce efiects fro eir caufes, will be a 
better logician than fome of fl ho claim the name, 
becaufe they have fiudied the art :t] being ‘‘learn- 

ed without the rules ;”’ the beft definition, perhaps, of 
that fort of literature which is propereft for the fex. 
That fpecies oriole which appears to be the 
refult of reflection rather than of{cience,its peculiarly 
wellon women. It isnot uncommon to find a lady, 
who, though fhe does not know afule of fyntax, {carce- 
ly everviolates one ; and who fonftrucis every fentence 
the utters, with more propriety than many a learned 
dunce, who has every rule of Ariftotle by heart, and 
who can lace his own thread bare difcourfe with the 
golden fhreds of Cicero and Virgil. 

It has been objected, and I fear with fome reafon, 
that female converfation is too frequently tinctured 
with a cenforious fpirit, and that ladies are feldom apt 


to difcover much tendernefs for the errors of a fallen 
fifter, 












ii it be fo, it isa eri vous fault. 
No argument can juftify, no pleas can extenuate it. 
To exult over the miferies of anunhappy creature, is 
inhuman: not to compaffionate them, is unchriftian. 
The worthy part of the fex always expre{s themfelves 
humanely on the failings of others, in proportion to 
their own undeviating goodnefs. 

mad here Icannot help Renae) that young wo- 
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snen do not always carefully diftinouith between run- 
‘ming into the error of detraction, and its oppofite ex- 
‘treme of indifcriminate applaule. This proeceds from 
the falfeidea they entertain, that the direct contrary 
‘to what is wrong, muft beright. Thus the dread of 
being only fufpected of one fault, makes them a@ual- 
dy guilty of another. The defire of avoiding the im- 
“putation of envy, impels them to be infincere ; and to 
‘eftablith a reputation for {weetnefs of temper and ge- 
‘nerofity, they affect fometimes to {peak of very indif- 
ferent characters with the moit extravagent applaufe. 
‘With fuch the hyperboleisa favourite fot 3 ande- 
very degree of comparifon, but the fuperlstive, is re- 
jected, as cold and inexpreflive. But this habit of ex+ 
-aggeration greatly weakens their credit, and deftroys 
the weight oftheir opinion on other occaiions ; for 
people very foon difcover what degree of faith is to be 
given both to their judgment and veraeity. Andthofe — 
ef real merit will no more be flattered by that appro- 
bation, which cannot diftinguifh the value of what it 
praifes, than the celebrated painter muft have been at 
the Judgment paffed on his works by anignorant {pec- 
tator, whe, being afked what he thought of fuch and 
fach very capital, but very different pieces, ~cried out 
in an affectedrapture, ‘¢ Allalike! all alike!” | 
It has been propofed to the young, as a maxim of 
fupreme wifdom, to manage fo dexteroufly in conver- 
fation as toappear to be well acquainted with fubjects, 
ef which they are totally ignorant; and this, by af- 
fecting filence in regard to thofe, on which they are 
known to excel.—But why counfel this difingenuous 
fraud? Why add, to the numberleis arts of deceit, 
this pra¢tice of deceiving, as it were, on a fettled © 
‘principle? If to difavow the knowledge they really 
have, be aculpable affectation, then certainly toin-~ 
finuate an idea of their {kill where they are actually 
“ignorant, is a moft unworthy artifice. _ | | 
But of all the qualifications for converfation, hu 
_mility, if not the moft brilliant, is the fafeft, the moft 
g@miable, andthe moft feminine, The affectation of 
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introducing «fips with 5 sce ae unacde 
quainted, and: of difplaying. doperior: to- ‘the 4 
reft of the company, is as dang’ et foolith. 


There are many, who never can forgive sien 
for being more agreeable and more aecomplithe ed thai 
thepafelye S nd who can pardon any offence: rather] 
_than.an a ae merit. Had the ape bees tes in the | 
fable « conquered his vanity, and refitted the temptati«§ 
on.of thowi nga fine voice, he might have efcaped the | 
talons of the hawk, .The melody of his finging was. & 

apie sis caufe of his defitrudicn ; his. merit brought hint } 

: into danger, and. his anes him his life. . 
| ree 
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Envy. a ape wee fquinting. eyes, 
- Sick ofa nge difeafe, hisneighbour’s health s - 
Beft then he lives, when any better dies, oe 
‘Is never poor but in another’s wealth: : 
!On beft men’s harms andiriefs he feeds his fill, 

Ele his own maw doth eat with {piteful wills ; 
Ml muft the temper be, where dict is fo ill. : 
i > Fuetcyer’s, Purpre. ISLAND. | 
eS 6 - XNVY,?? fays Lord Bacon, ‘+ has no holidays.” 
coe There cannot, perhaps, be a more live ely and 
pitang defcription of the miferable ftate of mind. 
, -thofe endure who are tormented with this vice. A {pie 
.- -¥it- of emulation has been fuppofed to be the fource of 
Ey the greatelt improvem@hts; and there. is no doubt but 
the warmeft rivalthiy p will produce the moft excellent 
effecis ; but it is t6 be feared, that a perpetual ftafe of 
conteft will injure the temper Fientaily; that the 
- emaifchief will hardly be Saree can: ‘by any other 
@ @dvanta eich Thole, whofe. pro; refs is the moft ra- 
pid, wiil be apt to defpife their lefs fuecefsful compe- 
a ters, who, in return, will, feel. the bittereft refent- 
“Sent again{t their mote: fortunate rivals. Among, 
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can never be equal Oe : becaufe every advancement 

ttended with a proportionable increafe 
of humility, which will lead them to contemplate 






‘their own improvements with modeity, and to view 


with charity the mifcarriages of others. 


* When anenviousmanis melancholy, one may alk fink 


- 4n the words of Bion, what evil has befallen himfelf, 


or what good has happened to another? This laft is the 


- feale by which he principally meafures his felicity, and 
the very {miles of his friends are fo many dedu¢tions 


 ftandard by which he ¥ 


‘from his own happinefs, The wants of others are the 
shis own wealth; and he > 
eftimates his riches not fo much by his own poffefii ions, 
as by the neceflities of his neighbours. 

When the malevolent intend to ftrike a very deep 
and dangerous ftroke of malice, they generally begin 
the moft remotely in the world, from’ the fubject 





“neareft their hearts. They fet ce with commend- 


ing the object of their envy for fome trifing quality 
‘or advantage, which it is fearcely worth while to_ 
poffefs: they next proceed tomake a general profef- 
fion of their own good will and regard for him; thus 


artfully removing any fufpicion of their defign, a and ~ 


clearing all obftractions for the infidious ftab they 
are abuut to give: for who will futpect them of an 
intention to injure the object of their peculiar and 
profeffed efteem? the hearer’s belief of the fat grows 
in proportion to the feeming reluctance with which 
it is told, and tothe conviction he has, that the rela- 
ter is not influenced by < any pr ivate pi que, or perfonal 


: refentment 3 ‘but that the confeflion is extorted from 


him forely apaintt his inclination, and purely on ac- 
count of his zeal for truth. 

Anger is lefs:reafonable and more fincere than en- 

vy.—Anger breaks. out abruptly; envy is a great 


prefacer : ¢ anger wifhes to be underftood at once; en- 


on) 
vy is fond of remote hints and ambiguities; but, ob- 


{cure as its oracles are, it never ceafés to deliver them 


Ae: a are: eee comprehende 3 anger répeats 
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the fame circumftances.over again envy invents new 
ones at every frefh recital; anger gives a broken, 





vehement, and interrupted narrative ; envy tells a- 


more confiftent and.more probable, though a falfer 
tale: anger is excefiively imprudent ; for it is impa- 
tient to difclofe every thing it knows; envy is dif- 
creet ; for it has a great deal to hide: anger never 


confults times or feafons: envy -waits for the lucky . 


moment, when the-wound it meditates may be made 
the moft exquifitely painful, and the moft incurably 
deep; anger ufes more invedtive ; envy does’ more 
mifchief: fimple anger foon runs itfelf out of breath, 
and isexhaufted at the end of its tale; but it is for 
that chofen period that envy has treafured up the 
moft barbed arrow in its whole quiver: anger puts 
aman out of himfelf; but the truly malicious gene- 
rally preferve the appearance of fel{-poffeffion, or they 
could not fo effe€tually injure——The angry man fets 
out by deftroying his whole credit with*you at once $ 
fer he very frankly confeffes his abhorrence and de- 
teftation of the object of his abufe ; while the envious 
man carefully fuppreffes all his own fhare in the affair. 
—The angry man defeats the end of his refentment, 
by keeping him/e/f continually before your eyes, inftead 
of his enemy ; while the envious man artfully brings 
forward the object of his malice, and keeps himfeif 
out of fight. —The angry man talks loudly of his own 
wrongs; the envious of his adverfary’s injuftice.— 
A paiiionate perfon, if his refentments are not compli- 
cated with malice, divides his time between finning 


andforrowing ; and as the irafcible paflions cannot 


conftantly be at work, his heart may fometimes get 
a holiday.—Anger is a violentaét, envy a conftant ha- 
bit:—no one can be always angry, but he may be al- 
ways envious :—an angry man’s enmity (if he be ge- 
nerous) will fubfide when the object of his refentment 

becomes unfortunate, but the enviousmancan extract 
- food for his malice out of calamity itfelf, if he finds his 
adverfary bears it with dignity, or is pitied or affifted 
init, The rage of the paflionate man is totally ex- 
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einguithed by the deat n of his enemy : but the hatred 
the malicious is not buried even in the grave of his 


rival: he will envy the good name he has left behind 


him; he will envy him the tears of his widow, the 
profperity of his ener ery the efteem of his friends, 


. the praifes of his epitaph—nay, the very mrGemiiestce 


of his funeral. 

«¢ The ear of jealoufy heareth all things,” (fays the 
wife man) frequently I believe more than is uttered, 
which makes the company of perfons infected with it 
ftill more dangerous, 

When you tell thofe of a malicious turn, any Cire 
cueiiante that has happened to another, though they 
perfedily know of whom you are fpeaking, they often 
affect to beat alofs, to forget his name, or to mif- 
apprehend you in fome re efpedt or other; and this, 
merely to have an opportunity of flily gratifying 
their malice; | by mentioning fome unhappy defect or 
perfonal infirmity he la beurs under 3; and not content-: 


ed, “ to tack his every error to his name,’’ they will, 


_ by way of farther explanation, have recourfe to the 


faults of hisfather, or the misfortunes of his family ;- 
and this, with all the feeming fimpli icity and eahdaer 
in the world, merely for the fake of preventing mif- 
takes, and toclear upevery doubt of his indentity. —- 
Ifyou are fpeaking of a lady, for inflance, they will 
perhaps embelifh their enquiries, by aking, if you 
mean her, whofe great or andfather was a bankrupt, 
though fhe has the vanity to keep a chariot, while o- 
thers who are much better born walk on foot; or they 
will afterwards recollect, that you may poffibly mean. 
her coufin, ofthe fame name, whofe mother was fut 
pected of fuch or fuch an indifcretion, though the 


daughter had the luck to make her fortune by marry- 


ns while her betters are overlooked. 
Po hint at a fault, does nore mi fehiet than {peak- 


ing out ; for whatever is left for the imagination to 


finith, will not fail to be overdone: every hiatus will 
be more than filled up, and every paufe more than 
fupplied. ‘There is lefs malice, aud lefs mifchief too, 
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in telling a man’s name, than dB anitials of its as a 
worthier perfon may be involved in the moft difgrace- 


ful fafpicions by fucha dangerous ambiguity. =. 


It is not uncommon for the envious, after having 
attempted to: deface the faireft character fo induftri-. 
oufly, that they are afraidyou will begin to detect their, 
malice, to endeavour toremove your fufpicionseftectu-, 
ally, by affuring you, that, ‘¢ what they have. jutt 
“¢ related is only t the popular opinion ; they themfelves. 
‘¢ can never believe things are fo bad as they are faid 
*‘tobe 3 for their part, itis a rale with. them always. 
*¢ to hope the beft. It is their way, never to believe 
“‘ orreport ill of any one. They will, however, men-, 
<¢ tion the ftory in all companies, that. they may do. 
“¢ their friend the fervice of protefting their difbelief, 
‘¢ of it.”? More reputations arethus hinted away by, 
falfe friends, than are openly, deftrayed by public ene- 
mies. Anif, or a but, er a mortified look, or alan~ 
guid defence, or an am bie nope Xe of the head ora 
ha {ty word afiectedly recalled, will demolith a charac- 

er more effectually, than the whole artillery of ma-. 
fice, when openly levelled againft it. 

Itis not that envy neve praifes No, that would. 
he making a public ‘protefiien of itfelf, and advertif- 


ing its own malignity ; whereas the oreateft fuecefs. 


of its efforts depends on.the concealment of their.end- 
When envy intends to ftrike a. {troke of Machiavelian 
policy, it fometimes affects the language of the moft: 
pie earch applaufe ; though it generally takes.care, 
hat the fubjeét of its panegyric fhall by a very indif- 
ferent end common character, fothat it is well aware 
none of its praifes will ftick. 

It is the unhappy nature of envy. not to be con- 
tented with pofitive mifery, but to be continually ag- 
gravating its own torments, Ly comparing them with. 
the felicities of others. The eyes of envy are perpetu- 
ally fixed on the object which difturbs it, nor can it 
avert them from it, though to procure itfelf the relief. 
of a temporary forgetfulneds. On feeing the 1 innocence 
of the firft pair, . | ise 
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peas cet .  Afide the Devil turn’d, 
For envy, yet with jealous leer malign, 
- Eyed them afkance. : 
"As this enormous fin chiefly inftigated the rgvolt, 
and brought on the ruin, of the angelic fpirits, {fo it is 
notimprobable, that it will bea principal inftrumene ~ 
ofmifery in a future world, for the envious to coim- 
pare their de{perate conditien with the happinefs of 
the children of God, and to heighten their actual 
wretchednels by refiecting on what they have loft, 
‘Perhaps envy, like lying and ingratitude, is prac- 

tifed with mere frequency, becaufe it is practifed with. 
impunity ; but there beinono human laws againft thetle 
crimes, isfo far from an inducement to commit them, 
thatthis very confideration would be fiffiicient to deter 
the wife and good, if all others were ineffectual; for 
of how heinous a nature nmft thofe fins be, which are 
judged above the reach of human punifhment, and are 
referved forthe final juftice of God himfelf! 


On the Danger of Sentimental. or Romantic connediens, 

. MONGthe many evils which prevail under the 

&. fun, the abufe of words is not the leaft conG- 

derable.. By the: influence of time, and the perver- 
fion of fafhion, the plaineft and moft unequivocal may 
be fo-altered, as to have a meining afligned them. 
almoft diametrically oppofite to their original fignifi- 
cation, C . : 

The prefent age may be termed, by way of diftinAi. - 
on, the age of fentiment, a-word, which, inthe im. 
plication it now bears, wasunknown to our plain an-- 
ceftors. Sentiment isthe varnifh of virtue, to conceal 
the deformity of vice; and itis not uncommon for the: 
fame perfons to make a jeft of religion, to break. 
through the moft folemn ties and engagements, to: 
practife every art of latent fraud and open fedustion, 
and yet to value themifelves on ipeaking and Writing . 
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But this refined jargon, which has infe@ted letters, 
and tained morals, is chiefly admired-and adopted by — 
young ladies of acertain turn, whoread Sentimental books, 
write /entimental letters, and contract fentimental friend- — 
fhips. 8° , Pag 

Error is never likely to do fo much mifchief, as when ~ 
it difguifes its real tendency, and putson an engaging © 
andattractive appearance. Many a young woman, 
who would be fhocked at the imputation of an intrigue, 
isextremely flattered at the idea-of a fentimental con- 
nection, though perhaps with a dangerous and defign- 
ing man, who, by putting on this mafk of plaufibility 
and virtue, difarms her of her prudence, layssher ap- | 
prehenfionsa fleep, andinvolves her in mifery—mife- 
ry the more inevitable, becaufe unfufpe&ted. For fhe 
who apprehends no danger, will not think it.neceflary 
to be always upon her, guards, but will. rather invite 
than avoid the ruin, which comes under fo fpecious and 
io fair a form. as J RS 

Such an engagement will be infinitely dearer to her 
vanity, thanan avowed and authorifed» attachment; 
for one of thefe fentimental lovers will not feruple very 
ferioufly to aflure a credulous girl, that her ‘uaparall- 
ted merit entitles her to the adoration of the whole 
world, and that the univerfal homage wf mankind is 
nothing more than the unavoidable tribute extorted 
by her charms. No wonder then fhe fhould be fo eafi- 
ly prevailed on to believe, that an individual is cap- 
tivated by perfeétions-which might enflave a. million, 
But fhe fhould remember, that he, who endeavours to 
intoxicate her with adulation, intends one day moft 
effeCiually to humble her. For an artful man has al- 
waysa fecret defign to pay himfelf in future for every. 
prefent facrifice. And this prodigality of praife, 
which he now appears to lavifh with fuch thought- 
lefs profafion, is, infact, a fam economically laid ou 
to jupply his future necefflities: ofthis fum he keeps 
an exact eftimate, and at fome diftant day promifes © 
himfelfthe moft exorbitant intereft for it. If he has 
addrefsand conduct, and the object of his purfuit much. 
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vanity, and file fenfibility, he feldom fails of fuccefs's 
Homo powerful will be his afcendancy over her pees 
that fhe: will foon adopt his notions.and opiniens.. In- 
decd it is more than probable the poffeffed: er of 
them before, having gradually acquired them in her 
initiation into the fentimental character.» :To main- 
‘tain that chara@er with dignity and propriety, it is 
‘neceflary fhe fhould entertain the moft elevated ideas 
of difproportionate alliances, and difinterefted love3 
and confider fortune, rank, and reputation, as mere 
chimerical diftin@ions, and vulgar prejudices. 

~ The lover, deeply verfed in all the obliquities of 
fraud, and {killed to wind himfelf into every avenue 
efthe heart, which indifcretion has left unguarded, 
foon difcovers on which fide it is moft acceflible. He 
avails himfelf of this weaknef's by addr effing her in a 






language exaétly confonant to herown ideas. He at-.~ 


tacks her with her own weapons, and oppotes rhapf{o- 
dy tofentiment. He profelies fo fovereigna contempt 
forthe paltry concerns of money, that. fhe thinks it- 
her duty toreward him for fo generous a renunciation: 
Every plea he artfully advances ef his own unworthi« 
nefs, is confidered by her as a frefa demand, which. 
her gratitude muftanfwer. And fhe makes it a point 
‘of ‘honour to facrifice to him that fortune which he is. 
too-noble to regard. Thefe profeffions of humility ars 
the common artifice of the vain; and thefe proteftati- 
ons of generofity the refuge of the rapacious. And 
among. its many {mooth mifchiefs, it is ane of tho: 
fureand fnecefsful frauds of fentiment, to affect the. 
moft frigid indifference to thofe external and peownas 
ry advantages, which itis its ersale and real object to. 
Pobtainsr. 1x: 
A fentimental girly very rarely entertains any doubt: 
_of her perfonal beauty 5 for fhe has been daily accuf-. ~ 
“tomed to contemplate i it herfelf,,and.to hear of it from. 
v others. She will not therefore be very folicitous for- 
the confirmation of a truth foielf evident; but the 
Naa that her pretenfions to underftanding are: 
“more likely to bedifputed, and, for that reafon, grees 
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dily devours vem compliment offered to thofe perfec 
tions, which are lefs obvious and more refined. She 
, to de- 





is perfuaded that men need only open their eye 
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cide on her beauty, while it will be the moft ‘convinc- : 
ing proof of the tafte, fenfe, and elegance of her ad- 


mirer, that he can difcery aad flatter thofe qualities in 


her. Aman of thecharacter here fuppofed, will ea+_ 


fily infinuate himfelf into her afleCtions, by means of 
this latent but leading foible, which may be catled the 

guiding clue toa fentimental heart. He will affect to 

overlook that beauty which attraéts common eyes, 

and enfnares common hearts, while he will beltow 

the moft delicare praifes on the beauties of her mind, 

and finith the climax of adulation, by hinting that fhe 

is fuperior to. it.. hae 


- And when lie tells her fhe hates flattery, 
She fays the does, being then moft Hatter’d. i 


- But nothing, in general, can. end lefs delightfully 
- than thefe fublime attachments, even where no acts 
ef feduétion are ever practifed, but they are fuffered, 
like mere fublunary connections, to terminate in the 
vulgareataftrophe of marriage. That wealth, which 
lately feemed'to be looked on with ineffable contempt: 
by the lover, now appears to be the principal attrac- 


tion in the eyes of the hufband: and°he, who but a. 


few fhort weeks before, in atranfport of fentimental 
generofity, wifhed her to-have been a village maid, 
with no portion but her crook and her beauty,and that: 
they might {pend their days in paftoral love and inno- 
cence, has now Joft'allrelith forthe Arcadian life, or 
any other life in which fhe muft be his companion. 


-Onthe other hand; fhe who was lately 
Angel call’d, and angel-likeador’d, 


is fhocked to find herfelf at-once ftripped of all her ces | 


leftial attributes. This late-divinity, who fcarcely 
yielded to her fifters of the Ky, now finds. herfelf of 
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Ipe rtance in the ef’eem of the man the has cho- 
an any other mere mortal woman. . No longer: 
tified with the tear.of counterfeited paffion, 
hof diffembled rapture, or the language of pre=- 
editated adoration. No longer is the altar of her 
anity loaded with the oblations of fictitions foadnets,’ 
he incenfeof falfehood, or the facrifice of flatrery.— 
er apotheofis- is Sader: She feels herfelf degraded 
from the dignities and privileges of a goddef 3, to all 
the imperfections, vanities, and weaknefles of a flight- 
ed woman, andaneglefted wife. Her faults, awbich, 
were fo lately overlooked, or miftaken for virtues, are, 
now, as Caflius fays, fetina note-book. .. The paflion, 
which was vowedeternal, lafted only a few fhort weeks 5, 
and the indifference, anit was fo far from. being in- 
cluded in the bargain, that it was not fo much as 5 fut 
pected, follows: them. throagh the whole ‘tirefome 
journey. of their infipid, vacant, joylefs exiftence. | 
_ Thus much forthe completion of the fentimental, 
hiftory. If wetrace it back to its beginning, we thalh 
find, that a damfel of this caft had her head originally 
turned by pernicious reading, and her infanity confirm- 
ed by imprudent. ee _She never fails to felect 
a beloved confidante of her own turn and humour, 
though,. if fhe can help it, not quite fo handtome as 
herfelf.. A violent intimacy enfues, or, to Apeak. the 
Tany uige of fentiment, an intimate union of foulsi ims 
mediately takes place, which is wrought tothe chighs 
eft pitch, bya fecret and voluminous correfi pondence, 
though they live in the fame {treet, or perhaps inthe 
famehoufe. Thisis the fuel which principally feeds 
and {applies. the dangerous flame offentiment. In this. 
eorre{pondence the two friends encourage each other 
in the falfeft notions imaginable. . They repr efent ro- 
mantic loye as the great important bufinefs.of human 
Tife, and de feribe all the other concerns. of it astoo 
low and paltry to merit the attcntion of fuch elevat- 
ed beings, and fit only to employ the daughters of 
the plodding. vulgar. In thefe letters, family affairs 
BE amie ae family fecrets divulged, and fami 
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ly misfortanes aggravated, They are filled with vows. 
of eternal amity, and proteftations of never-ending 
love. Butinterjections and quotations are the princi- 
pal embellifhments of thefe very fublime epiftles. E- 
very panegyric contained inthem is extravagant and 
hyperbolical, every cenfure exaggerated and exceffive. 
In a favourite, every frailty is heightened into-a per-— 
fection, and ma foe, degraded into a crime. The 
dramatic poets, efpecially the moft tender and roman- 
tic, are quoted in almoft every line, and every Pompous 
or pathetic thought ts forced to give up its natural and: 
obvious meaning, and, withal! the violence of mifap-— 
plication, is compelled to fuit fome circumftance of im- 
aginary woe of the fair tranfcriber. Alicia 1s not too 
mad for her heroics, nor Monimia too mild for her 
- foft emotions, . eae, 

Fathers have finty hearts, is an expreflion wotth am 
empire, andis always ufed with peculiar emphafis and. 
enthufiafm. For a favorite topic of thefe epiftles is 
the proveling fpirit and fordid temper of the parents, 
awwho. will be fure to find no- quarters at the hands of 
their daughters, fhould they prefume to be fo unrea- 
fonable asto direct their courfe of reading, interfere 
in their choice of friends, or interrupt their vety im- 
portant correfpondence. But as thefe young ladies are 
fertile in expedients, and as their genius ‘is-never 
moré agreeably exercifed than in finding refources, 
they are not without their fecret exultation, in cafe 
either of the above interefting events fhould happen, as 
they carry with them a certain air of tyranny and per- 
fecution which is very delightful. For a prohibited 
correfpondence is one of the great incidents of fenti- 
mental life—and a letter clandeftinely received, the 
_fupreme felicity of a fentimental lady. - : 

- Nothing can equal the aftonifhment of thefe foaring 
fpirits, when their plain friends or prudent relations. 
prefume toremonftrate with them on any impropriety 
im their conduct. But if thefe worthy people happen 
to be fomewhat advanced in life, their contempt is 


then a little foftened by pity, at the reflection that’ 
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ery santignabeds: poor creatures fhould pretend 
udge what is fit or unfit for ladies of their great 
efinement, fenfe, and reading. They confiderthem _ 
as wretches utterly ignorant of the fublime pleafures 
‘of a delicate and exalted paflion; as tyrants whofe 
authority is to be condemned, and as fpies whole vi- 
ilance is tobe eluded. The pindenee of thefe worthy 
fiends they term fufpicion, and their experience dot- 
age. For they are perfuaded, that the face of things 
has {ototally changed, fiace their parents were young, 
that though they might then judge tolerably for them- 
felves,. yetthey are now (with all their advantage of 
knowledge and obfervation) by no means qualified to 
direé their more enlightened daughters 3 who, if they 
have made a great pregrefsin the fentimental walk, will 
‘be no more influenced by the advice of their mother, 
than they would go abroad in mer laced pinner, or her 
brocade fuit. 

But young people never hess their folly and ignor- 
ance more confpicuoufly, than by this over confidence 
in their own judgment, and this haughty difdain of 
the opinion of thofe who have known more days.— 
Youth has a quicknefs of apprehenfion, which it is 
‘very apt to miftake for an accutenef{s of penetration. 
But youth, like cunning, though very conceited, is 
very fhort-fighted, and t never more fo than when it 
difregards the inftructions of the wife, and the admo- 
nitions of the aged. The fame vices and follies 
influenced the human heart intheir day, which influence 
it now, and nearly in the fame manner. One who wel] 
knew the worldand itsvarious vanities, has faid, *¢ The 
*¢ thing which hath been, it is that which fhall bes. 
“* and that which is done, isthat which fhall be done; 
“ and there is no new thing under the fun.” 

It is alfoa part of the fentimental chara¢ter, to ima- 
gine that none but the young and the beautiful have 
ny right to the pleafures of fociety, or even to the 
ommon benefits and bleflings of life. Ladies of this 
urn alfo affect the moft lofty difregard for ufeful qua- 
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ties: and domeftic ixtues; asd this is a natural con, 
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af 
fequence 3 3; for as this forvok fontaibert ison tine eee : 
for idienefs, fhe who is conftantly and ufefulty employ- ¢ 
ed, has neither leifure nor propentity to cultivate it. 
Ak ontimental lady principally values’ herielf on the 
enlargement of her notions, and her liberal way of — 
thinking. This fuperiority of foulchiefly manifelts it-_ 
delf in the contempt of thefe minute delicacies aiid lit- 
tle decorums, which, trifling as they may be thought, © 
tend at once to dignify the charaéter, and to rettraing } 
the levity of the younger part of the fex. Me | 
Perhaps the error here complained of, originates in> 
miftaking fentiment and principle for Bach other. Now's 
I conceive them to be extremely different. Sentiment © 
is the virtue of ideas, and’principle the virtue of adion. 
Sentiment. has its feat in the head, principle in the © 
heart. Sentiment fuggefts fine harangues and fubtile 
diftinctions ; principle conceives jult notions, and poral 
forms good actions in confequence of them. Senti- — 
zuent refines away the fimplicity of truth and the plain- © 
nefs of piety; and, as acelebrated wit * has remarked f 
i 
‘ 
] 
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of his no lefs celebrated contemporary, gives us vir-_ 
tue in words and vice in deeds. Sentiment may be call-— 
ed the Athenian who knew what was right, and prin- ~ 
ciple the Lacedemonian who praéifed it. ( 
But thefe qualities will be better exemplified by an © 
_ attentive ¢onfideration of two admirably drawn cha-_ 
racters of Milton, which are beautifully, delicately, 
and diftingtly marked. Thefe are Belial, who may | 
not, improperly be called the demon of fentiment, and 
Abdiel, who may be termed the angel of principle. 
Survey the picture of Belial, drawn by the {ublimeft 
hand that ever held the poetic pencil. - 
A fairer perfomloft not heav’nt he: feem ral. 
For dignity compof’d, and high expleit ; 
But all was falfe and hollow—though his tongue’ 
Dropt manna, and could make the worfe appear 
. The better reafon, to perplex and dath » 
Matureft counfels; for his ie were. low $) . 







" 


3 See Voltaire’s ‘Prophecy conceraing Roulliad a 
: . *, 
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aduftrious, but tonobler deeds ©, 
nd florhful 5 yct he pleafed the ear. 
Siar iat Osan Loft, me i. 

is ‘a lively a ase rep-efentation of art, 
Gabeilinye wit, fine breeding, an: 1 polifhed manners : 
on the whele, ofa NeNY accor apul fhed and fentimental - 
fpirit. He a 
Now tura to. the ar clate, upright, and unfophilti- 


eated Abdi Ciehe ees Bo 


Faithful found—._ 
Among the faithlefs,y faithful only he— 
Among innumerable falfe, unmov’d, 
Unihaken,, unfeduced, unterrified ; 
‘His loyalty he kept, his love, his Soon: how 
Nor number, nor example with him wrought 
- To fwerve from truth, or Sie his conftant mind) 
Though’ ingle. | 


“Boox | Y- 


But it is not eden, thefe de{criptions, juft ane ftrik- 
ing asthey are, that their characters are fo perfectly 
known, as from an examination of their conduc L, 
through theremainder of this divine work; in which 
it is well worth while to remark the pontuies OL 
their actions, with what the above pictures feem to 
promife. it will alfol be obferved, that the contraft 
betwen them is kept up thr oughout, with the utmoft 
exactnels. of. delineation, and the moit. animated 
{treneth of colox uriAg. \ One review it will be found, 
that 5 velial talked all, and Abdiel did ail, The former, 


With words! tl cloth’d j in reafon’ es Ries te 

 Counfell ‘d, ig noble eafe and peaceful Ae 

_ Not ne ; . et 
Mey. | <a a Boox We 

In ‘bdiel 9 we: . will conflantly find ae cloquence a 

aes pie 
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a@ion. When tempted by the retgalltoos kn gelugariies 
what retorted fcorn, with what honett indignation he 


deferts their are hatte and retreats a om their con-— 


tagious fociety ! 


All night the dreadlefs angel unpurfued 
Through heav’n’s wide pie oh he held his way. 
Boox 0 


No wonder ke was received with fuchacclamations 
of joy by the celeftial powers, when there was 

But one, 

Yes, of fo many myriads fall’n, but one 

Return’d not loft. Ipip. 


And afterwards, in a clofe conteft with the arch- 
fiend, | 


A notte ftroke he lifted high, i 
Og the proud creft of Satan. 
Isrp. 


‘What was the effet of this ‘courage of the vigilant 
andactive Behe ee 2 


Amazement feiz’d 

The rebel thrones, but greaterrage to fee 

£ hus foil’d their mightieft. | 

Abdiel had the fuperiority of Belial as much ‘in'thie 
warlike combat, asin the peaceful countels- 


Nor was it anght but juft, — 
That he, who in debate of truth had won, © 
Should win in arms—in both difputes miLE 
Vicior. 


But notwithftanding I have Gokes with fome af- 
perity again{t fentiment, as oppofed to principle, yet 


Lam cape that true genuine fentiment aise the 


a 
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fort I have been deferibing) may be fo connected with 
principle, as to beftow on it its brighteft luftre, and 
its moft eaptivating graces. And enthufialm is fo 
far from being difagreeable, that a portion of it is 
perhaps indifpenfably neceflary in an engaging we- 
man. Butit muftbe.the enthufiafm of the heart, not 
of the fenfes. It muft be the enthufiafm which grows 
up with a feeling mind, and is cherifhed by a virtuous 
education—not that which is compounded of irregu- 
lar paffions, and artificially refined by books of unnatu- 
ral fiction and improbable adventure. Iwill even go 
fo. far as to affert, that a young woman cannot have 
any real greatnefs of foul, or true elevation of princi- 
ple, ifthe has not a tincture of what the vulgar would 
callromances but which perfons of a certain way of 
thinking willdifcern to proceed from thole fine feclings, 
and that charming fenfibility, without which, though 
a woman may be worthy, yet fhe can never be amia- 
Ble. : “5 i538 

But this dangerous merit cannot be too rigidly 
watched, as it is very apt tolead thofe who poffeis it 
into inconveniencies from which lefs interefting cha- 
racters are happily exempt. Young women of flrong 
fenfibility may be carried by the very amiablenefs of 
this temper, into the moft alarming extremes. Their 
Aaitesare paflions. They love and hate with all their 
hearts, andfcarcelyfuffer themfelves to feel areafonable 
preference before it itengthensintoa violentattachment, 
., When an innocent girl, of this open, trufting, ten- 
der heart, happensto meet with one of her own fex 
and age, whofe addrefs and manners are engaging, 
fhe is inftantly feized with an ardent defire to com- 
mence a friendfhip with her. She feels the moftlive- - 
ly impatience at the reftraints of company, and the 
decorupisof ceremony. She longs to be alone with 
her, longs to affure her of the warmth of her tender- 
nefs, and generouily afcribes to the fair ftranger all 
the good qualities fhe feels in her own heart, or rather 
all thofe which fhe has met with, in her reading, dif- 
_ perfed ina variety of heroimes. She is perfuaded, that 


\ 
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her new friend unites them niin mehnan® 5a 


carries in her pr epolleiting countenance the promife of 
them all. How pectel a how. cenforious would: this 
inexperienced girlthink her mother was, w io fhould 
venture to hint, that the agreca Dies unknown, had de-~ 
fedis in her ten ape *, or exceptions In her charaéter ! 7 
She {hould iniftake thefe hints of diferetion for the in- - 
Gnuations of au uncharitable difpofition.” At firft fhe 
would Bee Ups lifien to them with a- genercus impati- 
ence, and afterwards witha cold and filent difdain 
She would difpile them as the effect of “prejudice, mif- ig 
reprefentat: on, orignorance. 4 Lhe more avprayated the — 
-cenfure, the more vehemently would fhe proteft in» 
4ecret, that her friendihip for this dear injured crea- 
tiire (whois raifed much hig] her in her efteem by fuch. - 
injurious falpicions) fhall knew 10° dunes as fhe is 
afiured it can know no end. . 
Yet this trutting eee this hone indiferetion, 
is, at this early period of life, as amiable as it is natu 
ral; and will, Wowifely .cultivated, produce, at its 
proper feafon, fruits infinitely more patente than all 
the guarded circumipedtion of prenzature, and there- 
fore artificis al prudetice, Men, 1 believe, are feldom: 
ftruck with thefe fadden prepoileti ons-in favor of each 
other, They are not iounfulpediing, nor fo eafily led 
away by the predom! inance of fancy.” They engage 
more wa rly, and pats through the feveral tages of. 4 
acquainance, intimacy, Naika confidence, by flower 4 
eradations ; but w pei af they are fometimes déceiv--. J 
ed in the choice of a friend, entoy even then an higher 
degree of fatisfaction, than if theyhever trufted. For © / 
to be always clad in the burdenfome armour of fulpici- 
on, is more painful and inconvenient, than to run the 
hazard of fuilering now and*then a trantient injury. »- 
/ But the ahove obfervations only extend to the young NY 
and the inexperienced ; for I am very certain, that’ gf 
women are capable of as faithful and as durable friend- — 
fhip as any of the other fex, They can enter not on— ws 
ly into all the enthufiattic tendernefs, but intoallthe ~ itl ; 
folid Her of attachment. pene aH 165 
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tebe of equal weight with thofe of Nyfus and Eu- 
ryalus, Thefeus and Pirithous, Pylades and Orefies, 
let it be remembered, that it is becaufe the recorders of 
thofe characters were men, and that the very: exiftence 

of them is merely alg 


i : \ Ox True and ae Meeknefi. 

: * 

LOW voice and foft idk efs are the common in- 

dications of a well bred woman, and fhould feem 
‘to be the natural effects of a meek and quiet {pinit 3 
but they are only the outward and vifible figns of it ; 
for they are no more meeknefs itfelf, than a red coat 
is courage, or a black one devotion. 

Yet nothing is more common than to miftake the fon 
‘for the thing itfelf 5 nor is any practice more oe ae 
‘than that.of endeavouring to acquire the exterior 

mark, without once thinking to eS after the in- 
terior grace. Surely this is ‘hepinning at the wrong 
end, like attacking the fymptom, and neslecting the 
diveate: Fo regulate the features, while the foal is 
intumults, or to command the voice, while the pafli- 

ous are without reftraint, is as idte as throwing odours 
into a ftream when the fource is poluted. 

The fapient hing, who knew better than any man. 
the nature and power of beauty, has affured us, that 
the temper of the mind has a ftrong influence upon the 
features : ‘¢ Wifdom maketh the face to fhine,”’ fays 
that exquifite judge: and furely no part of wifdom is 
more likely to produce this amiable effect, than a 
placid ferenity of foul. 

Ic will not be difficult to diftingwith the true from the 
artificial meeknefs, The former is univerfal and ha- 
bitual; the latter, focal and temporary, Every young 

fenvale may keep this rule by her, to enable her to 
' form’a juft judgment of her own temper ? if fle is not 
as gentle to her chambermaid, as fhe is to her vifiter, 
- the may reft atisfied, that the f pirit of gentlenels is not 
ee 


a 
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Who would not be fhocked and difappointed iis be- 
hold the well-bred young lady, foft and engaging as. 


ee 
x? 


the doves of Venus, difplaying a:thoufand graces and 


aturactions to win the hearts of a large company—-and 
the inftant they are gone, to fee. her look mad as the. 
Pythian maid, and all the frightened graces driven 
from her ee countenance, only becaule her gown 
was brought home a quarter ofan hour later than fhe 
expe: Sted, . er her riband fent half,a fhade lighter or 
darker than fhe ordered? \9 
All men’s char acters are faid to proceed fi om their 
fer vants ; and this is more particularly true of ladies: 
for as‘their fituation are more domettic, ek lie. more 
open to the inipedtion of their families, to whom their 
real characters are eafily and perfectly known; for 
they feldom think it- worth while to practife: any dif- 


Polk at 


guife before thofe, whofe good opinion they do not va-. - 


jue, and whoare obliged to fama? to their moft in- 


/fapportable humours, becaufe they are paid for it. 


Among women. of breeding, the exterior of gentle- 
nefsis fo uniformly afiumed, and the whole manner 
is fo perfectly level and uni, that it is next to impoffi- 
ble for a ftr anger to know any thing of their ets dif> 
politions by converfing with ae : “and even the very 
features are fo exactly regulated, that phyfiognomy, 


~ which may, fometimes be trutted among the valgary i ib, 


“withthe ‘polite, a moftlying {cience. 

A very termagant woman, if fhe ‘happens alfo to hs 
avery artfulone, will be confcious fhe has fo much to 
conceal, that the dread of betraying her real temper, 
will make her put on an over-a¢ted foftnefs, which, 
from its very exeefs, may be diftinguithed from the na- 
tural by a penetrating eye. That gentlenefs is ever 
liable 2 to be fufpectedior the counterfeited, which is fo 
exceffive as to deprive people of the proper ufe of 
{peech, and motion, or which, as Hamlet fays, makes. 
them lifpandamble, and nicks and God’s creatures. 

The countenance and manners of fome very fafhion- 
able perfons may be compared. to the infcriptions e 
their monuments, which fpeak nothing ere 


cae 


Dp FALSE MEEKNESS “47 





-what is within; but he who knows any thing of the 
-world, or of. the human heart, will no more trult tothe 
countenance than he Wi 1 depend on the epitaph. 
_ Among the various artifices of faétitious mecknefs, 
one of the moft frequent and moft plaufible, is that of 
-aileciing to bevalwaysequally delighted with all per 
fons and ali charaéiers.. The fociety of thefe Fai 
beings is-without confidence ; their frie pies without 
attachment; and their love without affection, or even 
preference. This infipid mode of conduct imay be fate 5 
‘but I cannot think it has either Whe: fente, ‘oy prin- 
ciple in it. 

Thefe uniformly failing and drain’ ladies, wl] 
have neither the noble courage to reprehend vice, nor 
_the generous warmth to bear their honeft teftimeny in , 

the caufe of virtue, conclude every one to be ill-natured 
'who has any peneti ration, ard look upon a diftinenifh-. 
ing judgement as want of tendernels. But they thoutd 
learn, that this difcernment does not always proceed 
from an uncharitable tempery but from that long ex- 
perience and thorough knowledge of the world, which 
lead thofe who have it, to {erutinize into the conduct 
and difpofition . of men, before they truft entirely to. 
“thoie fair appearances which fometimes veil the mott 
infidious purpofes. 
We are perpetually. miftaking the qualities and di i 
pofitions of our own hearts. We elevate our failings 
into virtues, and qualify our. vices into weakneiles > 
and hence arife fo many falfe judgments refpecting 
meeknefs. Self-ignorance is at the root of all this 
mifchief. Many ladies complain, that, for their part,. 
their {piri it is is fo. meek that they cam bear nothing 5 
whereas, if they {poke truth, they would: fay, their 
{pirit is fo high and unbroken, that they can bear no- 
thing. Strange ! to plead theis eekne{s as a reafon 
why they cantot endure to be crofled, and to preduce: 
their impatience of contradiction, as a pect of Chein | 
: Gees 

_ Mecknefs, like moft other virtues, has certain ie 

mits, bhai it no fooner exceeds, than it hub aN cris, 
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minal. ‘Servility of fpirit is not gentlenefs, but weak- 
nefs; and if allowed, under the {pecious appearances 
it fometimes puts on, will lead to the moft dangerous 
compliances. She who hears innocence maligned 
without vindicating it, falfehood aflerted without con- 
tradi@ting it, or religion prophaned without refenting 

it, is not gentle, but wicked. a 3 

To give up the caufe of an innocent injured friend, 
if the popular cry happens to be again{ft him, isthe 
moit difpraceful weaknefs. This was the cafe of ma-_ 
dame de WNlaintenon. She loved the character and ad- 
mired the talents of Racine; fhe careiled him while 

_ @he had no enemies, but wanted the greatneis of mind, 

-. or-rather the common juftice, to protect him agginf 
their refentment, when he had; and her-faveurite 
‘was abandoned to the fulpicicus jesloufy of the king, 
when a prudent remonftrance might have preferved 
him. But her tamenefs, if not abfolute connivance, | 
in the ¢reat maflacre of the proteftants, in whofe 
church fhe had been bred, is a far more guilty inftance 
of her weaknefs; an inftance which, in {pite ofall her 
devotional zealand incomparable prudence, will difqua- 
lity her from fhiningin the annals of good women, how- 
ever fhe may be entitled tofigure among the great and 
the fortinate. Compare hercondact withthat of her un- 
daunted and pious countryman and contemporary, Bou-- 
gi, who, when Louis would have prevailed on him to 
renounce his religion for a commiilion or a govern- 
ment, nobly replied, ‘If I could be perfuadéed to be- 
tray my God for a marfhal’s ftaff, I might betray my 
king for a bribe of much lefs confequence.” 2 

Meeknefs is imperfect if it be net both active and. 
paflive—if it will not enable us to fubdue our own paf— 
fions and refentments, as well as qualify us to bear 
patiently the paffions and refentments of others. : 

'_ Before we give way to any violent emotion of anger, 
it would, perhaps, be worth while to confider the va- 
lue of the object which excites it, and to refle&t fora 
moment, whether the thing we fo ardently defire, or 
fo vehemently refent, be really of as much importance 
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“to us, as that delight! fut tranquillity offoul, which we 
“renounce in partuit of it. : If, onva fair galealacio: ay 
We find we ‘are not likely to get. as much as we are 
‘fure to lofe, then putting all religious rece ent cai 
“out of the queftion, common fenfe and human policy 
willtellus, we have made a feolifh and Hepr alitable 
exchange. Inward quiet is a part of fone’s felf; the 
“object of our refentment may be only a Abatiae 1 Opi- ¥ 
‘nion; and certainly, what makes a portion of our ac- 
‘tual happi 1efs ought to be too dear to us, to be-facri- 
ficed fora trifling, foreign, perhaps imaginary good. 

* The moft pointed fatire 1 remember to have read, 
on a mind enflaved by anger, is ah obfervation of Sene 
Fea s2. tS Alexander,’ {aid he, ‘% had ‘two. friends, 















* Clitus and Lyfirnachus ; ; the one he expofed to’a ie 
on, the other to himfelf: he who was turned loofe 
to the beaft efcaped ; but Clitus was mutde ted ¢ 
‘*¢ for he was turned fooleto'ah angry man.” 

* A paflionate woman’s happin 2e{s Is Hever inher own 
keeping : ft is the fport of accident, and the flave of 
events. It isin the power of ae pepe gi her 
fervants, but chiefly of her enemies; < and all her com- 
torts lie at the merey of others. ~ §0 f rirom being 
prilling to learn of him who was meek’ aud luwly, fhe 
scontiders mecknefs as the want of a becoming (pints 
and lowlinels as a defpicable and vulgar meannefs. 
And an imperious woman will {0 little covet the orna- 
‘ment of 2 meck and quiet fpirit, that it is almoft the 
“only ornament fhe will not be folicitous to wear. But 
efentiment is avery expenfive vice. How: dearly has 
it colt its votaries, even from the fin:of Cain, the frit 
offender in thiskind! It is cheaper (fays a pious 
writer) to forgive, and fave the charges. 2% 


2 


If it were only for mere human reafons, it would 
turn to a better account to be patient?) not hing defeats 
the malice of an enemy like a {pirit of for bearance 
the return ot rage for rage cannot be fo effectually pro- 
\ omiae. True gentlenels, like an lorpeaaurable: ar- 
mour, repels the moft pointed fhafts or malice: they 


cannot pierce through this invulnerable flricldy but cls 
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ther fall hurtlefs to the ground, or return, to wound : 
the hand that fhot them. . 

A meek -{pirit will not look out of itfelf for happi- 
nefs, becaufeit tinds a conftant banquet at home: yet, 
by a fort of divine alchymy, it will convert.all exter- 
nal events to its own profit, and be able todeduce fome 
good, even from the mot unpromifing 3 it will ex- 
tract comfort and fatisfaction frem the moft barren cir- 
cumftances: 44 It will fuck honey out of the rock, 
“+ and oil out of the flinty rock.” 

But the fupreme excellence of this complacent qua 
lity iss» that it natur ally difpofes the mind where it re- 
‘Cbs to the practiceof f every other that is amiable.— 

Yieeknefs may be called the pioneer of all the other 
virtues, which levels every ob{truction, and. {mooths 
every difficulty that might impede their SAETANce, Ore 
retard-their progreis. ; 

The peculiar importance and value of this amiable 
virtue may be further feen in its permanency. Ho-— 
nors and dignities are tranfient—beauty and riches 

_frailand fugacious, toa proverb. Would not the tru. 

ly wife, theréfor e, with to have fome one poffeflion, “s 

which they might call their own in the fevereft cxi- 

gencies ? > But this with can only. be accomplifhed by — 
acquiring and maintaining that calm and abfelute felf- 
poifeflion, which, asthe world had no hand in giving, | 
fo it cannot, by the moft PHaliciows exertion pb its 
power, take away. 


_ 





Thoughts onthe cultivation of the heart- and temper in the 
education of daughters. . 3 


ee 


J HAVE not the foolith. prefumption 1 to imagine, | 
that Icanofferany thing new on a jubject which 
has been fo fuccefsfully treated by many learned and 
able writers. I wouldonly, with all poffible deference, j 
beg leave to hazard.a few fhort remarks on that part 
of the fubjeét of education, which I would call the we . 
cation of theheart.. Yam wellaware, that this part ia 
{o has not been lefs skilfully and foreibly aifeuded dias 


D 
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the rétt, Anouph: 1 cannot, at the fine time, help re- 
imarking, that it does not appear to have been fo much 
adopted into common practice. 
It appears then, that notwithftanding the great and 
eal improvements, which have been. ‘made in the af- 
i ir of female education, and notwithitanding the 
more enlarged and generous views of it, which pre- 
wailin the predent day,” there is {till a very material 
defe&t, which itisnot, in general, enough the object 
bf attention to remove. ‘This defeat feems to confitt 
in this, that too little regard is paid to the dipofition 
of the mind; that the indications of the temper are not 
properly cherifhed: nor the atfections of the heart fut- j 
ficiently regulated. : 
In the firft education of girls, asfar as the davlana, 
‘Avhich fathion eftablifhes, are right, they fhould un- 
doubtedly be followed. “Met the exterior be made a 
confiderable object of attention; but let it net be the 
principal, let it not be the only one. Let the graces 
be induitrioufly cultivated ; but let them not be culti> 
vated at the expenfe‘of the virtues.—Let the arms, 
the head, the whole perfon be carefully polifhed; but 
det not the heart be the only portion-ef the human an- 
‘atomy, which fhall be totally overlooked. : 
. The negleét of this cultivation feems to proceed 
as much from a bad tafte, as ‘from a falfe principal. 
The generality of people form their judgment of edu- 
cation by flight and fudden appearances, which is cer- 
‘tainly a wrong way of determining. - Mufic, dancing,. 
‘and languages, gratify thofe who teach fhest by 
perceptible and almoft immediate eff ets; and when 
there happens to be no imbecility in the pupil, nor de- 
ficiency in the mafter, every fuperficial obferver can, 
infome meafure, judge of the progrefs. The cifects 
of moft of thefe dccomplifhments addrefs themfelves 
tothe fenfes: andthere are more who can fee and hear, 
‘than: there are, who can judge and reflect. 
’ Perfonal perfection is not oaly more obvious, itis al- 
ho. more rapid ; and even in very accomplifhed charac- 
‘ters, elegance ufually precedes principle. 
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joi ice at her procrefs in any palate art :’ but fhe will re-— 


-aecomplifhments theinfelves are freque atly of fach a a 
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But the heart, that natural feat of ewl Pleo 
that little troublefome empire of the paflicns, is | 
to what isright by flow. motions and im perceptible 
degrees. It muft be admonithed by reproof. and al- 
lured by kindnefs. Its livelieft advances are frequent- 
ly impeded by the obftinacy of pr cjudice, andits bright-— 






_ eft promifes often obfcured by the tempeits ef pafiion, 


It is flow in its acquifition of virtue, and reluctant in- 


__ its approaches to piety. 


There is another reafon, cae proves this mental | 
cultivation to be more pitted tapt, as well as more dif- 
ficult, than any other part apie In the ufval 
fafhionable accomplifhments, the bufine’s of acquirin 


them is almolt always getting forwards, and one diffi- 


culty is conquered, beiore another 1s fufiered to fhow 
itfelf; for a prudent teacher will level the road his 
pupil is to pats, and {mooth-the inequalities w hich 
might retard her progrefs. 

RBut.in morals, gre fhould be phe great object 
conitantly kept in View) the tak is far more difficult. 5 
The unruly and turbulent defires of the heart are Dot | 
fo obedient 3 one paffion will ftart up, before another is 
fupprefied. The fubduing Hercules cannot cut off the” 
heads fo often as the prolitic Hydra can'produce them, | ; 
nor fell the ftubborn Anteus, fo faftas he can recruit © 
hisftrength, and rife in vigourous and i ship va Oppo, y 
fition. , 

If all the accomplifhments could be bought at the 
nae eee fingle virtue, the purchaie would be infinite- 

y dea ar ! And; howeyer ftartling it may found, [think © 
sean aotwithtt randing, true, . that tl e jabours ofa ee 
and wife mother, who is anxious for her daughter’s © 
moft important interefts, will feem to be at variance 4 
with thofe of her inftrué tors... She will, doublets», re-4 


* > 









oiee with trembling :—-humility and piety. “form the 
folid and durable batis, on Which fhe withes toraife the 
faperftructure of the ankarie esis eee while. 


unfieady nature, that if the foundation i is net bec ieee 
: Zt ‘ \ eee 
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: in proporti on as the building is pleas it will be 


_ overloaded “and deftroyed by thofe very ornaments 






a, 
which were intended to embellifa what they have con- 


tribute ruin. : 
The ate oftenfible fiakieatinns fioala be careful- 


ly regulated, or they will be in danger of putting to 


flight the modeft train of retreating virtues, which 
cannot fafely fubfift before the bold eve of pablic ob- 


- fervation, or bear.the bolder tongue of impudent and 


audacious flattery. A tender mother cannot but fecl 
an honeft triumph, in contemplating thofe excellen- 
ciesin her daughter which delerve applaufe; but fhe 
will alfo fhudder at the vanity which that applaufe _ 


_ may excite, and at thofe hitherto ynknown ideas which 


it may awaken. 
The mafter, (it is hisintereft, and perhaps his du- 


- ty,) will naturally teacha girlto fet her she Panne: 


in the moft confpicuous point of light. Se faire valoir 
is the great principle indultrioufly inculcated into her 
young heart, and feems to be confidered as a kind of 


fundamental maxim in education. It is, however, 
- the certain and effectual feed, from which a thoufand 


yet unborn vani ities Sill fpring. This danger ous doc- 
trine (which yet isnot without its ufes) will be coan- 


. teracted by the prudent mother, not in fo many words, 


_ fhould be beft ena 


re i, 


but by a watchful and Fearcely. perceptible dexterity. 
Such a one will be more careful to have the talents of 
her daughter cultivated, than exhihited. 

@ne would be led toimagine, by the common mode 
of female education, that ‘life confited of one uni- 
verial holiday, aug d that the only conteft was, who 

bled to excel in the {ports and games 
that were tobe celebrated on it. Merely ornamental 
accomplifnments will but indifferently. qualify a wo- 


_man to perform the duties of life, though it is highly 


proper the fhould poffeis them, in order to furnifh the 


: arutfemenits of it. But is it right to {pend fo large a 


e° 


: portion of life without fome preparation for the bufi- 
r betta of Ewing) A a3 may does a little French and 
aa E 
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Ttalian, repeat a few paffages ina theatrical tone, 
play and 41 flag, have her drefliz ng-room hupeeowith hen. 
own drawings, and her perfoa covered with’ her own 
tambour work, and may, notwithitanding, have been 
ery badly educated, . Yet lam far from attempt ing to 
depreciate the value of thefe qualifications: t] hey. are 
roth of them not.only highly becoming, but often in- 
difpenfibly x veceflary 3 and a polite. education cannot 
be perfected. without them. , But as the werld feems to 
be very: well apprifed: of their impertance, there is 
‘tne leis occafion toinfilton their ptility.. Yet, thoush, 
well-bred young women fhould learn ta dance, fing, 
recite, and draw, the end of a good education‘is-not, 
that they may become dancers, fingers, players, or 
painters; its real object tis, to wivke them good daugh- 
ters, good wives, good miftrefles, good members: of 
fociety, and coodchriftians. he above qualiticatior Sy 
thepelones are intended to adorn their leifure, not to 
employ their lives; for-an amiable and..wile.woman 
willalways have eemthing better to. value herfelf on, 
than thefe advantages, which, however captivatin vey 
are itil but fubordinate parts of a truly excellent cha- 


ra 
a lam afraid parents themfelves fometimes con- 
tribute tothe error of which 1 am complaining. Do 
they not often feta higher- value on stags acquifitions 
- which are calculated toattraét.odfervation, and catch 
the u e of the multitude, than on thofe which are va- 
Inabl ex Denmaneg, and internal? Are they not fome- 
times more folicitous about the opinion of others, *re- 
(odes their children, than about.the real advan- 
tage and happinefs of the children themfelves? To 
an “injadicions and ‘fuperiicial eye, the beft educated 
girl may make the leaft brilliant figure, as fhe will 
probably have lefs flippancy in her manner, and lefs 
‘repartee ‘in: her exprellion ; ; and her. acquirements, to 
borrow bifhop Sprat’s idea, willbe rather enamelled — 
than emboffed. But her merit will be known and ac- _ 
knowledged by all who come near enough to difcern, © 
and have tafte enough to diftinguith. Ie will bes HDs 


oy 


t 
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derftood 3 and admired bye the man whofe happinefs fle 
is one dagta make, whole family the is to govern, and 
whofe children the isto educate. He will not feck for 
her inthe haunts of aifipation s ; for he knows he fhall 
not find her there ;, but he will feek for her in the be~ 
-fomof paginahnent: inthe practice of every domettic 
virtue, Inthe exercile of every amiable accomplith- 
ment, exertedin the thade,. to enliven retirenient, to 
heighten the endearing pieafures of focial intercourfe, 
and to embellif the narrow circle of family delights. 
‘To this amiable purpofe, a truly good and welleducat- 

ed young lady will dedicate the more elegant accom- 
plifiments, inftead of exhibiting them to attract ad- 
miration, or depreis inferiority. Lae 

Young girls, who have more vivacity than under- 

ftanding, will often make.a fpriehtly figure. in coa- 
‘verfation. But this agreeable talent for entertaining 
others, is frequently dangerous to themfelves, nor is 
it by any means tobe, defired or encouraged very early 
ja life. . This immaturity of wit is helpe ed on by fri | 
' volous reading, which will produce its effect inmuch 
leis:time than books of folid iniffruion: for the ima 
gination is touched fooner than the underftandin ea and 
eflects.are more rapid as they are more pernicious, 
Converfation fhould be the refalt of education, not the 
_ precurfor of it. Itis a golden fruit, when fufered to 
crow gradual! ly on the tree of knowle edge 5 but if pre- 
cipitated by for ‘ced and unnatural means, it will in the 
end become vapid, in proportion asit is artificial, 

The beft effets of a careful and religious education 
_ are often very remote: they are to be difeovered in 
future feenes, | and exhibited ins untried, connexions. 
Every event of life will be putting the heart bah frefh 
fituations, and: making demands on its prudence, its 
firmne(s,-its ES ERIY or its: picty. | Thofe, wltofe 
bufinefSit isto form it, can foreice none of thefe fitu- 
ations’ yet, as far as human wifdom will allow, they 
nuit enable it-to provide for ther all, with an hum- 
_ ble dependence on the divine affiftance. A well-dii: 
_ ciplined foldier mut learm and practice all his evalus 


f 
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| bi . Z . 
tions, though he does not know on what fervice his lea~ 


der may command him, by what foe he fhall be attack- 


ed, nor what mode of combat the enemy may ule. _ 

One great art of education confifts in not fuffering 
the feelings to become too acute by unneceffary awak- 
ening, nor too obtufe by the wantof exertion. The for- 
mer renders them the fource of calamity, and ruins 
the temper: while the latter blunts and debafes them, 
and produces a dull, cold, and felfith fpirit. For the 
mind is aninftrument, which, if wound too high, will 
lofe its {weetnefs, and if not enough ftrained, will a- 
‘bate of its vigor. 

How crvel is it toextinguifh, by neglect or unkind- 
nefs, the precious fenfibility of an open temper, to 
shili the amiable plow of an ingenuous foul, and to 
guench the bright flame of a noble and generous fpirit; 
Thefe are ef higher worth than all the documents of 
learning, of dearer price than all the advantages, 
which can be derived from the moft refined and artifici- 
al mode of education. . 

But fenfibility and delicacy, andan ingenuous tem- 
per make no part.oféducation, exclaims the pedago- 
gue—they are reducible to no clafs—they come under 
no-article of inftruction—they belong neither to lan- 
guages norto mufic. Whatanerror! They area part 
of education, and of infinitely more value, 





Than all their pedant difcipline e’er knew. 


Itis true, they are ranged under no clafs, but they 
are {uperior to all; they are of more efteem than lan- 
guages or mufic; forthey are the language of the heart, 
and the mufic of the according paffions, Yet this fen- 
fibility is, in many inflances, fo far from being culti- 
vated, that it is not uncommon te fee thofe who affect 


raore than ufual fegacity, caft a {mile of fupercilious — 
pity, atany indication of a warm, generous, or en-_ 
thufiaftic temper in the lively and the young: as much 


as to fay, ‘* they will know better, and will have 


_$¢ more difcretion, whenthey are older.”” But every, 


appearance of amiable fimplicity, or of honelt faame, 
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Nature’s hafiy confeience, will be dear to fenfible hearts; 
they will carefully cherish every fuch indication in-a 
youns female: for they will perceive, that itis this 

temper, witely cultivated, anol willone day make 
her enamoureéd of the lovelinef{s of virtue, and the 
beauty of holinefs; frotiy which fhe will acquire a 
afte for Gf dottfines of religion. anda fpirit fe per- 
form the duties of it. And thofe, who wilh to.make 
her atfhamed of this: char ming temper, and feek to 
it her of it, will, at. is to. be feared, give her 


nothing better j 1a exchange. Bat whoever reHledts at . 


all, will eafily difcern how judicioully its redundancies 
are to be lopped away- 
Prudence is not natural echo sins ; they can,"how- 


ever, fubflitute art in itsftead. Butisit not much bet-. 


ter, that a ci?l fhould difcover the faults incident to her 
age, than conceal them under this dark and i impene- 
trable veil’? TE could almoft venture to aifért, that there 

is fomething more becoming i in the Very Ayeics of nas 





ture, where-they are undifjga ifed,. ‘than in the affeéta-: 


tion of virtue itfelf, where the reality is wanting. 

And Lam fo far from being air admirer of prodigies, 
that 1 am extremely apt to F algoee, them; andam al- 
ways infinitely better pleated withnature, in her more 
common modes of opera ation. The precife and prema- 
ture wifdom,*which fome girls have cunning enough 
‘to aflume, is ‘of a there danverous tendency than any “of 
their nareeal failings can be as it efiectually covers. 
thofe fecret bad di{pofitions, which, if they difplay- 
ed themfelves, might be rettified: “The lelar ski _ 
affaming virtues, which are not inherent in ae he 


prevents the growth and difclofure of thofe sal Ma 


which itis the great end of education < “9 cultivate. 


But if the natural indications of the:temper are to 


‘be fuppreffed:and ftified; where are the diagnoftics, 
by whites the {tate of the mind is to be known? The 
‘wife author of all things, who did nothing in vain, 
doubtlefs intended them as fymptoms, by which to 
IRPES of the difeates of iy heart ; and it..1s.im- 
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poflible difeafes fhould be cured before they are 

known. If the ftream be fo cut off, as to prevent. 
communication, or fo choaked up as to defeat difcove- 

ry, how fhall we ever reachthe fource, out of which 

are the iffues of life > * 

- This cunnisg, which of all the different difpofitions 

girls difecover, is moft to be dreaded, is increafed by 

nothing fo much as by fear. If thofe about them ex- 

prefs violent and unreafonable anger at every trivial 

offence, it will always promote thistemper, and wilk 
very frequently create it, where there was a natural 

tendency to franknefs. The indifcreet tranfports of 

rage, which many betray on every flight occafion, and 

the little diftin@tion they make between venial errors 

and premeditated crimes, naturally difpofe a child to 

conceal, what fhe does not however care to fuppreis, 
Anger in one will not remedy the faults of another 5 

for how cam an inftrument of fin cure fin? If a girl 

is kept in a ftate of perpetual and flavifh terror, fhe 
‘will, perhaps, have artifice enough to conceal thofe* 
propenfities which fhe knows are wrong, or thofe ac- 
‘tions which fhe thinks are moft obnoxious to-punifh- 

ment. But, neverthelefs, fhe will not ceafe to indulge 
thofe propenfities, and toe commit thofe actions, when 
he can do it withimpunity. 

Good difpofitions, of themfelves, will go but a very: 
litle way, unlefsthey are confirmed into good princi~ 
pies. And this cannot be effected but by a -carefal 
courfe of religious inftruétion, and a patient and labo- 
rious cultivation of the moral temper. Ps 

But, though girls fhould net be treated with un- 
_kindnefe. wer the firft openings of the paffions blight- 
ed by cold teverity; yet | amof opinion, that young 
females fhould be aceuftomed,. very early in life, to: 
a certain degree of reftraint. The natural caft off’, 
character, and the moral diftingtions between the 
fexes, fhould not be difregarded, even.in childhood, 
That bold, independent, enterprifing f{pirit, which 





' 4s fo-much admired in. boys, fhould not; when it hap- © 


| “pers to difcover itfelfin the ether fex, be encouraged, 


a! 
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but fuppreffed. Girls fhould be taught to give up their 
opinions betimesy and not pertinacioufly 1 ‘to carry ona 
_difpute, even if they fhould know themfelves to be 
the right, Ido not mean, that they frould be ence 
| ofthe I berty of private judgment, but that they fhould 
by no means be encouraged to contra¢: a contentious 
or contradictory turn. Itis of the gredteft import- 
ance to their future happinefs, that they should 
acquire a fubmiflive temper, and a forbearing fpiritis 
for it isa leffon which the®vorld will not fail fo make 
them frequently practife, when they come abroad in- 
to it; and they will not practife it the worfe, for hav- 
ing learnt it the fooner. Thefe early reftraints, ia 
‘the limitation here meant, are fo far from being an 
effect of cruelty, that they are the moft indybitable 
marks of affection, and are the*more merita rious, as 
they ere fevere trials of tendernefs. But all the bene- 
ficial effe&s, which @ mother cam expec i from this 
watchfulnefs, will be entirely defeated, if it is prac- 
tifed occationally, and not habitually, and if it. ever 
appears “ be ufed te gratify caprice, iH-humour, or 
refentmen 
Thofe, ee have children to educate, quale to be 
‘extremely patient: it is indeed a labour of love: 
They fhould reflect, that extraordinary talents are. 
neither effential to the well being of fociety, nor to 
the happinefs of individuals. Hf that had been the 
cafe, the - Aeeee Father of the univerfe would net 
havemade them fo rare. For it isas eafy for an Al- 
mighty»€reator to provide a Newton, as an ordinary 
man; and he could have made thefe pow ers commen re 
which we now confider as wonderful, without any 
miraculous exertion of his omnipotence, et theexiftence * 
of many Newtons had been neceflary tothe perfe@ion 
of his wife and gracious plan.. i 
¢ Surely,. therefore, there is more pi iety, as well as 
-more fenfe, in labouring to improve the talents which 
children actual es than in lamenting that they 
do not poilefs fapernatural endowments, or angélic' 
-perfeSions, A lige of lord Bacon’s,furnifhes an_ 
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admirable incitement for endeavouring to carry thé 
amiable aii ‘Ghriftian grace of charity | to itsfarthe ft 
“extent, inftead of indulging an over- ANXIOUS care for’ 
more brilliant but Jefs ap ortant acquifitions. «* The 
“< defire of debhas in eset caufed the angels: to: fall's’ 
“the defire of knowledge in excefs caufed man to fall5- 
‘¢but in charity is mo ete cefs; neither can men nor’ 

** angels come into danger by it.’ 

A girl who has docility, will feldom be found te 
want underftanding enoug®for all the purpofes of a 
focial, a happy, and an ufeful life. And when we be 
hold the tender ho ve of fond and anxious love, blafted 
by. difappointment, the defect wilbas often be difcover- 
ed to proceed from the pect or theverror of cultiva-* 

. tion, as from the natura temper; and thofe who la- 
ment the evil, will femetimes be found to have occa= 
fiened ity 





injudicious for parents to fet owe tren too 
sea chem i cb diay ad on the merit of their children,. 
as it is for them to be difcouraged at every repulfe. 
“When sine withes are defeated:in this or that particus 
cular inflance, where they had treafured up fome dar= 
ling expectation, this is fofar from being a reafon for 
relaxing their attention, that it ought to be an additi- 
enal motive for redoubling it. ies who hope to*. 
do a great deal; muft not expect to do every thing. If - 
_they know any thing of thé malignity of fin, the blinds 
nefs. of prejudice, or the corrwption of the human heart, 
they will alfo know, that that heart will?always re- 
‘Inain, after the very beft poflible education, fall of ns. 
-_ firmity and imperfection. Extraordinary allowances, 
me therefore, mut ‘be made for the weaknefs of nature 
sin this its weakeft fate. After much is done, muclr 
owill remain todo; and: much, very much, will {% hi 
left undone. For this regulation of the paflions: and | 
affections caanct be the work of education’ alone, 
Without the concurrence of divine grace operating ony 
the heart. Why then fhould pare} repine, if their — 
aap are not always crowned with iminediate fucs 
efx? They: aay conlidery ey they are not vant 
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‘ing cherubs and feraphs, but men and women—crea- 
i tures, who at their beft effaie are altogether vanity : 
how little thea can be. seXpe: Get tee chen in the, 
-weaknefs and imbecility of infancy ! | L have dwelt o 
this part of the fubject the longer, becaufe | am cer- 
‘tain that many, who have fet out with a warm and 
“alive zeal, have cooled ou the very firit difcourage- 
ment, and have afterwards a!moft totally remitted 
their vigilance, through a criminal kind of defpair. 
_ Great allowances muft be made for a pro! fufion of 
-gaiety, loquacity, and even indifcretion fh children, 
‘that there may be animation enough left to fupply 
“an active and ufeful chara: Ser, when the firft fermen- 
tation of the youthful paffions is over, andthe redund- 
ant {pirits fhall come to fub! ide? 
If itbe true, as a confummate judge of Lama) ae 
ture has obferved, ae 
: i : 


















a EE SA, AMR hig 
x: _ That not a vanity is giy’n in vain, ie 






itisalfo true, that there is fearcely a fingle paffion, 
hs hich se not be turned to fome good account, if pru- 
dently rectified, and fkilfally tur nied into the road of 
fome neighbouring virtue. It cannot be violently bent, 
‘or unnaturally forced towards an object ofa totally 
“oppofite nature, but may be gradually inclined towards 
a correfpondent but fuper ior affeétion. Anger, ha- 
‘tred, refentment, and ambition, the mot refilefs and 
‘turbulent Bion: which fhake and diftraé&t the human 
foul, may be let to become the moft active oppofers of 
fin, after having been its moft fuccefsful inftruments... 
Our anger, for inftance, which can never be totally 
fabducd, maybe made to turn again{t ourfelves, for 
kandi im perfect obedience—our hatred, againft 
ry pecies of vice—our ambition, which will not 
be difcarded, may be ennobled: it will not change 
its name, me its object; it will defpife what it lately 
“valued, nor be aened to grafp at lefs than immor- 
‘tality. pe Sa 
_ Thasthej 2 joys, fear ‘sy hopes, defires, all. the paffions 
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andaffections, which feparaté in various curfents froni — 
the foul, will, if directed into their proper,channels, 
after having fertilifed wherever they have flowed,. re+ 
turn again to fwell and enrich’ the parent fource. 

Bhat the very paffieas which appear the moft ude, 
eontroulable and unpromifing may be adladi in the 
great fcheme of Providence, to anfwer fome imrport- 
dnt purpole, i is remarkably evidenced in the character © 
and hiftory of faint Paul. A remak on this fubject by - 
an ingenious old Syanithwriter, which I wi il here. 
take the liberty to tranflate, will better illuffrate as 
meaning, 2 

‘¢ To convert the bittereft enemy into the moft zeas 
“lous advocate, Isthe work of God for the inftructis. 
“onofman. Plurarciifias obferved, that the iain 
a feience: would be brought tothe utmoft perfection, 
*¢ when poifon fhould be converted into phytic. Tht Tr 
‘in the mortal difeafe of Judaifia and idélatry, our: 
‘‘bleffed Lord convertedithe adder’s venom of Saul the». 
“ nerfec ator, into that cement which made Paul the ~ 
tithe ct nofen vellel. That manly activiey, that reitle{g) 

“ardor, that burnt ing zeal for the law of his fathers/ 
“ that arde at thirft for the: blood of chriftians, did the ~ 
«+ Soa of God find neceflary in the man who was on <a 
“¢ day to become the defender of his fuffering people*.? 

Vo winthe paffions, therefore, over to the caufe of” 
virtue, anfwers a much nobler end than their extindlis — 
dn would poflibly do, even. if that could be effected, | 
But it is their nature never. to obferve auneutrality 3 2° 
they are either rebels or auxiliaries: and an enemy 
fubdued is an ally obtained. If I may be allowed to” 
change the allufion fo feon, I would fay, that the pats 
fions alfo refemble fires, which are friendly and bi 
ficial when under proper direction ; but if fut 
blaze without reftraint, they carry devaftation 

ith’ ther, < and, if totally extinguithed, leave the heed i 

nighted mind in a ftate of cold aid comfortlefs inanity. 
en i {peaking of the ufefulnefs of the paffions, as .7 













7 


en 
® '@head Quevaia, vida de. San Pablo ea Om 


aye 


% 


eE a ak ‘a ‘ . 
ON RELTGI O Nu no: 








Abiments of virtue, ry and dying mutt always be 
= oot ed 3. thete, ‘Lar perfuaded, mult either vo jon 
ill progreftive mifehief, or elie be radically cur 

efore any Zeon can be expecie from the pose 





believe that, eDVY, though pafled) throngh allthe moral 
dirainers, canbe refined into a-virtuous emulation, or 
dying improved into an agreea ble turn for innocent in- 
vention, Almoft all the other paflions may be made 
totake an amidovle hue’: but thefe two mutt either be 
cot rally, extirpated, er be alway contented to pr elerve 
@heir original deformity, and to wear their “native 
plack. | : 


Bee tie Importance of Religion to the Female ChavaGer. 














yan QUS are the reafons why the ereater bart BE 
mankind cannot apply themfelves: to arts or let- 









ties of particular. peri fons. Some are incapable of a 
siying ab them from the delicacy of their fex; fine 


se mbecilit ty of age. Many,are preclnded by the oor- 
Fowneds oftheir education, sand many by the ftriétnefs 
oF their fortune. “Lhe wifdom of Ged is wonderfully 
™manifefted in this happy and well erdered diverfity, 
u the powers and properties of his creatures; fince by 
ahus admirably fuiting the agent to the Ae tiai the 
Av ho! e fcheme’ tae human alfai rs is carried on with the 
maeit agreeing and confiftent ceconemy, and no chafm 
s left for the “want ofan object to fulit, exad tly. fated 
‘to lts nature. — fe 
»> But in the great and univer: “fal concerns of rel! iO, 
es, aud all ranks, are equally interefied.— 
Vv Catholic {pirit of Chrifti anity accommodates 
ith an aftonifhing condefcenfion, to the *cir- 














infirmities, or their intellectual deficiencies. No fu- 
“pene Of: arts: isthe leaft recommiendation, nor is 
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‘avhich las, been infected with them, Ker L never-will 


ers. Particular fudies.are pay fuited to the ee é 


tom the uniteadinels of youth; and others from the” 


{tances of the whole human race. ‘It rejects none 
on account of their pecuniary wants, their perfonal 
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any depreffion of fortune the fmalleft objetion. None — 
are too wife to be excufed from performing the duties © 
of religion, nor are any too poor to be excluded from ~ 
the confolations of its promifes ! a 
if we admire the wifdom of God, in having furnifh- _ 
ed different degrees of intelligence, foexadtly adapted — 
to their different deftinations, and in having fittedeve- 
ry part of his ftupendous work, not only to ferve its 
own immediate purpofe, but alfo to contribute to the — 
beauty and perfection of the whole; how much more 
ought we to adore that goodnefs which has perfeed © 
‘the divine plan, by appointing one wide, comprehen-. | 
five, and univerfal means of falvation—a falvation, | 
which all are invited to partake—by means which all _ 
are capeble of ufing—which nothing but voluntary — 
blindnefs can prevent our comprehending, andnothing — 
bet wilful error can hinder us from embracing. Bi 
The mufes are coy, and will only be wooed and” 
won by fome highly favored fuitors. The fciences | 
are lofty, and will not ftoop to the reach of ordinary — 
capacities. But *¢ wifdom (by which the royal preach-> 
‘¢ er means piety) isa loving fpirit : fhe is eafily feen 
‘¢ of them that love her, and fond of all fuchas feek 
‘“« her.” Nay, fhe is fo acceflible and condefcending, 


oe 







‘¢ that fhe preventeth them that defire her, making | 


: 
' 


‘¢ herfelf firft known unto them.” ana 

We are told by the fame animated writer, that — 
“¢ wifdom is the breath of the power of God.” How ~ 
infinitely {nperior, in grandeur and fublimity, is this — 
defcription to the origin of the wi/dom of che heathens, 
as defcribed by their poets and mythologifts ! In the 
exalted {trains of the Hebrew poetry we read, that | 











‘¢ wildom is the brightnefs of the everlafting light, — 
“¢ the unfpotted mirror of the power of God, ame the 
*¢ image of his goodnefs.”? SOF i ee 
_ Phe philofophical author of The defence of learning | 
i obferves, that knowledge has fomething of venom and 
malipnity in it, when taken without its proper cor-_ 
reclive, and what that is, the infpired St. Paul teaches * 
us, by placing it as the unmediate ah : Know-- 
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fedge puffethup, but charity edifieth. Perhaps, it is ae 
Vanity of human wiftloms unchaftifed by this correct- 
ing principle, which has made fo many infidels. it 
may proceed from: the arrogance of a felt fultici ient 
pride, that fome philofophers s difdain to ackno wledge 
- their’beliefin a Being, who havejudge d proper to con- 
ceal from them the infinite wifdom of his counfels ; 
who (to borrow the lofty language of the man Ge 
refufed to confult them wheu-he laid the foundati 
ofthe earth, when he fhut up the fea with doors, ae 
‘made the clouds the garment thereof. 

Aman muft be an infidel cither from pride, preju- 
dice, or bad education: he cannot be one unawares, - 
or by furprife; for infidelity is not occafioned by fadden 
impulfe or violent temptation. He may be hurried by 
_ fome vehement defire into animmoral a&tion, at which 
he will blufh in his cooler moments, and which he 
will lament, as the fad effet of a fpirit unfubdued by 
religion: but infidelity is a cali, confiderate act, 
which cannot plead the weaknefs of the heart, or the 
feduétion of the fenfes. Even good men frequently . 
fail in their duty through the infirmities of nature and 
the allurements of the world ; but the infidel errsona 
plan, ona fettled and Teche k principle. 
¥ But though the minds of men are fometimes fatally 

infected with this difeafe, either through unhappy pre- 
is polfeffion or fome of the ether caufes above mentioned: 
“yet lam un willing to believe, that there is in nature 
fo monftroufly incongruous a being, as a female i tafidel, 
- The leaft reflection on the temper, the ch aracter, and 
the education of women, mikes the mind revolt with 
horror from an idea fo improbable and fo unnatural. 

May I be allowed to obferve, that, in general, the 
minds of girls feem more aptly pochawed: in their early 
youth, for the reception of ferious impreflions, than 
_thofe of the other fex, and that. their lef expoled fitu- 
ations, inmore advanced life, qualify them better for 
the prefervation of them? The daughters (of good 
parents I mean) are often more carefully inftru 1dtedin 
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their religious duties than the fons, and this from a: 
riety of caufes. Theyare not fo foon fent from un 
alte parental eye into the buftle of the world, or fo 
ly expofed to the contagion of bad example: their 
hearts are naturally more flexible, foft, and liable to 
any kind ofimpreflion the forming hand may ftanrp on 
them} andlafily, as they do not receive the fame claf- 
{ical education with boys, their feeble minds are not 
obliged at once to receive and feparate the precepts of 
chriltianity and the documents of pagan philofuphy.— 
The neceflity of doing this perhaps fomewhat weakens 
the ferious impreffions of young men, at leaft till the 
underftanding is formed, and confules their ideas of 
piety, by mixing them with fo much heterogeneous 
matter. They only cafually read, or hear read, the 
feriptures of trath, while they are obliged to learn by 
heart, conftrue, and repeat the poetical fables of the 
lefs than human gods of the ancients. And as the ex- 
cellent author of The internal evidence of the chrifian re- 
ligion obferves, *¢ Nothing has fo much contributed to 
‘« corrupt the true {pirit of the chriftian inftitution, as 
‘¢ that partiality which we contraét, in our earlieft 
*¢ education, for the manners of pagan antiquity.”” 
Girls, therefore, who do not-contraét this early pars 





tiality, ought to have a clearer notion of their religi- | 
ous duties ; they are not obliged, atan age when the 


judgment is fo weak, to diftinguifh between the doc- 
trines of Zeno, of Epicurus, and.of Chrift 5 and to em- 


barrafs their minds with the various morals which — 


were taught in the porch, in the academy, and on the 
gn0unt. 


be fo mifunderftood, as tobe conftrued into the leaft 
difrefpeG to literature, ora want of the highefk re- 
verence for a learned education, the -bafis of all ele- 
gant knowledge: they are’ only intended, with all 
proper deference, to point out to young women, that, 


however inferior their advantages of acquiring a. 
knowledge ofthe belles-lettres are to thofe of the o- 


ther fex; yet it depends on themfelves not tobe fur- 
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It is prefumed, that thefe remarks cannot poffibly . — 
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_ paffed in this moft important of all ftudies, for which 
their abilities are equal, and their opportunities, pers 
haps, greater. | 
~ But the mere exemption from infidelity is fo fmall 
a part of the religious character, that 1 hope no one 
will attempt to claim any merit from this negative 
‘fort of goodnefs, or value herfelf merely for not be- 
ing the very worft thing fhe poffibly can be. Let no 
miftaken girl fancy fhe gives a proof of her wit by 
her want of piety, or that a contempt of things fe- 
rious and facred will exalt her underftanding, or 
raife her chara¢ter, even in the opinion of the moft 
avowed male infidels. For one may venture to af- 
firm, that with all their profligate ideas both of wo- 
men and of religion, neither Bolingbroke, Warton, 
Buckingham, nor even lord Cheflerfield himfeif, would 
have efteemed a woman the more for her being irre- 
ligious. . 

With whatever ridicule a polite free-thinker may 
affect to treat religion himfelf, he will think it ne- 
ceflary his wife fhould entertain different notions. of 
it. He may pretend to defpife it as a matter of opini- 
on depending on creeds and fyftems; but, if he is a 
man of fenfe, he will know the value of it, asa go- 

-verning principle, which is to influence her conduct 
and direct her-actions. If he “fees her unaffectedly 

*fincere in the pradtice of her religious duties, it will 
bea fecret pledge to him, that the will be equally 
exact in fulfilling the conjugal ; for he can have norea- 

‘fonable dependence on her attachment to him, if he 
has no opinion of her fidelity to Gop; for fhe who 
neglects firft duties, gives but an indifferent proof of 
her difpofition to fill up inferior ones; and how can 
aman of any underftanding (whatever his own res 
ligious profeflions may be) truft that woman with the 
care of his family, and the education of his children, 
who wants herfelf the beft incentive toa virtuous life, 
the beliet, that fhe isan accountable creature, and the 
reflection that fhe has an immortal foul? 


’ 
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Cicero {poke it as the higheft commendation of . 
Cato’s character, that he embraced philefophy,. not - 
for the fake of di/puting like a philofopher, but of izing 
like one... The chief purpofe of chriftian knowledge 
is to promote the great end ef a chriftian life. Every 
ratsonal woman fhould, no doubt, be able .to give a 
reafon of the hope thatisin her; but this knowledge 
is beit acquired, and the duties confequent on it bett 
performed, by reading bocks of plain piety and pradti- 
cal devotion, and not by enteringinto the endlefs feuds, 
and engaging in the unprefitable contentions, of par- 
tial controvertialiits. Nothing is more unamiable 
than the narrow fpirit of party zeal, nor more difguft- 
ing thanto hear a woman deal out judgments, and 
denouhce vengeance againft any one, who happens to 
difler from her in fome opinion, perhaps of no real im- 
portance, and which, itis probable, fhe may be juft as 
wrong in rejecting, as the obje¢t of her ceniure is in 
embracing. A furious and unmerciful female. bigot, 
wanders as far beyond the limits preferibed to her fex, 
asa Thaleftris or a Joan d’Arc. Viclent debate has 
made as few converts as the {word, and both thefe 
initruments are particularly unbecoming, when wield. 
edby a female hand. 

But though no one will be frightened out of their o- 
pinions, yet they may be perfuaded out of them; they 
may be touched by the affecting earneftnefs of ferious 
converfation, and allured by the attractive beauty of a 
confiftently ferious hfe. And while a young woman 
ought to dread the name of a wrangling polemic, it 
is her duty to afpire’ after the honourable charaCer 
of a fincere chriftian. But this dignified character 
the can by no means deferve,) if fhe is ever afraid to a- 
vow her principles, or afhamed to defend them. A 
protligate, who makes it a point toridicule every thing 
which comes under the appearance of formal inftrac- 
tion, willbe difconcerted at the fpirited, yet modett 
rebuke of a pious young woman. But'there is as much 
efficacy in the manner of reproving.profanenefs, asin 
the words. If fhe corrects it with morefenefs, the 
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defeats the effect of her remedy, by her unfkilful man- 
ner of adminiftering it.. If, on the other hand, the 
affects to defend the infulted caufe of God, in a faint 
tone of voice, and ftudied ambiguity of phrafe, or with 
an air of levity, and a certain expreffion of pleafure 
in her eyes, which proves the is fecretly delighted with 
what ihe pretends to cenfure, fhe injures religion much 
more than he did, who publicly profaned it ; for the 
plainly indicates, that fhe either does not believe or 
does not refpect, what fhe profefles. The other at- 
tacked it asan open foe: fhe betrays it as a falfe friend. 
No one pays any regard to the opinion of an avowed 
enemy , but the defertion or treachery of a profeffed 
friend, is dangerous indeed ! 

It is a ftrange notion, which prevails in. the world, 
that religion only belongs to the old and the melan- 
choly, and that it isnot worth while to: pay the leaft 
attention to it, while we are capable of attending to 
any thing elfe. They allow it tobe proper enough 
for the clergy, whofe bufinefs it is, and for the aged, 
who have not fpirits for any bufinefs at all. But till 
they can prove, thatnone except the clergy and aged 
die, it muft be confelled.that this is moft wretched rea- 
foning. “ fg i 

Great injury is done to the interefts of religion, by 
placing it in a.gloomy and unamiable light. It is. 
fometimes fpoken of, as ifit would actually make a. 
handfome woman ugly, or a young one wrinkled. 
But can any thing ke more abiurd, than-to. reprefeat 
the beauty of holinefs as the fource of deformity ? 

. There are few, perhaps, fo entirely plunged in bu- 
finefs,or abforbed. in pleafure, as not to intend, at 
fome future time, to fet about a religious life in good 
earneft. But then they confider it as a kindof dernier 
reffort, and think it prudent to.defer flying to this dif- 
agreeable refuge, till they have norelifh left for any 
thing elfe. Do they forget, that to perform this great 
bufinefs well, requires all the {trength of their youth,, 
andal! the vigour of their unimpaired. capacities? To 
i aS Cu 
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confirm this aflertion, they may obferve how much the 
flighteft indifpofition, even in the moft aGive feafon 
of life, diferders every faculty, and difqualifies them: 
for attending to the moft ordinary affairs; and then 
let them refiet, how little able they will be to tranf- 
act the mott important of all bufinefs, in the moment 
of excruciating pain, orin the day of univerfal debi- 
lity. : . 
When the fenfes are palled with exceflive gratifica- 
-tion—when the eye is tired with feeing, and the ear’ 
with hearing—when the fpirits are fo funk, that the © 
gzrafshopperis become a burden—how fhall the blunted 
apprehenfion be capableof underftanding anew {cience,. 
or the worn-out heart be able to relith a new pleafure? 
To put off religion till we have loft all tafte for 
amufement—to. refufe liftening to the ‘¢ voice of the 
‘* charmer,” till our enfeebled organs can no longer 
liften to the voice ef ‘¢ finging men and finging wo- 
‘¢ men,’?—-and not ito devote our days-to heaven, till 
we have “ no pleafure in them”’ ourfelves, isbut an 
ungracious offering. And it isa wretched facrifice to- 
the God of heaven, to prefent him with the remnants: 
ef decayed appetites, and the leavings.of extinguifh- 
ed paffions.. - . 


: ~ r - ed * Cw ie ‘ * 
Aiifcellancous Obferwations on Genius, Tafle, good: 
am Senfe, IC. %. 


™ OOD fenfe is as different from genitis, as percep=- 

r tion is from invention ; yet, though diftind: qua- 
hitvies, they frequently fubfift together. Itis altoge- 
ther oppotite te wit, but by no meansinconfiftent with 


* The author begs leave to offer an apology for imtroduc-. 
ing this effay,, which, fhe fears, may be thought foreign tov | 
her purpofe. But fhe hopes. that her earnefi defire of ex 
citing a tafve for literature in young ladies, (which encou-- 
raged her.to hazard the fellowing remarks) will not oR-- 
sTRuCT her general defign, even if it does not adualiy” 
PROMOTE 72. é ‘ he | PY Tatas 


akc 


sit Rie 


" 


On GENIUS, &. TE 

“ite ofa is not {cience ; for there is fuch a thing as ull=- 
vlettered good fenie; yet, though it is neither wit, 
‘learning, nor genius, itis a fubititute for cach, where 
\they do not exiit, and the perfection of all, stint 
they do: ares) # 

+ Good fenfe is fe far from deferving' the appellation 
of common fenfe, by which it is frequently called, thar _ 
“it is perhaps one of the rareft qualities of the hienan 
“mind. If, indeed, this name is given it in Felpect toi 
its pectiliar > fuitablenefs to the ‘pur pofes of common 
‘life, there is eteat pro priety in it. Good fente ap- 
‘pears to differ ‘from tafte in this, that tafte isan inflan- 
taneous decifion of the mind, a fudden rehth of what 
“is beautiful, or difguft at what is defective, in an ob- 
‘ject, without waiting for the flower confirmation of 
the judgment. Good{enfe is perhaps, that confirma- 
‘tion, which eftablifhes a fuddenly conceived idea, or 
feeling, by the powers “of comparing and pete ie 
They differ alfo inthis, that tafte feems to have a more 
“immediate reference toarts, to literature, andto almoft 
every object of the fenfes; while Agee fenfe rifes to 
moral excellence, and exerts its in nence on life and 
manners. Tafte is fitted to the perception and en- 





yoyment of whatever is. beautiful in att or nature: good 






fenve, to the improvement of the conduct, and the ve> 
-gulation of the heart, 

Yet the term, good fenfe, i$ ufed indifcri minately 
‘to expreis either a finifhed tafte for letters, or an in- 
‘variable prudence in the affairs of life. It i is fome- 
times applied to the moft moderate abilities, in which 

‘cafe the expreffion is certainly too frong ; and at: 
others to the moft fhining, when it is as much too 
‘weak and inadequate., A fenfible man is the ufual, 
‘but appropr iated praife, for every degree in the feale 
of underitand: hg, fret the fober mortal, who obtains 
fit by his decent demeanor and folid dulnefs, to him 
«whofe talents qualify him to rank with a Bacon, a 
* Harris, oa -Johnfoa. 

q Genius is the power of invention anid imitation. — 
‘Ttis an incommeunicable faculty > noart or {Kill of the 
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poffeffor can beftow the fmalleft portion of it on ano- 
ther: no pains or labour can reach the fummit of per- 
fection, where the feeds of it are wanting in the nind 
-yet it is capable of infinite improvement where It ac- 
tually exifts, and is attended with the higheit capacity 
of communicating inftruction as well as delight to 
others. . | 
It is the peculiar property of genius to ftrike out 
great or beautiful things: it is the felicity of good 
nfe fot to do abfurd ones., Genius breaks out in 
fplendid fentiments and elevated ideas: good fenfe 
confines. its moré circumfcribed, but perhaps more 
ufeful walk, within the limits of prudence and pror 
oriety. 


The poet’s eye in a fine frenzy rolling, 
Doth glance from heav’n to earth, from earth to 
‘ heav’n 3 ae 2 
’ And, as imagination bodies forth | 
- The forms of things unknown, the poet’s pen 
».. Turns them to fhape, and gives to.airy nothing 
-». Alocal habitation anda name. , 


rod 





_. Thisis, perhaps, the fineft piCture of human geni- 
us that ever was drawn by a human peneil. It prefents 
_-alively image ofa creative imagination, or a power 
» of inventing things which have no adtual exiftence. 
With fuperficial judges, who, it muft be confefled, 
make up the greater part of the mafs of mankind, ta- 
lents are only liked or underftood to a certain degree. 
Lofty ideas are above the reach of ordinary apprehen- 
fions: the vulgar allow thofe who poffefs them to be 
in a fomewhat higher {tate of mind than themielves.s 
_but of the vaft gulph which feparates thempthey have 
-not the leaft conception.. They acknowledge a fuperi- 
_ority ; but of its extent they neither know the value, 
__. nor can they conceive the reality. Itistrue, the mind, 
» as well as the eye, can take in abject Mees than it- 
felf; but this is only true of great minds: for aman 
of low capacity, who confiders a. confummate genius, 
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B oieuibtes one, who feeing a column for the firft timey 
‘and anding at .tco great a diftance to take in the 
whole of it, concludes i it to be flat; or hike one unac- 
quainted with the firft prin ciples of f philofophy, who, 
finding the fenfible horizon appear a plane furface, 
‘can form no ideaofthe {pherical ferm efthe whole, 
which he does not fee, and laughs at the account of. 
antipodes, which he canner comprehend. 
. JWhatever is excellent is alforare; what is ufefal 
is more common. How many thoufands are born 
qualified for the courfe em tployments of life, for ane 
avho is capable of excelling in the fine arts; yet fois 
ought to be ; becaufe our natural wants.are more au- 
merous, aif more importunate, than the intellectual, 
.. Whenever it happens that'a man of difti inguithed t ta- 
dents has been drawn by miftake, or precipitated by 
paffion, into any danserous indifcretion 3 jt is COM- 
‘mon for thofe, whofe cdldnefs of temper has fupplied 
the place, and ufur ped the name of prudence, to beak 
of their own fteadier virtue, and triumph in theirown 
faperior caution ; only becaufe they have never been 
affailed by a@emptacion flrong enough to fi urprife. them 
intoerror. And with what a vifible appropriation of 
the character to themfelves, do they conftantly con- 
clude, with cordial compliment to commer fenfe : J. 
Whey point out the beauty and ufefulnels of this quali 
ty fo forcibly and explicitly, that you cannot poilibly 
miftake whofe picture they are drawing with fo flat 
tering a pencil. The unhappy man, whofe condué 
thas been fo feelingly arraigned,. perhaps acted from 
good, though mifiaken, motives—at leatt, from mo- 
tives of which his ceniurer has not capacity to judge; 
but the event was unfavorable, nay the action might 
be really wrong, and the vulgar malticioufly take the 
pportunity of this fingle indilcretion, to lift them- 
felves nearer ona level witha character, we hich, ex- 
ftance, has always thrown them at the _ 
moft difyraceful and mortifying diftance. ML 
i. Phe clegant baeprepher of Collins, in his affeQing 


epology: ‘eas pe socmsentr ie eae remarks, that 
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‘¢ the gifts of imagination bring the heavieft ta‘k on 
‘¢ the vigilance of reafon 5 and to bear thofe faculties 
‘¢ with unerring wedtitude or invariable propricty, 
«¢ requires a degree of firmnefs, and of cool attention, 
‘© which does not always attend the higher gifts of the 
‘¢ mind: yet difficult as nature heffelf feems to have 
_ rendered the talk of regularity to genius, it is the 
“‘ fupreme confolation of dulnefs, and of folly, to 
« point with Gothictriumph to thofe excefles which 
» “are the overflowing of faculties they never en- 
6 Joved.”’ * es 
What the greater part of the world mean by com+ 
mon fenfe, willbe generally found, on a clofer enqui- 
ry, to be art, fraud, or felfifhnefs; that fort of fav- 
ing prudence which makes men extremely attentive 
to their own fafety, or profit—diligent in the purfuit 
of their gwn pleafures or interéfts—and perfeétly at 
_ their eafe as to what becomes of the reft of mankind. 
_ Furious, where their own property is concerned, phi- 
lofophers when nothing but the good of others is at 
flake, and perfectly refigned under all calamities but 
theirown. a a ate 
When we fee fo many accomplifhed wits of tie pre- 
- fent.age, asremarkable for the decorum of their lives, 
_asfor the brilliancy of their writings, we may believe, 
that next to principle, it is owing to their good fenfe, 
which regulates and chaftifes their imaginations. The 
yait conceptions which enable a true genius to afcend 
the fublimeft heights, may be fo connected with the 
{tronger paffions, as.to give ita natural tendency to 
fiy off from the ftraight line of regularity ; till goodifenfe, 
acting on thefancy, makes it gravitate powerfully to- 
wards that virtue which is its proper centre. “ai 
Add to this, when it is coliiidercd with what im- 
perfection the divine wifdom has thought fit to ftamp 
every thing human, it will be found, that excellence 
‘and infirmity are fo infeparably wound up in each 
other, that a man derives the forenefs of temper, and 
Writability of nerve, which makes him uneafy to 
ethers, and unhappy in himfelf, from thofe exquifite 
& . 
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i Fecligite and ee elevated pitch of thought, by which: 
‘as the apotlle exprefles it on a more ferious occafion, 
he i is, as it were, out of the body. 


It is not aftonifhing, therefore, when the’ fpirit is. . 


arr ied away oe the magnificence of its own ideas, 





- Not touch’d, but rapt—not weaker ra but infpir’d, 
that the frail body, which is the - ioral victim of 
‘pain, difeafe, and death, fhould not always be able 
to follow the mind in its afpiring flights, but fhould be 
as imperfect as if it belonged only to an ordinary 
foul. 
 Befides, might not providence intend to humble 
human pride, by prefenting to oureyes fo mortifying 
a view of the weaknefs and infirmity of even his beft, 
work? Per haps man, whois already but a little lower 
‘than the angles, might, like the revolted f{pirits, to- 
tally have fhaken off obedience and fubmiffion to his 
Creator, had not God wifely tempered human excel- 
‘lence with a certain confcioufnefs of its own imper- 
festion, But though’ this inevitable alloy of weaknels 
may frequently be found in the .beft characters, yet 
how can that be the fource of triumph and exaltation 
‘to any, which, if properly weighed, muft be the 
deepeft motive of humiliation to all! A good-natured. 


man will be fo far from rejoicing, that he w ill be ~ 


fecretly troubled, whenever he reads that the great- 


‘eft Roman moralift was tained with avarice, and the . 


“greateft Britith philofopher with venality. 
* Itisremarked by Pope, in’ his eflay on n etiticifin, 
rae 


Ten cenfure “coe 2 one that Writes. amit 
hut I apprehend it does not therefor ‘e follow, that to 
judge i is more difficult thanto write. If this were the 
cafe, the critic would be fuperior to the poet, whereas 
‘itappears tobe dire@ly the contrary. se The: Critics, 


hake 


* (lays the great champion of aye anee but fa- 
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«“ thions the’ body of a-work; the poet muft idiibe 
«“ foul, which gives force and direction to its actions 
“ and geftures. It fhould feem, that the reafon 
why fo many more judge wreng, than write il], is be- 
anfe the number of readers is beyend all proportion’ 
reer than the number of writers. Every man that 
reads is, in fome) meafure, a critic, and, with very 
common abilities, may point out real faults and mate- 
rial errors in avery well written book: but it by no 
eans follows, that he is able to write any thing com- 
parable to the work which he is ps oaess of ceniurine 
And uulefs the numbers of thofe who writeand of eons 
who judge were more Sane the calculation feems not 
to be quite fair. : 
~ A capacity for relifhing works of genius is the indu- 
bitable fign of a geod taite, But ifva proper difpofi- 
tion and ability to enjoy the compofitions of others, 
entitle a manto the claim of repatation, it is#till a far 
inferior degree of merit to his who can invent and pro- 
duce thofe com pofitions, the bare di inert of which 
gives the critic no fmall fhare of fame. — 

The prefident of the royal academy, in his admira- 
ble difeourfe onimitation, has fet the folly of depend- _ 
ing on unaffifted genitts, in the cleareft light; and 

has fhown the neceility of adding the knowledge of o- « 
thers, to-our own native powers, in his ufual ftriking 
and mafterly manner. “¢ The mind,” fays he, ‘* a bar- 
‘ren foil—is a foil foon exhatified, and will produce 
9 crop, or only one, unlefs it be continually fer- 
afi tilized, and enriched with foreign matter.” 
“Yet it has been objected, that ftudy isa great enemy 
to originality ; but even if this were true, it would 
perhaps be.as well that author fhould give us the ideas 
of fill: better wtiters, mixed and aflimilated with the 
matter in hisown mind, as thofe crude and undigeft-_ 
éd thoughts, which he values under the notion ‘that 
they are © original, The fweeteft honey neither taftes. 


_ of the rofe,, the honey-fuckle, nor the carnation 5 yet 


itis compounded of the xery -effence of age all, 
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we If, inthe other fine arts, this accumulation of know- 
ledge is neceffary, it is indifpenfably fo in poetry. It 
is a.fatal rafhnefs for anyone to truft-too much to his 
own ftock of ideas. He muft invigorate them by ex- 
ercife, polifh them by converfation, and increafe them 
by every {pecies of elegant and virtuous knowledge, 
and the mind will not fail to reproduce, with intereft, 
thofe feeds, which are fown in it by ftudy and obferva- 
tion. Aboveall, let every one guard againft the dan- 
gerous opinion, that he knows enough: an opinion 
that will weaken the energy and reduce the powers 
of the mind, which, though orce perhaps vigorous 
and effectual, will be funk toa ftate of literary imbe- 
cility, by cherifhing vain.and prefumptuous ideas of 
his own independence. | 

- For inftance, it may not be neceflary that a poet 
fhould be deeply fkilled in the Linnean fyftem; but it 
-muft be allowed, that a general acquaintance with 


plants and flowers willfurnith him with a delightful and . 


_ profitable {pecies of inftruiion. He is not obliged totrace 
nature in all her nice and varied operations, with the 
_ Minute accuracy of a Boyle, or the laborious invefti- 
gation of a Newton ; but his good fenfe will point out 
to him, that noinconfiderable portion of philofophical 


knowledge is requifite tothe completion of his litera-. 


d. 


ry character: . Thefciences are more independent, a1 
require little or no afliftance from the graces of poets 
but poetry, if the would charm andinftruct, muft not 
be fo haughty; fhe muftbe contented to borrow of 
the fciences, many of her choiceft allofions, and ma- 
ny of her moft graceful embellifhments ; and doesit 
not magnify the character of true poefy, that fhe in- 
eludes within herfelf all the {cattered graces of every 
feparate art ? a 
-The rules of the great maftersin criticifm may not 


be foneceflary tothe forming a good tafte, as the ex- - 


amination of thofe original mines from whence they 
drew their treafures of knowledge... 
The three celebrated eflays on the art of pcetry do 
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not teach fo much by their laws as by their examples 
the dead letter of their rules is lefs inftruétive than _ 
the living {pirit of their verfe. Yet thefe rules are. to 
a young poet what the ftudy,of logarithms is to a 
young mathematician; they do not fo much contri- 
‘bute to form his judgment, as afford him the fatisface ~ 
tion of convincing him that heis right. They do not 
preclude the difficulty of the operation; but at the con- 
clufion of it, furnifh him with a fuller demontftration. 
that he has proceeded on proper principles. When he 
has well ftudiedthe mafters in whofe {chools the firit 
critics formed themfelves, and fancies he has caught 
a {park of their divine flame, it may be a goad method 
to try his own compofitions bythe teft of the critic 
rules, fo far, indeed, as the mechanifm of poetry 
goes. Ifthe examination be fair and candid, thistris 
al, like the touch of Ithuriel’s{pear, will detect every 
latent error, and bring»to light ‘every favourite fail- 
ing. . 

‘Good tafte always fuits the meafure of its admira- 
tion to the merit of the compofition it examines. It 
accommodates its praifes, or its cenfure, to the excel- 
lence of a work, and appropriates it to the nature of 
it. General applaufe, or indifcriminate abufe, 1s the 
fignof a vulgar underftanding. There are certain 
blemifhes which the judiciousand good natured read-. 
€ P will candidly overlook. But the falfefublime, the 
tumour which is intended for greatnefs, the diftorted 
figure, the puerile conceit, and the incongruous meta- 
phor, thefe are defects for which fcarcely any other 
kind of merit can atene. And' yet there may be more 
hope of a writer (efpecially if he be a young one) who. 
is now and then guilty of fome of thefe faults, than of 
one who avoids them all, not through judgment, but 
feeblenefs, and who, inftead of deviating into error, 
is continually falling {hort of excellence. The mere — : 
abfence of error implies that moderate and inferior de= 

ree of merit, with which acold heart and a phleg- 
matic tafte will be better fatisfied, than with the 
magnificent irregularies of exalted {pirits, It ftretchew 
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fome niinds to an unéafy extenfion, to be obliged to 
attend to compofitions fuperlatively excellent 5 and it 
‘contracts liberal fouls to a painful narrownefs to def - 
¢end to botks of inferior merit. A work of capital 

enius, to a man of an ordinary mind, is the bed of 
cartes to one ofa fhort ftature ; the man is too lit- 
tle to fill up the {pace affigned to him, and undergoes 
the torture in attempting it: anda moderate or low 
production, to aman of bright oo is the punifh- 
ment inflicted by Mezeatitis ; the living fpirit has toe 
much animation to endure patiently tobe in conta& 
with a dead body. 

Tafte feems to be a fentiment of the foul, which 

ives the bias to opition;for we feel before we re- 
fect. Without this fentiment, all knowledge, learn- 
ing, and opinion, would be cold, inert materials 3 
whereas they become active principles, when ftirredy 
kindled, and inflamed by this animating quality. 

There is another feeling, which is called enthufi- 

afm. The enthufiafm of tenfibie hearts is fo ftrong, 
that it not only yields te the impulfe with which ftrik~ 
ing objecis a€ton it; bet fuch hearts help on the ef- 
fect by their own fenfibility. In a fcene wheré 
Shakefpeare and Hodgkinfon give perfection to’each 
ether, the feeling heart does not merely accede to thé 
delirium they eccafion: it does more ; it is enamour- 
éd. of it’; it folicits the delufion ; it fuesto be deceiv= 
ed, and grudgingly cherifhes the facred treafure of its 
feelings. The poet and performer concur in carrying 
us 


Beyond this vifible diurnal f phere. 


They bear us aloft in their airy courfe, with unrefifted 
rapidity, if they meét not with any obftruction from 
the coldnefs of our own feelings. Perhaps only a few 
fine fpirits can enter into the detail of their writing’ 
and acting: but the multitude do not enjoy lefs acute= 

ly, beca fe they aré not able philofophically to analyfe 
_ the fources.of their joy or forrow. ifthe others have 
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the advantage of judging, thefe have at leaft ehenpee® 


vilege of feeling: and it is not from complaifance to a. 


few leading judges, that they burft into peals of 
laughter, or melt into delight fal agony 5 their hearts 
decide, and that ‘is a decifion from ier | there lies no 
appeal. It mutt, however, be confeited, that the 
nicer feparations fad character, and the lighter and al-: 
moft imperceptible fhades which finnetinies diftinouith 
them, will not be intimately relifhed, unleft there be 

-confonancy of taffe as well as feeling in the fpecta- 

rs; though,, where the paflions are principally con~ 
cerned, the profane vulgar come in for a larger por~ 
tion of the univerfal delight, than critics ake Caueaie 
feurs are willi ling to allow them. : 

Yet enthafiaim, though the natural concernant! of 
genius, is no more genius itfelf, than drunkennefs is 
cheerfulnefs : and that sera aahaes which difcovers it-* 
felf on occafions not worthy to éXcite it, is the mark 
of a wretched judgment and a falie tafte. 

Nature produces innumerable objetts: to imitate 
them, i is the province of genius 3 to direét thofe’ imi- 
tations, is the property. of judgment ; to decide om 
their effects, is the bufinefs of en For taftes who 
fits as fupreme judge'on the productions of genius, is 
not fatisi€d when the ‘merely imitates nature; fhe 
mult alfo, fays an ingenious French writer, imitate 
beatiful nature, It requir es no leis judgment to reject 
thanto choofe : and genius might imitate'what is vul- 
gar, under pretence that it was natural, if tafte did 
not caref fully point out thofe objects which are moft 
proper for imitation. It alfo requires a very nice 
difeernment to diftinguith verifimilitude from truth ¢ 
for there is a truth in tafte nearly as conclifive as den 
monitration in mathematics: . 


Genius, when in full impetuofity of its career, of- 4 


ten touches on the very brink of error ; and is,” 


Whea indulging its fublimeft flights. . It is in thofe 
great, but dangerous moments, that the curb of vigi- 


lant judgment i is moft wa nning 3 while fate and fober” 


- a 
te 
haps, never fo near the verge of the precipice, a. 
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-dulnefs obferves one tedious.and infiped round of tire- 
fome uniformity, anditeers equally clear of eccentric 
ty and ofbeauty. Dulnefs has few redundencies: tore- 
trench, few luxuriancies to prune, and few irregulart- 

ties to {mrooth. Thefe, though errors, are the ‘errors: 
of genius, for there is rarely redundency without plen-- 
itude, or irregularity without greatnefs. The excef- 
fes of genius may eafily be retrencheds but the det- 
eiencies of dulnefs can never be fapplied: 

Thofe, who copy from others, will doubtlefs be nies 
excellent than thofe who copy from nature. To imi+ 
tate imitators, is tke way to depart too far from the 
great original herfelf,. The later copies of an engrav- 
ing retain fainter and fainter traces of the fubject, to: 
which the earlier impreflions bore fo itrong a. refem- 
blance. 

It feems very extraordinary, that it fhould be_ the: 
molt difficult thing in the world to benatural:; and 
that it fhould be harder to hit of the manners of real: 
life, and to delineate fuch charaCters as we converfe 
with every day, than to imagine fuch.as do: not exift.. 
But caricature is much eafier than an exact outline—- 
and the colouring of fancy lefs difficult than that of. 
truth. 

People do not always know what tafte they have,. 
till it isawakened by fome correfponding object ; nay,. 
genius itfelfis a. fire, which, in many “nines, would. 
never blaze, if not kindled by fome external caufe. 

Nature, that nrunificent mother, when fhe beftows: 
the Powe of judging, accompanies it with the capa-. 
city of enjoying. The judgment, which is clearfight-. 
ed, points out fuch objects as are calculated to infpire: 
love; andthe heart inftantaneonfly attaches itfelf to: 
Whatloever is lovely. 

In regard'to literary reputation, a great deal de-- 

. “pends on the ftate of learning in the particular age or 
nation, in which an author lives. In a dark and igno-- 
rant period, moderate knowledge will entitle its pof-- 
teflon toa contider able fhare of fame ; 3 whereas, to be: 
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diftinguifhed in a: polite and lettered. age,’ requitee 
ftriking parts and deep erudition. 

When a nation begins toemerge from a fate. af 
mental darknefs, and to ftrike out the firft rudiments 
of improvement, it chalks out a few ftrong but incor- 
rect {ketches, gives the rude outlines of general art, © 
and leaves the filling upto the leifure of happier days, . 
andthe refinement of more enlightened times. Their 
drawing is a rude Shozzo, and their poetry wild min- 
ttrelfy.. 

Perfection of tafte is a point which a nation no foon- 
er reaches, than it overfhoots ; and it ismore difficult 
to return to it, after having pafled it, than’ it was to 
attain, when they fell fhort of it. Where the arts be- -. 
gin tolanguifh after having flourifhed, they feldom, - 
indeed, fall back to their original bar ‘barifm : but a 
certain feeblenefs of exertion takes place, and it is’ 
more difficult to recover them from this dying languor 
to their proper ftrength, than it was to polifh: them 
from their former rudenefs ; for it is a lefs formida- 
ble undertaking, to refine barbari ity, than to Hop de- 
cay : the firft may be laboured into elegance; but the 
jatter willrarely be ftrengthened in into vigour. 

Tafte exerts itfelf at frit butfeebly andimperfedtly $ 
it is reprefled and kept. back by a croud of the moft 
difcouraging prejudices: like an infant prince, who, 
though born to reign, yet holds an idle {ceptre, which. 
‘he has not power to ufe, but is obliged to fee withthe 
eyes, and hear through the ears of other men. 

A writer of correct tafte will hardly ever go out of | 
his way, even in fearch of embellifhment ; he will ftu- 
dy to attain the beft end by the moft natural means $ 
for he knows that what is not natural cannot’be beauti- 
ful, and that nothing can be beautiful out of its own. 
place : for an improper fituation will convert the m 
ftriking beauty-into: a’ glaring defect. When, bya 
well connected-chain of ideas, or a judicious fuccef- 
fion of events, the reader-isf{natched: to “Thebes -.or* 
-Athens,’’? what can be more impertinent than for the’ 


poet to obfiruct the operation of ‘the: paffion he has: 
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it been kindling, by introducing a conceit which con- 
‘tradicts his purpofe, and interrupts his bufinefs! In- 
deed, we cannot be tranfported, even in idea, to thofe 
places, if the poet does not manage fo adroitly as not 
‘to make us fenfible of the j journey : the Beane we feel 
we are travelling, t the writer’s art fails, and the de= 
irium is at an end. 

-. ‘Proferpine, fays Ovid, Saul have been reftored to 
Bet mother Ceres, had’not Afcalaphus feen her ftop to 
gather a golden apple, when the terms of her reftora- 
tion were, that fhe fhould tafte nothing. A {tory preg- ~ 
nant with inftruction for lively writers, who, by ne- 
gieCting the main bufinefs, and going, out of the way 
for falfe gratifications, lofe fight. of the end they fhould 
‘principally keep in view. It was this falfe tafte that 
introduced the numberlefs concetti, which difgrace the 
-brighteft of the Italian poets ; and this is the reafons. 
why the. reader only feels fhort and Interrupted. - 
fnatches of delight, in perufing the brilliant but une- 
qual compofitions of Ariofto, inftead of that. unbroken 
and undiminifhed pleafure;* which. he conftantly re-~ 
ceives from Virgil, from Milton, and generally from 
Taffo. . The firft mentioned Italian is the Atalanta, 
“who will interrupt the moft eager career, to pick up 
the glittering mifchief ; while the Mantuan and the. 
Britith bards, like Hippomenes, prefs.on warm in the: 
-purfnit, and unfeduced by temptation. 

A writer of real tafte will take great pains in the 
perfection of his. ftyle, to»make, the. reader believe 
that he took none at all.. The writing, which ap- 
pears tobe mofteafy, will be. generally found to. be 
Yeaftimitable.. The moft elegant verfes are the moft 
-eafily retained : they faften themfelves on the memo-- 
Fy, without its making: any effort to preferve them, 
Be we are apt to imagine, that what isremembered 

-eafe, was written without difficulty, 
; aTo conctitic : genius isa rare and precious gem, nal 
“which few know. the worth $ itas fitter for the cabine 
, of the coanoiffeur, than for the commerce of Facies: 
¢ Good. fenfe. isa bank-bill, ‘conyenicat. for change, ne=~ 
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wxociable at ali times, and current in a places, — Te 
knows the value of {mall things, and confiders that 
an aggregate of them makes upthe fum of human af- — 
fairs. It elevates common concerns into matters of 
importance, by performing them in the beft. manner, 
and at the Hires fuitable feafon. . Good fenfe carries 
with it the ideaof equality, while genius is always. 
fufpected ofa defign to impofe the burden of fuperiori~’ 
ty ; and refpect is paid to it. with that relu@ance. 
whichalways attends other impotts, the lower orders 
of mankind generally repining’ moft at demands, ve 
which they are leaft liable to be ailected. 

Asitisthe character of genius to penetrate with a 
lynx’s beam into unfathomable abyffes and uncreated 
worlds, and to fee what is not, {o it is the property of” 
good fenfeto diftinguith perfectly, and judge-accura tely: 
what really ts. . Good fenfe has not fo pier cing an €yey. 
but it has as clear a fight. It does not penetrate fo» 
deeply, but as far asit, does fee, it difcerns dittinétly. 
Good fenfe is a judicious mechanic, who can produce 
beauty andconvenience out of fuitable means, but genius; 
(Ifpeak with reverence of theimmeafurable diftance): 
bears fome remote refemblance to the divine architeét,,, 
who produced perfection of beauty without any vitible: 
materials; who fpake, and it was created ; who. faidy, 
Set it.bey andkit: was. : 
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HAT the fibfequent (hice were written by a 
tender father, in a declining flate of health, for 

Helin ftraftion of daughters, and’ not’ intended for the 

pul blic, isa circumftance which will recommend them to 

every one whoconfiders them in thelight ofadmonition 

and advice. In fuchdometticintercourfe, nofacrifices are’ 

made to prejudices, to cuftoms, to fafhionable opinions. 
Paternal love, paternal care, fpeak their geniune fen- 
timents,  undifguifed and unreftrained. A Father’s: 

zeal for his daughters’ improvement in whatever can 

make a woman amiable, With a father’s quick appre-~ 
henfon of the dangers that too often arife, even from ©. 4% 
the-attainment of that very ‘point, fuggett his a dmoni-. | 
tions, and render him attentive to a thoufand little 
pracesand decorums, which would efcape the niceft 
moralift, who fhould undertake the fubject on unin- 
peoten fpeculation. Every faculty is’on the alarm, 
When the objects of fuch tender affections are concern- 

Eth ‘the writér ‘of thefe letters, eiverial pe seb Hees 
Se vigilance were doubled, a8 he was at that time 
fole parent ; death having before deprived the young 
adies of their excellent mother. His own precari-, 
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_ous ftate of health inf pired him with the moft tender 
folicitude for their future welfare ; and though he 
*. might have concluded, that the impreffions made by 
his inftractions and untferm example, could never be 
effaced from the memory of his children, yet his 
anxiety for their orphan condition fuggefted to hi 

this method uf continuing to them thofe. advantage 9 

- The editor is encouraged to offer this treatife to t 
phisties by the very fayorable reception which the reft 
of his father’s works have met with. The compara- 
tive view of the ftate of man and other animals, and 
the effay on the office and duties ofa phylfician, have 
been very generally read: and, if he is not deceived 
by the partaliny of his friends, he has reafon to believe: 
they have met with general approbation. 

In fome of thofe tracts, the author’s object was to 
improve the tafte and underftanding ofhis reader; in 
others, to mend his heart 3; In others, to point cut 
to him the proper ufeot philofophy, by fhowing its 
application to the duties of commonlife. Inall his 
writings, his chief view was the good of his fellow 
creatures: and as thofe among his friends, in whofe 
tafte and judgment he moft confided, think the pub- 
lication of this {mall work will contribute to that ge= 
neral defign, and at the fame time do honor to his me#. 
mory, the editor can no longer hefitate to comply 
with their advice, in core ae it to the public. a 
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‘ a Tntreldion. 
me ae 
My dear girls, 
OU had the misfortune to ke deprived 6f your mo= 
ther: at atime of life when you were pose 
. ae. your lois, and could receive Little benefit either 
from her inftruction or her example. Before th 
comes to your hands, sch Will like wife have loft y y 
father. 


lL have had many metaticholy reflections on Sie fois! 
lorn and helplefs fituation you muft be in, if it fhould 
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Beale God to remove me Ban you, before you are 
ive at that period of life, when you will be able to 
think and act for yourfelves. I know mankind too 
well; 1 know their falfehood, their diffipation, their 
eldant to all the duties of friendihip : und humanity. 
| know the little attention paid to helplefs infancy, 
You will meet with few friends difint erefted enough 
to do you good offices, when you are incapable of 
making them any return, by contributing to their in- 
tereft or their pleafure, or even to the gratification of 
their vanity. 

Lhave been fupported under the cloom hatural- 
ly arifing from thefe reficGtions, by a rela: on the 

oodnels of that providence which has hitherto pre- 
ferved you, and given me the meft pleafing proipect 
of the goodnefs of your difpofitions : ; ee by the fecret 
hope, that your mother’s virtues will entail a blefling 
on her children. 

The anxiety I have for your happinefs, has oe 
me refolve to throw together my fentiments relating 
to your future conduct in life. If I live for {ome years, 
you will receive them with much greater advantage, 
fuited to your different geniufes and difpofitions. If 
I die fooner, you mutt receive them in this very imper- 
feét manner,—the laft proof of my affection, 

» You will allremember your father’s fandnefs, when 
perhaps every other circumftance relating him is for- 
gotten. This remembrance, I hope, will induce you 
to give a ferious attention to the advices I am now go- 
ing to leave with you. I can requeft this attention. 
with the greater confidence, as my fentiments, on the 
moit interefting points that regard life and manners, 
were entirely correfpondent to your mother’s, whole 
judgment and tafte I trufted much more thanm 
u mutt expect that the advices whichT thal give 
mu, will be very imperfect, as there are many name- 
jefs delicacies i in female manners, of which none but a 
woman can judge. You willhave one advantage by 
attending to what lam going to leave with yous you 
weil hear, at leaft for once in your lives, the genuine 
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fentiments of asman'w ho has no yahberéhs in flattering 
or deceiving you. 1 fhall throw my reflections:toge- 
ther without any ftudied order, and fhall only, to avoid. 
confufion, range them under a few general heads, | 
You will Teer in a little treatife of mine juft publith- 

ed, i what an honorable point of view I have confider 
ed: your fex,—not as domettic dradges, or the flaves of» 
our pleafures, but as our companions and equals—das’ 
defigned to foften our hearts and polifh our manners— 
and, as Thomfon finely fays, ; 
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- _. And {weenten all the toils of human life. 


I fhall notrepeat what I kave there {aiden this 
fubjeét, and fhallonly obferve, that from the view 1. 
have given. of your natural character and place in 
fociety, there arifes a certain propriety of conduét, 
peculiar to your fex.” It is this peculiar propriety of 
female manners, of which | intend to give you my 
fentiments, without touching on thofe general rules 
of conduct by which men and women are ony, 
bound. 

While I explain to you that f{yftem of conduct which] 
T think will tend moft to your honour and happine(fs, I 
fhall, at the fame time,{ endeavour to point out thofe | 

virtues and accomplifhments which render you moft 
re{pectable — moft amiable in the eyes of aa own 
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XHOUGHL the duties of religion, frifly fpeaking, 
are equally binding on both fexes, yet certain 
differences in their natural character and education, 
render fome vices in your fex particularly odious. The 
natural hardnefs of our hearts, and ftrength of our 
aifions, inflamed by the uncontrouled licence we are 
"s often indulged with in our youth, are apt to render 
‘our manners more diflolute, and make us lefs fufcepti- 
ble of the finer feelings of the heart. Your fupericr 
delicacy, your modefty, andthe ufual feverity of your 
education, preferve you, in a great meafure, from any 
temptation to thofe vices to which we are moft fub- 
jected. The natural foftnefs and fenfibility of your 
difpofitions particularly fit you for the practice of thofe 
duties where the heart is chiefly concerned. And 
this, along withthe natural warmth of your imagin- 
ation, renders you peculiarly ed ess of the fecl- 
ings of devotion. 

There are many circumftances in your fituation that 
peculiarly require the fupports of religion, to enable 
you to actin them with fpirit and propriety. Your 
whole life is often a life of fuffering. You cannot 
plunge into bufinefs, or diffi ipate yourfelves in pleafure 
and riot, as men too often do, when under the pref- 
fure of misfortunes. You mnft bear your forrows ia 
filence, unknown and unpitied. You muft often put 
‘on a face of ferenity and cheerfulnefs, when your 
hearts are torn with anguifh, or {inking in defpair. 
‘Then your only refource is in the confolations of reli- 
gion- It is chiefly owing to thefe, that- you bear 
domeftic misfortunes better than we do. 

But youare fometimes in very differentcireu mftanes, 
that equally require the reftraints of religion. The 
natural vivacity, and perhaps the natural vanity of 
pen fex, is very apttolead you into a diflipated ftate 

fe, that deceives you under the appearance of in- 
nocent pleafure; but which ia reality waftes your 
I 
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fpirits, impairs your health, weakens all the fuperior 
faculties of yourminds, and.often fullies your reputa-,, 
tions. Religion, by checking this diffipation ahd rede! - 
for pleafure, enables you to draw more happinefs, even 
frém thofe very fources of arrsfement, which, when 
100 frequently applied to, are often productive of fati- 
ety and difguit, “ 
“Religion is rather a matter of fentiment than rea-) 
foning. The important and interefting articles of 
faith are fufficien‘ly plain. Fix your attention on thefe, 
-and do not meddle with controverfy. If you get into 
that, you plunge into a choas, from which you will 
never be able to extrieate yourfelves. It fpoils the 
temper, and, I fufpedt, has no good effect on the 
heart. 
_ Avoid ali books and all converfations, that tend to 
fhake your faith on thofe great points of religion, which 
fhould ferve to regulate your condu¢t, and on which 
your hopes of future and eternal happinefs depend. 
_ Never indulge yourfelves in ridicule on religious 
_ fubjeéts, nor give countenance to itin others by feem- 
ing diverted with what they fay. This, to people of 
good-breeding, willbe a fufficient check. 

1 with you to go no farther than the fcriptures for 
your religious opinions. Embrace thofe you find clear- 
ly revealed. Never perplex yourfelves about fuch as 
you do not underftand, but treat them with filent and 
becoming reverence. I would advife you to read only 
fuch religious books as are addreffed tothe heart, fuch 
asinfpire pious and devout affeCtions, fuch as are pro- 
per to direct you in your conduct, and not fuch as tend 
to entangle you in the endlefs maze of opinions and 

fyftems. | | 5 ee 
_” Be punGtualin the ftated performance of your pri- 


ue’ 






~ any fenfibility or imagination, this will eftablith fuch ‘ 
an intercourfe between you and the Supreme Being, as 
vill be of infinite confequence to you in life. It will? 
‘communicate an habitual cheerfulnefs to your tempers, © 
give a firmnefs and fteadinefs to your virtue, and en- . 
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able you to go through’ ‘all the viciffitudes of human 

with propriety and dignity. : 

I with you to be regular in your atten ndance on pub- 

lic wor thip, and in receiving the communion. Allow 

nothing to interrupt your public or private devotions, 

except the performance of fome active duty in life, 

to which they fhouldalways give placé.. In your be- 

at public worfhip, oblerve and exemplary at- 
tention and gravity. ., 

That extreme ftri¢tnefs which I recommend to you 
in thefe-duties, will be confidered, by many of oF 
acquaintance, as a {uperititious aah nt to forms 
but, in the advicesi give you cn this and other fubiedts 
I have an eye to the {pirit and manners of the'age.—- 
There is a levity and diflipation in the prefent man- 
ners, a coldnefs and liftleffnefs in whatever relates to 
religion, which cannot fail to infect you, unlefs you 
purpofely cultivate in your minds a Rees bias, and 
make the devotional tafte habitual. 

Avoid all grimace and oftentation in your reli gious 
duties, . They are the ufual cloaks of hy pocrify 5 3 at” 
Jeatt they fhow a weak and vain mind. , 

Do not make religion a fubject of common conver | 
{ation in mixed comipanies. When itis int troduced, 
rather feem to decline it. At the fame time, never 
futfer any perfon to infult you by any foolifh ribaldry 
on your religious opinions, but fhow the fame refent- 
ment you would naturally do on being offered any 
other perfonal infult. a the fureft way to avoid 
this, is by a modeft referve on the fubje¢t, and a 
ufing no freedom with others about their religi I: 
{entiments. ‘hay : 

Cultivate an enlarged charity for all mankind, how- sa 

ever they may differ from you in their religious opi- 
ty fons. «Phat. difference may probably arife frem cauf- 
ein which you had no fhare, and irom Which you 
— can derive no merit. 

Show your. regard to religion, by a di Riaeeiias 
refpeét to all its minifters, ‘of whatever periua fon, 
who do not, by tlieir lives, ‘difhonor their profeffion $ 
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‘but never allow them the direction of your confciences, 
left they taint you with the narrow {pirit of their party.» 

The beft effect of your religion will be a diffufive 
humanity to all in diftrefs. Set apart a certain pro- 
portion of your income, as facred to charitable pur- 
pofes. But in this, as well as in the practice of every 
other duty, carefully avoid oftentation. Vanity is al- 
ways defeating her own purpofes. Fame is one of the 
natural rewards of virtue. Do not purfue her, and 
fhe will follow you. 

Do not confine your charity to giving money. You 
may have many opportunities of thowing a tender and 
com paflionate {pirit, where your money is not wants 
ed. There isa falfe and unnatural refinement. in fen- 
fibility, which makes fome people fhun the fight of e- 
very object in diftrefs. Never indulge this, efpecially 
where your friends or acquaintances are concerned.— 
Let the days of their misfortunes, when the world for- 
gets or avoids them, be the feafon for you to exercife 
your humanity and friendfhip. The fight of human 
mifery foftens the heart, and makes it bétter: it 

checks the pride of health and profperity; and the 
diitrefs it occafions is amply compenfated by the con- 
fcioufnefs of doing your duty, and by the fecret en- 
dearment which nature has annexed to au our fympa- 
thetic forrows. 

- Women are greatly deceived, when ‘ey think they 
recommend themielves to our "Tex, by their indiffer- 
ence about religion. Even thofe men who are them- 
felves unbelievers, diflike infidelity in you. Every 
man, who knows human nature, connedts a religious 
tafte in your fox with foftnefs and peahbis ity of heart ; 
atleaft, we always confider the want of it as a proof 
of that hard and mafculine fpirit, which, of all your 
faults, we diflike the moft. Befides, men confiders 
your religion as one oftheir principal fecurities. for 4 
that female virtue, in which they are moft interefted. 
| df a gentleman pretends an attachment to any of you, 
and eadeavors to fhake your Cpreats principles, be 
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affured he is either a fool, or has defigns on you, which 
he dares not openly ayow. oF | 

» You will probably wonder at my having educated 
you in a church different from my own. ‘The reafon 
was plainly this: I looked on the difference between 
our churches to be of noreal importance, and thata 
preference of one to the other was a mere matter of 
tafte. Your mother was educated in the church of 
England, and hadan attachment to it; andl had a 
prejudice in favor of every thing fhe liked. It never 
was her defire that you fhould be baptized by a clergy- 
man of the church of England, or be educated in that 
church. On the contrary, the delicacy of her regard, 
to. the fmalieft circumftance that could affect me in 
the eye of the world, made her anxioufly infift it mighe 
be otherwife. But I could not yield to her in that 
kind of generofity. When I loft her, I became {til 
more determined to educate you in that church 5 ask te 
feel a fecret pleafure in doing every thing that ap- Jay 
pears to me to exprefs my affection and veneration for 
her memory. I draw but’a very faint and imperfect 
picture of what your mother was, when I endeavor 
to point out what you fhould be.* 
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NE of the chief beauties, in a fentale. character, 
J isthat modeft referve, that retiring delicacy, 
which avoids the public eye, and is difconcerted even 
at the gaze of admiration. I do not with you to be 
infenfible to applaufe: if you were, you muft become, 
if not worfe, at leaft lefs amiable women: but you 
may be dazzled by that admiration which yet rejoices 
your hearts. ‘ty or ahah 
When a girl ceafes to bluth, fhe has loft the moft 


powerful charm of beauty. , That extreme fenfibility 


WS 


— & The reader will rementber, that fuch obfervations as 
refpet equally both the Jexes, are’ all along, as much as 
poffitle, avoided. gets Settee 
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Which it indicates, may be a weaknefs and incum- 
brance in our fex, as I have too often felt; but in> 
yours.it is peculiarly engaging. Pedants, who think ” 
‘themfelves philofophers, afk why a woman fhould 
blufh, when fhe is confcious of no crime. It isa fif- 
ficient anfwer, that nature has made you to blufl: 
when you are guilty of no fault, and has forcedus to 
love you, becaufe you do fo.—Blufhing is fo far from 
being neceffarily an attendant on guilt, that itis the 
ufual companion of innocence. ; ; 

Thismodefty, which I think fo effential in your fex, 
will naturally difpofe you to be rather filent in com- 
pany, efpecially in a large one. People of fenfe and 
difcernment will never miftake fuch filence for dul- 
nefs. One may take a fhare in converfation, without 
uttering afyllable. The expreflion in the countenance 
ihowsit, and this never efcapes an obferving eye. 

i thould be glad that you had an eafy dignity ia your 
behaviour at public places, but not that confident eafe, - 
that unabafhed countenance, which feems to fet the = 

company at defiance. If, while a gentleman is fpeak- 
ine to you, Ose of fuperior rank addrefles you, do not: 
let your eager attention and vifible preference betray 
the flutter of your heirt: let your pride, on this occa-. 
tion, preferve you from that meannefs, into which. 
vour-vanity would fink you. Confider that you expofe 
yourfelves to the ridicule of the company, and affront: 
“one gentleman only to {well the triumph of another,. 
who perhaps thinks he-does you honor in fpeaking to you.. 

Converfe with men even of the firftrank, with that 
dignified modefty, which:may prevent the approach 
of the moft diftant familiarity, and confequently pre- 
vent them from feeling themfelves your fuperiors. | 

Wirt is the moft dangerous talent you can poffefs.—. 
It muft be guarded with great difcretion and good na-.. 
ture; otherwife it willcreate you many enemies.—. _ 
Wit is perfectly confiftent with toftnefs and delicacy 5. 
yet they arefeldom found united. Wit is fo flattering | 
‘to’vanity, that they who poffefs it, become intoxicat-. 
ed, and lofe all felf command. a 
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Humour is a diferent quality. It will make your 
company much folcited; but be cautious how you 
‘indulge it. It is often a great enemy to delicacy, 
and a ftill greater one to dignity ofchara@er. It may 
fometimes gain you applaufe, but will never procure 
you refpect. ge eS 

Be even cautious of difplaying your good fenfe.—. 
Tt will be thought you affume a fuperiority over the 
reftof the company. But if you happen to have any 
learning, keep it a profound fecret, efpecially from 
the men, who generally look with a jealous and ma- 
lignant eye on a woman of great parts, and a culti- 
vated underfianding. . 

Aman of real genins and candonr is far fuperior to 
this meannefs ; but fuch an one will feldom fall in your 
way; andif, by accident, he fhould, do not be anxi-- 
ous to fhew the full extent of your knowledge. If he 
has any opportunities of feeing you, he will fooa dif. _ 
cover it himielf; andif you have any advantages of | 
perfon or manner, and keep your own fecret, ke will 
probably eee you credit for a. great deal more than 
youpoflefs. The great art of pleafing in converfation 
confifts in making the company dan. ae them-. 


D talk. your-- 


felyes, You will more readily hear thé 
felves into their good graces, i 
Beware of detrartion, efpecially where your own: 
fex is concerned. You'are generally accufed of being 
particularly addif@ed: to this vice—I think, unjuftly. 
Men are equally guilty of it, when their interefts in-. 
terfere. As.yourinterefts more trequently clafh, and? 
as your feclings are quicker than ours, your tempta-- 
tions toit are more frequent: forthis reafon, be par-. 
ticularly tender. of the reputation of your own fex,. 
elpeciaily when they happen.to rival’ you in our re=- 
pard. We look.on this.as the ftrongeft proof of dig-. 
“Eas true greatne{s.of mind? — 
Show a compaflionate fympathy~ to- unfortunate: 
women, efpecially to thofe who are rendered fo by the- 
viliany of men. Indulge a fecret pleafure, |_may fay” 
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pride, in being the friends and refuge of the unhappy, 
but without the vanity of fhowing it. 2 ae 
Confider every fpecies of indelicacy in converfation, 
as fhameful in itfelf, and as highly difguiting to us.— 
Ali double entendre is of this fort. The aiffolutenels 
of men’s education allows them to Re diverted with a 
_kind of wit, which yet they have delicacy enough to 
be fhocked at, when it comes from your mouths, or 
even when you hear it without pain and contempt.— 
Virgin purity is of fucha delicate nature, that it can- 
not bear certain things without contamination. It is 
always in your.power to avoid thefe. .No man, but 
a brute or a fool, will infult a woman with converfa- 
tion which he fees gives her pain; nor will he dare to 
do it, if fhe refent the injury with a becoming fpirit. 
There is a dignity in confcious virtue, which is able 
to awethe moft fhamelefs and abandoned of men. 
You will be reproached perhaps with prudery. By 
- prudery is ufually meant an affectation of delicacy.: 
Now Ido not with. you to affeét delicacy; I wiih you 
to poilefs it : atany rate, it is better to run the rik of 
being thought ridiculous than difgufting. f 
_ The mea will complain of your referve. They will 
affure voulenat a franker behaviour would make you 
“more amiable. But, truft me, they are not fincere 
when they tell youfo, -I acknowgedge, that, on fome 
_ occafions, it might render you more: agreeable as Com- 
-panions, but it would make you lefs. amiable as women 
—an important diftinction, which many of your fex 
are not aware of. After all, 1 with youto have great 
eale and opennefs in your converfation 5 lonly point 
out fome contiderations,. which ought to regulate your 
beliaviour in that refpect.. ~ 3/5 > . 
Have a facred regard to truth. Lying is a meap 
and difpicable vice. Ihave known fome women o! 
excellent parts, who were fo much addicted to it, tha: 
{tors 


they could not be trufted in the relation of any : 








__efpecially if it contained any thing of the marvellous. 
or if. they. themfelves were the heroines of the tale 
‘This weaknefs did not pruceed from a bad hea 
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savas merely the effect of vanity, or an unbridled ima- 
gination. I donot mean to cenfure that oy embel- 
Hithment of a humorous ftory, which is only intended 
to promote innocent mirth. 

There is a certain gentlenefs of foirit and manners, 
‘extremely engaging in your fex—not thar indifcrimt- 
nate attention, that unmeaning fimper, which fmiles 

onallalike. This arifes either from an affectation of 
foftnels, or from perfec infipidity. 

‘There is a fpecies of finement in luxury, juft be- 

inning to prevail among the gentlemen of sie coun- 
try, to which our ladies are yet as great ftrangers as 
any women upon earth; I hope, { for the honour oi the 
fex, that they may ever continue fo; 1 mean the lux- 
ury ofeating. It is a defpicable, felfith vice in mens 
but in your tex it is, beyond expreflion, indelicate and 
difgufting. 

Every one, who remembers a few years back, is 
fenfible of a very ftriking change in the attention and 
refpest formerly paid by the gentlemen to the ladies: 
their drawing-rooms are deierted: and, after dinner 
and fupper,. the gentlemen are impatient till they re- 
tire. How they came to lofe this refpeéty which na- 
ture and politenefs fo well entitle them t 






in any country dep@nd on caufes yery various and com- 
plicated. I fnaii only obferve, that the behaviour of 
the ladies in the laftage was very referved and fately. 
It would now be reckoned ridicutoully ftiff and formal. 
Whatever it was, it had certainly the effet of making 
them more refpedted. 
_ Afine woman, like other finethings in natnre, has 
her proper pointof view, from which fhe may be feen 
to moft advantage. To "fix this point requires great 
dgment, and an intimate knowledge of the human 
art. By the prefent mode of female matiners, the 
adfes feem to expeét that they hall regain their ai- 
oe over us—by the fulleft dilplay of their per- 
onal charms—by being always in our eye at public 
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ferved freedom as we do with one another—in fhort, 
by refembling us as nearly as they poflibly can—but | 
alittle time and experience will show the folly of this | 
expectation and conduct. . rs Baad g 444 
The power of a fine woman over the hearts of men, 
of men of the fineft parts, iseven beyond what fhe con- 
ceives. They are fenfible of the pleafing illufion ; but 
they cannot, nor do they with to diffolve it. But if 
fhe is determined to difpel the charm, it certainly is 
in her power; the may foon reduce the angel toa ve- 
ry ordinary girl. re ; 
There isa native dignity in ingenious modefty to 
be expected in your fex, which is your natural protec- 
tion from the familiarities of the men, and which you’ 
fhould feel, previous to, the refiection, that it is your 
intereft to keep yourfelyes facred from all. perional 
freedoms. The many namelefs charms and endear; 
meiits of beauty, fhould be referved to blefs the arms 
of the happy man, to whom you give your heart, but 
who, if he has the leaft delicacy, will defpife them, if 
she knows that they have been proltituted to fifty men 
before him. The fentiment, that a woman may allow 
all innocent freedoms, provided her virtue is fecure, 
is both grofsly indclicate and dangerous, and has proy- 
“ed-fetal to may of your fex. . hed 
Let me now recommend to your attention that ele- 
gance, which is not to much a quality itfelf, as the 
high polifh ofevery other. It is what difufes an ineffa- 
ble grace over every look, every, motion, every fen- 
tence you utter; it givesthat charm to beauty, with- 
out which it generally fails to pleafe. It is parrly a 
perfonal quality, in which refpedt it is the gift of na- 
‘ture; but 1 {peak of it principally as a quality of the 
tuind. Inaword, itis the perfection of tafte in life 
and manners—every virtue and every excellency in 
their moft graceful and amiable forms. ee 
-You may perhaps think, that I want to throw ever 
{park of nature out of your compofition, and to make 
you entirely artificial, Far from it. I with you to 
- pollefs the moft perfect fimplicity of heart and man- 
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ners. Ithink you may poffefs dignity without pride, 
affability without meannefs, and fimple elegance with- 
out afieciation. Milton had my idea, when he fays of 


Eve, aE D | i 


Grace wasin all her fteps, heav’n in her eye, 
~ Inev’ry gefture dignity and love. 


Amuferients. 
“* VERY period of life has ‘amulements which are 
natural and proper to it. You may indulge the 
variety of your tafte in thefe, while you keep within 
the bounds of that propriety, which is fuitable to your 
{ex. | . : 
~~ Some amufements are conducive to health; as va- 
rious kinds of exercife ; fome are connected with qua- 
lities really ufeful; as different kinds of women’s work 
and-all the domeftic concerns of a family; fome are 
elegant accomplithments; as drefs, dancing, mufic, 
and drawing. Such books as improve your under- 
ftanding, enlarge your knowledge, and cultivate your: 
tafte, may be confidered. in a higher point of view than 
mere amufements. There’are a variety.of others, 
which are neither ufeful nor ornamental, fuch as play: 
of different kinds. .” Brera? | 
I would particularly recommend to you thofe exer- 
cifes, that oblige you to be much abroad in the open 
air, fuch as walking, and riding’ on horfeback. This 
will give vigour to your conftitutions, and a bloom to 
your complexions. If you accuftom yourfelves to go 
abroad always in chairs and carriages, you will foon 
become fo enervated, as to be unable to go out of doors: 
withoutthem. They are, like moft articles of luxury, 
ufeful and agreeable when judicioufly ufed ; but, when 
made habitual. they become both infipid and pernici- 
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 Anattention to your health is a duty you owe to 
yourfelves and to your friends. Bad health feldom 
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" But though good health be one of the ereatelt bleff- 
ings of life, never make a boaft of it, but enjoy it in 
sratcful filence. We fo naturally affociaté the idea of 
female foftnefs atid delicacy with a correfpondent de- 
licacy of conftitution, that when a woman fpeaks of 
her great ftrength, her extraordinary appetite, her 
ability to bear exceflive fatigue, we recoil at the de- 
feription ina way fhe is little aware of. 

The intention of your being. taught needle~work, 
knitting, and fuch like, is not on account of the in- 
trinfic value of all you can do with your hands, which 
is trifling, but to enable you to judge more perfectly 
of that kind of work, and to direét the execution of 
it in others. Another principal end is, to enable you 
to fill up in a tolerably agreeable way, fome of the 
many folitary hours you muft neceflarily pafs at home. 
Tt is a great article in'the h ppinefs of life to have 
"your pleafures as independent of others as poflible. 

By continually gadding abroad, in fearch of amufe- 
ment, you lofethe refpect of all your acquaintances, 
whom vou oppreis with thofe vifits, which, by a more 
difcreet management, mi ‘ht have been courted. 

The doneftic ceconomy of a family is entirely a wo- 


man’s province, and furnifhes a variety of fubjegts for 


the exertion both of good fenfe and good tafie. If you 
ever come to have the charge of a family, it ought to 
engage much of your time and attention 3 nor can you 
be excufed from this by any extent of fortune, though 


with a narrow one, the ruin that follows the neglect 


‘of it may be more immediate. 
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girl? 5 imagination, @ : 
nahentiy to ai wy ANB aati, ae hy 
e | into evey refi une ent ‘of fentiment, and 
ay “fhe ¢an facrifice them to en or con 
“tthink I mayyery probally do you an 
ly creating a tafte, W sast 4 ik Day 
it ine would l only ferye to embarrafs 
iduét, I do not want to make i any 
to know swhat natur ‘e has made you 
t you on her plan. 1 do not with you. to 
ats dese eae tia ag I wifh you to 
= a em ; nd fteadilycuide 
es approve, 
p forego them ay any. confi Pat iC 

























‘Gnjury, by artticia 

are ne 
_ your future 6 
things. 









Behe taleaabie 
penfe in it; anilibie od te 
éfuch-a: wayyas ts conge: f ve 5 
Ba ooh s, if 'youhave any, to the ¢ cgreaell a vos 
c mmuch delicacy and. judgme ; required in 
sate ne die) a ition of thisrule. “A fine onan fhows her 
» Char ms to moft; advantage, while feems moft to con. - 
coal ieee “The fineft sean in nature is not fo fine as 
mi ination f fotms, The inoft perfect elegance 
s sragts al vag the molt cae and the | Teaft 




























fine j yonr attention to. are(s aye 


ippear ances. “;Accuftom 2 yourlelyesto an habi 
nels) fo thatein: themoft car elefs. undrefs, inyour matt 


Ww 


TO2 yy Ao MOUS MEM: EAN Tae 

unguarded hours, you may have no reafon t be a- 
fhamed of yourappearance. You will not ealily bes 
lieve how much we confider your dre{s as expreflive of 
your characters. Vanity, levity, flovenlinefs, folly, 
appear through it. An elegant fimplicity is an equal 
proof of tafteand delicacy. Re 


ae ‘ : a eS : ~% ae og <4 


0, are eafe and grace. - T would have you to dance 
with f{pirit; but never allow yourfelves to be fo. far 
tranfported with mirth, as to forget the de icacy of 
your fex.. Many a girl, dancing in the gaiety and in- 
nocence of her heart, is thought to difcover aj pirit, - 
fhe little dreams of. Caer squats.) une 





y way to avoid thefe inconveniencies, is never to go. 
to a play-that is particularly offenfive to delicacy. _ Tra- 

edy fubjects you to no fach diftrefs. Its forrows wilk 
foften and ennoble your hearts. I need fay little about 
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| gang, ‘the ladies i in this country being as yet almoft 

ftrangers to it. It is a ruinous and incurable vice; 

and as it leads to all the {elfith and turbulent paffions, 

is peculiarly odious in your fex. I have ho objection 

to your playing a little at any kind of game, as a va- 

peed in oe: am pee provided that what you can 
Halas can te! oma 













ar moneda with: hat foftnefs wee gen- 
siete fo a able in your fex. On the contrary, it 
gives that fpirit toa mild and {weet difpofition, with- 
out ies eee is apt to degenerate into infipidity. It 
y ae in oF own roe 










- ee 


ry and aiffips etion that prevail in gett 
! eel life, asthey corrupt the heart in many re- 
eri forthcy render it incapable of warm, fincere 
dy friendhhip. ‘A happy. choice of friends will 

utmoft confequence to vou, as. they may 
affift you by their advice and good offices, But the im- 
mediate gratification which” friendthip affords to. a- 
Warm, open, andi ingenuous pent, is hid itfelf a fut» 
ficient motive to court it. : 

In the choice of your friends, have oe pesacinat 
regard to goodnefs of heart and fidelity. If they alfo. 
poffefs talte and genius, thefe, will make them {till 
more agreeable and ufeful companions. You have par- 
ticular reafons'to place contidence in thofe who have 
fhown affection for youin your early days, when you 
were incapable of making them any return. This is 
an obligation for w hich you cannot be too prateful.— 
When you read this, you will naturally think of your 
mother’ s riend, to whom you owe fo much. 

. Ifyou have: the good fortune to meet with any who 
deferve the name of fr iends, unbofom yourfelves to 
them with pe moft unfufpicious confidence. It is one 
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e world’s: maxims, never. to tru any. nerf 
with 2? tee rét} the diftovery of whith could give youp 
any pain: but it istthe- maxim ofa, little mind fand l cold: 
heart, unlefs~whereut is the ae ‘of frequent difap-. 


pointments and bad ufage.. An open’ temper, if re=y . 


o 


ftrained but by tolerable prudence, will make you, on’ 

the whole, much happier than a referved, : fufpicious: 
one, although you may fometimes foffer by it. «Colds 
neis and. diitruftare but the teo-¢ertain a ae 
af age and experience: but they are unpleafant feels; 


gs © and need not be anticipated before theirtime.~ ec 


‘But however epen you may be in talki: ug of your’ 
affairs; never diiclofe the fecret of one fried to an-? 
other. ‘Thefe are facred depotitsyawlich do not Boone 
to you, nor have you any Tight to make ‘ule of. them, ~ 

‘There 8 another cafe, in which I fufpec& it: is pt 
per to be Reap: not.{o much from Motives of pra’ 
dence, as delicacy$*I mean'in. love matters.” ‘Though 
# woman has noreafon to béafhamed of an attachment 
to-a man of merit, yet nature, whofe auphority is 
{uperior te philofophy, has annexed a fen! f thame. 
toit. dt is even long before a woman of delicacy” 

“dare @vew to her own heart that fhe lovess and when 
ail the fubterfuges of ingéituity to conceal it from her- 
felf, fail; the feels a violence done both to her’ “pride: 
find Ad ter modefty. This, I fhould imagine, muft’ 
alway s be the’ cafe where fheisnot fure of a return to. 
her attachment. 

In'fuch a fituation, to lay the Heart open toany per-. 
fon) whatever; does not appear to me confiftent with? 

he perfection of female delicacy. But perhaps 1 aim! 
inthe wrong. “At the fame time f mufttell you; that’ 
2 point of pe rudence, it concerns you t6 attend well, 
to ‘the confeouences of fuch.a difcoyery. Thefe f{e= 
ercts, however important in your ows efimation, 
muy ¢ Big ar very trifling to your friend, who poffthly” 
w ‘as not enter into your feelings, but maygrather con 

ler ends asa fabjett of pleafantry. For this redfon,” 





-~ 


love fecrets are of all others the worft kept. But the. 
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cOnfeguences to you may be very ferious, as no man. 
Fie < 2 5 a+ ee “% 
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of {pirit and delicacy ever valued a heart much hack- 
nied in the ways of love. =~ . 
Tf, therefore, you muft have a friend to pour out 
your heart to, be fure of her honour and fecrecy. Let 
her not be a married woman, efpecially if fhe lives. 
happily with her hufband, There are certain unguard- 
ed moments, in which fuch a woman, though the beft 
and worthieft of her fex, may let hints efcape, whichy. 
at other times, or to any other perfon than her huf- 
band, fhe would be incapable of ; nor will a hufband 
in this cafe feel himfelf under the fame obligation of 
fecrecy. and honour, asif you had put your confidence. 
originally in himfelf, efpecially on a fubject which the 
world is apt to treat fo lightly- Bee 
“If all other circumftances-are equal, th 

vious advantages in your making friends of one. an- 

other. The. ties: of blood,and your being fo much 

- united in one common intereft,. form.an additional bond. 

of union te your friendfhip. If your brothers fhould 

have the good fortune to have. hearts. fufceptible of 
friendfhip, to. poflefs truth, honour, fenfe,, aud delica- 

cy of fentiment,. they are the fitteft and moft unex-. 
ceptionableconfidants. By placingconfidenceinthem, _ 
you will receive every advantage which. you could 
hope for from the friendfhip of men, without any of 
the inconveniencies that attend fuch connexions: with: 

eur dex 
Beware of making confidants of your fervants. Dig-- 
“nity not properly underftood very readily degenerates 
into pride, which enters into nofriendfhip, becaufe« , 
cannot bear an equal, and is fo fond of flattery as to: 
grafp at it even from fervants and dependants,. The 
amoftiatimate confidants, therefore, of proud people,. 
are valets-de-chambreand waiting women. Show the 
utmoft humanity to your fervants;. make. their firua- 
tion as cormfortable.to them as poflible; but. if: you: 
make them: your confidants; you fpoil them, and de-- 
bafe yourfelves.. we : 
4 _ Neyer allow any perfon,. under the pretended fanc- 
ha aie 3 K-2. , 
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tion of friend ‘i em fs 
a to. “a Yr Bt 
any. fubject t that is. ec 
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endiaeee oF y Ae enadihinss 1s. ae great 
your inter 


ft its, i in the purfuits of love, ae or | 
t would’ appear, at firt 










or thefe reafons, it 
view, more eligible | for you to contract your friend- ' 
‘hips withthe men. ~ Among other obviou advantages’ 
acuta tr BE crptieee gel between the. two fexes, it Boies : 
a cafionsia emul ation. anda exertion. in eachito. excel 
ge db mete es) hence! eit refpective excellencies ’ 
“are mut ed. eee ce ge eae 
a “nterelts in no oe interfere, th _ be 
og. dation for. -jealoufy, Or fufpier F rivalihi 
iviendihip of @-man for a. woman is always ‘ilended - 
with ftendernefs, which he ever. feels f a Nee ‘of his’; 
own fex, ever where love i is'in. io et ee coliterne ed. 
Pelides, we ate* “confcious of a natural” 
toour protection and good offices, and 


WE anity. For 


































“there fore. we: 3 







{ wen an sei eee « bligation of! ‘honor F oferve you; 
| violable Aecrecy henever, you, 
de aber en be Ny > “he - 


; aoe apy hy ‘eke sRcentiehe WW: ; ) prea 
;oufands of women of the beit : 
have been ruined by men who apy : 

he fpecions: name of Friends ae i ae, ofing am 

» to have the moft undoubted enoryyet his friend! Mihi) 
toe avoman i is fo.near akin to love, that if fhe ben ry 
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a Git vy omen. on fach occafions. pi 

8.3 ind of uameaning gallantry mu ay 
si which, if you have. ay 
a will find really very harmléfs, M 
tend you to public places, and be ; 
umber of little obfervances, ¥ . ich | thole of 5 " 
fs dees 3 not fo well underitanc 
¥ or. erha syare too. 6 | 
f a spine of. sit 
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ill be coliff in you to deprive j /OUR= 
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At the fame time if we | 












a 


| ~ wifely and benevolently affigned to we elo rPtater flex- 


* 3 


a 3 ¢ 

= ri - bate 4 MG Salk ty Op Loc tera eye 
108 FRIENDSHIP, LOVE, MARRIAGE. © . 
world, have much of that fenfibility which difpofes to. 


fuch attachments. What i is commonly called love a- 


mong you, israthergratitude, and a partiality for the 
man who prefers you to the reft of your fex: and fuch 
aman you often marry,. with little of either perfonal 
efteem or affeCtion.. Indeed, without an unufual fhare 


of natural fenfibility, and very peculiar good fortune, » 
_ 8 woman in this country has very little probability of 


marrying for love.* 

It is. a maxim laid down among you, anda very 
prudent one it is, that love is not to begin on your 
part; but is entirely to be the confequence of our at- 
tachment to. you.. Now, fuppofing a woman to have: 


fenfe and tafte, fhe will not, find: Many men to. whom. 


fhe can poflibly be fuppofed to bear any confiderable- 
fhare of efteem. Among thefe few, it is a very great 
ehance ifany of them diitinguithes her particularly. — 
Love, at lea{t with us, is exceedingly capricious, and. 
will not WR ys fix where reafon fays it fhould. : But 
fuppofing one of them fhould become particularly at- 


» tached to her, it is ftill extremely i improbable that he 


fhould be the man i in the a heart moft approves: 
of. 

As, therefore, nature has not giv 
mited range in your choice whey VE 







wility of tafte on this {ubject. Some agreeable quali- 
ties recommend a gentleman to your common good. 
liking and friendihip. In the courfe. of his acquaint- 
ance, he contracts an attachment to you. When you: 
perceive it, it excites.your gratitude: this gratitude 
rifes into a preference : and this preference, perhaps,.. 
at laft advances.into fome degree of attachment,. efpe} 
cially ifit meets with croffes. and difficulties ; for thefe- 
anda ftate of fufpenfe, are very great incitements to- 
attachment,. and are the food‘of love in both fexes.— - 
li attachment was not excited in your fex in this man-- 





* Thefe obfzrvations are happily i? napplical le in Aineri 
ca; pistes perfectly juf? in Great-B1 wain; . 
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A woman oF 
ACY y: “te i heeeite fhe e<" _ 
| becaule Cheah her. that preference. 
rt ately bécomes attache éd toa wo- * 
e heart Meererly. pre-engaged, his att ach-"" | 
sad of dbtaining a fuitable return, is particu-- : 
if he perfilts to. teaze, one he 


el equally che: objes t of her feora as 



















‘The effelts of love ‘among men are dive 





eis different temper An: artful man ma: ” 
feite everyou¢ @f them 6 eafily, as to impofe | ona young - . 
point “or an open, ge herons, aud fecling hi As ‘set be * 
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come more gentle, and his converfation more agreé- | 
able : but diffidence and embarraffment will always 
make him appear to difadvantage in the company of 
his miftrefs. If the fafcination continues long, it will 
totally deprefs his {pirits, and extinguith every attive, 
vigorous, and manly principle of his mind, You will 
find this fubje¢t beautifully and pathetically painted in 
Thomfon’s pekes i oft Sele Mb ty igh Wg Peo 
‘When you obferve, in a gentleman’s behaviour,. 
thefe marks which I have deferibed above, refleé? fe- 
what youare todo. If his attachment be agree- 
you, I leave you to do as nature, good fenfe, 
cy fhall direct you. If youlove him, let me 
‘ou never to difcover to him the full extent of 
your love—no, not although you marry him. That fuf- 
ficiently fhows your preference, which is all he is en- _ 
titled toknow. If he has delicacy, he will alk for no ~ 
ftronger proof of affection, for your fake; if he has’ 
fenfe, he will not afk, it for hisown. This is an un-- 
pleafant truth ; but it ismy duty tolet you know it. 
Violent love cannot fubfitt, at leaft cannot be expreff- 













ed, for any time together, on both fides; otherwife” 


the certain confequences, however concealed, is fati- 


- ety and difguft. Nature in this cafe has laid the referve 
r on you, # ! gr a Si; Fa 


a wy 
’s attachment, 


Tf you fee evident proof of a gentleman’ 


and are determined to fhut your heart againft him, as 


youever hope to be ufed with generofity by the perfon 
who fhall engage your own heart, treat him honora- 
bly and humanely. Do not let him linger in a mifer- 


able fufpenfe; but be anxious to let him know your 





















_ fentiments with regard to him. 


‘However people’s hearts may deceive them, there 
is {carcely a perfon that can love for any time, with- 
out at leaft fome diftant hope of fuccefs. If you really 
with to undeceive a lover, you may do it in a variety 
of ways. There isa ccipein fpacliing eat familiarity 
in your behaviour, which may fatisfy him, if he has 
any difcernment left, that he has nothing to hope for. 
But perhaps your particular temper may not admit of 
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aim ay cafily thow that you want to avoid his 
put if he be @ man. whofe friendfhip you 
ey you may net choofe this method, be- 
then you lofe him in every capacity. Your may 
get: z common friend to explain matters to him, or fall 
on many other devices, if you b be ferionfly anxious to 
put him out of fufpente, ; Dg 
But if you be refolved againft every fach method, 
‘at leaft do not fhun opportunities of letting him ex- 
plain himfelf. - ‘If you do this you act barbaroufly and 
unjuitly. If he brings you tc an explanation, Bvs him 
a polite, but refolute and decifive anfwer. In wh 
ever way you convey your fentiments to him, | 
-a man of fpirit and delicacy. he will give you no- 
ther trouble, nor. :pply to your friends for their inter- 
ceflion. This laft is a method of courtthip, which ev- 
ery man of fpirit will difdain. He will never whine 
nor fue for your pity : that ao mortify him almoft 
as much as your {corn, In fhort, you may poffibly 
break {uch a heart, but you can never bendit. Great 
‘pride always. accompanies delicacy, however con- 
cealed under the ‘appearance of the utmoft gentle- 
nefs and modefty, and is the paflion of all others the 
-moft difficult to conquer. _ 
; fe, where a woman may fender: jof- 
| itmoff verge which her confcience will 
a a gentleman purpofely declines to 
ee his addreffes, till: | {uch time as he thinks himfelf 
perfectly fure of her point, This at bottom, is in- 
tended to force 
vilege of her fex, 
 dee#l to force her to explain herfelf, in effect before the 
gentleman deigns to do it, and by this means oblige 
her to violate the modefty and delicacy of her fex, and 
to invert the cleareft order of nature. All this facrit- 
fice is propofed to be made merely to gratify a moft 
defpicable vanity, in a man who wou Id degrade the 
very woman whom he withes to make his wife. 
It is of. great importance to diftinguifh whether a 

















gentleman, oe has the appearance of being your lov-_ 
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a 


woman to give up the undoubted plic, 
» the privilege of refufing 5 ; it is in- 





le es Sere: 


“fers you 


b termined never to marry ‘him, 
i, vamutes them, and his’ attac 
















a es 
ey peiewbotin! Hers, 


‘ee delays “to ff peal 
“mentioned, a 
“attachment, Inthe« 
-too ill; “inthe other, ¥ 9 
“kinda fs: Land. the rate 
“him, | ify ou are determ 
ES) is to Jet.bim kn 
Fy Lknow the Mei i 
avour to juftify them 
a ownc : icienees, whe Aer ancanie. 
Nie Waste norance,. or at leaft” caertataty , 
hee g eat feitiments. ° That may He fe 
‘the cafe, Sometimes they plead the deco- 
their fex, which enjoins ; an equal behayiour 
; to ‘all men, and forbids them to confider any) manasa 
he. in ety told them fo. Perha s few 
ri dle pas Of feinal, bua an dece 
But Lmu ou are ‘not, oe 









~ fition to the fupevior ones of sirude, ‘juftice,, and 
entit) 


humanity. The s. 
ou to. the reg of Pata per eee e 
greatelt weaknefs isithis is ve y rere 4 

-The truth of the matter is, vanity;"an 
of admiration, are fuch prey, 















“the: love 


yore, that you may be confidert [to ‘ , ry great. 


“Sacrifice, whenever you give 
‘art of coguetry fails to keep iT t 
to an explanatio . You can he. ond of the love, when 
you are. indiiferent to, or ever wh YOu. fete, the | 
. lover, -y i * % ae |. | 

But the, deepe ax nd moft arefil KC etry is employed 

_ by women of fu erior tafte and fenfe, to engace and! 
_ fix the heart of a man whom ‘the: world and whom 
_ they themlelves efteem, alt hough they are { firmly de- | 
But his _conyerfation 






















< ation to their vanity: nay. 
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siege nef.” God forbid 1 


ill he forces you 
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yur fex!) Pknow many of them have principles, 
n have _generofity: and dignity of foul, that Sivare 
1) ea ak | thlefs vanity ibave been {peak- 








eer sae ai woman, i am m perfuaded, may always con- 
ver a ry if fhe cannot gis him her afiections, into 
warm and fleady fricad, provided he is a man of 

b ule, refolution, and candour. If fhe. explain her- 
elf witha generous opennels” and fr dednna) he mutt 
feel the flroke as @ man; but heawill likewife bear it 
asa man: what he fuffers, hes will faffer i in. filence. 
Every fontivent of efteem will remain : but love, 
though it requires very little food, and is eaiil 
feited with too much, yet it requires fome. F 
view herinthe light of amarried woman; and though 



















paffion fubfides, yet a man of i and generous © 


heart always retains a tendernefs for a woman he has 
“once loved, and who has ufed him well, PC what 
he feels for any otheviof her fex. van 

If he has not confided his oy » fecret: to any body, 
he has an undoubt d title to atk you not to divulge i it. 


If a woman choofe tomtruft any of her companions 





with her own tinfoel une attachments, fhe may, as. 


it is her own affair alone: but if fhe has any generolity 
or ‘gratitude, fhe will not betray a fecret which does 







3 try is m uch more inexcufable than fe- 
male “as Rell a more S pernicious; but it israre in this 
country. Very: few men will give | themfelves the trou- 
ble to gain oi retain any woman’s aifections, unlefs 
they have eviews on them either of an honourable or 
difhonourable ad. Men employed in the purfuits 
of bufine{s, ambition, or pleafure, will hot give them- 
felves the trouble to en ngage a woman ’s affections, 
.merely from the vani oy of conqueft, ae of tsium- 
phing over ‘the heart of an innocent. da 
girl. Befides, people never value. much w 
heir, power. A man of parts, pe os 
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manity, may engage the hearts of itty worhen at the’. 
fame time, and may likewife condust ne pa Be 
with fo much art, as to pot it out of the power.oe Fany a 
of them to ‘pecify a diagle expreflion that. # could be fad 
_to be directly exprellive of lover '8 obec Le 
‘This ambiguity of behaviour, this art of keeping 
-onein fulpenie, isthe me efecret off eoquetry: in bota 
fexes,” It.is thamaare cruel int ae ewe can cars 
ry it to what length we pleat 
,as we pleafe, without ' your being ns rouch as at liberty» 
-to complaigy er expoftulate ; whereas we can break 
our chain, and force you to explain, whenever we 
“become impatient of our fituation. 
» Lhave tnfifted the more particularly on this fubiedt 
at courtthip, becaufe it may moft readily happen to 
ou at that early. period of life, when you can have 
bite experience or knowledge of the world; when 
your paflio ee are warm, and your judgments not ar-— 
rived at fuch fall maturity as‘to beable to correét them. 
with, you to effets fach high principles of honour and 
“ generofity, as will render you ie ae of deceiving, 
and at the fame time to po {stthat acute difcernment 
which may fecure youa t being deceived. a 
A wowan in this Tice may eafily) prevent the 
fir impreffions of love ; and eye motive of pru- 
dence and delicacy thould take Yeppuard her 
stain them, till fuch ‘time as 
mot convincing proofs of the @ 
of fuch merit, a3 Avil be ay ceciaabecs! cela 
“Your hearts, indeed,*may be faut inflexibly’ and per- 
manently againft all the merit a man can pofiels. That 
-gmay be your misfortune, | ‘but cannot ube your fault. 
Ta fach a licuation you would be equally unjuft to your- 
Aelfandyour! lover, if, you give him your hand, when 
“your ‘heart revolzed aeaintt him. But miferable will 
stated fatepe ties you allow an att achment us soe on 
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ble. than her thinking it effential to happinefs to be 

narried. Befides the grofs indelicacy of the fentiment, 
itis a falta, ole, as thoufands of women have expe- 
rienced. Fut if it were truce, the belicf that it is fo, 
andthe coniequent impatience to be married, is the: 
moft effecrual way té prevent it. 

You muft not think from this, that I do not wifh yous 
to marry; op the contrary, Tam of opinion, that you- 
may attain a fuperior degree of ieee ina Ns ied 
fiate, to what you can “poftibly fi nd in any other. I 
know the forlorn and unproteé Sted firuation of an old 
maid, the chagrin and peevis innefs which are.apt to: 
~infeck their tempers, and the great. difieulty:of mak- 

ing a tranfition, with dignity ‘and cheerfulnefs, f yom: 
the periedof youth, beauty, admiration, and regpect 
into the, calmy filent, unnoticed nerreae of ia 

REALS «. z 

I fee fome unmarried - Women: of sae vigerous 
Minds, and great vivaeity of Spirits, degrading them-- 
{elves ; fenietimes by entering into.a di fipated courfe : 
of-lifey undaitable: to. their years, and expoling them-— 
felves tothe ridicule of ‘girls, who might have been 
their ge vand-children ; fometimes by oppr ehing. their 
acquaintances by impertment intrutions into their pri- 
vate aflaivs; and d@metimes by being the. propagators 
of {candal and det tion. sae this is owing, to an- 
exuberant aGivity f (pirit,..w hich, if it had found em-- 
ployment; at home, would ae rendered them refpec-- 
table and uferal membie of fociet . ae 
_. Ifes other women, the fas | Gratien gentles. 
model, bleffed with fenfe, tate, delicacy, -and ever 
milder feminine virtue of the] heart, but of fwealt: fim- 
rits,, bathful, and timid; I fee fuch women finking i in- 
to obfeunity and tikes and gradually lofing 
every cle egant accomplithment 5 ‘Tor. pe. evident rea- 
on, thar they aré not united to a partner who bas 
and adie an i tai they. to a their values 
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.of; and who, by his affection and tenderness, might. 
make fuch a woman BSPPYs in exerting every talent, ° 
and accomplifhing herfelf in every elegant art, that 
could contribute to his amujement, 

Tn. fhort, Iam of ¢ opinion, that a married flate, if en- 
tered in from proper motives of efteem and affedtion, 
wilibe the happieft for yourfelves, make you moft re- 
fpectable i inthe eyes of the world, and the moft ufeful 
members of fociety; but] we I am not enough of 
a patriot, towifh you to marry, for the good of the 
public s—I with hig to marry for no other reafon, but. 
tomake yourfelve happier. When Iam fo particular 
in my advices abour your conduct, I know my _ heart 
beats with the fond hopes of making you worthy the | 
attachment of men who will deferve you, and be fen- 

steof your merit. But heaven forbid you fhouldever 
rellag euith the eafe and independence of a fingle life, 
to become the flaves of 2 fool or a tyrant’s caprice. 

_ As thefe have always been my fentiments, Tfhall do 
_ you but juftice, when I leave you in fuch independ- 
ent circumftances, as may lay you under no tempta- 
tion to do from neceffity what you would never do 
from choice. This will hkewife fave you from that 
cruel mortification to a woman of {pirit, the fufpicion 
that agentleman thinks he doesyy@m an honour or 2 
favours: when he afs you for his yife. 

If I live till you arrive at that. age, when you ‘hall 
be capable to ) judg ge for yourfelves, and do not ftrange- 
ly alter n ents, 1 fhalhaét towards you in a 
very different raanner from what moft parents do. My 
opinion has always been, that when that period arrives, | 
the parental authority ceafes, 

4 hope I fhall always treat you with that affeGtion. 












/ andeaty confidence, which may difpofe you to look on 


meas your friend; in that capacity alone J fhall think 
mnylels entitled to pive you my opinion; in the doing ° 
of. which, fhould think myfelf highly criminal), if 1 
. ot, to the utmoft of my power, cnae eavour to di- 
myielf’of “all perfonal vanity, @ pt sjudices i ine: 

Ly particular tafte.: If 1 in 2 
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to follow. my advice, Pfhould not, on that account; 
_ceaie to love you as my children: though my right to 
your obedience was expired, ba. I fhouid think nothing 
could saint me o> the ties of nature and humani--- 
tee é 
You may, perhaps, imagine, that the referved be- 
haviour rhich I Fecommbend to ae. aiid your appear- 
ing feldom:at public places, muft cut off all opportu- 
nities of your being oe. wath gentiemen; Tam 
ery far from intending this. Tadv rites you to no referve 
ut what will render you mbre re {pected and beloved « 
%, our fex. Idonot think oe ic places inited tomake | 
People acquainted togeth they can only be diftin- 
guithed there by their ok and external | behaviour 3 op 
but it isin private companies alone, that you can ex spect 
-ealy ands. agreeable converfation,. which Taveahea 
ver wilh you.to decline. If you do net allow sentle- 
men to become acquainted with you, you can never 
: expect tomatry with attachment on either fide. Love. 
is very feldom produced: at firft fight, at leaft, it ‘mutt 
have, in that cafe, a very un juisable , foundation: .. 
Truefove is founded on efteem, in a correipondence of 
)tattes and fentime ie and fteals on the. heatt pee 
ceptibly. ; 4 
‘There‘is one adv (thal leave :youy to- which I~ 
beo your par ‘ticular: Hention >—-Before e.your aii Hections 
‘come to be in the leat engaged to any nignyemamine 
Sr tempers, your taftes, 9 2 and your heartsigmery {e- 
verely, and fettiein your own. minds, what. : 
rag ifites to your happinefs ina married fate; and, . 
as: it-is almoft impoilible that you fhould get every 
‘thing you with,. bbe to a fteady determ’ es ht ae : 
you are to confider as eficitial, and what may be ta- 
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anyindulgence. If you have the misfortune (for a ve~"_ 
ry great misfortune it commonly is toyour fex) tohave ° 
fuch a temper and fuch fentiments deeply rooted in 
you, if you have fpirit and refolution,to refift the foli- 
citations of vanity, the perfecutions Prvicnds (for.you 
will have loft the only friend that would never perfe- 
cute you) and can fupport the profpect of the many in- 
conveniencies attending the ftate of an old maid, which— 
I formerly pointed out, then you may indulge yourfelves 
in that kind of fentimental reading and converfation 
which is moft correfpondent toyour feelings. : 
But it you find, ona ftrict felf examination, that” 
marriage is abfolutely effential to your happinefs, keep 
the fecret inviolable in your own bofoms, for the rea- 
; iformerly mentioned: but fhun, as you would do’ 
he moft fatal poifon, all that {pecies of reading and: 
couverfation which warms the imagination, which en- 
gages and foftens the heart, and raifes the tafte above 
the level of common life: if youdo otherwife, confi- 
der the terrible conflict of paffions this may afterwards 
yaife in your breafts, re . te 


If this wefinement oncetakes deep root in your minds, 
and you do not obey its dictates, but marry from vul- 
gar andmercenary views, you May never be able to 
eradicate it entirely, and then it will embitter all your: 
married days. Inftead of meeting with fente, deli- 
cacy, ernefs, a lover, a friend, and equal com-. 
1 , ima kufband, you may be tired with infipidity 

and dulnéfs, fhocked with indelicacy,. or mortified by. 
indifference: You will find none to. compaflionate or 

- evenunderftand your fuflerings, for your, hufbands may. 
not ule you cruelly, and may give you as much mo-. 
mney for your clothes, perfonal expenfe, and domettic, 
neceffaries, as is fuitable to their fortunes) The world 
would therefore look on you as unreafonable women,. 
and that did not defervetobe happy, if you were not 
ils, if you are de- 












| fo. To avoid thefe complicated evils 







termined at all events to marryy mu d advife you 
to make all your reading and amufements of fuch kind, 
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as do not affect the heart nor the imagination, except: 
in the way of wit or huniour. 

I have no view by thefe advices to lead your taftes3. 
-Tonly want to perfuade yousof the neceility of know- 
ing your own minds, which, though feemingly very 

ealy, is what your fex feldom attain on many impor-- 
tant occafions in life, but particularly on this of which: 
Lam fpeaking. There isnot a quality Lmore anxiouf- 
ly with you to poflefs, than that collected, decifive {pi- 
rit, which refis on itfelf, which- Bidhles you to fee 
ere your true happinefs lies, and to purfue it with: 
%.., moft determined refolution. In matters of bufinefs,. 
follow the advice of thofe who know them better than: 
yourfelves, andin whofe integrity you can confide 5: 
but in matters of tafte, that desea on your own feel-. 
ing, confult no one friend whatever, but confult EM” ‘ 
own hearts. HER, 
Ifa gentleman makes his addrefles to you, or gives: 
you reafon to believe he will’do fo, before you allow: 
your affection. to be engaged, endeavourin the moft- 
prudent and fecret manner, to. procure from your: * 
friends every neceflary piece of information concerning: 
him; fuch as-his character for fenfe, his morals, | his; 
temper, fortune, and family; whether he is diftin-. 
guithed fer parts and worth, or for folly, knavery, and: 
loathfome hereditary difeafes. When your friends in-- 
form you of thefe, they. have fulfilled their-daty. Lf. 
they go farther, they have not deference for you,: 
which a becoming dignity, on. your part: would effec-.- 
tually command.. * a 
Whatever your views are in marrying, take every 
poflible precaution to prevent their. being difappoints. 
ed, If fortune and the pleafuresit brings, are-your- 
aim, itisnot fufficient that the fettlements of a join- 
ture and: children’s provifions be ample, and: properly. 
fecured; itisneceflary that you fhould enjov the for-. 
- tune during your own life. The principal {ecurity. you 
can have for. this. will depend on your marrying a 
» good-a natured, generous man, who defpifes money, 
¥ band w oe will let you live where youcan beft enjoy that: 
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pleafiure, that pomp and parade of life, for-which) 
you married him. * 

From what i. have: faid,, yous. will eafily: Be that DT: 
could never pretend to adgife whom you fhould mar-) 
ry 3 but I cam.with great confidenc@a@dvife whom you « 
fhould not marry. , ori cent 

Avoida companion that may entail any hereditary. 
difeafe-on your pofterity, particularly ( that moft dread-- 






fal of all human calamities) madnefs. It-is the height. 


of imprudence to run into fucha: cop ae and, in. my- 
opinion, highly: criminal. 

Do not inary a fool 5 he is the moft Gidera Qubbs of 
all animals:5 he is led by. His paffions and CAPriCeSy: 
and incapable of bedring the voice of-reafon. It may 


“probably, too; hurt your vanity. to have hufoands for< 


whom.you have reafon.te bluthy) and tremble, every: 
time they open their lips in company. But. the- worfts. 
circumitance that attends a fool,.is his: con{lant: jea-. 
loufy of his wife bemg. thought to govern him. Thig 
renders it impofitble tolead him’; and he. is continu - 


ally voimpy abfurd and difagrecable things, for ne o-- 


ther reaton but te fhow he daresdo them. . at 

A rakegis always a fuspicious: hufbdnd,. beeaufe. he: 
has only known. the snot worthlaleot your fexw.” He?: 
likewife entails the worft:difeafes-on his wife and): 
chsldren, af he has the misfortube to have any. : 

so es haveva fenfe of religion. yourfelvesy do not’. 
think of hufbands who have none. If they have tolera- 
ble underitandings, they willbe. glad that you have’ 
religion, fér theireown fakes; and: ter: the. fakes of 
their families; butit will fink you in their’ effeem. 
ifthey are weak men, they will be continually teaz+ 
ing and fhockiag you about your principles. —If you 
have children, you will {afer the molt bitter diftefe. 
in feeing ail your endeavours to form their minds to. 
virtue and. piety, all: your endeavours to fecure their’: 
prefent and evernal happineds, fruftra ted and turned: 

+ eae 

As: Look on your choice of ahudba nditoite OF thet 

greatett confequence to your ee | ip a oe 
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ube Ke it with the utmoft circumfpection. Do not 
give way to a {ndden fally of paflion, and dignify it, 
with the name of love. Po elds love is not founded 
in caprice; itis f ounded im nature, on honourable 
views, on vireeey om fimilari “ity of taftes, and {ympathy 
of fouls. 
- Ifyou have thefe fentiments, you will never marry 
Be one, when you are not in that fituation, in point 
of fortune, which is neceflary to the happine{s of ei- 
therofyou. What that competency may be, can on- 
ly be determined by yourowntaites. It would be un- 
erous in youto take advantage of a lover’s attach- 
nent, to plunge him into diftrefs ; and if he has any 
honour, no perfonal gratification wilt sever tempt him 
9 enter into any connection which will render y ou un- 
wappy. Ifyou have asmuch between you, as to fa- 
sfy all your demands, it is fufficient. : 
T fhali conclude with endeavouring to remove a diffi- 
culty which muft naturally occur to any woman of 
refleCtion on the fubje& of marriage. What is to be~ 
come of all thofe refinements of delicacy, that digni- 
ty of manners,which checked all familiarities, ‘and - 
fufpended defire in refpe&tful and awful admiration ? 
Inaniwer tothis, I fhallonly obferve, that if motives 
of intereft or vanity have had any fhare in your refolu- 
tions to marry, none of thefe chimerical notions will 
Bive you any pain: nay, they will very quickly appear 
as ridiculous in your own eyes, as they probably always 
did i in the eyes of your hufbands. They have been 
fentiments which have floated in your imagination, 
ut have never reached your hearts. But if thefe fen- 
timents have been truly ¢ genuine, andif ee have had 
the fincular happy fate to attach thofe who underftand 
them, you have no reafon to be afraid. 
| ‘Marriage, indeed, will at once difpel the enchant- 
pe raifed by external beauty ; but the v irtues and 
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races that firft warmed the heart, that referve and 


delicac 





ty which always left the lover { isis iene further 


to wilh, and often made him doubtful of your fenfibi- 
a or attachment, may and ought ever to remain. 





ably have fufpected were not fo w “ell founded. 
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But I muftcheck myfelf, and not indulge i in defcrip- 





tions, that may miflead you, and ; ofenfibly a- 
wake the remembrance of my happic ays, whichy 
perhaps, it were better for me.to for pet, for ever 
I. have thus given you my, opimen on. fometof the 
moft important articles a your future. life, chiefly, 
calculated for that period when you are juft entering 
the world. [have endeavoured to avoid fome pecs 
liarities of Behar which, from, their contradiction 
tothe general pradtice of the world, I might. reafon- 










in writing ‘to yo@, Lam afraid my heart has been to 
full, and itoo warmly inter cle, to allow me to keep 
this refolution. This may. haye produced fome em- 
barraffments and fome feeming cont: radicbions, ie, 
Lhave written has been, the amufement of fome foli- 
hours, and has ferved to divert fome mecelancho- 
ly refleti ons.—I am confcious L- undertook a talk to 
which I was very unequal; but I have difcharged a. 
part of my duty.—You will, at leaft, be pleafed with 
it, as the laft mark of your ather’s ae ang. aHention. 
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An unfortunate Mother’s Advice to her abjfent Daughtérs, 





in a letter to Mifs Pennington, 
“il re i ’ 
By the Lady Pennington, aah 
‘@: i 





My DEAR Jenny, 


f 


? vii AS there any probability that 4 letter from me 





I ibould not have chofen this leaft cligible method of 
Writing to you. The public’is no way concerned in 
amily affairs, and ought not'to be made a party in 
fhem ; but my circumftances are fuch, aslay me under 
he neceflity of e ther communicating my fentiments to 
he world, or of concealing them frem you: thé lat- 
er would, I think, be the breach of an indifpenfible 





mt’, which oBligos me to wave the dimpropriety of 
Ae former. iit wat ane 






hder care of an affectionate mother. Youkwers too. 


e@able to form ‘any night judgment. of her 
ad fince that time it is very probable that 
€ot reprefented to you ina molt unfavourable 
The general prejudice ag'ainft me, Latver gave 

xe uleleis trouble of any endcayeur to remove, 
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would be permitted to reach yeur hand alcne,. 
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‘pected either in this, or any future ftate of exiftence ; 
but with this good principle, a miflaken ene was at 
the fame time inculcated, namely, that the felf appro- 
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ty with him, till rhe moft folemm mutual enga 
the matrimonialceremony, had bound us to 
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a ip 
Ido not mean to infer from hence, that, the’ opinion of : 
others is of no material confequence: onthe contrary, 

I would advife you always to remember, that, next to_ 
the confcioufnefs of acting right, the public voice 
fhould be regarded 5 and to ended youl, PY a prudent | 
behaviour, even in the moit trifling inifances, to tree 
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it in your favour. The being edutated in a different 
opinion, was a misfortune tome. _i was indeed early 
and wifely taught, that virtue was the one thing ne-- 
ceffary, and that without it no happinels could be ex-_ 


’ 
















bation arifing from confcious virtue was alone {ufivei 

ent; and that “the cenfures of an ill-natured wo Ch 
ever ready to calumniate, when not founded on trut ney 
were beneath the concern of a perfon, whofe actions. 
were guided by the fuperior motive of obedience to the 


_ will of heaven. ; 


This notion, firongly imbibed before reafon had. 
gained fofficient ftrength to difcover its fallacy, was 
the caufe of an inconfiderate conduct in my fublequent) 
life, which marked my character witha difadvanta- 
geous impreflion. Toyoul fhall{peak with the mo 
unreferved fincerity, not concealing a fault which you 
may profit by the knowledge of :, and therefore I free! 
own, that in my yotnger years, fatisfied with keeping 
ftritly within the bounds of virtue, I took a foolifh 
pleafure in exceeding thofe of prudence, and was res 
diculoufly vain of indulging a latitude of behaviour, in- 
‘o which others of my. age were afraid ot launching $ 
but then, in juftice to myfelf, I muft at the fame time 
declare, that this freedom was only taken in publi¢ 
company. and fo extremely sation was I of doin 
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My. , ee: then, he has toimeatly fince acknow- 
ledeed, fully convinced him Iwas nct only innecent of 
any. criminal af, but of every vicious thought ; ; and 
“hat the outward freedom of my deport PMs at, which 
“proc eeded merely froma great gaiety of temper, and 
from a very high flow of {pirits, never broke (if the 
oxpreflion may be allowed) into the formal rules of de-_ 
‘orum. To fum up the whole ina few words, my pri- 
vate conduct was what the fevereft pres, & could not 
condemn 3 my public, {uch as the moft finithed coquet 
~ alone would have ventured tipon: thelatter only ould 
_» known to the world, and contequently, from thence 
sinft their opinon be taken. You will therefore eafily 
he fenfible, that it would not be favourable to me? on 
the contrary, it gave a general prejudice, againit me.3 
and this has be een fin ade ule of as an argument to 
vain credit to the Wiscous falfehoods \3id to my 
charge. For this reafon, convinced by long experi- 
_ ence that the greater part of mankind are fo apt to2 
- ceive; and fo willing toretaina bad impreffion of ot} 
that, when it is once eftablifhed, there is ha arcly a pof- 
fibility of removing it through life s ; Lhave,*for fome 
years pat, filently acquieiced in the difpenfations of - 
Sy providence, without attempting any jeltification of my 
felf; and, being confcious that the infamous alae ripe 
cafton my character were not founded on truth, | have 
_ fat down content with the certainty of an open and 
perfect acquital of all vicious difpofitions, er criminal 
conduct, at the great day, when all Things fhall appear 
as they. really are, and when both ovr actions and the 
-moit fecret motives for them, will be made manifelt 
to men and angels. reer 





& 
Had your father been among the number of thofe 


- who were deceived by appearances, I fhould have 
thought itmy duty “to leave no method uneffayed to 
' clear m felf 1 in his opinion; but that is not the ‘cafe, 
knows that many of thofe appearances which have 
irged againit me, I was forced to fubmit to, not 
yom | his direction, but by his abf cure coramaad, 
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smuch forgotten as they are moit truly forgiv 


A with to hurt, or to whom | would ac 
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which, contrary to Pe. and my own Sind I was, 
for more tlian twelve years, weak enough implicitly 
to obey; and that others, even fince our feperation, 
were occafioned by fome particular inftances of his bé- 
haviour, which rendered it impoflible for me to act 
with fafety in any other manner. To him 1 appeal fer 


“ the truth of this aflertion, who is confcious of the 


meaning t that may hereafter be explained to you. Per- 
fecily acquainted with my principles and with my na- 
tural difpofition, his heart, I am convinced, never here 
condemnedme. Being greatly’ incenfed that my fa- 
ther’s will gave to me an independent fortune, which 
will, he imagined I was acceflary to, or at Jeaft that 
I could have prevented, he was thereby laid open to 
the:arts of defigning men, who, having their own in- 
tereft folely in-view, worked him up into a defire of 
vevenge, and from thence, upon probable circum- 
ftances, into a public accufation: though that public 
accufation was {upported only by the fingle teftimony 
of fa perfon, whofe known falfehood had made him a 
thoufand times. declare that he would not ‘credit her 
oath in the ey oe incident ; yet, when he was 
difappointed of the additional a ee he might have 
been flattered with the hope of obtaining, it was too 
latetorecede. ‘This I fincerely believe to be the truth 
of thecafe, though I too well-know his tenacivus tem- 
per, to expect a prefent jeftification 5 but, whenever 
‘he fhallarrive on the verge of eternity, if reafon holds 
her place at the awful moment, and af religion has 
then any power on his heart, | make no doubt, he will 
at that time acquit meto hischildren; and Wee truth 
he muftthen confefs, that no part of my behaviour to 
him ever deferved the treatment 1 have met with. 
Sorry am T'to be under the neceflity of pointing out 
faults in the condudét of another, which are, perhaps, 
long fince repented of, and onght in that cafe to be as 
Basie 







ven knows, that, fo far from reta me: ee dep 
xefentment in my heart, the perfonbi 
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render every fervicein my power. The injuries which. 


-Lhave futtained, hadIno children; fhouldcontentedly 


be buricd in filence till the great day of retribution 3 


but, in juttice to you, to them, and myfelf, it is in- 
cumbent on me, as faras poflible, to'efface the f:lle 


impreflions, which, by fuch filence, might-be fixed va 


your mind, and on thofe.of your brothers and fifters, 

whom IL include with you. To this end, it willbe ne- 
- ceflary to enter into'a circumftantial hiftory of near 
» fifteen years, fullof incidents of a nature fo uncom-non 

as icarcely to be credible. This, lam coavinced, will 
eflectually clear me, in your opinion, of the imouta- 
tions I now lie under ; and it will prove, almoft to a 
demonftration, the true caufe of thofe proceedings a- 
gainit me, that were couched under the pretended 
_ Motives, as injurious tomy reputation as they were 
“falfe inthemfelves. ~~ 


B ut this inuft be deferred fome time longer. Yeu: 


are all yet too young to enter into things of this kiad, 


or tojudge properly of them. When a few years {hall, . 


by ripening your underftandings, remove this objection, 
- you fhall be informed of the whole truth, mott impar- 
tially and without difpuife. Till then fufpend your 


- belief of all that may havereached your ears with re-. 


gard to me, and wait the Knowledge of thefe facts, 
which my future letters willreveal for your informa- 
tion. 74 : | eae 

~~ “Phus much I thought it neceffary to premife con- 


cerning myfelf, though foreign to the defign of thts 


epifise, whichis only to remind you, that you have 
~ftillan atteftionate mether, whois anxious for your 
welfare, and defirous of giving you fome advice with 
regard to your conduétin lite. £ would lay down a 
_ few precepts for you, which, if attended to, will fup- 
ply, as far as it is inmy power to fupply, the depri- 
} vation of a conftant and tender maternal care. The 
“addreis is fo you in particular, your filters being too 
receive it ; but my intention is for the equal 
DGPS es ea : 
jul entering my dear girl, into a: world fall 
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of deceit and gavebed. where few perfons or things 
appear in their true hte ‘Vice hides her defur- 
inity with the borrowed garb of virtue : and, though 

difter nible to an intelligent aud careful oblerver, by 
the unbecoming awkardnefs of her deportment under 
it, fhe p dea sl og? thoufands undeteed: Every prefert 
pleafare ufo yin the name of happisefs, and as fuch 
deceives the unwary purfuer. Thus one general mak 


difgait és the wlirole fate of things: and it requires a 
ev} 


lone exp el and a penctratiag g judgement, to dit 
over the truth. Thrice ha ppy they, whofe docil 
tempe rs improve from the infiracticas of maturer age, 
and who: thereby a attal fonte degree of this nece dary 
knowils edge, While it may bee afecul in dire@ ing their 
conduc | an a" 
The turn which your mind may now take, will fix 
the ha ppinefs or mifery of your future life ; and Lam 
too nearly concerned tor your welfare, not to be moft 
folicit tonfly anxious that you may be early lead into fo 
jutt a way of thinking, as willbe productive to you of 


‘a prudent, rational behaviour, and which will fecure 


to you a a lating felicity. You were old enough before 
our feparation, to convince me that heaven has not 
denied you a ae natural erred ee eS This, if 
properly cultivated, will fet you eos at triding 


‘difpefition, teo common among the feinizile world, 


which Po youth ridiculous, Sect infignificant, 
cor old age contemptible. It is therefore needlefs to 
enlarge on that head: fince good fenfeis there the beft 
advifer 3 and, Ww ‘Chonts At, ‘all edynonitions or diregtions 
on the fabject would be as fri tlefs, ds* to lay down 
rules forthe conduct or the actions of anidiot. 

There isno room to doubt but that fufficient care 
will be taken to give you a polite education ! but a 


relicious one is of {till greater confequence. Neeeila? 


ry asthe former is for your making a proper Spure 
inthe world, and for bee béing well acce ae in 
the latter is yet more fo, to fecure to you th »rok 
ticn of the greatett and beft of beings; on whol@fave 








depends your everiefting happinels, Let th 
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your duty to Gop’be ever the firft and principal ob- 
ject of your care. HON Creator and Governer, he» - 
claims adoration and obedience; as your Father and” 
Friend, he demands fubmiflive duty and: affection. 
Remember that from this common parent of the uni- 
_verfe youreceived your life; that to his general pro- 
vidence you owe the continuance of tt: and to. his. 
bounty. you are indebted for all the health, eafe, ad- 
vantages, or enjoyments, which help to make that 
lifé agreeable. A fenfe of benefitsreceived naturally 
infpires a grateful difpofition, with a defire of making 
-{uitable returns... Allthat can here be made, forin- 
_ numerable favours every moment beftowed, is a.thank- - 
— fal acknowledement, and a williag obedience. [n_ 
- thefe, benever wanting. Make it au invariable rule 
to begin and end the day with a folemn addrefs tothe . 
Deity. Limean not by this, what is commoaly, with. 
too much propriety, called, /aying of prayers, namely, 
a cuftomary repetition of afew good words, without 
either devotion or attention, than which nothing is 
‘more inexcufable and affrontive to the Deity ; it is the’ 
homage of the heart that can alone.be accepted by him. 
Expreiiions of our abfolute dependence on, and ‘of our - 
entire refignation to him-—thankfgivings for the mer-- , 
cies already received—petititions: for thofe bleflings - 
it is fit for usto-pray for—andinterceffions for all our 
fellow creatures, compofe the. principal parts of this. 
duty ; which may be comprized ina.very few words, 
or may be more enlarged upon, as the circumi{tances 
of time and difpofition may render moft fuitable; for 


7 


it is not the length, but thefincerity and attention of 
our prayersthat will.make.them efiicacious., A good. yo 
heart, joimed to a.tolerable underflanding, will feldom og 
beat a lois for _proper words with which to clothe thet: 
_ feariments: and all perfons, being beft acquainted” 
| With their own particular-circum{tances, may reafon- 
fj efuppofed beft qualified for adapting their pe-- 
ns.and acknowledgments to them 5, but for thofe 9 _ 
of a different opinion, there are imany excel 
i hoes 7 
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Jent forms of prayersalready compofed. Among thefe, 
none that I know of are equal to Dr. Hoadley’s, thie 


late Bithop of Winchefter, whieh I_ recommended to 
“your perufal and ufe. In the preface to them, you 


will find better inflruftions on this head, than I am ca- 
pable of giving; and tothefe I refer you. | 

_ itis acknowledged that our petitions cannot, in any 
degree, alter the intention of a being, whois in him- 
feli invariable, and without a poffibility of change: all 
that can be expected from them is, that, by bette ing | 
ourfelves, they will render us moré proper objects of his. - 
favourable regard ; and this muft neceflarily be the 
refult ofa ferious, regular, and conftant difcharge of 
this branch of our duty ; for it is fearcely poffible to 
offer up our fincere and fervent devotions to heaven e- 
very morning and evening, without leaving on our 
minds fuch ufeful impreffions as will naturally difpofe: 
us toaready and cheerful obedience, and will infpire 
a filial fear of offending, the beft fecurity virtue can 
have. As you value your own happinefs, let not the 
force of bad example ever lead you into an habitual 
difafe of fecret prayer; nor let an unpardonable ne- 
gligence fo far prevail on you, as to make you reft. fa- 
tished witha formal, cultomary, inattentive repetition. 
vf fome well-chofen words: Jet your heart and atten- 
tion always_go with your lips; and experience will 


2 


_ foon convince you, that this permiifion of addreffiag the 


fupreme being is the moft valuable prerogative of hu- 
man nature ; the chief, nay the only fupport under all 
the diftreffes and calamities to which this ftate of fin. 
and mifery is liable; the higheft rational fatisfa@tion. 


‘the mind is capable of on this fide the grave 5. and 
_ the beft preparative for everlafting happinefs beyond. 


it, Dhis is a duty ever in your own power ;..and 


‘therefore you only will be culpable by ‘the omiffion of 


at. - . 
~ Public worhhip may not always be fo: but whenever’ 
it is, do not wilfully negle® the fervice of the chureh, 
a leaft on Sundays: aad let your behaviour ther 






i, 


adapted to the folemnity of the place, and to the in-- 


- 
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tention of the meeting. Regard neither the actions: 
-nor the dre({s of others: let not your eyes rove in fearcht 
of acquaintance ; but in the time of divine fervice a- 
void, as much as poflible, all complimental civilities,. 
of which there is too preat an intercourfe in moft of 
‘our churches. Remember that your only bufinefs. 
there is to pay a folemn aét of devotion to Almighty 
‘God, and let every part of your condus be fuitable to 
this great end. If you hear a good fermon, treafure 
it'in your memory, that you may reap all the benefit 
‘it Was capableof imparting; ifyou fhould hear but an. 
indifferent one, fome good things muft be in it; retain 
thofe, and fet the remainder be buried in oblivion. 
‘Ridicule not the preacer, who, no doubt, has done his. 
‘beft, and whois rather the object of pity than of con- 
tempt, for having been placed in a fituation of life, to, 
“which his talents were nor equal: he may perhaps. be: 
a good man, thongh:he is not a great orator.. 

' would alfo recommend to you the early and-fres. 
“quent participation of the communion, or what is-com-- 
monly called receiving the facrament, as the indifpen- 
fable duty of every chriftian. There is no inftitution, 
“of our religion more fimple, plain aad intelligible than, 
this, as deliveredtous by our Saviour: and moftof _ 
the elaborate treatifes written on the fubje@, have ferv-. 
ed only to puzzle and to difterb weak minds, by> 
throwing the dark veil of fiuperftition and of human. _ 
‘invention over.a plain, pofittve command, given by 
him in fo explicit a manner as to be ealily comprehend- 
‘ed-by the meaneft capacity, and which is doubtlefs in. 
‘the power ofall his fincere followers to payan accept-. 
able obedience to. Nothing has more contributed to. 
the neglect.of this duty, than.the numerous well-nean- 
ing books that have been written to enjoin.a month’s 
“or a-wecek’s preparation, as previoufly neceflary tothe 


Bic eHora tack ofit: by thefe means tilling the minds, 
vyof many with needlefs terror, putting it even out of V 
the P .of fome to receive it at all, and: inducing 
reat numbers to reft{atisied with doing it only once _ 


or twice a year, on fome high feltival ; whereasit was. 
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© mere fhadow of piety, wherein there is nothing rati-| 


-” fupper, and Nelfoa’s Great duty of frequenting the chrife 


-induftrioufly thrown over it by defigning « or, by 1 iftak. 
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certainly the conftant ais of the apoftles pi) pri- 
mitive chriftians on every Sunday 5 ena iain ought to 
be received by us as often as it is adminiftered in the 
church we frequent, which in, moft places | iss but. once 
in a month, Nor do I think it excuiable, at any time, 
to turn our backs upon the table we fee prepared for 
that purpofe, on pretence of not being fit to partake 
worthily of it. The beft, the only true preparation 
for this, and for every other part of religious duty, is 
a good and virtuous life, by which the- mind i is conftant- 
ly kept in fach a devotional frame, — as to require but a 
little recollection tobe fuited toany particular act of 
worthip or of obedience that may ‘occafionally offer .: 
and without a good and virtuous life, there canaot be 
a greater or more fatal miftake than to fuppole that a 
few days or weeks fpent in humiliation and prayer will. 
render us at all the more acceptable to the Deity,. or 
that we fhould bethereby better fitted for any one in- 
ftance of that duty which we muft,univerfally pay, 
to beeither approved by him, or to be advantag cous ton 
ourfelves: Iwould not therefore advife you “to read, 
any of thofe weekly preparatives, which are too apt. 
to lead the mind‘into error, by teachin git to relt in a. 













onally fatisfactory. The beft books which L have ever 
met with on this fubjeét, are Bifhop Hoadley’s, Plain’ 
account of the nature and end of the facrament of the. Lord’s : 


an facrifice. To the former are annexed the prayers 
whichI before mentioned: thefe are well worth your 
attentive pernial: the defign of the inftitution is ther cn 
in fully explained, asreeable both to feripture and t 

reafon ; ATED of that veil of myftery. which has-been 


en men; and itis there laid as pleany open to every 
capacity, as it was at firft left. us by our greatm iter. 
» Read thefé books with due attention: you w ill the fin 
every neceflary inftrugtion concerning ther | 
_evyery reafonable inducement t tathe conftant a 2 
“Sonicientious performance-of it, 


‘ 


ADVICE. To wen, DAUGHTERS. 133 


3 


The fincere practice of religious duties naturally 
leads to the proper difcharge of the focial, which may 


be Aare vere wehended in thar one great char rule of 
P ae ge 


\. doing unto othérs as you would they fhould do untoyou; but 


of thefe more particularly hereafter.—t! thall firlt give 
you my advice concerning employment, it being of. 
great moment to fet out in life in fucha method as may 
be ufeful to yourfelf andbeneficial to others. . 

Time is invaluable ; its lofsis ir eee ! The 
remembrance of having made an ill ule of it muft be 
one of the fharpefe tortiires to thofe who are on the 
brink of eternity ! and what can yield.a more un- 


Se pleafing retrofpect, than whole years idied away in 


an irrational, infignificant manner, exam] ples of whiich 


are écntingally before our eyes? Look on, every day 


as a blank fheet of paper put into your hands to be fil- 
ledup: remember the charaers will remaia to end- 
leis ages, a andthat they never can be expunged: be 
careful therefore not to write any thing but what you 
may read with pleafure a thoufand years,after. B 4 
would not be underflood in a fenfé fo ftrict as might 
debar you trem any innocent amufement, {ui table to 
your age, and agreeable to your inclination. Diver- 
fions, properly regulated, are not only allo. wable, they 


‘are abfolutely neceflary to youth, and are never crimt 


of 


nal, but when taken to excels fee hat is, whenthey en- 
grote the whole thought, when they are made the chief 
bufine!s of Life they them give a diftafte to every 
valuable employment, and, by a fort of infatuation, 
leave the mind in a {tate af re{tlefs impatience from 
the conclufion of one till the commencement ef ano- 


ther. This is the unfortunate difpefition of many. 
Guard moft carefully againftit, for nothing can be ate 
| tended with more pernicious Oe oe AS litt! le 


ervation will convince you, that there is not, among - 
> human fpecies, a fetof more miferable beings, than 
thote who cannot live out of a conftant fucceffion 






diverfions. Thefe Peon have no: com prehention 
f the more fatisfactory pleafure tobe found in retire- 


went: aba is infupportable,.and confequently Lom. 
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litude mutt be intolerable to them ; they are a burdew 
to themfelves, anda peft to their acquaintance, by 
_ vainly feeking for happinefsin company, where they 
are feldom acceptable : I fay vainly, for true happinefs 
exifts only inthe mind ; nothing foreign can. give it, 
The utmoft to be attained by what is called a gay 
life, is a fhort forgetfulnefs of mifery, to be felt with 
accumulated anguish in every interval of refle@ion. 
This reftlefs temper is frequently the product of a too 
eager purfuit of pleafure in the early part of life, to 
the negle&t of thofe valuable improvements, which 
would lay the foundation of a more folid and perma- 
nent felicity. Youth isthe feafon for diverfions; but 
it is alfo the feafon for acquiriug knowledge, for fixin 
ufeful habits, and for laying ina ftock of fach well. 
chofen materials, as may grow into a ferene happinefs, 
which will encreafe with every added year of life, 
and will bloom in the fulleft perfection in the decline of 
it. The great art of education confifts in afligning to 
“€achits proper place, in fach a manner that the one 
fhall never become irkfome, by intrenching on the o- 
ther.—Our feparation having taken from me the pleaf-. 
ing tak of endeavouring, tothe beft of my ability, to 
fuit them occafionally, as might be the moft conducive 


“to both your profit and pleafure, it only remains for me 


to give you general rules, which, indeed, accidents 
may make it neeeffary fometimes to. vary;  thofe, 
however, mutt be left to your own diferetion; and I 
am convinced you have a fufficient thare of underftand- 
ing to be very capable of making advantageoufly fuch 
calual regulations for yourfelf, if the inclination is not 
“Wanting. ue eet aby ae deat 
It is an excellent method to appropriate the morning 
wholly to improvement, the afternoon may then be: 
allowed ‘to diverfions. Under this laft head, I place 
company, books of the amufing kind, and entertain- 
ing productions of the needle, as well as plays, balis, 
cards, &c. which more commonly go by the cae 
diverfions: the afternoon, and evening till fupper, nm ye 
ay thefe be employed. with “innocence and’ propriety; 
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‘but let not oneof them ever be fuffered to intrude on 


the former part of the day, which fhould be always 
devoted to more ufeful employments. One half hour, 
or more, either before or immediately after breakfaft, 
I would have you conftantly give to the attentive pe- 
rufal of fome rationally pious author, or to/fome part 
of the New Teftament, with which, and indeed with 
the whole fcripture, you ought to make yourfelf 
perfectly acquainted, as the, bafison which your reli- 
gionisfounded. Fromthis practice you willreap more 
real benefit, than can be fuppofed by thofe who have 
never made the experiment. The other hours may be 
divided among thofe neceffary amd polite acquifitions 
which are fuitable to your fex, age, and to your rank 
in life.—Study your own language thoroughly, that you 
may.fpeak correctly, and write grammatically: do 
not content yourfelf with the common ufe of words, 
Which cuftom has taught you from the cradle, but 


learn from whence they are derived, and what are their 


proper fignifications—French you ought to bévas well 


acquainted with as with Englih: and Italian might, | 


without much difficulty, be added.—Acquire a good 
knowledge of hittory; that of your own country firft, 


then of the other European nations’; read them not... 
With a view toamufe, but toimprove your mind: and 


to that end make reflections on what you have read, 


which may be ufeful to yourfelf, and will render vour 
y ’ y 


converlation agreeable to others.—Learn fo much of - 


geosraphy asto form a juft idea of the fituation of places, 
mentioned in any author: and this will make hiftory 
more entertaining to you. . 


~ At is neceflary for you to be perfect inghe fir/? four 
rules of arithmetic: more you can never have occafion 
for, and the mind fhould not be burdened with needlefs ' 


application.—Mufic and drawing are accomplishments 


well worth the trouble of attaining, if your inclinati- 


ons and genius lead to either: if not, do not attempt 


them; for it willbe only much time and great labour © 


unprofitably thrown away; it being next to impoffible 
to arrive at any degree of perfection in thofe arts, by 


RY 
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the dint of perfeverance only, if.a good earand a na-~ 
tive genius be wanting.—The fludy of natural philofo- 
phy you will find both pleafing and inftrnuctive; pleaf- 
jing, from the continual new difcoveries to be made of 
the innumerably various beauties of nature, and a moft 
agreeable pratification of that delire ef knowledge 
wifely implanted in the human mind:-and h'gh'y in- 
ftructive, as thofe difcoveries lead to the convempla- 


tion of the great Author of nature, whofe wifdom and 


gooduels fo conipicuoufly fhine through all his works, 


that it isimpoflibie to refle& ferioufly on them, with- 


uct admiration am atitude, 

Thefe, my dear; are but.a few of thofe mental im- 
provements 1 would recommend to you. . Indeed there 
is no urate of knowledge that your capacity is equal 
to, and which you have an opportunity of acquiring, 
that, I think, ought to be neglected. It has been ob- 
jected againft all female learning, beyond that of houfe- 
hold eecgnomy, that it tends only to fill the minds of 






the fex with a conceited vanity, which fets them above. 
their proper bufinefs; occafions an indifference to, if 


nota total neglect of, their family affairss and ferves 
only to render them ufelels wives and impertinent com- 
panions. It muft.be confelled, that fome reading la- 


dies have given but too much caufe for this objection; 
and could it be proved to hold good throughout the fex, _ 


it would certainly be right to confine their improve- 
ments within the narrow limits of. the nurfery, of the 
kitchen, and the confectionary: but, I believe, it will, 
upon examination, be found, that fuch ill confequences 
proceed chiefly from too great animbecility of mind 
tobe capable’ of much enlargement, or from a mere 

affeQation of kaowledge, void of all reality. Vanity 
 isnever the refult of underflanding. A fenfible woman 
will foon. be convinced, that all the learning her ut- 
moft application can make her miftrefs of, will be, 
from the difference of education, in many points, i 





her always humble, aad willbe an effectual check to 


in- 
feriorto that of a {choolboy: this reileftion will keep, 


| 
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portable companions. © 


that loquacity, which renders fome women fuch infup- 


The management of all domeftic affairs is certainly _ 


the proper bufinefs of women; and unfafhionably rat- 
ic as fuch an aflertion may be thought, it is not be- 


neath the dignity of any lady, however high her rank, 


¥% 


to know hew to educate her children, to govern her 
fervants; how toorder an elegant table with aeconomy, 
and tomanage her whole family with prudence, re- 
lari hod. If in thefee fhe is defectiv 
guiarity, and-method. If in theie* fhe is defective, 


aes 


whatever may be her attainments in any other kind 
of knowledge, fhe will a&t oun ofcharaSter; and, by 
not moving in her proper {pheére, fhe will become ra- 
ther the object of ridicule than of approbation. But 
I believe it may with truth be affirmed, @Mat the ne- 
glect of thefe domeftic concerns has’ much more fre- 
quently proceeded from an exorbitant love of divertions, 
from a-ridiculous fonduefs for drefs and gallantry, or 









from a miftaken pride, that has placed fuch duties in a 
fervile light, from whence they have been’ confidered. 


as fit only for the employments of dependants, and be- 
low the attention of a fine lady, than from too great 
an attachment to mental improvements; yet from 


whatfoever caufe fuch a negleét proceeds, it is equally. 
unjuftifable. If any thing can be urged imvindication 
of a cuftom unknown to our anceitors, which the pre-. 
fo general among the mo- 
dern ladies; I mean that of committing to the care and” 


valence of fafhion has made 


difcretionary power of different fervants, the fole ma- 
nagement of family atfairs ; nothing, certainly, can 
be alleged in defence of {uch an ignorance in things of 
this nature, as tenders a lady incapable of giving pro- 
per directions on all occafions; an ignorance, which, 
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1mpofe on thofe by whom they are thus implicitly. . 
trufted. Make yourfelf, therefore, fo thoroughly ac- 
quvainted with the moft proper method of conducting a 
family, and with the neceffary expenfe which every 
article, in proportion to their number, will occafion, 
that you may come to a reafonable certainty of not be-. 
ing materially deceived, without the ridiculous drudge- 
ry of following your fervants continually, and meanly 
peeping into every ob{cure corner of your houfe: nor 
is this at all ditfcult to attain, as it requires nothing 
tore than an attentive obfervation . sit 
_Itis of late, in moft great families, become too. 
much the cuftom, to Ong upon the books of every 
 tradefman they employ. To afligna reafon for this is 
foreign to nay purpofe; but I am certain it would, in 
general, be better both for them{felves, and for the peo- 
ple they deal with, never to be on them at all; and 
‘what difficulty or inconvenience can raife, in a well- 
regulated family, from commiflioning the fteward or 
dioufe-keeper to pay for every thing at the time when 










‘it is brought in? This OMe i gageractice, though in it~ 
felfgvery laudable, is not at prefent, and perhaps ne- 
‘ver may be again, authorifed by fafhion: however, 
jet it be a rule with'you to contraé as few debts as pof- 
dible: moit things are to be purchafed both better in 
their kind, and at a lower price, by paying for them 
at the time of purchafing.» But if, to avoid the fup- 
pofed trouble of frequent trifling difburfements, you 
choofe to have the leffer articles thrown together ina 
bill, let a note of the quantity and price be brought 
with every fuch parcel: file thefe notes, compare them 
with the bill when delivered in, and let fuch bills be 
regularly paid every quarter: for it is not reafonable 
to expect, that a tradefman fhould give longer credit, 
Without making up the intereit of his money by an ad- 
vanced price on what he fells: and be affured, if you 
find it inconvenient to pay at the end of three months, 
that inconvenience muit arife from living at too great 
anexpenfe, and will confequently increafe in fix months, 
and grow ftill greater at the end of the year. By mak- 


po. 





vy. 
: 


~ whofe birth, education, and earl 
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ing fhort bdetinitie, you will become the fooner fenfi- 


ble of fucha miftake, and you will find i¢ at firft more 


eafy to retrench any fupernumeraries than after hav- 


ing been long habituated to them. 

 Ifyour houle is fuperintended by an ‘Houle eepex, 
and your fervants are accountable to her, let your 
houfekeeper be accountable to yourfelf, and let her be 
eatirely governed by your directiors. Carefully exa- 
mine her bills, and fuffer no es travagances or unnecef- 
fary articles to pafs “tinoticed. Let thefe bills. a 
brought to you every mofhing: what they conta 
will then be eafily recollected re burdenihe our 
memory 5 and your accounts being fhort will be ad- 
jufted with lefs’ trouble and with fie exacinefs,— 














Should you at any time have an upper fervant, whofe 


family and education were fuperior to that ftate or 
fabjection to which fucceeding misfortunes tnay have 
reuuced her, fhe ought to be treated with peculiar j in- 


dGuigence: if fhe has underftanding enough to be con- oa 


vertible, and humility enoug 
per diftance, leffen as. 
remembrance of former profpeé “ts, by looking on her 
as an humble friend, and making her an occafional 
companion. But never deféend to 


always to keep her pro- 











not fuperior to a ftate of fervitude 
in general fuited to their ffation, the 
toxicated by any degree of familiar not and become 
ufelefs and impertinent. The habit, which very ma- 


ny ladies have contraéted, of talking to and conf it 


oP st phat 


ing with their women, has fo {pdiled that fet Of fer- 
vants, that few of them are tobe met with, - whe do. 
not commence their fervice by giving ‘their unafked 
_ opinion of your perfon, drefs, ee nanavetient 
ly conveyed in the too generally” accepted vehicle’ ‘of: 


ty ar tful = 


flattery: and, if they are allowed in this, they will 
next proceed to offer their advice on any occafion that 
may happen to difcompofe or ruffle your temper : check, 

ey, ss firit appearance of fuch impertinence, 


ch as poffible ever y painful ‘ 


aha with thofe E 


Bay 





“ 


i church, to ‘be inftrucied: 


Faviags &ce. Require 


~ eoldon the ti 


ther, - is not ornamental, bur ridiculous. 
~~. anee with fathion, fo faras t oO LVOiL 


tuo Ay UNFORTUNATE, OTHER’. 
by a reprimand fufiicientl; y feyere to prevent a repe . 
tition of it, 

__ Give your orders ina plate, ditind n manner, with 
Ebod nature joined to a iteadinefs that will thow they 
muft be pun¢tually’ obeyed. Treat all your domi 
With Mae mildnefs a fad afia bility, hat you. may 
feryed rather out “of affection than'fear. Tat then 
live happi ly under you. Give them leifare for their 
owa buiinefs, time for iMnocent recreation and more 
elpecially, for attending the: public fervice of the 
a theim duty | to God 3) -with- 
out which. you have no right *to expect the difeh: 
of that owing to ye felt. When wr rong, ell them 
calmly of. their faults; if they amend not after two 
or th te fuch rebukes, difmifg them: but never de- 



















Acene Aion and | {coldi ig, which is inconfiftent 
with ae unéerftanding, and _ beneath the eg tes 
a gontlew, omen. — a oi 








“Be very exaét in yous hours, without which aay 
n bemo « order in your f umily ; ; Imean thoie of f rifing, 
fervants punctuality 

felfthe caufe of breaking 
ye laid down,. by deferring 

> difiter, op letting i it grow. 
ait your drefiing ; a cuftom by” 










in theie, and never be ys 
through the rules 
breakfat, putti 







which many 1 ntroduce ‘confufion, and ng 
their orders in plect, Be always dreft at leatt half 
an hour | ‘dinner. “Having mentioned this im- 
portant; ticle, i muft Pewee ved a little digreffion on 
Jae fubject. ar 
‘What i eraken up in. “drefs, . bevond i 


_ isnee ¢ lary to decency and cleantinefs, may. be looked. 
upon, “to fay no wor €, asa vacuum in lif 
 cency, Imean fuch a habit as is fuit 

fortune: an ill-placed finer yy inc 










fingularity, isneceffary : ‘but to run into this extreme 
of fafhions, more efpeciall thofe which are inconve~ 
alent ds the certain. proof 5 a weak | ‘Have a! 


» 
x“ 
~ * 
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better opinion of yourfelf, than to fuppofe you can re~ 
ceive any additional merit from the advantitious orna- 
who are adapted to it; 1 mean that infigniticant fet of 
females, whofe whole lifey from the cradle to the 
coffin, is but a varied {cene of trifling, and whofe iatel- 
lectualé ft them not for any.thing beyondit. Suchas 
thefe may be allowed to pafs whole mor nings at their 
looking-glafs, in the important bufinefs of fuiting a fet 
of ribbands, adjufting a few curls, or determining the 
pofition of a patch; one, perhaps, of their moft in- 
nocent ways of idling. But let as fmall a portion of 
your time ae poffible be taken up in drefling. Be al- 
rfectly clean ongpes> both in your perfon and. 
qually fo when alone, as in company.— 






clothes : 


Look upon all beyond this as cnt Mal in itfelf, any — 


further than z : € 
made fome diftinctions in habit, enerally efteemed 
necaffary, ang remember, ‘that Dip 3 the di 
however fumptuous, which reflects dignity and honor 





that give confequence tothe drefs. But to return— _ 
ie | 









g a 
ceffary. not whimfi 


— 


ings: approve with judgment, 
fon 5, HBA ape Behe Tey 
of obtaining your fay 
your difpleafure. 






oS 


. oe i ae eh 
From what hasbeen faid, you-will fee, that in or-. 


dér to the proper wae of, your domeftic duties, 
it is abfolutely neceflary for you to have a. perfect. 
knowledge of every ee of houfehold. ceconomyy, 
» . te fe 2 a . oF * 
a : 


vs way 
; ie x 





~ 


as. the different ranks of mankind have © 


a a ge TRONS 
en the perfon: itis the rank and merit of the perfon, 


hk, an 


s never the drefs, 
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without ve you can: neither cored y what is wrong, 
hey “approve wha ‘is right hor gi give directic iS caithdeae a 
" Rae + Tris the Wantartni: knowledge, that reduces 
any a fine ady ’s family to adtate of the utmoft confus 
fion and diforder, on nth e fudden te of a manag-— 
Inge staan abe the ee. is fupplie a fucceflor of 


equal ability. “How much out of aracter- 


% 


. 








diculous muft a miftrefs of 2 a family appear, w 
- 4 ‘tirely incapable of giving practical orders. 
a occafion | ‘Let that never be*your cafe! Ke 
ee my ‘dear, this is t! the onlyy proper temporal 


a isen- 
H an 
attily Om 


¥ 





_ figned you by Providence, andina thing fo i fpe 
bly cee fo ‘eafily” attained, where fo li 
or application j is neceffary to arrive at the we 
“-mendable degree of it, the want en ) fection is 
>. almoft. inexcufable. Wake _ yourfelf miftrefs of pe 
eu theory, that you may be able the more readily to Te- 
duce. it into prac Bice; 2 ae when 3 you nhave-a family to 
command, ; det ss italwa s employ your princi- 
eee pal attention, and let ag ie t of it te fubjected to 
“». your own infpeSion. 4 ; 
oe TE vou rife eafly, a cufton 
: “ofiace Je cg with mé, if you wafte no unneceffa- 
he in dr ings and. if you Be your houfe _ 





























a ae | db y this1 Gnels ; and: nO objectiotie can 
tance é ee Brae ihofe in. fuch improve-. 


em. ind as are'moit fuitablé to your genius: * 







mo manu oF unde ‘ftanding:. 


Q that, under fuc a regularions. vomma 
> will either ects: agreeable: com site, a lefs 
ry » nfefal wife, ‘a lef fe miflrefs ~ 
of family, ‘for all th additional ‘know ledgg. her/ih- in- 
ty ana palteatiomge acquires ts. 
y he, morni ng being always t 
- gaged, th s latter part of th da 











v antagéoully en- 

, as L-before faid, ‘ay 

ep ment. ‘Some WF thes 

urs may be vei bly and rape employed es 

hit ssa mee of which, the: Eng a e 
guage, Twill oo sean asa ie imen of the 
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Dr. Watts ont the ‘Tee, Femal ie ypder 
Vent of the Mind _ | Speaker, 2yvols.” . 
Nirs. Tri aoe ’s Works f{ Shakefpeare’s Plays 
Works. of Madame de | John{on’s, Poets, 75 vols, 
4 Genlift with their Lives 
Marchionefs de fea, Mifs ‘More’s ems, and 
+. Works, 2 volsiiay cub @ Prof Pieces 
Mifs Burney’s Ewelina, 2 ethelinde, vols. 
vols. and Cecilia, 3 volat MifsBowdler’s Eflays, &e, 
Mrs. Smith’s Emmeline, | Elegant Extracts, in Profe 








2 vols. sa andVerfe, m= vols. 
General Biographical Dic-| * 
Mgnary, 2 vols 8 vo. di “ip 


ae thefe you may form a judoment oF tht fort of 
reading which will be both ufeful and cbtertaliaie to 
you. I havenamed. onl thof 4 fe whi 
I thought, would more direétly influen : 
in life... Our rife of faith fhould Sitsken from the 
feripturealone, which we muft underftand for ourfelves; 










therefore the eontroverted opinions of others” ‘erve, in. 


general,» rather to puzzle than to improve the mind. 
Of novels and romances, very few,are worththe trou- 
ble of reading: fomeof them, perhaps, do containa 
Pcie good morals ; but ‘ape are not worth the finding, 
where fo much rubbifh is intermixed. Their moral 
- parts, indeed, are likefmall diamonds among moun- 
tains of dirt andtrath, which, after you have found: 
them, are too inconfiderable to anfwer the pains of 
coming at; i ridiculous as thefe tictitious tales ge-. 


_ erally are, they are fo artfully managed'as to onsite ~ 


idle curiofity tofee the conclufion, by whi 

readeris drawn on, through a tiselons alien o of | coli 
enue: from which nei now ledge, pleaf u Tes. 
_ ‘nor profit ¢ macerue, to en cong 10n cataftrophe of 
ie ae Tie moft I haye m: 

ay no worle, it is Wa be 

ime to perufe. But fomeof them have more perni-. 
re) peonienucn sates By crewing characters that ne, r 






1 of thele writ-. 
than the lofs of 







a 
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exitt i in ae by reprefenting pe ivis and things i in a 
falfe and extravagant hoht, and by a ferics of Tmpro- 
bable caufes bringing oa impollible. events, they are 
apt to civea romantic turn to the mind, w hich i is often 
productive of gréat errors, in. judement, and of fatal. 
aniftakes. in condugt, . OF this I have feen frequent ._ 
inftances, and the deke ad vifeyou f icarcely ever to aned- ‘ 
dle with any Ofgem: Ree % * : 
h In juttice,. lr to a ate ingenious | author, 

this ae mu 








A enon 


ay rule, inthis he eat of Wake Vie Phat nOGee 
‘ equally entertaining, and inftrue tive, without’ be- 
ing liable to. ) anny of the objections that occafioned ey . 
above reftriction.” This potiibly thir het. bethe only 7) °:. 
lnexceptionable piece of the kin gp Day as | have ioe 
Tact with any other, among a aut r Theve pernfed, ies 
a fingle inftance does. not alter my. gee A of. that fore ae 
he NY vriting 5 and 1ftill think, the chauce’is perhaps ge 
thoufand to.one againtt the probability of obtaining re. F 
fnallett < sor "ee of advantage from the reading any ory 
them, as well as that very few ate to be peek from 
Which much injury: may, not be received.) Me ee Mae cc . 
Works of the needle, that employ the. Geen may, a 
if they fait your inclination, ‘be fometimes a. pret we 
Mufement: but let this employment never extend 
large pieces, beyond what can be accomplithed by: | 
yourtelf without afliftance. There: is not’ ‘@ greater Z 
Xtr avagance under the ‘{pecious name of good houfes” . 
Wwifery, than the furntthing of houfes’ inthis. ‘manner. meee 
Whole apartments have been feenthus ornamented b 
the fi pofed work of a lady, who, perhap never, 
: two leaves in the artificial foreit, but has paid: 
four times. its value tothe feveral | people employed i fon” oe 
rin gj on, The expent er ihele, beg t 4 ot 
‘T fpeak experimentally, having,, 
5 opal, undertaken: one of them. vhic) 
eG ies am Was not worthtiftéea pounds: and ah 
Pee tne: made, it did not none lets than fifty, 
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7 
in the hire and. maintenance of the people employed 
qn its This, indeed, was at the age of feventeen, 
when the thoughtlefs inexperience of youth could a« 
lone excufe fuch a piece of folly. —Embroideries in gold, 
Silver, or frades of pik, come within @ narrower coms 
pals. Works of that kind, Whichimay, without cal- 
ling in expenfive affiftance, or tiring the fanéy, be 
fintfhed in a fummer, will be a well-chofen change 
of amufement, and may, as there are three of you, 
be made much more agreeable, by one alternately read- 
ing aloud, while the other twoare thus employed, 
All kinds of what is called plain-work, though no very 


polite accomplifhment, youmutt be fo well verfed in 
‘ oe ’ 


a3 to be able to cut out, make, and mend your own 
linen. Some fathers, and fome hufbands, choofe to 


. have their daughters and their wives thus attired in the 
dabour of their own hands, and, froma miftaken no- 


tion, believe this to be the great criterion ef frugal 
ceconomy. Where that happens to be the inclination 
or opinion of either, it cought always to be readily com=. 
plied with; but, exclufive of fuch a motive, I fee no’ 


other that makes the practical part neeeflary to any 
lady: excepting, indeed, where there is fuch a nar-" 


rownefs of fortune as admits not conveniently the keep- 


_inga fervant, to whom fach exercifes of the needle 
-ymuchmore properly appertain. yee Cae 


_ Lhe theatre, which, by the indefatigable labour of) 
the inimitable Mr.Garrick, has been brought to very 
great perfection, will aflord you an equally rational | 
andimproving entertainment. Your judgement will 
not now be calledin queftion, your under{tanding af. 7 
fronted, nor will your modefty be offended by thie in-_ 
decent ribaldry of thofe authors, who to their defeat | 
in wit have added the want of good fenfe and of good — 
manners. Faults ofthis kind, which, froma blama-_ 
ble compliance with a corrupted tafte, have fometimes | 
crept into the works of pou writers, are, by his pru- 7 
dent direction, generally refiified or omitted on the 


lly” 
tage, You may nw (ae many of the beft plays ‘per 
















© 


formedin the beft manner. Do not, however, go ta) © 


any that you have not before heard the character of :. 
be prefentonly at thofe which are approved by perfons 


of underftanding and. virtue, as calculated to anfwer 


the proper end of the theatre, namely, that of convey- 
ing inftruction in the moft pleafing method. Attend. 
‘othe fentiment, apply the moral, and then you can- 
not, I think, pafSian evening ina more ufeful, orin a 
more entertaining diverfion. cg 

Dancing may alfo take its turn, as ogee eX- 
ercife, as it is generally fuitableto the taite and gaiety 
of young minds. im ne 

Part of the hours appropriated to relaxation mutt 
f neceility be lefs agreeably taken up in the paying, 
ind receiving vifits of more ceremony and civility 3 
s tribute, by cuftom authorifed, by wood manners en- 
oined. In rkefe, when the converfation is only infigni- 
icant, join in it with an apparent fatisfa@ion. Talk 
ifthe elegance of a birth-day fuit, the pattern of a 
ace, the judicious afflortment of jewels, the cut of a 
uifle, or the fet of a fleeve, with an unafleGed eale; 
lot according to the rank they holdin your eftimation, 
ut proportioned to the confequence they 1 Ly 
a the opinion of thofe you are converfing with. The 





reat art of pleafing ¥ to appear pleafed with others; . 


uffer not then an ill-bred abfence of thought, or a con- 
eaptuous {neer, ever betray a confcious fuperiority of 
nderftanding, always produétive of ill-nature and 


illike. Suit yourfelf to the capacity and to the tafte 


f your company, when that tafte is confined to harm-_ 
os trifles ; but whereit isfo far depraved as to delight 


1 cruel farcafms on the abfent, to be pleafed with dif | 


overing the blemifhes in a good character, or in re- 
eating the greater faults of a bad one, religion and 
umanity in that cafe forbid the leaft degree of affent, 
f you have not an y kitow ledge of the perfons thus un- 
appily facrificed toenvy or to malice, and confequent- 
pare ignorant as to the truth or falfehood of fuch af- 
erfions, falways fafpe& them “to be ill- grounded, or, 


tleait, greatly exaggerated. Show your difapproba. 


a, ri 
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» » tion by a filent gravity, and by taking the firft oppor- 


is a diverfion, whichy I ype, Your 


pmay ees withour a breach of civility: there ig 
fhould ever be founded on merit, the certainty wheres 


_ Great caution, is necetlary none Fegercediy 
aviol 


a fuperficial knowledge, .creates a prepoffefiion 


tunity tochange the fubject. But where any acquaint- 
ance with the chara@ter in queftion gives room for ‘de- 
fending it, let not an ill-timed complaifance prevail o- 
“yer juftice ? vindicate injured innocence with all the 
freedom and warmth of an unreftrained benevolence: 
and where the faults of the guilty will admit of pallia- 
tion, urge all that truth can allow immitigation of er- 
‘ror. From this method, befides the pleafure arifing 
from the Cagisioafnels of a ftri€t conformity to the 
great rule of doing as you would be done by, you will al- 
‘to reap to yourfelf the benefit of being lefs frequently 


_ peftered with'themes ever painful toa humane difpo- 


fition. If, unfortunately, you have fomé a cquaintancée, 


whofe ‘malevolence of heart no fentiment of virtue, 
no check of good-manners, can reftrain from thefe ma- 
licious fallies of il]-nature, to them let your vifits be 
made as feldom andas fhort as decency will permit ; 
there being neither benefit nor fatisfaftion to be found 
in fuch company, among whom only cards may be in- 
troduced with any advantage. On this account, it will 
be proper for you toknow how to play at the games 
moftin ufe; becaufe it is anargument of great folly to 
engage in any thing without doing it wells but this 
om will have no fond- 
neis for, as it isin itfelf, to fay no worfe, a very infig~ 
nificant aroulement. ee Mah iene TG yes ey 
With perfons for whom you can have no eftcem) 
(good-breeding. may oblige you to keep upan inter- 
courfe of ceremonious vilits ; but politene{s enjoins not 
the length or frequency of them. Here inclination 


















‘no ta n intimacy but from choice: and that choice 


of you cannot be to@ careful in previoully eXamining- 


a 






r often, up 


ous appearances. A planfible | 
vor of particulars, whos upon a nearer view, 
found to have no claim to efteem, The 
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@ precipitate judgment fometimes leads into an unwary 
intimacy, which it may prove abfolutely neceffary to 
break off: and yet that breach may be attended with 
innumerable inconveniencies 5 nay, perhaps, with 
‘very material and lafting ill confequences : prudence, 
_ therefore, here enjoins the greateft circum{pection. 

~ Few people are capable of friendfhip: and ftill few- 
er have all the qualifications one would choofe in a 
friend., The fundamental point is a virtuous difpoti- 
tion, but to that fhould be added a good underftand- 
ing, afolidjudgment, fweetnels of temper, ftcadinels 
of mind, freedom of behaviour, and fincerity of heart, 
_ Seldom as thefe are to be found united, never makea 
boom friend of any one greatly deficient in either.— 
Be flow in contracting friendfhip, and invariably con- 
‘fant in maintaining it. Expeét not many friends, but 
think yourfelf happy, if, through life, you meet with 
one or two who deferve that name, and have all the 
requifites for the valuable relation. This may be jutft- 
dy deemed the higheft blefling of mortality. Unin- 
terrupted health has the general voice; but in my 0- 
‘pinion, fuch an intercourie of friendfhip as much de- 
ferves the preference, as the mental pleafures, both 
‘in mature and degree, exceed the corporeal. The 
weakneiles, the pains of the body, may be inexpref- 


fibly alleviated by the converfation of a perfon, by at- 


‘fection endeared, by reafon approved—whofe tender 


fympathy partakes your affliétions, and fhares your 
‘enjoy ments—who is fteady in the correCtion, but mild- 


ifthe reproof of your faults—like a guardian angel, 
ever watchful to warn you of unferefeen danger, and 
“by timely admonitions, to prevent the miftekes ix ie 
‘dent to human frailty and felfpartiality: this is the 
true office of friendfhip. Withiuch’a friend, no ftate of 
_dife can be abfolutely unhappy 3 but, deftitute of fome 
“fuch connexion, héaven has fo formed our nature for 
“this intial ciory, that.amidft the affluence of for- 
Tune, and in the fow of uninterrupted health, there 
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will be an aching void i in the folitary breaft, which can 
never otherwife know a plenitude of happinels. 

Should the Supreme Difpofer of all events beftow 
on you this fuperlative gitt, to fuch a friend let your 
heart be ever unrefervediy open. Conceal no fecret 
thought, difguife no latent weaknefs, but bare your 
bofom to the faithful probe of honetft friendihip, and 
fhrink not, if it {marts beneath the touch; nor with 
tenacious pr ide diflike the perfon who freely dares to 
condemn fome favorite foible ; but, ever open to con- 
vie ‘tion, hear with attention, andreceive with grati- 
tude, the kind reproof that flows from tendérnefs.— 
When fenfible of a fault, be ingenuous in the confef- 
fions be fincere and tteady i in the correction of it. 

Happy isher lot, who ina hufband finds this invalu- 
able friend! Yet fo great isthe hazard, fo difpropor- 
tioned the chances, that 1 could almoft with the dan- 
gerous die was never to be thrown for any of you: but 

as probably it may, let me conjure you all, my dear 
pirls, if ever any ‘of you take this moft important {tep 
in life, to proceed with the utmoft care and with deli- 
berate circamfpection. Fortune and family it is the fole 
province of your father to direct in : he, certainly, has 
alwaysan unbounded right toa negative voice, though 
not toa compulfive one. Asa child is very juftifiable 
in the refufal of her hand, even to the abfolute com- 
mand of a father, where fer heart cannot go with it, 
fo is fhe extremely culpable in giving it, contrary to 
hisapprobation. Here I muft take fhame to myfelf; 
and for this unpardonable fault, I do jufily acknowledge 
that the fubfequent ill ‘confequences of a moft unhap- — 
py marriage were the proper punifhment. This, and. | 
every other error in my own conduct, Ido, and fhall, 
with the utmoft candour, lay open to you : fincerely 
praying that you may reap the benefit of my expe 
ence, and that ven may avoid ne hich, e 
ther by careleflnefs, or fometimes, alas, ™6y too m 
_ caution, Lhave {plit againit! But toreturn— 1 
_ The chief point, to be regarded in the choice of a 
companion for life, is areally virtuous princ piesa an un- 
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affected roodnefs of heart. ° Without this, you willbe 
continuaily fhocked by indecency, and pained by im- 
picty. So numerous have been the unhappy victims 
to the ridiculous opinion, ** 4 reformed libertine; makes 
the bef? hufoand,”” that, did not experience daily evince 
the contrary, one would believe it impoflible for a girl, 
who has a tolerable degree of common underftanding, 
to be made the dupe of fo erroneous a pofition, which 
has not the leaft fhadow of reafon for its foundation, 
and with a fmall fhare of obfervation will prove to be 
falfe in fa&t. A man, who has been long converfant,. 
with the worft fort of women, is very apt to contract 
a bad opinion of, and a contempt for, the fex in general. 
Incapable of efteeming any, he is fufpicious of all— 
jealous without caule—angry without proyocation— 
and his own difturbed imagination is a continual 
fource of ill humour. To this is frequently joined a 
bad habit of body, the natural confequence of an irre- 
gular life, which gives an additional fournefs to the 
temper. What rational profpeét of happinefs can there 
.be with fuch a companion ? And that this is the general 
character of thofe who are called reformed rakes, ob- 
fervation will certify. But, admit there may be fome- 
exceptions, it is a hazard upon which no confiderate 
woman would venture the peace of her whole future 
life. The vanity of thofe girls, who believe them. 
{elves capable of working miracles of this kind, and w ho 
‘give up their perfons to men of libertine principles, up-. 
on the wild expectation of reclaiming them, juftly de-_ 
ferves the difappointment which it will generaily meet 
with: for believe me, a wife is, of all perfons, the leaft 
likely to {neceed in fuch an attempt. Be it your care 
to find that virtue in a lover, which you muft never 
hope toformin a hufband. Good-fenfe and good-na- 
ture are almoit equally requifite. If the former is - 
‘wanting, it will be next to impoflible for you to eftecm 
the perfon, whofe behaviour you have caufe to be 
afhamed : and mutual efteem is as neceflary to happi-. 
‘nefs in the married ftate as mutual afleGion: without 
‘the latter, every day will bring withit fome frefh caule 
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of vexation ; till repeated quarrels produce a coldnefs,. 
which willfettle into an irreconcilable averfion, and 
you willbecome not only each other’s torment, but the 
objet of contempt to your family and to your aequaint- 
ance, : ; 
This quality of good nature is, of all others, the 
moft difficult to be afcertained, on account of the ge- 
neral miftake of blending it with’ good humour, as if 
they were in themfelves the fame; whereas, in fact no 
. two principles of action are more effentially different, 
And this may require fome explanation.—By good-na- 
ture I mean, that true benevolence which partakes in 
the felicity of all mankind ; which promotes the fatis- 
faction of every individual within the reach of itsabili- 
ty which relieves the diftrefied, comforts the afilict- 
ed, dittufes bleflings, and communicates happine(s, as 
far asits {phere of a&tion can extend; and which, in 
the private {cenes of life, will fhineconf{picuous in the 
dutiful fon, the afiectionate hufband, the indulgent fa- 
ther, the faithful friend, and the. compaflionate matter 
both to man and beaft: while good humour is nothing 
more than acheerful, pleafing deportment, arifing ei-- 
ther from a natural gaiety of mind, or from an afiecia- 
tion of popularity, joined to an aflibility of behaviour, 
the refult of good-breeding, and a ready compliance 
withthe tafte ofevery company. This kind’ of mere 
good-humour is, by far, the moft ftriking quality ; ’tis 
frequently miftaken fur, and complimented with the 
fuperior name of real good-nature. Aman bythis{pe- _ 
cious appearance has often acquired’ that appellation, : 
who, in all the a@ions in his private life, has beena | 
morofe, cruel, revengeful, fullen, haughty tyrant. Let 
them put on the cap, whofe temples fit the galling 
wreath! Onthe hie Te a man of truly benevolent 


difpofition, and formed to promote the happinefs ot all 






around him, may fometimes, perhaps from_an ill habit . 
of body, and accidental vexation, or fror mmend- 


able opennefs of heart, above the meanne is of difpuife, 


be guilty of little fallies of peevifhnefs, or of ill-humour, 4 
which, carrying the appearance of ill-nature, may be 
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jaftly thought to proceed from it, by perfons. who are 
unacquainted with this true character, and who take 
ili-humour and ill-nature to be fynonimous terms, 
though, inreality, they bear not theleait analogy to each 
other. In order tothe forming a right judgment, it is 
ab{clutely neceflary to obferve this diftinction, which 
will effectually fecure you from the dangerous error of 
taking the fhadow for the fubflance ; an irretriey a 
miftake, pregnant with innumerable confequent evils ! 
From what has been faid, it plainly appears, that 
the criterion of this amiable virtue is not to be eas 
¥rom the general opinion; mere good-humour being, - 
to all intents and purpofes, fuilicient in this particular 
to eftablith the public voice in favour of a man utterly 
devoid of every humane and benevolent affeftion of. 
heart) is aly from the lefs confpicuous fcenes of 
life, the more retired {phere of action, from the artlefs 
tenor of domeftic conduct, that the real character can 
With any certainty be drawn. Thefe, undifguifed, 
proclaim the man; but as they fhun the glare of light, 
nor court the noife of popular app lanfe, they pais ia 
noticed, andare feldom known “till after an intimate, 
acquaintance. The beft method, thercfore, to avoid 
deception in this cife, is to lay no ffrefs on outward 
appearances, which are too often Eigse? but totake 
the rule of judging from the fimple, umpolifhed fenti- 
mentsofthofe, whofe dependent connections give them 
an undeniable certainty ; who not only fee, but hour- 
ly feel’ the good or bad efiecis of that difpofition to 
which they are fubjected. By this l mean, that if a 
man is equally réfpected, efteemed, and beloved by his 
tenants, by his dependants and Hobienen cat om the fub- 
ftantial farmer to the laborious peafant—from the 
proud fteward to the fubmiflive wretch, who, thankfal 
for employment, humbly obeys the menial tribe—you 
_ may jaitly couclude he has that true good nature, that 
real benev ace, which delight in comm uunicating fe- 
ree and enjoys the fatisfact tion it diffufes. © But if by 
theie b he is s deipifed and hated, ferved merely from a 
2 | 
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si 3 bi 3 
principle of fear, devoid of affetion—which is very Sas 
eafily difcoverable—whatever ‘may be his public’ — 
character, however favourable the general opinion) 
be aflured, that his difpofition is fuch as can never be. ~ 
productive of domeftic happinefs.—I have been the | 
‘more particular on this head, as it is one of the moit. 
effential qualifications tobe regarded, and of allethers, — 
the moft liable tobe miftaken. 0% y 

Never be prevailed with, my dear, to give your hand. # 
to aperfon, defective in thefe material points. Secure © 
of virtue, of good-nature, and of underftanding ina huf- 
band, youmay be fecure of happinefs. Without the 
two former, it is unattainable : without the latter, in a 
tolerable degree, it muft be very imperfect. 

Remember, however, that infallibility is not the _ 
property ofman, or you may entail difappointment on. 
yourfelf, by expecting what is never tobefound, The 
beft men are fometimes inconfiftent with themfelves. 
They are liable to be hurried, by fudden ftarts of. 
paffion, into expreffions and actions which their cooler. 
reafon will condemn. They may have fome oddities: 
of behaviour, fome peculiarities of temper; they may. © 
se fubje& to accidental ill humour, er to whimficak | 
complaints: blemifhes of this kiad often fhade the» 7 
brighteft chara¢ter: but they are never deftructive of ~ 
mutual felicity, unlefs when they are made fo by an. © 

_ Improper refentment, or by an ill-judged oppofiticn.. 
Reafon can never be heard by paflion; the offer of it: 
tends only to inflame the more. When.cooled, aud) 
in his ufual temper, the man of underftanding, if he- 
has been wrong, willfugget to himfelf all that could. 
be urged again{t him: the man. of good-nature will,. ‘ 
un-upbraided, own his errors immediate contradiction. 

is, therefore, wholly unferviceable, and highly im-.— 
prudent; and after repetition, equally unneceilary and = 
injudicious.. Any peculiarities in the temper or beha-» 
viour ought to be properly reprefented in thé tendereft: 
andinthe moft friendly manner, and if the reprefen=. 
tation of them is made’difcreetly, 1t will generally bey 


7 


well taken; but if they are fo habitual as not eafily tos = 
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be altered, ftrike not too cften upon the unharmonious:, 
ftring: rather let them pafs as unobferved; fuch a 
chearful compliance will better cement your union; — 
and they may be made eafy to yourfelf, by reflecting 
on the fuperior good qualities by which thefe trifling. 
faults are fo greatly overbalanced.—You mutt reme m- 
ber, my dear, thefe rules are laid down, on the fup-. 
polition of your being united toa verfon who poffefles 
the three effential qualifications for happinefs before- 
mentioned. In this cafe, nofarther dive: ion ‘s recef- 
fary, but thatyou, ftridtly performthe duty of a wifey, 
namely to love, to honour, andobey. The two firft 
articles are a tribute foindifpenfibly dueto merit, that. 
they muft be paid by inclination; and they naturally 
Tead to the performance of the latt, which will not on- 
ly be aneafy but a pleafing tatk, fince nothing cen, 
ever beenjoined by fuch a perfon that is initfelf im-. 
proper, and few things. will, that can with any rea-. 
fon be difagreeable to you.. 

_ Here fhould this fubject end, were it not more than. 
poflible for you, after all that has been urged, to be: 
fed by fome inferior motive, tothe negleét of the pri- 
mary caution; and.that, either from an opinion too 
haftily entertained, froman unaccountable partiality, 
er from the powerful prevalence of perfuafion, you 
May be unfortunately induced to give your hand toa 
man whofe bad heart and morefe temper, concealed. 
by a_well practifed diffimulation, may render every, 
flattering hope of happinefs abortive.—May. heaven,. 
in mercy, guard you from this fatal error! Such a. 
eompanion is the worft of all temporal ills; adeadly . 
potion that embitters every focial {cene of life, damps. 
every rilfing joy,.and banifhes. that chearfal temper 
which alone can give a truce relifa tothe bleflings of . 
mortality.- Moft fincerely do I pray that this may ne- 
wer be your lot! and Lhope your prudent circumfpedti- | 
on will be fufficient te guard you. from the danger, 
But the bare pofiibility of the event makes it not unne- 
eeflary to lay down a few rules for the maintaining | 
fome degree of eafe, under fuch a deprivation of hap-. 
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pinefs. This is by far the moft difficult part of my 
prefent undertakings it is hard to advife here, and 


ftill harder to praétife the advice; the fubjeét alfo is’ 
too extenfive to be minutely treated within the com- * 


pats of a letter, which muft confine me to the moft 
material points only; inthefe I fhall give you the beft 
directions in my power, very ardently ‘wifhing, that 
you may never have occafion to make ule of them. 


The being uaited toa man of irreligious principles 


makes it impoflible to difcharge a great part of the pro- 


per duty of a wife. Toname but one inftance, obe-— 


dience will be rendered impracticable by frequent in- 
junctions inconfiftent with and contrary to the higher 
obligations of morality. Thisis not {uppofition, but 
is founded upon fadis, which I have too often feen and 
canatteft. Where this happens, the reafons for none- 
compliance ought to be offered in a plain, ftrong, 
good-natured manner; there is, at leaft, the chance 


of fuccefs from being heard: but fhouid thofe reafons - 


be rejected, or the hearing of them be refufed, and 


filence on the fubje<t enjoined—-which is moft proba- 
ble, few people caring to hear what they know to be — 
right, when determined not to appear convinced by 


it—obey the injunction, and urge not the argument 
farther: keep, however, fteady to your principles, 


aud fuffer neither perfualion nor threats to prevail on - 


you to act contrary to them. All commands repug- 
nant to the laws of chriftianity, itis your indifpenta- 
ble duty to difobey 3 all requefts that are inconfiftent 
with prudence, or incompatible with the rank and 
character which you ought to maintain in life, it ‘is 
your intereft torefufe. A compliance with the former 
would be criminal; aconfent tothe latter highly indif- 
creet; and it might thereby fubject you to general cen- 
fure: for aman capable of requiring from his wife 


what he knows to be in itfelf wrong, is equally capa-_ 
ble of throwing the whole blame of fuch mifconduét | 
onher, and of afterwards upbraiding her for a béha-— 


viour, to which he will, upon the fame principle, dift 


own that he has been acceflary. Many fimilar inftany _ 


he ¥. 1 j 
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_ces have come within the compafs of my own obferva-., 


2 


tion, Inthings of a lefs material nature, that are nei- 


"ther criminal inthemfelves nor pernicious in their con- 


fequences, always acquiefce, if infiited on, however. 
difagr eeable they may be to your own temper and incli- 


“nation. Sucha compliance will evidently prove that 


your refufal in the other cafes, Puorcods not- froma 


| {pirit of contradiction, but merely from a juft regard 
to that fuperior duty, which can never be infringed 


with impunity. Paflion may refent, but reafon: mutt 
approve thisconduct; and therefore it is the moft like- 
ly method, in time, to make a favourable i impre{lion. 


: But, if youfhoul!d fail of fuch fuccefs, you will at leat . 
enjoy that fatisfa@ory felf approbation, which is an 


infeparable attendant of a truly religious and rational 


' deportment. 


-Should the painfal tafe: of ie with a morofe, 


tyrannical temper be affioned you, there ts little more 
; p 5 


“to be recommended, than a paticnt fubmiffion to an 


' evil which admits not, of a remedy. ° I\l-nature is. in- 


~creafed, obfti inacy confirmed, by oppofition: the lefs 


e fuch a temper. is Hebd io bae the more fupportable 


will it be to ‘thofe who are Rey its baneful influence. 


_ When all endeavours to pleafe are inefieétual, and 


-whena man feems determined to tind fault with every 


thing, as it his chief pleafure confifted in tormenting: 


thofe about him, it requires a.more than common dex 


eree of patience and refolution to forbear uttering re- 
proaches, which, fuch.a behaviour may be juftly allow- 

ed to deferve: yet it is abfolutely neceflary to the 
maintaining any tolerable degree of eafe, not only to 
reftrain all “ex preffion of refentment, but to with hold 
even thofe difdainful looks which are apt to accompa- 
ny a contemptuous filence: and they both equally tend 
only to increafe the malady, This infernal delight in 


' giving pain is moft unwearied in the fearch of matter 


a for its gratification, and.can either find, or unacconnt- 


ably can form it, inalmoftall the occurrences a : 


but, when faffered nob its ucted and unr egarded, 


‘run its malicious courte, it will quickly vent its Snted 
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arrows, and will die of difappointment ; while all en= 
deavours te appeaie, all complaints of unkindaefs, 
will but fharpen againft yourfelf the weapon’s edge, 
and, by proving your fenfibility of the wound, will” 
give the wifhed for fatisfaétion to him who infliéts it. 
Prudence, in thts cafe, direéts more than ordinary cir- 
cumfpection, that every part of your behaviour may 
be as blamelefs as poflible, even to the abftaining from 
the leaft appearance of evil; and after you have, to 
the utmoft of your power, {trove to merit approbation, 
expect not to meet with it: by thefe means you will 
efcape the mortification of being difappointed, which, 
often repeated, is apt togivea gloomy fournefs to the 
temper, incompatible with any degree of contentment. 
you muft, fo fituated, learn to be fatistied with the 
con{ciouinels of agting right, according to’ your beft 
abilities, andif poflible, you fhould look with an un- 
concerned indiiterence on the reception of every un-' 
fuccefsful attempt to pleafe. 

This, it muft be owned, is a hard leffon of philofo- 
phy: it requires no lefs than an abfolute command o 2 
ver the paflions ; but let itbe remembered, that fuch 
a command will itfelf moft amply recompenfe every 
difficulty: it will compenfate every pain, which it 
may coft you to obtain it: befides, itis, I believe, the 
only way to poffefs any ‘tranquility of mind, under fo 
difagreeable a connexion. ; 

As the want of underftanding is by no art to be con- 
cealed, by no addrefs to be difguifed, it might be fup- 
pofed impoflible for a woman of fenfe to uaite her- 
felfto a perfon whofe defe&, in this inftance muft, 
render that fort of rational fociety which conftitutes 
the chiefhappinefs of fuch an union, impoffible; yet, 
here, how often has the weaknefs of female judgment — 
been con{picuous! The advantages of great fuperio- | 
rity in rankor fortune have frequently proved fo ir- 
refiftable a temptation, as, in opinion, to outweigh 
not only the folly but even the vices of its pofleffor: a 
grand miftake, ever tacitly acknowledged by a fubfe- — 
quent repentance, when the expected pleafures of” 
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affluence, equipage, and all the glittering’ pomp 
of ufelefs-pageaatry have been experimentally 
found infufficient to make amends for the wantof that 
conftant fatisfaction, which refults from the focial joy 
ofconverling with a reafonable friend! But however 
weak this motive mutt be acknowledged, it is more ex- 


eufable than another, which, I tear, has fometimes had 


an equal influence onthe mind; I mean fo great a love 
of iway, asto induce her to give the preference toa 
perfon of weak intellectuals, in hopes thereby of hold- 
ing, uncontrouled, the reins of government. The ex- 
pectation is, in tact, ill-grounded obftinacy: ‘and pride 
being generally the companion of folly, the fillieft peo- 
pie are ufually the moft tenacious of their opinions, and 
confequently, the hardeft of all others to be managed : 
but admit the contrary, the principle is in itfelf bad s it 
tends to invert the order of nature, and to countera¢ét 
the defiga of Providence. . 

A woman can neyer be feen in a more ridiculous 
light, than when fhe appears to govern her hufband. 
Is, unfortunately, the {uperiority of underftanding is 
on her fide, the appareat con{cioufnefs of that {uperi- 
ority betrays a weaknefs, that renders her contempti- 
ble in the fight of every confiderate perfon, and it may, 


very probably, Hx-in his mind, a diflike never to be. 


eradicated, in fucha cafe, it would ever be your 
Own, remember that fome degree of diflimulation is 
commendable, fo far as to let your hutband’s defect 
appear unobferved. When he judges wrone, never 
flatly contradi¢t, but lead him infenfibly into another 
opinion, in io difcreet a manner that it may feem en- 
tirely his own; and let the whole credit ofevery prudent 
determination reft on him, without indulging the fool- 
ifh vanity of claiming any merit to yourtelf. Thus a 
perfon of but anindiiierent capacity may be fo afifted 
as,in many inftances, to fhine witha borrowed luftre, 
{carcely diftineuifhable from the native, and, by de- 
“grees, he may be brought into a kind of mechanical 
method of acting properly, in all the common occur- 
-Fauces of life, Odd as this pofition may feem, it is 
a 
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founded in faét; and Ihave feen the method fuceefs- 
fully practifed by more than one perfon, where a weak 
mind, on the governed fide, has been fo prudently fet 
off as to appear thé fole direftor; like the flatue of the 
Delphic god, which was thought to give forthits own 
oracles, while the humble prieft, who lent his voice, 


_-avas by the fhrine concealed, cor fought a higher glory 
than a fuppofed obedience to the power he would be- 


thought ‘to ferve. 
From hence it maybe inferred, that bv aperfeét pro- 
: : May pe i AND ae se 
priecty of behaviour, cate and contentment; at leaft, 


“are attainable witha companion who has not the moft 


exalted underftanding : but then, virtue and goed na- 
ture are prefuppofed, or there will be ‘nothing to 
work upon. cette s 

A vicious, ill-natured fool, being fo untra@able and 
tormenting an aflociate, there needs cnly to add jea- 
loufly to the compofition, to make the curfe complete. 


' This paffion, once futlered to get footing in the heart, 
-is hardly ever to be extirpated; it is a conftant fource 


of torment to the’ breaft that givesit reception, andan 
inexhaufiible fund of vexation tothe object of it. With 
a pericn of this unfortunate difpofition, it is impofiible 
to ufe the leaft appearance of ecncealment. A whil- 


pet in a.mixed company, a meflage given in a low 


voice toa fervant, have, by the power of-a difturbed 

imagination, been magnified into a material injury. 

Whatever has the air of feerecy,raifesterror in a mind 
‘ . re et .. 

natural’y diftruftful. A perfeét unreferved opennefs, 

both in converfation and behaviour, ftarves the anxi-, 


ous expectation of difcovery, and may very probably 


. ‘ a by 1 f M q 
lead into an habitual confidence, the only antitode’ 
again{t the poifon of fefpicion. It is eafier to prevent 
than remove a received ill impreffion; and, confe- 


quently, it is much wifer to be fometimes deficient in 
little points of civility, which, however indifferent in 


themfelves, may happen unaccountably to clafh with 


the eafe of a perfon, whofe repofe it is both your duty) 


and intereft to promote. It is Vmore commenda- 


ble, contentediy to incur the cenfure of a trifling dif. 


> 
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pofition, a acircum#antial, unafked relation of infig- 
nificant dacideuts than to give any room for apprehend- 
ing the leaft degree of geferve. Such a conftant me- 

thod of ae 4) together with a reafonabie com- 
-pliance, is the moft t likely to cure this painful turn of 
mind; for, by withholding every fupport that could 
“give fupport to it, the want of matter to feed on, may 
in,time caufe its extinction. . If, unhappily, it-is fo 
unconftitutional, foi ate with the foul, asto be- 
come, in a manner, infeperably united with it, nothing ‘ 
remains but tomes mit patiently te the will of } peeley 
-under the prefiure of an unalterable evils to guard 
carefully againft the natural confequence of repeated 


undeferved fufpicions, namely, a growing indiierence, 
_ which too eraeey terminates in an avertion 3 5 and, 
by confidering “fach a fituation as a trial of obedience 


and refignation, ‘ae receive the comfort that ae m 
arife from property exercifing one of the moft exalted’ 
of the Chelan irtues. I cannot difmifs this fubject. 
without adding a particular caution to yourself con- 
cerning it. a: > oe pita 
Jealouly i is, on feveral accat unts, rail more inexcufa- 
ble ina woman. There is net any thing thatfomuch > 
expofes her to ridicule, or fo much fulbjects her to the 
iniult of affrontive addrefles: it is an inlet to almoft’ 
every poflible evil, the fatal fource of innumerable in- 
sees tae the fate deftruction of her own peace, and 
is frequently the banc ofther hafband’s affection. Give 
not a ine ig harbour to its fhadow in yourhearts” 
fly from it, as from the face of a fiend, that would ved 4 
your unsvary iteps into a gulf of unalterable mifery | 
‘When once embarked in the matrimonal voyage, a 
fewer faults you difcover in your partner, the better. 
Never fearch after what ie will give you no pleafure to 
find: never defire to hear what yon willnotilike to be 
told: therefore avoid that tribe of impertinents, who, €i- | 
ther from: @ malicious love of difcord, or frem the mean- 
er, though leis criminal motive of ingratiatin 2g the ‘m- 
eos aa blameable curloity df Fothersy 
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fow diffention wherever they gain admittance 3; and 


by telling unwelcome truths, or, more frequently, by 
infinuating invented falfehoods, injure innocent peoples 
difturb domeftic union, anddeftroy the peace of fami- 
lies. Treat thefe emiflarics of Satan with the con- 
tempt they deferve 3 hear not what they cffer to com- 
municate, but give them at once to underftand, that 
you can never look on thofe as your friends, who 
fpekk in a difadvantageous manner of that perfon 
Whoth you would always choofe to fee in the moft fa- 
vourable light. If they are not effefally filenced by 
fachaebukes, be inacceffible to their vifits, and break 
of alf acquaintanee with fuch incorrigible petits of fo- 
ciety, who willbe ever upon the watch to feizean un- 
guarded opportunity of difturbing your répofes it: jal 
Should the companion of your life be guilty of fome 
fecretindifcretions, run not the hazard of being told 
by thefe malicious meddlers, what in fact, itis better 
for you never to know: but if fome unavoidable acci- 
_ dent betraysan imprudent correfpondence, take it for 
a mark of efteem, that hé endeavours to conceal from 
you what he knows you muft, upon a principle of rea- 
fon andreligion, difapprove: and do not, by difcover- 
ing your acquaintance with it, take off the reftraint 
which your fuppofed ignorance lays him under, and 
thereby, perhaps, give a latitude to undifguifed irre- 
gularities. Be affured whatever accidental fallies the 
_ gaiety of inconfiderate youth may lead him into, you 
can never be indifferent tohim, whilft he is careful to 
preferve your peace, by concealing what he imagines 
nught be an infringement of it. Reft then fatisfied, 
that time and reafon will moft certainly get the better 
of all faults which precgaa not from abad heart; and 
that, by maintaining the firifplace in hisefteem, your 
happinefs will be built on too firma a foundation to be 
vafily fhaken. | Pa aE 
{ have been thus particular inthe choice of ahufband, 
andon the material parts of ‘conduct in a married life, 
becanfe thereon depends not only the temporal, but 
often the eternal felicity of thofe who enter into that 
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{tate ; aconftant fcene of difagreement, of all-nature. 
and quarrels, neceflarily unfitting the mind for every 
religious and focial duty, by keeping itin a difpofition 
‘directly oppofite to that chriftian piety, to that pracu- 
cal benevolence and rational compofure, which alone 
can prepare it for everlafting happinefs. — 
‘. Inftru€tions on this head, confidering your tender 
age, may feem premature, and fhould have been de- 
ferred, till occafion called for them, had our fituation 
allowed me frequeat opportunities of communicating 
my fentimentalllyox ; butthat not being the cafe, t 
choofe, in this epiftle, at once to ofier you my beit ad- 
vice in every circumitance of great moment t@ you 
well being, both here and hereaiter, left ata more pro- 
per feafon it may not happen to be ininy power, You 
may defer the particular confideration of this part tH 
the defign of entering into a new fcene of life “may . 
make it ufeful to you; which I hope, will not be for 
fome years; an unhappy marriage being more gencral- 
ly the confequence of a too early engagement, before 
reafon has gained fuflicient ftrength to form a folid 
judgment, on which only a proper choice can be de- 
termined. Great isthe hazard of a miitake, and irre-: 
trievable the effects of it! Many are the degrees be- 
tween happinefs and mifery! Abfolute mifery, Iwill 
venture to affirm, isto be avoided by a proper behavi- 
our, eves under ali the complicated ills of human life; 
but to arrive at that proper behaviour, requires the 
higheft degree of chriftian philofophy. And who 
would voluatarily putethemfelves upon a flate of trial 
fo fevere, in which not one of a thoufand has been 
found able to come off vicioricus? Between this and 
pofitive happinefs there are innumerable fteps of com- 
‘ parative evil; each has its feparate confli@, varioufly 
difficult, differently painful, under all which a patient 
fabmiffion and a con{cious propriety of behaviour is 





\ fix ona more eligible point of view, by aiming at true 
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Lappinefs; ; and, take my word, that can never be found” 
in a matricd ftates without the three effential qualifi-’ 


cations already mentioned, virtue, good-nature, and ® 


Lis 


good-fenfe, ima hufband. Remember, therefore, my 
dear girl, this repeated caution, H you ever refolveon 
qnarr lage, never to give your handto a man whew ants 
either of EAD whatever other advantages he may 
-poifeifed of; fo fhall you not only efcaye a “all thofe va 
ations which ti honfands of unthinking: mortals hourly 
repent of having brought upon themfelves; but moft 
affuredly, if it is not your own fault, “you “will enjoy 
that uninterrupted domeltic harmony, in the aflection-- 
ate fociety of a virtuous companion, which conftitutes 
he hi¢ heft fatisfaction of human Kfe. Suchan union, 
Fiuatad on. reafon and religion, cemented by mutual 
_efteem and tendernefs, is a kind*of faint emblem, if 
ae 1é com parifon may be allowed, of the promifed re- 


ard of virtue in a future Tae and moft certainly, | 


ie is an excellent preparative for it, by preferving a. 
perfe@t equanimity, by keeping a conftanr compofure 
ef mind, which naturally lead to the proper difcharge 
of all she religious and focial duties of life, the uner- | 
ring road to everlafting peace. The firft have been 
already fpeken to: itremains only, to mention fome 
few of the latter. 

Among thefe,, Economy may, perhaps, he 
thought im properly placed; yet many of the duties 
we owe to focicty being rendered impracticable by the. 
“want of it, there is not fo amie impropriety in rank- 
ing it under this head, as may*at firit be ima igined.. 
For inflaace, aman is Ties at an expenfe beyond 
what his income will fapport, lays himfelf under a 
yecgflity of being unjuft, by with-holding from his 
‘creditors what they have aright to demand from him 
as their due, peiapetins: to. all laws both human and. 

divine: and thereby he often entails ruin on an inno- 
cent family, who, but for the lofs fuftained by his ex-.- 
travegance, might have comfortably fubtitted on the*. 
profits of thei rinduftry. He likewite puts it out of* 
his own power 'to give that relief to the indigent, 
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which, by the laws of hunianity, they have a right 
to expect: the goods of fortune being given, as a 
" great divine excellently obferves, for the ule and fup- 
port of others, as well as for the perfon on whem they 
are beftowed. | Thefe are furely great breaches of that 
duty we owe to our fellow creatures, and are effects 
very frequently and naturally produced by the want of 


nomy. | 
on will find ita very good method, fo to regulate 
your ftated expenfes as to bring them always one fourth 
part within yeur certain annual incomes by thefe 
means you willavoid being at any time diftreffed by 
untorefeen accidents, and you will have it more eafily 
in your power materially to relieve thofe who deferve 
afifiance, But the giving triffling fums, indiicrimi- \ 
nately, to fuchas appear necefiitons, is far from be- 
ing commendable; it isan injury to fociety ; it isan 
encouragement to idlenefs, ard helps to fillthe flreets 
with lazy beggars, who live upon mifapplied bounty, 
to the prejudice of the induftrious poor. Thete are 
ufeful members of the commonwealth; and oa them 
fuch benefactionas might be ferviceably beftowed. Ee 
{paring, therefore, inthis kind of indiferiminate dona- 
tions; they are too confiantly an infignificant relief to 
the receivers, fuppefing them really in want; and, 
frequently repeated, they amount te a confiderable. 
fum inthe year’s account. The proper objecis ef cha- 
rity are thofe, who by unavoidable misfertunes have 
fallen from affiuent circumfiances into a flate of pover- 
ty and diftrefs; thofe alfo who, by unexpedied difap- 
pointments in trade, are on the point of being reduced 
to an impoffibility of carrying on that bufinefs, on 
which their prefent fubfiffenee and their future pref- 
pects in‘ life depend, from the incapacity of raifing an 


immediate fum to fermount the difficulty ; and thofe 
who, by their utmoft indufiry, can hardly fuppert their 
familtes above the miferies of want; cr who, bya 
er by ilinefs, are rendered incapable ‘cf Ja¥our.. A p- 
propriate @ certain:part of your inceme tothe relief of 
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thefe real diftreffés. To the firft, give as largely ag” 
your circuinftances will allow; to the fecond, after 
t 


1 


he very commendable example of an excellent pres, 


late, lend, if itisin your power, a fafficient fum to 


prevent the threatened ruin, on condition of being re- 
‘paid the loan, without intereft, if Providence enables 
them, by future fucceis, to do it with convenience. 
‘he fame method may be ufed where indigence rendgt 
‘induftry unavailable, by depriving it of the means to: 
Jay in a fmailoriginal Reckto beimproved. Never 
takea note of hand or any acknowledement-of fuch. 
loan, Icft what you intended for a benefit, thould be 
afterwards made the infirument of ruin to the receiv= 
er, by a different difpolition in your fuceeflor. Butfuch 


z . . 
_afiftance ought not to be given to any, without a» 


thorough knowledge of their charaéter, and having 
good reafon to believe them’ not onby induftrious, but 
itrictly honelt, which will be a fufficient obligationjom 
thenr for the repayment: andthe fums fo repaid ought’ 
to be laid by, ’till an opportunity again offers of make: 
ing them in like manner ferviceable to others. The: 
fatter fort, who are able to work, may, by a fmalk 
addition to the profits.of their own labour, be refcued: 
trom miferv, and may ke put into a comfortable way 
‘of fubliftence. Thofe who, by age or by infirmity, 
are rendered utterly incapable of fupporting themfelves,. 


_, have an undoubted right, not only to the neceflaries,’ 


but even to fome of the conveniencies 6f life, {fom all. 
whom Providence has placed in the more happy ftate: 
of affluence and independence. Fett . 

As your fortune and {uation are yet undétermined,: 
ihave purpofely laid dewn fuch rules asmay be adapt~ 


| ed to every ftation. A large fortune. gives greater op- 


ptunity of doing good, and. of communicating happi- 
18 Ina more extenfive degree ;. but a {mall one.is no. 
_escuie for with-holding a.proportionate relief from real 
and deferving objeéts of eompaffion,. To-affift them, 
isan indifpenfible duty of chriftianity.. The. firft and: — 
gteatcommandment is, tolove Gon with all your heart 5° 






‘ the fecond, to love your neighbour as yourfelf.: MWhafe- 
- > St 
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| feeth his brother inneed, and fiutteth up: kis Bowel of com= 

paffion, how dwelleth the love of God in him ? or how the 
love of his "see ie al > If deficient in thefe primary da- 
ties, vain are the hepes of acceptance, bnilt on a par- 

_ tial obedience to the leffer branches of the law ! Inabi-- 
_ lity is often pleaded as an excufe for the want of chari- 
ty, by perfons who make no fcruple of daily lavifhing 
omtheir pleafures, what, if better ‘epplied, m ight have , 

rade an indigent family happy threugh life. Thetfe 
perious lofe fight of real felicity, by ae ‘raifiaken pur- 
fuit’ of its fhadow : the pleafures, which eagrois their 

“attention, dic in the enjoyment, are often fueceeded: 
by remorfe, and always by fatiety whereas the true 
Joy, the {weet complacency refulting trom benevolent: 

_ ations, increafes by reflection, and muftbeimmertal’ 
asthe foul. Soexadtly, fo kindly is our duty made to: 
coincide with our prefent as well as future intereft, that 
_incomparably more farisfa Mion willaccrue toa confidet 
 rate- mind from ae ee itfelf even fame of the agresa 

bles of life, in-order the more effectually to relieve ihe 
unfortunate, than could arife from a fulli indulgence of | 
every temporal gratification. 
fciewae fmall your income may be, remember that.” , 

ee part of it is due to:merit in diftrefs. Set by an annual: a 
fam for this purpela,; even though it theuld oblige yous 
toabate fome neceflary expenfe “to.raife the fand : by- 

“this method, perfows of flender fortune have been ena-+ 
' bled to do much goed, and:to pave happine!s to many, 
Tf your ftock will not admit of treque at draughts ass) 
it, be the more. circumfpedt with regard to the merit of 
thole you relieve; that bownties; mot in your posver to. 
repeatoften, may not be mifapplied.. But if Pre Tyee! 
by a a more ample fortune, fhould blefs you witha larger") 
ability of being ferviceable to. your fellow-creatur eS, 
prove yourfelf worthy ofthe tr ult repofed in-you, by 
making a proper.ute cf it.. Wide as your influence can: 
extend, turn:the cry. of diftrefs and danger into the 
fong of joy and. fafety; feed the hungry, Alathe the- 

i naked, comfort:the aftisted give medicineto the fick,, 

‘2 eae with either,  beftosy all. the alleviation their un-- 
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fortunate circumftances can admit of. Thus may you 
truly make a friend ofthe unrighteous mammon. Thus 
he may tura the perifhable goodsof fortune into ever- 

Jafting bleflings. Upon earth you will partake that 
happineis you impart to others; and you willlay up 
for yourfelf treafures in heaven, where neither moth nor: 
vufl cancorrupt, and where thieves do not break thr ough» nor. 
Bin : es 

A perfon who has once experienced the advantages 

of a right action, will be led by the motive of prefeat 
felt-intereft, aswellas by future expectation to the 
continuance ef it. There is no ipjpachigh of chrifuianity 
that a fincere chriftian, by obedience, will not tind fo 
calculated, as to be directly, in fome meature, itsown 
teward. 

The forgivenefs of injuries, to which is annexed the 
promife of warden for our own offences, (and which is 
required by the gofpel, not only fo far as to forbear all 
kinds of retaliation, but alfo to render us equally dil- 
pofed to ferve w ith our utmo{t power thofe perfons 
who have wilfully injured us, as if no fuch i injury had 
been receivedfrom them) hasby fome been accounted. 

a hard preeept; yet the difficulty of it arifes merely 
ee and is proportionable to, the bedne({s of the heart. 
by whichitisfo efteemed. A good difpofition finds a 
fuperlative pleafure in returning g good for evil 3 and by 
an inexpreflible farisfaCtion of mind in fo doing, feels the 
prefent reward of obedience 3 w hereas a {pirit of Te-. 
venge is incompatible with happineis, an implacable 
tem per being a conflant torment to its poileflor ; and; 
the man who returns an injury, feels more*real mifery: 
fromthe rancour of his own heart, than it is in his pow-. 
“er to infli€t upon another. 

, Should a friend wound you in the moft tender party. 
by betraying-a confidence repofed, prudence forbids the- 
expoling yourfelf to a fecond deception by placing any 
future traf in fuch a pe erfon. But though here ail-ob- 
ligations of i intimacy ceafe, thofe of benevolence’ and. 
humanity remain ftillin full bor ce, and areequally: bind 
Dy, and. call for every. act of forvice and Astitaae 
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” 


ven to the fuffering a leffer evil yourfelf, in order to fe- 
cure a much reater g ood to the pericn by whom you 
have been thus “Hate td, This is in gencral allowed to 
be the duty of every, individual to ail, as a member. of 
fociety ; but itis parti paged inftaneced in the prefenr 
cafe, to fhow, that not even a breach of SCHOIND the 
highett | of allprovocations, willcancel the duty, at all. 
riines equally and unalterably bindi ng—the duty of pro- 
Moting both the temporal aud eternal happinefs of all 
your fellow-creatures by every method i 2 yo ur power. 
ft has been by Many thought impertinent at any 
time to offer unatked Lap eae the reafon of which may 
be chiefly owing to its: bei ing too frequently te 
with a firpereiiions ai air, that implies a conc ceited conici- 
joulnefs of fuperior wifdom ; it is the manner, therefore, 
more than the thi ng itfelf, which gives difoutt, 
> Afthofe, with whom you have any degree of intima- 


ey, a re guilty of what to you appears either wrong or 


Indifcreet, {peak your opinion to them with freedom, 
though you thou! d even lofe a nominal friend by fo do- 
ing. ilence makes you, in fome meafure, an acceffa- 
Ty to the fault: but having thus once beet ee your 

duty, reft there: they are to judge for themfelves: to 
Tepeat fuch admonitions is both ufelefs and impertinent 
and they will then be thought to proceed rather fre 
pride than from good nature. To the perfons” 





cerned oaly are you to {peak your difapprobation o! ha 
their conduét: when they are cenfured by others, oc 


fay all'that truth or probability will permit in their 
jaftification, 

It often happens, that upon an accidental quarrcl 
between friends, they feparately appeal to a third per- 
fon. In fuch cale, alternately take the oppofite fide, 


alledging every argument in favour of the abfent par oh : 


and placing the Ree ked of the complainer ‘ th 
ftronget light. This method may probably at firft dif: 


Ppleate, but is always right, as it isthe moft likely to 


rocure a reconc! gS ER Ifthat takes place, each, e- 


ually obliged, will thankfully approve your conduct : 
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a you will have the fatisfaction of, at leaft, en- 
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deavouring to have been the reftorer of peace. Acon- 
trary behaviour, which generally proceeds from the 
mean defire of pleafing by flattery, at the expenfe of 
truth, often widens a trifling breach into open and ir- 
reconcileable enmity. People of thisdifpofition are the 
wort fort of incendiaries, the greateft plague of human 
fociety, becaufe the moft difficult to be guarded againtt, 
from their always wearing the fpecies of difguife of 
pretended apzrobation and friendfhip to the prefent, 
and equally deceitful refentmentagainft the abfent per- 
fon or compzay. 

‘To enumerate all the focial duties would lead me 
too far; fuffice it therefore, my dear, in a few words 
tofum up what remains. 

Let truthever dwell upon your tongue. 

Scorn to Hatter any, and difpife the perfon who 
would practice fo bafe an art upon yourfelf. 

Be honeftly open in every part of your behaviour and 
conver{ation. | 

All, with whom youhave any intercourfe, even 
down to the meaneft flation, have a right to civility 
and good-humour from you. .A fuperiority of rank’ or 
fortune is no licenfe fora proud, fupercilious behaviour : 
the difadvantages of a dependent ftate are alone fufiici- 

ent to labour under ; ’tis both unjuft and cruel to in- 

_ creafe them, either by a haughty depcrtment, or by the 

_ - wbwarrantable exercife of a capricious temper, 

_ Examine evety part of your condu& towards others 

- by the unerring rule of fuppofing a change of places, 
This will certainly lead to an impartial judgement. Do 
then what appears to. you right, or, in other words, 
what you would they fhould do unto yeu: which compre- 
hends every duty relative to fociety. | 

Aim at perfeétion, or you will never reach to an: at= 
tainable height of virtue. a ORS, i ie PRR 

Be religious without hypecrify, pious without en- 
thufiafm. . een, 

Endeavour to merit the favour of God by a fincere 
and uniform obedience to whatever you know, ort 
lieve, to be his will: and fhouldafllictive evils beq 
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mitted to cloud the fumfhine of your brighteit days, re- 
ceive them with fubm#ffion, fatisiied that a Being equal- 
ly wife, omnifcient, and beneficient, at once iees and 


intends the good of his whole creation; andthat every 


general or particular difpenfation of his providence, to- 
wardsthe rational partof it, is fo calculated as to be 
roductive of ultimate happineis, which nothing but the 
mifbehaviour of individuals can prevent to themfelves. 
This truth isfurely an unanlwerable argument for 
abfolute reflignation to the will of God} and iuch a 
efignation, founded upon reafon and choice, net em- 
forced by neceflity, is unalterable peace of mind, fixed 
en too firm a bafis to be fhaken by adverfity. Pain, 
poverty, ingratitude, calumny, and even the lofs of 
thofe we hold moft dear, may each tranliently attect, 
but, united, cannot mortally wound it. Upon this prin- 
ciple, you will find it poflible not only to be content, but’ 
cheerful, under all the difagreeable circumftances this 
{tate of probation is liable to; and by making a proper 
ufe of them, you may effectually remove the garb of 
terror from the la{ft of alltemporal evils.. Learn then, 
with grateful pleafure to mcet approaching death as 
the kind remover of every painfullenfation, the friend- 
ly guide to perfet and to everlafting happinels. 
Believe me, thisisnot meretheory. My own expes 
rience every moment proves the fact undeniably true, 
My conduct, in all thofe relations which {till fubfitt 
with me, as nearly as human imperfection will al- 
low, is governed by the rules here laid down for 
you; and it produces the conftant rational compofure 
which conftitutesthe moft perfect felicity of human 
life : for with truth, I can aver, that I daily.feel in- 
comparably more real fatisfaétion, more true content- 
ment in my prefent retirement, than the gayeft fcenes 
of feftive mirthever afforded me. I am pleated with 
this life, without an anxiousthought for the continuance 
of it; andam happy in the hope of hereafter exchang- 
ing iv fora lifeinfinitely better. My foul, unftained by 
the crimes unjuftly imputed to me, moft iincerely for- 
ives the malicious authors of thefe imputations : it an- 
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ticipates the future pleafure. of an open acquital, and, in 
that expeftation, lofes the pain of prefent and unde- 
ferved cenfure. By thisis meaatthe inftance that was 
made the fuppofed foundation for the laft of innumera- 
ble injuries which Lhave received, through him, from 
whomlam confciows of having deferved the kindeft 
treatment. Other faults, no doubt, I mi ioht: have ma- 
TY scikon him. 1 had very. Feta: Days Foi. feveral years, I 
“cannot, upon n reflection, accufe mylelf of any thing but 
of atoo ablolute, too unreferved obediennams every in- 
- nétion, even where plainly contrary to the diGates of 
my own reafon. How wrong fuch a compliance was, 
has been clearly proved by m any inftances, in which it 
has been fince moft ungeneroufily end moft ungrateful- 
dy urgedasa circumitantial argument againf{ me. 4. 
It mutt, indeed, be owned, that for the two onthree 
lat years, tired with a long feries of repeated infults, 
of anature almoft beyond the power of imagination to 
coneeive, my temper became foured: a contlant, £ ruit- 
Jefs endeavour to oblige was changed intoan abfolute 
indifference about it; and ill humour, occafioned by 
frequent difappointment—a confequence I have expe- 
rimentally warned you againft—was perhaps fome- 
times too much indulged. How far the unequalled 
provocations may be allowed asan-excufe for this, hea- 
ven only muff determine, whofe goodnels has thought 
fit to lente me from the painful fituation 5 though by 
a method, at prefent, not the mofteligible, as itis the 
caufe of a feparation from my Children alfo, and there- 








by has put it out of my power to attend, inthe man- 











ner I could have, withed, to their education; a duty 
that inclination would have led me with equal care and 
pleafure ‘more amply to fulfil, had a ntinued uns 
der my direction. Butas Providence hasthought fig 
otherwife to determine, contentedly 
difpenfation, convinced that al! things are « 
-the beft, and that they will, inthe end x 
‘ther for good to them that. tear God, and w} 
ly endeavour to kéep. his. Copeman Montes 
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Terr, Tamcertainit isowing toa miftake in the judg- 
ment, not toa defect of the will. | 
Thus have I endeavoured, my dear girl, in fome 







meafure, to compenfate both to you and to your fifters 
‘the deprivation of a conftant maternal care, by ad- 
wwifing you according to my beft. ability, in the moft 
material parts of your conduct through life, as parti- 
cularly as the cempafs of .a. letter would me. 
“May thefe few inftruCtions be as ferviceable,to, = 
amy wifhes would makethem: and may:that Ali 
Being, to whom my daily prayers afcend fot 
prefervation, grant youhis heavenly benediction! May 
the keep you trom all moral evil, lead you into the 
‘paths of righteoufnefs and peace, and may hegive us 
all a happy meeting in that future ftate of unalterable 
felicity, which is prepared for ‘thofe who by patient con- 
tinuance in well-doing, feek after glory and tnmeortality ! 
si 
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ORNELIA, daughter of Scipio Africanus, and 
mother of the Gracchi, was not more diftinguifh- 
ed by the Nobility of her rank, than by the luftre of 
thofe virtues which adorned her charaCter—-a moft 
pleafing and amiable trait of which fhines in that lit- 
‘tle incident recorded to her immortal honour, A La- 
dy of lonia coming one day to vifitther, impatiently 
expected to be fhewn the {plendour.and magnificence 
of her toilette, which the fuppofed, from her rank and 
fortune, to be vena. The illuftrious Roman | 
prolonged the converfation till her children were at 
hand, and then introducing them to her yvifitor— 
ss Thefe, fays fhe, are my jewels.’”*. ees d 
The writer of thefe Letters has fo great a veneratis — 
on for the domef ic chara@ter of this Lady, that fhe ; 
thinks fhe cannot do better than give them to the pub- 
tic, under the fignature of Cornelia. And whatever — 
their other defeéts may be, they have this at leatt to 


Se 












eae 
rédesimendéliewi, To the eee fentimsnats of mater- By caes 


nal tendernefs which inflaéaced the Roman Matron, a as 
| to thefe e iftles, and au Paes a foad : 
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LET EER Ee 
“Ay DESIRE of happinefs‘is the firft propenfity of the 
A heart.—-It is born with us, and to attempt its fup- 
preffion were equally fruitlefs and wrong; for the 
Author of Nature has done nothing in vain, and the’ 
“happinefs he has imprinted on the mind fo clear an idea 
of, has fomewhere an-exiltence. — 
Hitherto you have obeyed the impulfe oPnatore in 
the artlefs purfuits of childhood; but the time 1s. at 
hand, when this {weet tranquility will be interrupted 
by the buftle of the world, which will not longer per- 
mit youto repofe in the {imple amufements of drefling. 
dolls, purfaing butterflies, or plucking daifies. Sweet’ 
dear delights of innocence: on which, as you climb 
the rugged héiohts of life, you will look. back with 
fond-regret. i 
But we are not born for ourfelves alone ;,andthere- 
fore lave duties-to perform, obligations to difcharge, 
and difficulties to encounter; in the courfe of which, 
many a fevere check-1s given to this happinefs which 
"we all fo ardently feek 3 yet the defire of it will even 
acquire ftrength by the repulfe; and there was never 
yet a wretcliwwho had-found it diminifhed. by misfor- 
tune. I with the fuccefs of this paffion could be fhewn: 
as demonftrable as its exiftence. 2 
But the truth is, all mankind are running after the 
fame obje@, thoughin fuch oppofite directions, that 
if it were not for their concurrent teftimony, it would. 
be fearce credible that they had each the fame view.. 
Yet it is the fate of moft of them. to fit down, at lait, 
in the very fame difpofition. which Solomon was in. 
when he complained, rather peevifhly it muft be own- 
ed, that all was vanity and vexation of fpirit. Man 
walks indeed in a vain fhadow, and ’tis pitiable to re- 
fle&t that a being of fotranfient a duration fhould yer 
wafte the trifling portion of time allotted: him in vain 
and fruitlefs purfuits, and after all the {chemes.of the 
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fanguine, and the labours of the active, to find the 
defired attainment as far off as ever: 

But this has been the cafe of millions, andlam 
- afraid will {till continue to be fo, at leaft till we are 
unanimous in deciding on that grand point wherein 
this good, of which we have all io high an idea, coa-— 
fifts: an agreement from which, alas, we are at the 
fartheft diftance imaginable. And here, my dearett 
girls, lies the whole of the miftake. The Creator has 
- not been wanting to. provide a happinefs exalted as the 
- mind itfelf can conceive 3’ but man himfelf errs in the 
« purfuitof it; fome placing i ia riches, fome in power, 
{carcely one inan age fuppofing it to be where it real- 
ly isin the practice of virtue. SS 

But while the. humam heart is fet on acquiremerts, 
in which it can find no fatisfaction if attained, the {pan 
of life muft neceflarily be pafiedin reftlefs anxieties and 
melancholy difappointment. It was the aim of phile- 
fophy, to draw juft eftimates of things, and to prevent 
its pupils from being dazzled with the {plendor, of 
wealth and. power; it taught.that the foyereign good 
was to be found im rectitude of wil. It would be a 
- fhame for us to be ata lofs on fueh an important. fub- 
- ject, who have received leffons from a much better 
» matter than ever gave le€tures in the {chools of Athens.. 

Reft affuredthatin the exercife of focial and religi- 
ous duties, the mind will find her folid happinefs. 
Wandering in'reftlefs fearch, like Noah’s dove, ’tis 
here fhe finds at length the welcome olive, the branch 
- whofe verdure blooms for.immortality. Should you, 
doubt the affertion, be prevailed on at leaft to try the: 
experiment, — RP Eh bhha ae tecueey iO 


i ey 


psc 
Your’s, &c.. 
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LEASURE has fomething fo. alluring in the very” 
2 name, that it is not furprizing it finds fo great a 
numbcr of votaries. Onne account would I have you 
infenfible to its attractions, but-rather lead youto its: 
flowery paths, and conduct you tethe moft refined de=: 
lights. Thefe however you-can never obtain, except 
you are guided in the choice by tafte and judgment? 
A taftein pleafure is neceffary for the felection of fach: 
as are cbove the enquiries of the vulpar, fuitable to ’ 
delicate and refined minds, and corref{pondent to the 
nobleft fentiments; of courfe dependant more om in- 
tellectual, than.on corporeal faculties. Tafte never 
fails to reject whatever is grofs and fenfual; yet-even: 
ameng the more refined pleafures, a found judgment. 
is wanted, to diferiminate the folid and rational, from: 
the frivolous and faftidious. The elegant hand of fa- 
fhionable diffipation has often given a polifh to what,. 
in its ownnature, can never deferve. the name of pleas 
fure. - 2 hele ' . 
- Under this head muft be comprehended the various: 
fpecies of fafhionable amufements, which are injuri-. 
ous either to health or fortune. One would: fearcely 
fuppofe fuch purfuits as thefe fhould. ever-be. dignified 
with the name of pleafure. Yet when numbers are. 
daily feen hazarding, not only extravagant fums, but 
peace of mindalfo, atthe gaming-table—When the 
order of nature is inverted, and the refrefhments of 
repofe are bartered for midni ght routs, we muft con- 
elude that fuch valuable facrificéS are not made but with 
the expectation of fome fupreme pleafure to reward 
them: how feldom fuch rewards are found, can beft 
be determined by the teftimony of the diffipated and. 
gay, whoafter they have wafted the moft valuable: 
bleffings of life, as time, health,. fyi, &c. will 
enerally confefs that they have never found the fatis- 
actions they fought after, — “ah 
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. Tobe able todiveft realenjoyment from the falfe: 
gioffes the world has put upon it, is a piece of wifdom: 
becoming a philofopher ; but it isa piece of wifdom, . 
you my dear girls, muftalfo acquire, if you expeét to: 
be happy. Fafhion lias arrogated: to itfelf the prero-- 
gative of fixing the criterion.of pleafure ; but fathi-- 
on-is often a dangerous direfor, andis at beft-an im-- 
periect one; for who has a power of effectually. biaf-- 
fing the natural. difpofition of another: if therefore 
what is called amufement be not agreeable to the real. 
turn of the mind, it-ceafes to be viewed-in that light, 
and can only be-eonfidered as an. irk{ome. conformity. 
‘to. the taftes of others. . pa Oa S 
Yet, abject as fuch a fabmiflion undoubtedly is, there- 
are thoufands.who voluntarily yield toit who are con-- 
tent to live, move, and act, not as they like themfelvess. 
“but as the polite world thinks fit to diéiate.. I.am-no- 
advocate for affected eeu amty in things merely indif-- 
ferent; but when the idol fafhion breaks in upon the 
-rules of virtue (as-it teo often does) orthe true enjoy-- 
ment of life, this is fo-meama flavery that a.rational: 
being:might be expected to.defpifeit, 
» When therefore reafon and religion Have given the. 
clue to-your pleafures, refolve always to have: them: 
-of yourown chufing, and not: of other people’s:° The: 
fanctien of numbers is the caufe that draws youth from- 
virtue and happinefs +: reafon, whem aided by a pro-. 
per education, would, ifleft to herfelf, point out the- 
way to-both. aia Pee os 





There are pleafures,. my dear girls,. tobe met with: 
in this journey of life, pure and fublime ones too, if 
we-look for them'through the medium of unvitiated: 
tafte. Did you ever difcharge a focial duty, but upon: 
looking intoyour heart, you there perceived a glow of 
fatisfaction? But if you aim.at more exalted, more: 
rapturous fenfations, give full {cope to: the impulfes 
of benevolence : try what it is to hea! the broken- 
hearted 5 diffufe jov through the manfious of forrow,- 
andrefcne merit from the preffure of indigence and® 
misfortune,—Thefe employments are capable of yield- 

\ i ‘ 


ahi 
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ing pleaftites fuitable to the ‘moft exalted ‘capacities; 


‘boundlefs as the moft. fanguine imagination can paiht 
them.’ ba i camper ks rata aoe eats 


Butif fo-vaft a multitude has erred in the purfuitof 





: Hal ctebechaeH oe not an inconfiderable num- 


Ber, of'a very opp _tempe 


: jer, ‘afe at equally as 
great a diftance from it: theleé re the morofée and cy-_ 


“nical, who will not condefcend to the fober fatisfacti- 
“ons that are tobe found in a domeftic eircle, where: 


the focial affeCtions are.cultivated 2 if the gay and vo- 
-latile miftake the nature of pleafure,thefe fee to: | 


“mature 


| queftion its very exiftence, and pafs through life with- — 






out ftooping to pick up one of the fair:bloffoms whith — 
We Teatteved in the way. NEE 2 ie é 
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“1! Ever be your hearts open to the faveet enfotions: ‘of 


-and thorns.) 
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and you sill not have’ caufe: to complain 
of human life affords nothing but briars: 


focial love, 
that the pat 


4 4 : 


Nor is it from the relative duties alone’ we ean de~ 


ein Bh 


’ charming rural {cenes which are {o often, over-looked 


for the far lefs nobler pe of art. | 


' Efteem me ‘ever the mo -affeStionate of you 
; che atk Reet 7 a ‘: ui 
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aero Tas is parler 
4 VERY one knows that human life is expofed. to- 
_4 various miferies; but every one does not know, 
at leaft does not confider, thatthe far greater part of 
thefe miferies {pring from the paffions: yet the paf- 
fions, youreply, dre implanted:in us by nature—we 

cannot eradicate them.. 

That is trues you cannot eradicate the paflions, nor 
isit expedient you fhoulds for as'we are the workman- 
fhip of Infinite Wifdom, fo doubtlefs. the propenfities 
He has formed us with, are in themfelves very good: 
put then their good or ill tendency muft be determined 
by this fingle queftion, Whether they govera US,: OF 
we govern them? In the latter cafe they refermble 

“thofe falutary. breezes, which-waft health and fweet- 
nefs on their wings? in the former they may be com- 
_pared to certain hurricanes, which tear up all before: 















tend tolook for it before we hay 
the perpetual contention we mt 
-elfe interrupt our fuccefsful 





fearch.. ‘ak 


ekg. vaeee : iy we 4 e. me ae 

Pride, my dear girls, isa vice that {prings up in the | 
mind, almoft without her attending to it : its charac- 

ters are an. immoderate felf-love, conceitednefs, | and: 


“arrogance, with a profound contempt of every other 
perfons everinfatiableinitsdefire of refpect, extreme- 
ly fufeeptible of the flightet -affronts, and jealous of. 
the leaft tribute of applaufe paid to another. - Perfons 
of this caft cannot in the nature- of things. be happy, 
as they may be faid to live in a ftate of hoftility with: 
all the world: like Ifhmael, they have their hands a- 
gainftevery man, and every man’s hand. is againft 
themes ey 5 
Ambition condemns its wretched votary to forego: 
the fweets of content and prefent eafe, for the unealy 


dreams of rank and power, It is happy for the world: 
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when fate denies to the ambitious that power to which 
their defires are perpetually afpiring..° Innumerable 
are the horrid deeds, which the hiftoric page records, 
‘that have been perpetrated by the inipulfe of this reht- 
lefs paflion; yet if in pity te mankind, its direful ef- 
fects are reftrained, fill the bofom where it rages muft 
be a prey toinexprefible agonies.” ‘ Sees 
Envy is a natural attendant on pride and ambition‘: 
it has very aptly been compared toa vulture preying on 
the vitals, and there could not’poffibly have been de= 
--wifed amore expreilive fimilitude.: Lhat mind which. 
is capable ot regarding with the leaft degree of reeret, 
the more .fortunate acquirementsof another, has a 


- 


perpetual fource of difquietude, and muft for ever pine 
beneath the inexpreflible mifery; which is both the con- 
fequence and the punifhment of fo bafe a propenfity. 
As envy. is the meanetft ef all the paffions, fo initsown 
‘nature it is the moft oppofite:to‘happinefs. 
-- Coyetoufnelsis a rieithse abforbs every finer feel- 
‘ing of the foul. Whatever fordid fatisfaétion the mi- 
% ‘fer may feel ‘in amafling his treafures, yet thé carés 
4 ‘which unavoidably attend it, and the folicitude the 
%  appelarv: 


: gi. . , 

2 ition of it demands, more than balance the 
delith gratification. He knows nothing of the fweet 
emotions of charity an 


enevolence, ‘and: muft be 
cever a ftranger to the noble feiifations they excite.—- 
It is well if the fuggeftions ere avarice dv | 

“not prompt him beyond the bounds of integrity. : The 
hLonelty ef a €ovetous perfon can be but doubtfal at_ 
therbelty -. Sey eee eet te 
| Avrevengeful difpofition is as dreadful to fociety as. 
*  veburdenfome to. athelfs it: is the’ whirlwind /of the 
doul, which under its dominion refembles a fury of the’ 
‘infernal regions, What fadecataftrophes have been ef. 
“fected by revenge !. what inexpreffible torment over- 

Avhelms the heart, where that dreadful wenom ope- 
rates ! nigh LANE ee 
ev Iviseafy to pereeive, by theflighteft glance, that 
everyone of the pailions here enumerated are® totally” 
‘deftrustive of peace: there-cambe no fuch thing as 
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tranquillity:in the breaft whichsthey inhabit. Let it,’ 
then, be the care of my deareft girls, to guard againit. 
the fatal afcendancy of eitherofthem. There cannot 
be a more lamentable object than a‘human being who 
fubmits.to become the fport of paflions: a barque ia a 
ftorm, . driven by. winds, and fhattered by the tempett, 
exhibits but a faint piCture of fuch a owretch, whofe: 
days pafs in continual anguifh:;. he looks for peace, but 
finds defpair ; ‘cafts oblique reflections on the wifdom 
and geodnefs of Providence; diftrufts his attributes ; 
curfes his own being, and dies if poffiblemore wretch- 
eduharnhelived.) Ais ae eS AE 
The infinitely wife and good Creator faw the abun- 

dant evils that would acfue toomankind from the de- 
generacy of the paflions, and therefore in his goodnefs 
determined at an appointed time to promulgate a reli- 
gion, the aim of which fhould be to regulate paffions, 
and direct them to their proper channel: fuch is the 
Chriftian revelation ;. in its:ends and nature am anti- 
doteto moralevil, liv. eel fh aa 
i Perhaps the’natural paffions of, the human mind may 
be reduced to two—the love of pleafure and the love. 
of praife ; and fromthe corruptidrs .of thefe may be. 
traced. every; irregular affe cof the heart—when 








pa 


and riches, by attaining that poverty of fpirit which 
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jscontent with little, and defites no applaufe-but that 

.of Heaven. veat . 
- Neversofe fight of this truth—that there is no hap-- 
pinefs adequate to the capacities of the human foul, | 
~ -but what is found in the exercife of piety and virtues — 
nor any praife worthy her regard, but what refults 
immediately therefrom. 
OR wit nsk diel i i as 
a mY ACORNELIA. © 


LETTER 


YHE moft glorious conqueft you can poflibly-obtain 
H isthat of yourfelves. Solomon was of opinion, — 
that he who could govern his own fpirit, had attain- 
eda muchthigher point of.dominion, than if he fhould: 
‘ule a kingdom. It is certainly much eafier to give 
~wife and upright laws to-others, than to obey them 
-ourfelves; and when you can controul.your own in- 
<lination, -you will have learned the whole eflence of 
xhoral philofophysi.. He (is / 
- Buta nepative virtue is not all that is to‘be.attain- 
ed, although thonfands content with it, maintain’ 
throngh life the -charafter of good fort of people.— 
The epithet, however, contains no very high eulogi- 
um, thofe good'kind of folks feldom getting above.a_ 
mediocrity in goodnefs. It certainly is not fufficient’ 
to abftain from evil, a Chriftian muft’be diftinguifhed 
‘by aGtivevirtue, _ 
The Chriftian relig 














€n is” a beautiful comment on 
‘the morallaw. The prieft who paffed by the wound- 
ed Jew, was, for aught we are told to the contrary, 
a very good fert of man, and had fome fentiments of 
compaffion, for he went and /ooked on the poor creature, 
and no doubt kindly wifhed it had been in his power 
to relieve him ; but the good, the benevolent Samari 
tan, was the generous, adivé friend, whofe charaét 
es never be read without being admired. The law- 
yer aifo poffeffed a tolerable thare of negative merit;) 
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having always kept the commandments yet fays our 
Saviour, thou lackeft one thing—that heroic benevo- 
lence, which difregards all attention to felfifh gratiti- 
tation, in the noble ardour with which it contributes 
to thenecefflities of mankind. steed 

~'Thefe inftances aré tine illuftrations of the Mofaic 
difpenfation, and eminently tend to exalt human na- 
‘ture tothe higheft poflible perfectiom It is not enough, 
fay the gofpel tenets, that ye refrain from aétual vio- 
lence to any one—you fhall love your enemies, and do 
good to thofe that hate. you. Severe injunction !—yet 
you fce by it to how refined a pitch the virtue of a 
chri ftian muft-afpire. 

“Do not then reft fatisfied with being saa or kind as 
the letter of the law ee, 0a actively good, and feck 
occafions of exercifing your kindnefs and charity—toe 
* adminifteras far as we are able to the wants of our 
- fellow -creatureés—to reclaim the vicious—to vindicate 
the character’of the injured—affert the claims of the 
_ friendlefs and opprefled—reconcile differences, and be 
indefatigable in the promotion of peace and happinef{s 
to all within the compafs of our: ability, are ie es 
“ments worthy ofa rational being. : 

~ There are many cafes that occur in life, avhiehein 
thofe who will obey: only the rules of legal juitice, 

mutt fall fhort of thofe notions of honefty, which'na- | 
tural reafon and conicience fuggeft; as a good mind 
- Xvants not the bonds of. human laws, fo on fome oc~ 
cafions it rifes to a generofity that is fuperior to their 
narrow limits. Obey the innate ideas of reGtitude 
which God himfelf has ftamped ‘on the human foul— 
‘and think it not {ud to be full, except you are 
. adhe hatte 8 é | 
~ 7 Let your conduct Bailarea by the niceft rules of 
+ propriety and prudence; and let your bofoms glow 
with the enthufia(m of virtue, that you may ever thine 
forth the fteady zealous friend, the benevolent active 
= es eacine lye nd the ‘truly ergy? member of oda 
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coffidering yourfelves as citizens of the world, whole 
only bulinets in it is to do good. > # 


Adieu; , : 
me } *”. CORNELIA.» 


Lid Te WS 
id 


OF: a 
UT foexalted and refineda turn of fentiment is 


never the produétion of ignorance. It is only in 


cultivated minds we muft look for it; for the prime 


fruits of virtue grow notin the foil that has never. 


been broken up by moral inftruction. A virtueus and 


intelligent friend is perhaps the moft valuable acquifiti- 


en a-young perfoncan make; but as one of this deferip- 
tion may never fall to your lot, fupply the want thereof, 
as well as you can, by books. ae 


By all means cultivate%a tafte for reading, but take. 


- care that your tafte be a juft one—that is, be more de- 


firous of inftruction than amufement or you will profit. 


but little by literary purfaits. Thofe who read mere- 


ly te pleafe the imagination, may be fure of not read=. 
ing to-advantage, and do»feldom acquire a relifh for. 
works of folid merit-and utility. I have never known 


a young perfon who was fond ef novels capable of re- 


lithing any thing fuperior tothem. For my own part, 


I had rather fee a girl wholly ignorant of the alpha- 


bet, than attached to that fpecies of writirg; forlam- 
convinced that infinitely more nave.erredin he conduét- 
om any other. The 







of life from that caufe, than . 


fentimenits and ideas they imprefs, are fatal illufions 


to miflead the poor reader, who, after wafting days. 
and years in the ftudy, -is-ftill an utter ftranger to the 
world fhe lives in—and, what is worfe, infpired with’ 
the moft erroneous notions of it, which cemmonly- 
lead to fome falfe ftep, or ill-judged connection, that 
fecures her a wretch for life, It cannot be otherwife” 
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—for the {cenes, characters, and incidents, thefe 
books deferibe, are to be found no where but in the au- 
thor’s romanticfancy. They have nothing to do with 
the real knowledge of the world; and confequently, 
thofe who think to fteer through it by fuch guides, 
muft, inthe end, find themfelves »miftaken. Juft as 
well may a traveller think to make the tour of Eu- 
rope by achartof Afia. ; 

If curiofity muft be amufed, and the imagination 
pleafed, why may not the underflanding be improved 
at thefame time? Thisiisvery practicable, for there 
are many works of genius extremely well calculated 
to anfwer eachof thefe ends; but they are not the hif- 
tories Of Sir {uch a one, Mifs what d’ye call um, or 
any of thofe futile productions, which the prefs daily 
emits, sto vitiate theta{te, andcorrupt the principles 
of the age. ays ae he 

There is a’certain mental vigour neceffary to virtue 
as well as to happinefs, but modern novels, under the 
fpecious makk of refinded fentiments, introduce a dan- 
gerous foftnefs that has often deftroyed both. True 
refinement is the glory of arational ereature, but what- 
ever enervates the mind, maft debafe it. Lycurgus 
thought fo, & fuppofe, when he banifhed the poets 
from his common-wealth; yet furely he lived near e- 
nough to Athens to have learned to draw a proper line 
between ferocity and effleminacy, 

The paffien for novelty, fo inherent in youth, may 
be abundantly gratified, by the ftndy of hiftory. 
Here you meet with new and uncommon events—be- 
ccme acquainted with a varicty of characters, and are 
enabled to form a juft eftimate of mankind; for except 
allowing for a few local cuftoms or prejudices, human 
nature was the fame twe thoufand years ago as at this 
time. aed here fs fomething extremely agreeable to the 
mind in weighing and examining the adtions of cele- 
brated perfonages, who, in their day, made the 
mighty tremble—in marking the rife or fall of empires, 
- andtobeable to determine the fecret caufes of thole 

_ revolutions which once aftonithcd the world. 


ma 
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Theages appear as inconfiderable points, to thofe 
whe are acquainted with biftory —they fee the various 
nations of the earth pats in review before them, and 
trace a more than human power bufy inthe affairs of 
men—by takingin at one comprehenfive view fo vait 

atract of time, they difcern the, nice connections of 
that fcheme of Providence, which often appears bro- 
ken andirregular, when contemplated only through 
the medium of atew years. gp 

It is alrnoft impoflible to be well verfedjn the cha- 
racters of the politer nations of antiquity, without 
catching fomething of that magnanimity which dif. 
tinguifhed them; aud 1 know not why an acquain- 
tance with their manners fhould not be thought as ne- 
ceflary in the fyftem of femak: education, a8 it ufnally 
is in that of the other fex.. If the Greek and Roman 
veterans difplayed qualities which the heroes of the 
prefent day would be proud teimitate, their wives and 
daughters were often patterns of fuch virtues, as would 

_ be allowed to dignify alady of the eighteenth century. 
“Read modern hiftory as well as antient—the know- 
“ledge of the nations who inhabit the globe as well ag. 
yourfelves, isarmufing and interefting—the heart, too, 
may bethe better for it——narrow prejudices are remov~ 
ed, and the better mankind become acquainted with 
eachother, the more the divine principle of philan- 
thropy muft be extended, National enmity has no 
other parent but ignorance—the enlightened, the phi- 
_ Jofophic mind, eventhrough the veil of diferent tongucs. 
and cuftoms, can difcerna kindred being—-a member 
of that univerfal family, whofe-head is the Deity... 

Next to travelling itfelf, nothing tends more to en- 
large the ideas than journals of travels and voyages, 
if the writers have been faithful and accurate; and 
you will read them with infinite pleafure, if you have 
been careful toacquire a knowledge of geography. 
This renders you familiar with the countries you read 
of—You recollect their foil, climage, aud productions—. 
know. their refpeCtive. boundaries,.and can readily; 
mark out their place on the globe, cys) ai 


A »y 


RUDIMENTS or TASTE. ? 189: 


Having thus, my dear-girls, pointed out to you fo 
exhauftiefs a fource of amufement, I will only for the 
prefentadd, that lam, &c. 


_ CORNELIA. 


Bk PSE Revie 
oe . 
S long as curiofity continues a leading feature in 
the human chara¢ter, Biography will form a 
favouritefpecies of reading. Every body iseager topry 
into the private character of a celebrated perfonage, 
and are better pleafed to know, how fuch an one atts 
in domeftic life, than in the fenate, orthe field. And, 
indeed, it is there that the beft eftimate of the real deo 
_ f{eription can be formed. une 
- Fhe private lives of famous perfons afford much edi- 
fication to the reader ; the vice or meannefs too often 
there difplayed, teaches us not to be dazzled by the 
blaze of popularity or power; and to contemn that 
virtue which is built on the defire of fome alone. If 
on the other hand, by following thefe darlings of fame 
tothe clofet, or the fire-fide, we difcover the {ame no-: 
blenefs of heart that diftinguifkes them with the mul- 
titude, juftly they become patterns. for our example 3 
the mind rejoices to find fomething about them that is- 
imitable, for though few are called forth as diftinguifh- 
ed ‘ators onthe theatre of the world, all may, if they’ 
pleafe, be great in private life: That is, may acquire 
thofe amiable qualities of mind, which can only con- 
ftitute real greatnefs; without which the hero is no- 
more than a hypocrite, and even the robe of royalty, 
but a tinfel ornament to cover real meannefs, | 
Your chief aim fhould be the knowledge of the hu-. 
man heart, and that is in general more fally difcover- 
edin trifling traits and:circumftances, than by impor- 
tant actions performed under the publiceye, But yous 
es Coens R. 2 : 
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no where find human nature fo impartially delineated,. 


as in the facred writings. There the hiftorians, nei-. 


ther influenced by paffion or prejudice, relate both ac- 
tions and their fecret {prings with unerring candour ;. 
never calumniating enemies, or ftooping to flatter the: 
favourites of their nation. ) 
The Jewith writers had the faire ft opportunities ima-. 
ginable for exaggerating the virtues. of their heroes, 
confidering the miraculous powers fo often exerted in 
their behalf. Suchan adventure as that of David with 
Goliah, would have been thought by a pagan writer, 
faficient grounds for exalting hisfavourite toa God 3. 


yet the infpired Biographer has drawn that Prince: 


with all his frailties about him; all the inequality of. 
humanity 5 fometimes glowing with the rapturous; 
devotion. of a Seraphim ;-~at others, enflaved by thé: 
meaneft paflions.. Suchinftances of candour, confider-. 
ed with the national pride of the Jews, leave no room. 
to doubt the veracity of the facred penman on any 
eccafion.. . a . a pat 

The {criptures alfo finely illuftrate many. parts of 
profane hiftory ::we are told of embattled armies, and, 
cities levelled with the duft; but it is only in. holy» 
writ we find thofe armies prophetically marthalled,. 
and that deftruction. denounced perhaps an. hundred: 
years before. the event. Thefe are inftances which: 
imprefs the mind with reverence for the facred records, ; 
and fill it with auguft ideas.of the,eternal Providence.: 


The works of our beft moralifts. will not be unen- — 


tertaining to you, if your tafte for reading be as good) 
asl wifhit. Amongft the productionsof thiskind are 
the SpeMator and the Rambler. as confpicuous for: 
the elegance of theirlanguage, as the foundne{s of their 
morality. But there are no better rules for the moral: 
conduct of life, than are found.in.the writings of So- 
lomon, and the Son of Sirach ; whieh, though com-. 
pofed fo many ages.ago, may yet be readto much ad= 
vantage, by thofe who.would pafs,through life-happi- 
lyandrefpecied. . "baie t MOA ater Bite Jeg 6 

If you are fond of poetry,, be careful. to read only. 
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what is good of it. There isa kind of verfification 
that tends to. debafe the mind ;—wherever immorality 
or indelicacy is found, fuch muft ever be the efieét. 
Elegance of numbers, though a requifite, is yet the 
loweit recommendation of good. poetry ;~-its charac-. 
teriftics are dignity of thought, purity of expreflion,. 
and, above all, the beft principles of piety. and morali- . 
ty. For this reafon, thofe poetical pieces extant in. 
the Bible are by good judges allowedtobe truly fublime. 
Poetry in its original {tate, being only the harmonious 
effufions of 2. mind glowing with elevated fentiments: 
of generofity, gratitude and devotion. Many of the _ 
Pfalms are noblecompofitions, and neither for beauty: 
of figure, or energy of expreflion, have ever been ex- 
celled. sy is eee é el dak 
Natural hiftory affords a delightful ftudy—it is not 
however expected that you fhould have a fy{tematic: 
idea of every vegetable, animal, or infeét; but it “is. 
unpardonable, for one who is bleft with leifure and: 
opportunity,. net to have at leaft a general knowledge. 
of the moft.conf{picuous. of Nature’s works;—to be ig-- 
-horant of the beauty and properties of thofe, is to 
wanrider over the fair eveation, as Thompfon exprefles: 
- it, ¢ with brute unconfcious-gaze.”” The curious and 
intelligent fpectator finds the vari egated face of nature, 
a fource of rational amufement, and reads in glowing’ 
characters the wifdom of the Deity.. Itis-not‘in fuch 
 purfuits that the huraan mind acquires thofe illiberal: 
fentiments- which fo oftem difgrace it;—all it here 
- findsis noble and beneficent, worthy that Divine Au-- 
_ thor, whom te know and.adore, is the proper glory 
_ of an intelligent being. Ve Aileen Hace 
Akenfide has fo elegantly expreffed the pleafures at- 
tending a tafte for the {tudy and beauties of nature, that 
I willrelieve you from the tedioufnefs of this epiftle,. 
by tranfcribing a few of his admired lines. 


bY 


© ! bleft of Heaven, whom not the languid fongs 
_. Of loxury, the: fyren! netthe bribes — | 
Of fordid wealth, nor all the gaudy fpoils. 


. 


a he 
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_ Of pageant honour, can feduce to leave 0 Se 
Thofe ever blooming {weets, which from the ftore . 
Of Nature, fair Imagination culls 
To charm th’ enliven’d foul! What, tho’ not all 
Of mortal offspring can attain the height 

_ Of envied life ; tho’ only few pofiefs 
Patrician treafures, or imperial ftate ; 

Yet Nature’s care, to ali her children juft, 
Endows at large whatever happy man 
Willdeign toufe them. ~ 





(2 Ere) 


———Forhimthe {pring 
Diftils her dews, and from the filken gem 
Its lucid leaves unfolds; forhim the hand. 
Of Autumn tinges every fertile branch 
With blooming gold, and blufhes like the morn.. 
Each paffing hour fheds tribute from her wings §. 
And ftill new beauties meet his lonely walk, 
And loves unfelt attract him.—Not a breeze 
Flies o’er the meadow, not a cloud imbibes 
The fetting fun’s effulgence, nota ftrain. 
From all the tenants of the warbling fhade 
_ Afcends, but whence his bofom can partake 
--Frefh pleafure unreprov’d :—nor then partakes 
_¥refh pleafure only ; for the attentive mind, 
By this harmonious aétion on her pow’rs, 
Becomes herfelf harmonious ; wont fo oft 
In outward things to meditate the charm: 
Of facred order, foon.fhe feeks at home. 
To find a kindred order, to exert 
Within herfelf this elegance of love, 
This fair infpired delight ; her temper’d pow’rs: 
Refine at length, and ev’ry paflion wears 
_ Achafter, milder, more attractive mein. 





a Thus the men» best $e 
Whom nature’s works can charm, with God himfelf 


Hold converie; grow familar day by day 
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With his conceptions; aé on his plan ¢ 
And form to his the. relifh of their tat, 


Beliovey dear girls, that I am ever the moft affece. 
‘tionate of your friends, 


CORNELIA, 


LE De B, VU. ve 


‘MONGST the derambpbithwmenes seide Mabey to the 

female character, I think needle-work may claim 
the firft place, it having fo clofe a connestion witls 
neatnefs, which is indifputably requifite to render you 
comfortable to yourfelves, or amiable in the efteem of 
Others. The ladies of the laft century certainly held 
needle-work in much greater eftimation than thofe of 
the prefent; witnefs the many laborious per formances 
that yet remain as proofs of their amazing indaftry in 
this re{peét—but the world is ever prone to extremes, 
and becaufe this art was then purfued to the exclufi- , 
on of every intellectual accomplifhment, there are 
Many in our days whofeemto think it beneath their 
fludy or ambition. — oe ei 
- The Mahometan fentiment which prevailed fome 
years ago, of'the inferiority ofthe female mind, feems 
exploded in this age of univerfal refinement; and a 
Woman of cultivated underftanding is no longer a pha 
Domenon. The pathsof knowledge are rendered ac- 
ceffible—men of learning have ftooped from the eleva-. 
tions of {cience to accelerate the improvements of the 
other fex—they abridge, compile, explain for their af 
fiftance and advancement in polite literature. 

Make all theufe you poflibly can of fuch advantages, 

and be convinced that the cultivation of the mind will 
exalt you inthe eftimation ofrational beings—will open. 
to your exhauftlefs fources of amufement and delight, 
of which the ignorant can have no conception—yet 
ay careful, my dear girls, never to overlook one femi-: 
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mine grace or accomplifhment... There isa line of cha= 
racter drawn between the fexes, which neither can — 
pafs without becoming contemptible. It is not to make 
you difpife thofe acquirements which have ever been 
appropriated to the female fex, that you-are incited to _ 
mental attainments, but to render you {till more valu-_ 
able as women; and the better your minds are’cultix 7 
vated, the more you will fee the propriety of attend-~ 
ing to thofe minutiz which become the condition in — 
‘which Providence has placed you. i rt 
Ido not fee how you can acquit yourfelf tolerably 
in domettic life, without a knowledge of needle work 3 __ 
but granting your rank and fortune may plage you 
above the abfolute neceflity of learning that part of © 
it whichis called plain work—yet confider hew far: 
the ornamental kinds may be of ufe toamnfe the inter- | 
vals of pleafures, or other purfuits, as well as to: pro- 
mote the difplay of an elegant tafte. Even opr inno- 
cent amufements require variation, and the mind may | 
be agreeably relieved, by imitating with the needle’ 
the beantifi] productions of nature—but there is fome- 
thing which places a {killin needle work in a much 
more important point of view, and that is, the in-: 
eonftancy of fortune, which in her ‘capricious moods: 
has been often known to compel thefe, whom once fhe. 
filed on, to. procure their {nbfiftence by thofe very . 
arts which were acquired only for amufement.— 
Whatever may be a refuurce againft that mutability 
which marks all human affairs, becomes an object of 
‘importance. ah a 
A proficiency in the arts of domeftic management: 
and ceconomy, ought juftly to be ranked among the’ 
accomplifhments of a younglady. You muft be unac- 
quainted with nothing that appertains to good houle- | 
wifery. Some girls have I known profefs fo violent 
an attachment to literary purfuits, that they are con« 5 
tent toremain ignorant of common attainments. This! 
fhews a pitiable weaknefs—elevated minds are atten=" 
tive toevery thing; and, believe me, it is very pof- 
fible to poifefs a competent knowledge of polite litera~'y 
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ture, and be well verfed in the methods of well go- 
verning a houfe at the fame time—the latter qualifi- 
cations have of themfelves conitituted many an ufeful 
character in female life, which is more than can be » 
faid of the former. Blend, therefore, my beloved 
girls, polite with ufeful acquirements, and you will be 
what I with you. , hie 

» In writing, acquire, if poffible, a good hand, yet 

that is not fo effentially neceflary as the being able to 
write grammatically—the violation of the common 
rules of grammar, is an indifputable mark of low 

breeding ; and although my Lord Chefterfield farcafti- 
cally faid that bad {pelling was only allowable in a wo- 
man,-it certainly is not allowable in any ene, who 
pretends to an education above the vulgar. Could you 
Write as fine a hand as even A n himfelf, bad 
fpelling would difgrace the whole. The fubftituting 
have for has, are for is, &c. iniallibly finks you in the 
eftimation of well bred perfons.. In order to avoid 
errors of this kind, habit is to be particularly guarded 
againft. if in your early years you are not careful to 
write and fpell correcily, it isa thoufandto one if you . 
ever do. You fee, therefore, of what confequence it 

is that you pay a prefent attention to thefe points. | 
_ Ireckon among the ufefal attainments, the ability 

of peaning an epiftle with propriety and elegance— 

many fortunate circumftances in life may be facilitated - 
thereby—a well wrote letter has often effected what 
verbal requefts have fought in vain—befides this confi- 

deration, how greatly muft the fweet intercourfe of _ 
friendthip be improved by a free and intelligent cor- 
re{fpondence! Two friends, though placed at the 
extremities of the globe, may thus enjoy all the plea- 
fures of fuch a connegétion; but except you attain the 
defirable habit of expreffing-your fentiments without 
embarraffment, hope not to enjoy any thing of fo de- 
licate a fatisfa@tion. Letters fhould be the pictures of 
the fonl; and fo they alwavs would be if people acquired 
only the knack of exprefling their thoughts juft as they 
arife. Write as you would {peak, were the perfons 
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you addrefs immediately before you. There is no 
more than this neceflary to eftablifh that eafinefs of 
fiyle which is the chief beauty of epiftolary corref-— 
pondence. That good breeding which I hope will be 
habitual.to you, will diGate thefe terms and forms of 
addrefsy the condition of thofe you write to requires." 
We do not always find the moft learned people write 
the moft agreeable letters—perhaps for no other‘rea~ 

fon than that they take too much trouble about it, 
and, like the good’ Archbifhop of Benevento, reject 
the firft thought that occurs.’ Some that [have known” 
indite an epiftle in fucha ftiffand formal ftyle, and 
load it fo difguftfully with tautology, that oné would 
almoft take it for an Act of Parliament. When you 
write a letter, my dear girls, forget rheaded’ of pen, 

ink and paper—fuppofe only you are fpeaking to the 
perfon, and you will write an agreeable, if nota fine 
letter—to effet the latter, fometing muft have been) 
doneby dame Nature—however, this I know—that 
the moft elevated fentiments would not look Sided: 
in fuch compofitions, except accompanied by perfect: 
» eafe and expreffion, and have the appearance of flow-" 
ing fpontaneoufly froth the heart. Many excellent 
models of epiftolary writing have been recommended 
to young proficients. Yow cannet have better than’ 
thofe afcribed to Pope Ganganelli ;—whoever was 
the author, he has certainly hit-on that eafe, fpright— 
linefs, and-elegance, which it is my earneft wifh may” 
chara¢terife whatever falls from your pen. Would to 


Heaven that all the world poffeffed the fame candor” 


and liberality of fentiment which breathes through 
every one of thofe elegant epiftles. Dai ttt 

















Adieu, yey i is okt ; ’ 
4 \ 7 " + 1 om ae a 
CORNELIA, © 
3 La , JI QE AE "ae te 
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HEN you compare the ankward motions of a 
aoe Ae uftic, with the oeenteel and graceful move- 
_ ment of a perfon of education, you cannot but be aftur- 
ed of the utility of dancing, but it fhould never be for- 
_ gotten, that'to give this fuperiority of mein and air is 
, the chiefend of that polite accomplifhment ;—to lofe 
' fight ofthis idea, is totake away the real worth of 
that branch of genteel education :—to reduce it toan 
unimportant, if not pernicious attainment. However 
a knowledge of dancing may fometimes conduce to fo- 
cial pleafure, andin that light be efteemed an agreeable 
and innocent recreation, I cannot help thinking, 
that thé fame application that is requilite to form an 
epera dancer, may very well be difpenfed within a 
young lady of a different character. The extravagant 
Jeaps and geftures of fome fafhionable females, make 
_ me think of the fpeech of Philip of Macedon to his fon, 
on anothcr occalion-—I am ready to afk if they “are 
not afhamed to dance fo well.” 
There is fearce a human foul, however apparently 
enftbility, butis in fome meafure alive to the 


dead to { 

_ €&Xtatic charms of mufic. The ftory of Orpheus is 
- more than a fable—minds almoft as inert and inani- 
mate as trees themfelves, have becn moved by the 

_ power of harmonious founds:—why elfe does the gap- 
ing ruftic follow with fuch manifeft delight the itine- 
rant mufician ; and why, but that the effect of mufic 
on the paflions is fo inconteftibly proved, has the army 

_ adopted the fons of Apollo with thefe of Mars? Since 
then this fcience has fo great an influence on the fecl- 
ings of the foul, is it not furprizing that the polite 
world fhould not be more ambitious of enjoying thof 
fublime fenfations, which the beft pieces are fo abun- 
dantly capable of exciting, and not reft poorly fatis- 
fied with the luke- warm pleafures of fing-fong, while 

_ the noble compofitions of great mafters, lie bye total- 
_ ly difregarded. Indulge, my dear girls, a turn for 


- 


_ pleafure and convenience 3. would open to you the a- 
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mufic, if nature has given you fuch ; but do ms permit” 

a fong tune, or an opera air to be the limits of y 

excclience ia that enchanting {cience. ys 

Drawing, painting, occ. juftly forma part of 
education, becaufe they futhifh an agreeable, aswell” 
as rational amufement. They lead to ae famili arity 
withthe beauties of nature, an@thatcan {earcely fail, 
to advance the minda degrce higher, even to the ¢on- 
templation of her Divine Author. . Bat if it! Toe 
this happy tendency, drawing is ftill a. laudable an quite: 
ment, becafue an innocent one; and whatever for- 
nifhes a recreation of that character, may died be 
deemed an auxiliary toyirtue,. 9.1" 

An bcHpainence with the languages of olite nas 
tions, greatly enlarges the mind. , It is the property 
of ignorance toefteem nothing valuable that a. foreign 
country produces; and fcarcely to allow that its an~ 
habitants are human. , Nothing tends. more immedi- 
ately to remove fuch illiberal preiudiogy than ftudy- 
ing the language of the people thus defpifed... The 
fapercilious “contemaner is. furprifed to find -them ra- 
tional, and exprefling fimilar ideas with thole of his 
own country. f i 

If neceflity or inclination ever leads. you from your 
native land, a previous acqua tance with the language 
of thofe you refide among, oe much facilitate your 










venues of focial love and. friendhhip, and take: off much 
from thofe comfortlefs fenfations. the mind is apt.to, 
aii in the idea of being amongft a people it knows: 
not, Forthis end, perhaps it may be fufficient toac-. 
ae a knowle edge of the French tongue, that. being 
generally underltood by intelligent perfons of every 
iuropean nation. But there is another advantage at- 
tending this branch of polite accomplifhment, and 
which probably to you, my dear girls, will be the 
moft ufceful—I mean the being able to readin their 


original, thofe beautiful compofitions which lofemany 


of their excellencies by tranflation; for this reafon — 
become acquainted alfo with the Italian : but Homer 


» 


* 


fag 
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- and Virgil you: tell me have ten tties thet can never 
d+true, yet. thefe, ‘I fancy, you muft be 
afte as pure as the Libers of the learned af- 







} “oa fyftem of ferrale education at pre- 
Q T tainly ever can in the ufifid. 
A Pekiibeabec isa dry fiudy, yet ccrtainty & Nortel ufefal 
one, to thefe who would manage their ailairs with 
* economy aud prudence ;—a thorough cnowledge Of 
the four firft rnles, 1s fufficient to enable you to co it. 
From‘a total 3 ignorance of letters in female life, we 
are advanced. to,an age which requires) every girl to 
be made a srailecions yetit Le uaucettauta happens; 
that of the numbers who ot ate to hay e fludied the 
grammar of their native tongue y few fei or write 
it-with that accuracy which cout be wihhed + indeed 
the progrefs that women ufually make in: tha feiencey 
is feldom of itfelf fufficient to give an habitual elegance 
ef expreffion ; they are more indebted for it to fre- 
quent reading ‘ofthe bet authors, and the converfation 
of thofe who have the mfelyes acquired it perfect :—~ 
r-Ca Th: acquire at Prammar | by fuch affiftances 














of thefe. There is an indifpenfable neceflity £ for you ‘ 


to write and fpeak Engiifh correétly ; acguire that 


the Greek and Latin tongues, forming Do 


~ qualification as eafily asyoucan, but nothing will more 


facilitate it than the methods I have mentioned. 
_ Geopraphy isa ftudy that will pl leale youan bundr ed 


times. ‘be¢ter-—this is not like the former, a fet of dry | 
ken put almoft every advance youmake iors in, will . 


abundantly repay your pains by the novelty of the in- 
formation it produces. Befides; I cannot ima gine how 
the frequent relations that Coe in common difcourfe 
will be intelligible, without fome. acquaintance with 
this indy. Lam fure if you are no geographer,’ even 
a new{paper willbeas inexplicable as'an Egyptia n hi- 


eroglyphic. Attain a competent knowledge of the 


globe on which you live, that your a pprehention of 
inimite wifdom may be enlarged; Ww hick it willbe in 
-amuch preliee decree, if you take eare to acquire a 
Hie, oi of the frudivre oe the uniy erie. iti is not 
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expected you fhould become adepts in aftronomy, bur 
a ksowledge of its leading principles you may and 
ought to obtain. The French, wit » their ufual atten- 
tion to the fex, have procured them a gentleman wher; 
if I may fo {peak, to the planetary orbs.—-Fontanelle 
introduces them to an acquaintance with that brilliant 
uliembly—it is not the firft inftance in which ouragree- 
able neighbors have blended the refearches of the fehoz 
lar, with the politenefs of a’fine gentleman, 4. 9 
Avail yourlclyes of fuch ingesious afliftances, and 
be all your Cornelia wifhes.. 0 ae 


* 





LETTER pee Hees 
A oN accomplifhed character, has -fo many charms; 

& that nothing needs be faid toinduce you to wifhy: 
atleaft, for its attainment. Yet painful application: 





maft render that with effetual—a refleGion however 
that flould-excite your emulation, rather than defpon-- 
‘deney—trivial acquirements may content the indoleat 
‘and timid, but the arduous and difficult are the pro- 
-per.aim of elevated minds, Courage “belongs not to 
a. the warrior alone—it is-as often.found in the clofet,. 
rhs as the. field. a ; 
©" Phat refolation which is neeeflary for every valua-- 
ble purpote of life, is the fruit only of alive: minds;. 
and was never found'with indolence and floth;—de- 
termine therefore to conquer every tendency to an in-- 
active temper. Whenever you feel in- yourfelves an 
inaptitude for doing what neceHlarily ought to be done,. 
vouze that moment, or you will give ground to an e- 
hemy the rmoftdeftructive to happinefs and virtue ; and. 
who once entrenched is hard.te be difedged. » Never 
defer to the next hour, that which fhould be the but 
fineis of the prefent. @¢ Whatever thy hand findeth 
to do, doit, withrall thy might,” faida very wife man: 
many hundred years ago; indeed there is no. precept. 
‘throughout the facred writings, inculcated With great- — 
er energy than this of diligence. It is the foul of — 
virtue—the foundation of honor and affluencen 
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., Many a bright and fhining taleat ee hid inva nap= 


kiny see of activity to unfold it ;:nor do-we - 


unfrequently meet with perfons firugeling with dif- 
treffes, which require only their own excrtions tore- 


moye.. Andolence takes hold of the difpofition much 
- eftener than is acknowledged it is poffible to be whol- 
ly. under its dominion, and yet fulpect nothing of its 


and, what is yet more ftrange, to believe one’s felf to 
be a moft diligent perfon in the world at the very 
time. You have feen numbers of butting people, who 
are always inahurry, and fo perplexed do they appear 
with bufinefs, aswnever to be able to enjoy a friend or 
themfelves. It would feem hard at firft ality to ac- 


‘cufe them of indolence, and yet they are of all people 
mott commonly under its power; fer an. habitual dili- 


gence would fo comforta bly arrange the afi 
th. at. none would be found to intrude on ano | 
fider the furprizing difpatch with which n pubs: 
lic ftations, manage a multiplicity ofthe moft impor- 
tant concerns ;—to contemplate them, one would al- 

moft conclude, nothing too extenfive for the compafs 
of the human mind 5~—dilig ence is ihe charm wane 
effects it alls. J. 









In that difmal catalogue of difeafes whieh: imbitter ' oa, 
morality, not.afew owe their exiftence to indolence. 


The indigent labourer who toils for daily bread, knows. 
nothing. of that fad train of nervous diforders which 


‘render life itfelf burdenfome to the wealthy. In fome 


cafes, poverty might juftly be called a blefling... Great 
arethe atchievements which refolutien and diligence 
can eff ect :——in nothing is their power more confpicu= 
eufly feen, thanin the cultivation ef the mind; tores 
Hect on the progrefs of the human under ftanding—to 


compare the refinements of philofophy with a fate of 


favage nature—a Newton, with an inhabitant of New 


Holland, we fhould almoft conclude fome fupernatural 


power mutt have.contributed to give the former fo in- 


finite a. fuperiority in the feale of beings. Without 
ae aqality I have recommended it: could’never have 
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been attained, for though much be owing to accidental, 
advantages, fuch as the being born in an enlightened - 
kingdom afford, yet no inconfiderable portion of dili-». 
gence is required torender thefe advantages perfonal- 
ly effectual. It is this, my dear girls, that makes 
them yours, and without it, the foul will remain as 
uninformed as-if deftined to aland where ftience ne+ 
ver darts a cheering beam. 
It may feem{ftrange totell you of old age, before you 
i have fearte paffed your infancy: yét I muft not con- 
2 ceal from you, that a period will arrive, when éxtes™ 
Tior attractions will be no nrore ;—when mental. ac- 
quiremsnts will prove your higheft luftre and fublim- 
etcomfort. However defpicable an ignorant woman. 
appears at any partof her life, in the decline of it fhe < 
is fure tobecome far more contemptible ; at that time: 
it 1s-the ifiprovements fhe has: made im early days,» 
dignity of character. An oldage of-cards 
neceffarily fucceeds a youth of folly: Pope could not: 
. have faid-any thing more deftructive ofthe infignifican- » 
ey ofthofe ancient habits, than he has exprefledin that: 
concife fatire. If you ies baa contempt which: 
' never fails toattend a friv6lous old age, you muft pafs 
a youth of diligence and rp plicutale eciad reed 
~ Bat then the pleafures refalting from it furpafs de- 
3 fcription, the fatisfattions of a rich cultivated mind are 
; ‘only fally known tothe happy poffeffor ; one of them, 
we are affured, isa noble independence, which creates, 
if Imay fo fpeak, its own happinefs; is not indebted. 
to diffipation, or the caprice of others ; but can derive. - 
from itfelf exhauftlefs refources for folitude or fociety. 
‘ Ordinary perfoas are obliged to fly from Ennui to the 
regions of amufement, but fuperior beings, who have 
» traverfed the fields of ufefal and polite knowledpey~ 
: ean from themfelves felect materials for the moft ex- — 
F quifite enjoyment.» | eer. 
Bs Do you think this an acquifition worth defring— 
rhen never forget that it can be obtained only by dili- 
gence end attiveinduftry. Habits of indoledce ate de- 
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ftructive ot every wdtaable attainment, and they are as 
much fo of ‘happines, as ey are kaown to be of vir- 


ries : ke : < m fn ‘i 
i , “CORNELIA, * 
eT YR RR ca ae 


on 


Cuumvaren minds have tbatires which fierpas 
the vulgar appr ehenfion. THey have their - pains 
as well—for there is an evil peculiar to refined: 

which the untaught ruffic is happily jgnoran: 

happens when refinement, or at leaft the affefation of 
it, iscarried to fach an extreme, that it degenerates, 
into falfe delicacy. The fymttoms of the mala dy area 
kind of fecret diflatisfa@ion with every thing—t 
common bieffings of lize are defpifed, as inadequate to 
the refinement of their ideas, and every petty flight 
augmented by fuch a quicknefs of perception, as leads: 
them to fee affronts, when none perhaps have beenin- - 
tended. And this peevith irritable temper they are 

pleafed to dignify ™ fitir the name. of fenfibility, and 
piqie thémfelves on.a cifpofition that difqualifies them 
for focial virtue, or focial happinefs. What pity that 

a quality meant to highten every real blefling, fhould 
be afcribed to the mere chimera of a fickly brain! Ne- 
ver may you, nry dears, by indulging thefe fititious 
feelings, retine away the felicity whicha kind Provi- 
dence {catter in your path of life. Nourifiiin your bo-— 
foms humility and go9od-nature—thefe will teach you — 
to make the beft of » Tot, whatever it be, and give* — 
a relift to every enjoyment—all i isferene where they: 
refide. Humility, by arrogating nothing to herfelf, 

remains unhurt at the fupercilious feorn of i ignorance 
and good-nature, by cafting a veil over the 
hers, prefents to our view the beft on of 
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“Without doubt, fuperior minds have a quicker fenfgy 
of what is beautiful in nature, or defirable in life, thams 
apeafant, whole ideas extend corbaead his daily. oc-j 
cupations—perhaps they feel alfo more acutely the 

- evils of their condition 3 yet th »perfons who fuifer. molt - 
bya affected fenfibility are not they who have thes 
erent Ihave ofafflictiveevents, but the idly f{pecula- i 
tive, who being employed to no good purpofe, have; 
time to nourifh thofe artificial feelings which Nature 
knows nothing of. A bal pee 4 

Senfibitity |-$—-What is it ?—Is it not that delicate ’ 
perception of natural and moral beauty, which the” 
Creator hasimplanted in the foul to exalt its happinefs,_ 








and.awaken its nobleft paflions? How greatly, then, 
do they err who fubftitute inthe room-of this beft gifts 
of Heaven, that which is the very weakne({s of huma-_ 
ity de and peevifhnets ? : a, ec REP A 
‘paying a very poor compliment to literary, 
murfaits, to fuppofe they are productive of that foft= 
nefs which untits the mind for enduring the common, 
accidents of life. And thofe attainments are of. little; 
value that ferve no better purpofe than to barbthe ar-, 
rows of misfortune witthitings which the enlightened 
never feel. But probably they o dream of fuch 
effects are the fuperficial, who never dived beyond the 
forface of literature, and whofe feeble. intelle&s are: 
unable to digcft even the little they have imbibed. . | 
If you have really made any advancement in mental, 
improvement, it will invigorate the powe sof thes 
foul, and infpire her with that magnanimity whichis: 
certainly neceffary to the happines of a being who is, 
every moment expofed to forrow al 
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ow and difappointment., 
Value not yourfelyes onany refinéments that are fhort, 





hue- OF this elect. had bi ‘ ee 
Some, Iknow, are eve reftrained from tlie ¢ 
 éife of benevolence by this afietation of fenfibilit 

their feelings are too tender to bear with {cenesof d 
trefs, and too refined for the duties of focial lifes i] 
“therefore keep at an unfriendly diftance from. 
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deft the ignorance or rudeneis they nei imay meet 
epi.” aa - - ‘ 5 : 
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with, fhould wound biol exceflive delicaey's but how 
is this obeying the injunétion of the Apcitle, who ex- 
horts us to-be kindly affeStioned one to anctacr,. bear- 
ing with each others infirmities ? 

In fine, my dear girls, come to the feaft of facta 
life, accompanied by the virtues cf humility an1 cha- 


rity, and you wilknot arile diffatisiied from the enter- 


tain ments. ‘ ’ f 
ee. Your’sy | a 
CORNELIA. 
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HAVE often thought that the gréat preva alien 
vice arifes chiefly from. a culpable weaknels o 


Fa 7 


temper—for there is nothing fo amiable init that i 


fhould: be followed for its own fake. [It is the aged 


to the 






want ‘of refolution that betrays fuch numbers in 

preediar? ~ of fin and el ‘ : 

Roa ta i 

= ; “ The wopld’s area hich 
has Scarce e’en the firm Philofopher can bear:”” 


- But, in my opinioa, he muft bea nodk Philofopher 
ans cannot, and would have made bat a _forry. moet 


in the Portico or Lyceum, 
It is not meant to inculcate to you a: boifterous, im- 


grace and virtue, but. thefe cannot be fupported with- 


firmnefs, without which neither’virtue, happinefs, or 
dignity of character, can be long maintained. Diftratt 
thofe whoextol the foft irrefolution of the fex—it is 
the very vock on which thoufands of deluded females 
have been loft. 

-poffeffed of the true principles Of honor id 
reg Stitude, and dare toadhere to them 1 in {pite of folicis 
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perious carriage. Ney my girls pollefs every feminine — 


out fome portion of refolution. ‘There is a proper 


pot 
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tation, or that ftill more powerful means of temptdtiy: 
on, ridicule.  Eftablith your opinions on truth and rea 
fon, and maintain them, when neceflary, withfirms 
ne{s.;—-fome people give up both their faith and their! 


friends, for want of refolution to defend them. =) > 
art ee a, ; i Daas . i , ‘ < rf 
> Teo weak to think, too indolent to chufe. 
: i. | yes eeu 


we | : ta | 
Inbufinefs, and the affairs of life, a proper firmnet# 

is indifpenfably necefiary. Thofe who.cam be inflaenc= 

_ éd by every advifer, or intimidated at every appears 
ance of difficulty, muft of ccurfe be defuitory and un- 
»fettled, They effe@ nothing of confequence, becarfe 
they know net how to perfevere in any undertaking. 
Obftacles wilkattend the bef concertéd fchemes, and 
ind willever think differently about thems but 
the truly wife will await with’ fleady patience the if 
fae of thofe meafures they have been careful to found 
_ in pradence and the moral fitnefs of things. Some will 
undertake nothing, ‘till they fee the path fmooth be- 

ey es hem, .and attain almoft a certainty of fuccefs. 
- uch will findtheir lives wafted, before they have.de+ 
termined on the plawof it. Thofe whobeft know the 


z : Bh ee 
ftate of humanity, will ‘be convineed, that to defigni 


pradently and act firmly, is all that can be done by 
















| mortals, . “as Sh : 
* .... Without refolution, it will fometimes be impofiible 
ae toadct agreeably to the difates of right reafon, and 
FS virtue, tor thefeare not alwaysthe tons and when that 
isthe cafe, no inconficerable fhare of fortitude is re+ 


‘quifite to repel the attacks of ridicule or ammufement— 
Pass nor can the treafures of knowledge be explored, with- 
~ outa portion of it—for “ there is, nothing truly vas 
4 Inable to be attained without pains and labour.” . Dif 
_ @ mayed at the profpedt, the indolent, as defcribed by 
_ + Solomon, cry, “a lion isin the ftreet”’—rather may 
my dear girls be animated with a noble ardour, te fun 
mount every difficulty which would retard their acquis 
fition of merit and felicity. Parnaffus itfelf was a 
craggy rock, but then the Mufesdwelt on its top. fi 
ha “! 
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- Burif refolution beneceffary to the attaining what- 
ever is valuable or defirable in life, it isno lefs foto 
the fupporting us undera deprivation of its) The race 
is not to the fwift, not the battle to the ftronz—hence 
it follows, that the wifeft meafures do not always meet 
with fuccefs, nor can virtue itfelf prevent the encroach- 
ments of affliction—in fuch circumftances fortitude 
Gives adignity to fuffering, and tends alfo to allevi- 
ate the weight of it. Every one knows the fentiment 
of the Philofopher—‘ that a good man firuggling 


“ with adverfity, isa fight om which ‘the Gods themi- 


‘ felves might look down with delight.”? However 


that be, itis certain that fuchia charaterinever fails. 


to command the refpect and veneration of mankind: 
Wiagnanimity, of all the qualities of the’mind, feems 
molt.feeure of admiration. ~The Saviour of the 
World inculcated it, when ha’ ing forewarned his dif. 
ciples of their approachin g fufferings he enjoined them’ 
to poflefs their foulsin patience: Patience is amonoft 





the Chriitian duties, what magnanimity is inthe lift of 


heroic virtues. They are fynonymous terms—both: 
imply that calm, unfhaken forti:ude, which is at olice 
characteriftic of the heroand the Chriftian. Fo ; 
» But do not conclude this tirmnefe of mind—this lau. 
dable refolution is calculated» only to be admired. It! 
is of the highett actual fervice to the unfortunate, not’ 
only by enabling them to fuftain: the burden of their’ 


uflerings,. but by opening a way to better profpects, . 


Phe timid and irrefolute fink, atthe approach of «d= 


rerfity, into a defpondency the moftunfriendly to their’ 


i, a a 
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airs, by precluding that courageous induftry whic 
wight renderthem more tolerable; and therefore, 
he nature of things, augment the very evils of whi 
‘hey complain. | HORM EEA Geer Ce ER 
» Cultivate in all circumftances this inmate conftancy 
+it will aid you in the attainment of every good and 
raluable end, In profperity, will fecure you from thie’ 
orruptions of vanity—impart dignity and ferenity to 
idverfaty. In fine, you cannot, [think, but be ftea- 
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cy in the practice of sabiibad if aa are pe deste comptes 





Y. Rpifice to cleans my ions sos rl ve are written 
ys wieat Dewees the leaft attention to method ; tet 
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Biel all ‘oni fee Rete ohm fab- 
jeds, I will here give you my. thoughts on that yery 
important part of female ftudy, drefs,, Be not, afraid 


_ that 1 am about to confine you toa primitive plainnefs, 


though | probably, fuch a mode may be found more.ad- 
vairtageous to beauty and elegance, than modern fine- 


- ry; yet I fhall recommend that which is atonce a- 


srecable to fafhion, and your own rank, ard circum- 
ftances, To reconcile thefe three conditions, isno ea- 


fy task, yet herein lies a chief perfection of the fe- 


_ male character; few women poflefs the ha, py artj— 


_ raéter of an amiable young lady, that fhe knows ho 


Sn 


_ circumftances require, — ve ee 


yet thofe who do,. muft be alloweda very fuperior de- 
gice of merit. Enis no inconfiderable trait inthe cha 






to fupport a genteel appearance 3 and yet paya~ juf 
regard to the frugality, which probably. ber limited 

A fantaftical and expenfive turnin deeb | is. ste cere 
tain mark of a little mind; but that attention tot, 
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le principally regards neatnefs, is undoubtedly ex- 
tremely laudable. folve to be always neat, or you 
can never be well- rs 9 3a dirtyruffle, -atorn apron, a 
are fufficient todifgrace the molt {plendid apparel, 
--Neatnefs is always within your power, ‘and willalw ays 
render you refi eftable in whatever rank of life . 
youare placed; but finery without it, is nothing more 
han a ridicn ous glare, which is never feen bat with 
difenf, 7° i“ 
F hig has impofed fome ener) rules, which may 
- Imnocently be followed under the reftri@ions 1 have 
-fientioned. Your clothes may be made according 0, 
the niode, though the materials whichicomy Th: 
“be ibe ven than - rot belonged to a Dut 


hy Ee See ae 













cc Prithee abe Rirkdeaves {tia P Plato to his ay 
“faevifice to the graces.’?. That great man knew how 
-amnch the’ mental accomplithments might. beilluitrated 
and adorned by a polithed exterior ;—a wile perfon, 
tistrue, would ¢ not make this altogether the criterion . 
of merit, yet perhaps, would net readily lock for ty 
Ros beneath an ungraceful exterior. ee 
2 Atte all, my dear girls, elteem the frivolous hough us 
often troublefome arts of drefs, but asa tax you arein | 
‘dome fort obliged to pay to the folly of the age. Re- 
‘metmber on all occafions, that external ornaments can- 
- siot make you better or hippier women. Great minds, 
however they may have judged it neceflary to conform 
‘to infignificant cuitoms, have always regarded them in 
their proper light. The attention ‘fue uch are. feen to 
rfhew sto’ the idol fathion, is ‘only a G00 it ) 
« céenfien to the weaknefs fennel in joints they 
judge of an indifferent nature, and much too trifling 4 
-tobecome the objedis of their ferious cares, The&l- at ee 
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| our own principles, we are. to regard 

) thofe of our companions 5 for, they are dimott: of 

h importance: toss as by:long. andintimate. ac- 
ace they generally beca BF QUES eee 






ak éciearign eae KR acwiwed i 
A great deal ney hee amietnn on sake, ances and 
every one who has the ¢are ofyouth, failsnot toincul- 
cate the keeping good company ;—the only misfortune 
is, thatthe term has feldom beenfufficiently ,¢ xplain 
ed, and the young mind is left. toannex to it, theidea 
7 bit hand fortune, ;tillyby degrees. t 1¢.exprefiion is 
, ft Jites to'imply | both thefe qualifications. ), Sie 
_ The refult has been the difturbance: of | all.order..in 
ciel t seach ¢ clafs of. people, quitting their, own 
- #phere. to nalincaies witl h thofe. of fuperior rank 3. and 
thefe again, tnfpired by the fame: fentiment, r epel 
with{corn the am us attempt, . folicitous ‘only..to 
attract the notice of Ail greater folks than themielves. 
"Thus in the room of that tocial amity. with. te toler as 27 : 
human heart fhor uid over flow, itis unhappily , divided 
between the th os of ambition, and the pang ss of 
offended prides "r : nt ta ee | 
tas evident,’ that. in ‘ah ‘oailile; renter, at Pag ‘ 
is paid to the accidental circumftances of rank andaf- ‘ 
fluence, than to real merit; we fhould not elfe. ath 
en‘fee people of the middling rank, when flattered by, 
he notice of a {uperior, fo elated with the honour; of 
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3 Ww) sattliey call” good” company + when per- 
ot that apetior "YS confpicuous for aloft every? 

a meannels Thisis a grand miftake patoone 3 
ca pinef sas to #oPals re pe RE 
ay company can. only ahSA Hiri ia0'0 Shoble fone 
timente, véfined ners, and ‘enlighteved underfland- | 

os, “Barthele Giialitics az SeHSt tO We expected, where? <' 
: imefs of for tune, yas dbfolutely exe a the. 
| meats of | education ; forthe: henman Fatadsbetéiics ‘e- 
very thie iby cbltitee, *Tris* therefore foun 1a that: 
inthe low erranks of. (eer where Soverty Has deni> 
ed timevand abilities for tha?! dee employs the worfb: 
habits, ana mot ddaraved® moral: prevails) for PORIS fo 
_ reafoa you are not to’ chnfe ¢o sah) bat front fuch a 
es Sheer et aetylieeigg si ae BAR YD Oper pe OM 
Cah ite, “your ate ? 4 ip ih a oe 
pi oar sation. “Te 
Yiend of this defeription, s 
pode sae ee ay dates 
; fhe is by no’ mee dpanion; ds her own: 
raerit) hey ese ga Soe astpohtate “for the’: 
oe otineur in frequently minglis g’with perfous: 
ofimproper characters ac CRE Dig . 
pea cultivated mind is the proper foil’ for every more) 
and focial- virtue iris mot eae to be “found where” 
| _ Eetor i has beftoweel ee fo ul 






































cane ae merit alone,! 
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; pies itfelf on the ronk, rathet hips Se eet va sae { 

of an acquaintaice; and never let a principle of Vani- : 
-tylead you to the fervile’ imitation of Vice o fe 

: ‘however fanctioned: by weal POF title 

are ever dazzled by fhew and plendoty—it is 
“pert ‘of the enlight ened only to. difting i | 
coat rom sitrnal advantages. in re hit you. f 

4 diffrraced by z an acquaintance with ae Emprefi iSite Ake 

4 was Rote as. aimuch diltin gulthed +b; By, Ne as 
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Re caréfal not to form an acquaintance too haftily—. 
many a virtuous girl has funk for everin the efteem 
of the world, bv being feen in company with thofe of. 
doubtful reputation. In vain the declares» her igno- 
vance of the real chara€ier of her companions. She 
having admitted them to her fociety, without the re- 
quifite inveitigation of that point, infallibly renders 
her own prudence fufpecied! Oi ie 
A very extenfive acquaintance is not neceflary to. 
focial happinefs. A few felect friends will moft con- 
duce to that end 5 and it rs among thefethat | 


a 






‘6 The free full converfe of the friendly heart’” 


fiows with uninterruption and .delight—unfeigned 
_ chearfulne(s and real enjoyment exiffmuch oftener in 
thefe little circles, than in large and ceremonious. af- 
femblies. But should your ftation in life render a large 
ucquaintance unavoidable, you will obferve to all, a 
free unreftrained politenels, . without admitting every 
one indifcriminately to your confidence. Be ever frank. 
andeafy, without revealing your own fecrets, or thofe 
of your friends, and make none your intimates but 
thofe of worth and honour. % + 
Ivbach, very much of human happinefs depends on 
the proper choice of acquaintance—an ith chofenfriend 
has power tomar our felicity as much as an amiable 
and faithful one contributesto it. The heart is form- 
ed for focial iatercourfe ; and when that intercourte 
is founded un the moral, religious virtues, it gives a 
zeft to the other enjoyments of life. - 
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SHER E are'certain reftridions necefary torender 
the gift of ipeech what thé great Creatordefign ~ 
_éd ita prificipal meats: of happinefs: to Tis rational 
ereatutes.* - The firft of thefe is an habitualicare never 
to violate the laws of truth. The pleafures refulting: 
from “niattal converfation  vanifh ‘entirely, when’ bo 
dependente can be placed ‘in the fpeaker’s veracity. 
Thofe whotveak merely from the fi uggeftions of imas 
pination, ‘or, what is worle, malignity, are yully 
chargeable with half the ftrife that diffurbs the peace: 
_of fociety. Such perfons are the moft dangerous com- 
panions, and need onlyto be known to be-generally, 
difpiféd and avoided. Indeed, fo high a regard vera~ 
city 6btaiis among people of refinemep+, that you can» 
aétoffer amore grofs affront thair to accufe them of 
the violation Of it.qge 1. ag | a 
*° Of all that has been faid' in admiration of Cato’s: 
charaSer, nothing refle@ts fo great 2 huftre on ‘it as: 
that ftrikittg, though tacit eulogium, beftowed' on. 
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as the accufed perfons have feldom an opportunity: of» 
refuting the change. Thecruel-afperfion is borne on, 
the wings of {candal from circle to circle, nor perhaps: 
veaches the injured party, till the wininid: giver a ‘Te>-) 
putation istoo-deep for. cure. 

Barbatous as fuch a cuftomis, 1. Diet ‘not fay. ove 
greatly. it prevails-in almoft all: companies... Lhave,, 
however, the charity, to believe.it does not always pro- >; 
ceed from malice or envy. Wher noknowledge has? 
been treafured up in the mind—no.ufefal information 
acquired, converfation cannot receive aid from. intels* 
leétyaldtores-—what then, muft.become of. it ?—muft: 
ittlag and filence—dreadful lence reign ?>—No, fome= 
thing maft re-kindle its and when no rational fubject . 
aries, that femething a chull be fcandal.. This, though: 
it may bea palliat‘on of the crime,.is.yetno excule 5. 
forthe wounds given by unmeaning ignorance-are ass 
deep as thofe inflicted by premeditated rancour.. How 
fhameful is it that an REM NER, covert for talk; 
ibe fhovld thus wantonly explore fecret recefles of 
“domeftic. life, and prefume to judge of aGtions, the: 
metives of. which cannot be. {canned by thefe-i ihe 
prattlers!. . 

The mott effectual way to fecure e your!alves from the: 
commiffion of this vice, will be the adorning, your: 
apes with {uch acauifitions. of knowled ies and ufeful. 

elligence, as will enable you to furnt fabjects for~ 
converfation; without defeending: to frivolity or: do: 
traction. But fliould you not. be fo happy-as to poflets: 
thefe defirable refources, Lhope you.will have fo much. 
candour and good-nature as. to be, content’ with being 
accounted a dull and lifelefs companion, rather than: 
indulge an-eagernefs for. tale, at. the. expence.of o- O-- 
ther people’s good name.- 

Detraétion is not only a violation. of ‘the rules. of i ae 
ligion, but is alfo fo impolitic.a crime, asno one who. 

wifhes to be well received in the world would ever 
- commit—for a perfon who is addicted to {candal, isa. 
terror to fociety ; the refpet they receive, refembles: 
_ the homage the Andrans are faid to pay to > thie Devil. 
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rather to evade hismalignity, than proeure his. love. 

And however curiofity may, for a while, liften to an: 
il!-natured anecdote, yet, be affured, the relator is re- 

garded witha fecret difguftby every benevolent per-- 
fon, who naturally expects to meet the fame cenfori- 
eus fate, when opportunity ferves. 

Good policy will therefore corre& a cenforious dif- 
pofition 3 yet, I truft, your reftraint will be derived 
from a: fuperior’ motive, namely, the obligations of 
religion, which forbid tofpeak evil of any, or tojudge 
-uncharitably of another. The confcioufsefs ef hav- 
- ing always obeyed thefe divine injunctions, will afford. 
_the beft confolation, under the pain.you may perhaps 
_ feel from the unjuit afperfions of others-—for fach,, 
probably, you will meet with in your journey of life,,- 

-asnoinnocence can always bea defence from unmerit- 
ed cenfure; and when this chances to be your cafe,. 
you will derive unfpeakable comfort, from the reflec- 
tion of having treated the re peeneroully than: 
-it has treated.you.. Gt . 

>» Whatever you. fay, fhoald be meant for the enter= 
-tainment or inftruction of the company, rather than: 
the gratification of vanity. Many are fomuch actuat- 
ed by felf-love, that they never {peak or act, but to 
_be applauded. Hence arifes.affeation—the moft dif 
pated, quality ia nature. Deliver your fentiments as: 

_ they occur, without affeting more graces in your tone 
or gefture than are your own—thefe, well managed, 
will be: enough to. render you amiable.. All may be a- 
- greeable i jn their natural {phere, but when they inno- 
vate on that of others, the attempt is commonly fruf- 
R tirateds::.‘jeule st 

Above. all, never affect that kind of wit which. ait 
at fevere retorts and repartee—it has generally ill-na- 

‘ % ture for its bafisy and feldom makesa fally but it pro- 

) eures: amenemy, if itdoes not lofe afriend. There is. 

_ nothing init to be admired but the readinefs of thought, 

_ which. gives it birth—but when the quality feems aim~ 

% ed Sone father bist m pale a is Lael contemp- 
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“Tn fine— —fincerity, candour, and ssahrethcoediee 
be the ornaments of your converfation. Politenefs* 
willgivean agreeable faftre to thefe qualities} but’ re- 
are it can never be’ a fubltitute for them. iasizer ind 

moh Ries, are te Recag 
gy ee is. dean iene 2 _ CORNELIAN 

1 OOS 29 > Reais ieee ach MO tet ae et 

: ‘aier + Sgeees oadlitg 
r (LETTER xv pebrsetshe cris. 
im. ore 
€¢ “ATL 2 oat Power divine ‘fave the 
- fornet, and fer ely no un nnecefis y fvocation 5. 
for potitenel, dear girls, is” the ec? satis ise 
pinefs and domieftic peace 5 uF ity 
this ege, to have houfehold gods giv 
it a pre-eminent place amongtt hice m. ae eocarnas 03.6 ve 

I know not. how it bape is Be Bat pe > je em 10 

think, they ares ged to A ope, ecieas 


Ei-as 













fo; for the refined fa 
‘cannot ‘long Rantbav thane it. abe ony t 
domeftic guarrels 2 and difgufts, “weald eae ae omer 
arife, if the Wee were always a as | polite 2s 3 ; 
onate. Bo ao 
a is Polis sis it ety of Fatiion, Seid 
°2 fyftem of rules >i Ne ‘is the divine™ habe - 
‘benevolence, branche re a “thoufand Tit 
and flowing through allthée minutiz ¢ 
Education may improve, “but can never 
muf be founded in the foul, or is never feen in ee per- 
fe&tion. A painter may learn the rules of defign, “and 
“the conpendium of colours ; ; but if hes o fles ‘not ‘the 
“enthuSiafm of the art, his pictures Swill ¢ lifelefs and: 
infipid. 26 ee 2128 SS B Bi< et ee 
‘Politenefs i is that “Tanaies. ifpet 
Nights i in the hap: inefs of others : 
prevents their wants--and fields f 
‘eonvenience. This is the fo rece 
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without it, etiquette dwindles to unmeaning ceremo~ 
By. Me . oh 


“You perceive then, that not only an attention to 
external graces, but a regulation of the difpofition is 
peceflary to conftitute a polite perfoa. Acquire the 
amiable temper 1 have defcribed, aad you will infa!- 
libly pleafe witlrthat native eafe which is thought fo 
requifite to be attained, that the world has fub- 
Aituted in its rgem its wretched refemblance, efiron- 
tery :-—but no more like the amiable original, than 
an ordinary ftatue to the Venus of Medicis. 

_ L have oftenthought, that the beit Chriftian is like- 
ly to be the moft polite perfon. This is an affertion 
you haye not been ufedto hear, yet may well enovgh . 
he warranted by the tenour of the Gofpel precepts, 
which incutcate the being tender of another’s weak- 
nefs—to prefer each other in hoaour—to give re{pect 
where due—with others tothe ike parpofe. Now if 
thefe excellent leifons contain {as L pink w ill be ag 
lowed) the fubftance of what, at this day, is termes 
good breeding, St, Paul muft bea better teacher than — 
my Lord. Cheftertield himfelf, fince he breathes the 
enlivening fpirit, Without which the ceremonial code. 
isa lifelefs fyftem, calculated perhaps to difyuife the 
the heart, but not to add one iota to the real happinefs 
of focial life. ke 
_ Without ceremony believe me your friend, 













CORNELIA. 

. LETTER XV 
OTHING is, more talked of than Religion—no- 
thing lefs underftood—without comprehending 


swhat it really is, the fpirit of bigotry would arrogate 
the whole, norallow of its being without the contract= 
‘ed pale of a particular fect. ni 

*. [have juter notions of religion—fee it as it is—not 
‘a mode of ceremonies, but a divine priaciple infuenc# 
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ing the whole moral condu&} its. fievple, fixed and 
determinate fenfe, is brieily love of God, and good: 
will to mankind. This, dear girl y is the aig! ‘of all 
religion; without it, vain were the oblarions’ of the’ 
Je with Choe thegrait are the cerenionials of the Chri 
tian. $ = Mbt Ik - A. Ten corny 4, Bs ger € eit a 
“The ct Toye of God, 74g an’ exprefiic on that, of late: 
years, hasbeen as grofely abufed as the word religion. 
Sirange as it may appear,’ there have’been thofe, Who 
leading the moft immoral lives, have ftyled themfelves! 
lovers of the God of “purity—whofe tonpues’ could nt! 
ter a pious. ejaculation; while their hands were*com- 
miitting the molt flagitions crimes. But be not deceive! 
éd-—this exalted chataéter belongs nether to bigotry 
ot enthufiafm. Thedove of God 1s nota. ‘paffion, but’ 
z rational principle ; 3 itis thofe fentiments of Feverenee” 
and gratitude, whicly naturally arife in pereroew 
mind when refle ng on one fupreme betleticent pow- 
er, who is the immediate author of all good,” atid the’ 
fountain of all perfection. This conviction is “the pas: 
» Tent of unaffected j piety s ; the foul cannot but adore the’ | 
Being fhe b believes to be’ all-wife, almigh ys and’eters 
ea ;—fhe cannot but love him who isthe fource of un-" 
umbered bleffings ; nor chufe, but dread to” soifehal 
rete whofe nature fhe believes to be Holinefs: “Hence” 
the fource of moral virgue—fin is. avoided, -becaufe dif 
pleafing to the will of the Deity 3. ;. and virtu 
fitions are acquired, becaufe_ agreeablelte a. Powers 
whois able to reward every endeavor to pitale himy- 
with eternal and unfpeakable happinefs. 3 
Sucha ilia] ,rational love, muit be the itefevery! 
mind that is noe jenorant of the “being attributes | 
of God ;—or that has not received from, ir) or fan 
perftition, any miftaken notions ’€ 1. ve 
being difturbed’ bv. the: fpivitua i 
fanatics, remember sthere is am ble” teft? 
which you may know-if you have ia he of God: 
WAT your own heart, ifit ‘feels the favor of the Deity.’ 
above every other confideration’®) Tf it: values this. 
i than i its de arett interefts, anne ee) : 


» 




























I 
- 


Jt LMEN TSior/T AST E. 21 9 








meadyafl rmative puts the queftion ont of all doubt. 
« d hhave been always of opinion, that religion owes 
the, abutes that. have been. put on her, more to the 
weakuei{s than the knavery.of mankind perhaps it 
would. be’no hard -tafk to prove, that all the abfurd 
dostrines, which at this’ day difgrace her in. certain 
fects, originated with perfons, the warmth of whofe 
imagination,..exceeded the {treneth of their under- 
fianding 3. but»waving whatever tends to coatroverfy, 
I fthallonly hint, that the practice of piety has.receiy- 
ed confiderable injury by devotees. of the above-men- 
tioned clafs.. Forgetful.of what was juft. now advanc- 
ed, that religion is not a paffion, but a principle, thefe- 
‘people have made it all confift in incoherent rhapfo- 
dies, and fenfelefs jargon of devout impulfes—holy 
coniolations; and fuch like, which I believe they are 
More indebted for to particular tempers and conttitu- 
‘tion, than any revelation of divine favor. Perfons of 
folid fenfe, have with reafon been difgufted at this af 
fected piety—but the world loves to run into extremes, | 
gad therefore it happens, that becaufe the cant of hy- 
pocrify or {uperftition has been judged injurious to the 
dignity of religion—modern manners difclaim any ac- 
waintancewithheratall oun 
* But be affured, my dear girls, that nothing fo high- 
dy elevates and adornsthe human character, asa fteas 
dy rational piety—noris any thing capable of yielding 
do pure and exalted a happinefs to the foul, as an habit 
‘devotion. No one who has experienced the viciffi- _ 
ude of fublunary things, but muft highly value the 
privilege of pofleiling a friend, that would at all times 
he acceptable—ready to hear the complaints of afflic- 
tion, and.all powerful to relieve them. 4 : 
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‘Such a friend you may enjoy in the Divine Being 5 





of what confequence is it then that you acquire a tafte 
for -t] e exercifes of devotion 3. that you cultivate a 
viend{hip with Heaven, andaccuftom your hearts to 
rith God. . This is an emphatical expreffion of 


















D vid, and gives yon an idea of rational and fincere 


Brayer—which confiits not in formal addreffes, but is 


ting 
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the penuine language of the heart. ‘Such 2 divine in- 
timacy has foxrething in it extreme}y fuitable to the 
noblett fenfations of the foul; and therefore may well 
be fought after asa fource of refined and exquifite feli-_ 
city. Introuble, you will find it ‘more precious than. 
the balm of Gilead—it will fhed aray of facred peace 
when the dark clouds of adverfity obfcure your path—_ 
jn death. But here my pen muft ftop—there can be 
‘no doubt but at that final, that awful period, the di- 
yine attachment breaks forth into a feraphic flame, 


Tam, more than I can fay, © 
Your friend, 


CORNELIA. 
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ry HE generality of people ftyle themfelves Chrifti- 
ans, without underftanding the value or the ne- 
‘ceffity of chriftianity; and perhaps neither the one nor 
the othercan be feenina proper light, without taking” 
a ‘comparative view of the human foul before and after 
the fall. | + | Mi 
It is not for my humble pen to illuftrate the excel-. 

" lency of a fyftem which has God himfelf for its author. 
——nor is it my defign to attempt a talk fo far above my 
abilities : yet that you may not wholly take your reli< 
gion upon traft, 1 would call your attention to what) 
man was/whenfirft created. 
But a little inferior to angels—his reafon'was cleary 
his foul all purity, and his mind all intelligence—tit 
companion for natures wholly fpiritual, and enjoyin. a 
the moft familiar intercourfe with ‘them. — That irate 
~ gqneftion which has fince agitated the fchools of philo-. 
fophy, of what was the chief good of man, was all 
‘apparent tothe firft ofthe human race: be faw per- 
feétly clear, that it coufifted in the entire aflimilatios 
: wt ‘ ¢ i 
if 


Otshis will thatiof the Deit ya ndin'the purfuit found 

» afull unmixed/felicity:’, Bat he was credted with the 
J power of doing otherwife, or where would have been 
~'theamerip of obedience) The duty of free agency, mutt 
« bé far preferableto that which arifesfrom ‘blind necef- 
ots beieeion ylayaeton: Pred sotoie doo how 416 
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i Adem» continued a happy” being as long as his. will 
«Femained confonant’ té that of his Maker but at the 


infant. it deviated therefrom, hé fell from happinefs. 


andperfection: 'The’concifeaefs of the {cripture hifto- 
ry, leaves unthinkino minds in-doubt as to the nature 
of Adam’s tran{oereflion, but undoubtedly it originated 
in the mere defire of doing contrary to the divine com- 
mand ;—he forgot that the Deity was his happinefsy 
and he fought itin his own will)! Ttwas herein he fin- 
 nedj and not fimply by eating the ferbidden fruit, for 
at the very moment Adam became capable of imagining 


- t 


f there might be a good abftraét fromthe favour of God : 


. that momenthefell mt rp vet fee 


The Creator faw at one comprehenfive view, the 
-wniferies which would accrue to mankind, from ‘the 
- voluntary perverfion ofth eintelle€tualand moral pow- 
“fs 3+-then was the {cheme of Chriltianity devifed; as 
. an etfe@ual means of reftoring human nature’ to the 
shappinels and perfection it originally poffefled. The 
. purpofed bleflina was’ gracioufly announced in that 
- prediction, that the pofterity of Eve’ fhould crah the 


ederpent?s held.) 209 tor 


» © The human reafon thus clouded, itis almof fur 
-prifing to refle& by what tapidfteps the world became 


simmerfed in the worft ignorance and vice. Thofe 

who {till retained fome idéa of the Sovereign! Creator, 
vhad recourfe toa vifible fymbol of his Majeftys for 
; their iatellefiual faculties wete too grofs te apprehend 
jal the fym- 
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vernor of the Univerfe to call that:good man from his. 
country and his kindred to ordain him the: father of a 
nation; who being, by numerous and peculiar laws, | 
feparated from,the reft of the world, might preferve, — 
uncorrupt, the knowledge of the Divine Nature. The — 
Bible will convince you how ineffectual, not only thefe — 
laws, but the frequent and fignal manifeftations of Al-_ 
mighty power were to fecure that people from the 
groffeft idolatry, the rights of which were now become 
io terrible to the imagination, that they even burnt 
their children alive, in facrifices to their horrid idols. 
What a piture is here of human nature ! that nature 
which once fo nearly approached the angelic ! Do you 
not begin to fee the neceffity of a Redeemer ? Let us 
purfue the thread of hiftory, and takea fuperficial view | 
of the rhoft celebrated nations which peopled the earth 
before the glorious zra of his appearance. 

The Egyptians were very early efteemed for learn- 
ing, laws and arts—they were a numerous, powerful, 
and wealthy people, but fo groflly idolatrous, that 
they not only worfhipped images, but beafts, infecis, 
and even vegetables. The manufadiures and exten- 
five commerce of Phoenicia, fuppofe fome advance in 
refinement—but national intercourfe in thofe wretched 
times ferved but to promulgate national idolatries. 
Babylon, that mighty feat of empire furpaffed molt o- 
ther nations in the {uperb materials of her Gods.  Af- 
tronomers there obferved the motions of the Heavens, | 
and bowed in adoration to the {plendid hofts that a-_ 
dornedthem. Cyrus, whoereéted the Perfian on the 
ruins of the Babylonifh Monarchy, knew nothing of the © 
Almighty Being, who named him, an age before he . 
had exiftence, as the inftrument of Liberty to his cap-@ 
tive people, Alexander, who in his turn fubverted 
this extenfive empire, could only blend his Grecian 
idols with the Perfian—for dark, deplorably dark, was _ 
every corner of the habitable earth, except the incon=_ 
fiderable land of Judea, where only a few defpifed, en-_ 
feebled tribes, poifeffed the light of facred knowledge. 

| om ae 
% 


. 


RUDIMENTS oy TASTE. 229 


~ What a f{pectacle for the Father of the Univerfe ! 
who produced a world to know him and be happy! 
How much mutt his divine compaflion be excited, on 
contemplating his glorious work in ruins !—to redeem 
it wasaneffort worthy of himfelf. 

We now come to the enlightened ages of Greece 
and Rome—a period when I fancy I fee the human 
foul like a brilliant gem, illuftrious in the duft. What 
noble ftruggles did then the homanreafon make to free 
itfelf from the incumbent load of darknefs and error! 
_ Then lived thofe numerous worthies, whofe names 
are yet precious to pofterity. What greatnefs of foul 
—whata tafte for folid glory—what elevated fenti- 
ments did they not difcover? Yet thefe men, fo far 
fuperior to the reft of their {pecies, acknowled ged a 
multiplicity of Deities, whofe moral characters were 
infinitely inferior to their own, and to whom they 
A{crupled not toafcribeactions which themfelves would 
have blujhed to acknowledge. Every paflion of the hu- 
man mind was perfonified, and deified; ftatues graced 
_ every corner of their ftreets. Yet were there not 
. Wanting fome among them who made bold advances 
in fearch of better information—like be nighted travel- 
lers they followed the moft diftant gleam of light, 
yet ailthey could obtain was doubt and obfcurity. 

At this period, when reafon had done all it could do 
- to regain its native rights and privileses—the Saviour , 
ofthe world appeared, at whofe facred prefence idola- 
try fled, and the knowledge of the one true God began 
toenlighten mankind. They were no longer com- 
pelled to enquire, ‘¢ Where is. God our Maker ?” 
They knew him, and were inftructed in his divine wor- 
fhip. The dotrines whichthe divine Mefliah taught, 
eminently tended to reftore human nature to the recti- 
_ tude and happinefs it had loft—they were calculated 
~ to biarmpidle the paflions—regulate the affections, and 
exalt the foul toa fenfe of her own dignity, by revea}- 
ing, in the cleareft terms, the immortality of her na- 
ture—a point which philofophy had long fought to ex- 
. plorethrough the dim yeil of probable conjecture, 
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A. curfory view of the tenets of Chriftianity is fufi- 
cient to evince, that they. are defigned to eftablith the 
happinefs of mankind even in, the prefent life. . Confi- 


der-the benevolence and charity. they inculcate—the — 
patience, meek nefs, sederation, contempt of worldy 


pleafures and enjoyments, the generous clemency’ to 
cnemies; with the reft of that bright affemblage of 


virtues they enjoin, and you will. confels it'a matter of — 


wonder that the felicity of Edcnis not already reftored 
to tho!e countries where the religion ,of Chrift is pro- 
fefied—and the reafon it is not fo.can be none other, 


than that of the thoufands who daily make profeffion p 


of it, fo few have a. competent knowledge of itsnature 
and defign, Bornin a Chriftian land, they think fuch 


a, {erutiny fuperfluous. Thus they. call themfelvés © 


Chriftians, without,having any thing of the fpirit of 


Chrift,—And thus the human race is {till obnoxious to 
a thoufaud miferies, for want of applying to themfelves 
the cbse dy. which alone could put an ee to moral 
evil. » 

May you, my y dear girls, be effeBually la of 
the ineftimable value of this divine dif patina and. 
think with Dr. Young,. ‘that . 


cA Chriftian is isthe highett file of man.” 


Tig are novirtuous dil itdorieige' generous abe 


_ f{eétions—no truly noble fentiments, that are not com- | 
prized in that fublime character. Poflefs it, my young — 


friends, for no higher. diflin€tion, or 1 mins relia gd 
‘can geet be wifhed you by . ; 


Cag pe : 
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“Letter on the government of the temper. 





Te a Young Lady. 
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By Mrs. Capone. 


ind Great point of importance, to your future happi- 


ne{s, my dear, is what your parents have, doubt- 
lefs, been continually attentive to from your infancy, 
as it isimpoffible to undertake it too early—I mean 
the due regulation of your temper. Though you are 
ina great meafure indebted to their forming hands, for 
whatever is good init, you are fenfible, no doubt, ase- 
very human creature is, of propenfities to fome infirmi- 
ty of temper, which it muftnow be your own care to 
corres and to fubdne; otherwife the pains that have 


“hitherto been taken with you, may all become fruitlefs; 


and when youare your own miftrefs, you may relapfe 
into thofe faults, which were originally in your nature, 
and which willrequire to be deligently watched and 
kept under, through the whole courfe of your life. 

If you confider, that the conftant tenor of the gof- 
pel precepts is to promote love, peace, and good-will 
among men, you will not doubt that the cultivation of) 
an amiable difpofition isa great part of your religious: 
duty; {ince nothing leads more dire¢tly to the breach 
of charity, and to the injury and moleftation of your 
fellow-creatures, than the indulgence of an ill temper. 
Donot, therefore, thinklightly of the offences you may 
commit, for want af a due command over it, or fup- 
pofe yourfelf refponfible for them to your fellow-crea- 


tures only ; but be affsred, you muft give a ftrict ac- 
count of them allto the Supreme Governor of the world, 
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who has made this a great part of your appointed tri- 


al upon earth. 


-A woman, bred up in a religious manner, placed a= 


bove the reach of want, and out of the way of fordid 
and fcandalous vices, can have but few temptations. to: 
the flagrant breach of the divine laws. It particalar- 
ly concerns her, therefore, to underftand them in their 
full import, and to confider, how far fhe trefpaffes a- 
gain{t them, by fuch actions as appear trivial, whew 
compared with murder, adultery, andtheft, but which: 
become of very great importance, by being frequently» 
repeated, and. occurring in the daily trapfactions of 
Tite al ss irra ve. ark: st ds 
The principal virtues or vices of a woman muft be 
of a private and domeftic kind, Within the circle of 
her own family and dependants lies her {phere of ac~ 
tion——the fcene of almoft. all thofe tafks and trials, 
which muft determine her charddter, and herfate here, 
aud hereafter. Refleé, for a moment, how much the 
happineds of her hufband,.children, and fervants, muft 
depend on her temper ;. and you.will fee that the great- 
eft good, or evil, which fhe ever may have in her 
power to do, may rife from her corre¢ting or indulging 
its, infirmities. Fy Pee OLE ara a My 
Though I wifh the principle of duty towards God to 
be your ruling motive in the exercife of every virtue, 
yet, as human nature {tands in. need of all poflible helps, 
_ let-us not forget how effentialit isto prefent happinets, 
and to the enjoyment of this life, to.cultivate fuch a 
temper as is likewife indifpenfably requifite to the at= 
tainment of higher felicity in the life to come. - a he 
greateft outward bleflings cannot afford enjoyment to 
a mind ruffled andunealy within. itfelf. A fit of ill- 
humour will fpoil the fineft entertainment, and, is as: 
reala torment as the moft painful difeafe. Another 
unavoidable confequence of ill-temper is, the diflike and 
averfion.of all who are witnefles to it, and, perhaps, 
the deepand lafting refentment of thofe, who fuller 


from its effets. We all, from focial or felf-love, earn~— 


eftly defire the efleem and affection of our fellow -crea~ 
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tures ; and, indeed, our condition makes them fo nes 
ceflary to us, that the wretch, who has forfeited them, 
muft feel defolate andundone, deprived of all the belt 
- enjoyments and comforts the: world can afford, and 
given up to his inward mifery, unpitied and {corned 
But this can never be the fate of a good natured per- 
fon ; whatever faults he may have, they will general- 
ly be treated with lenity; he will find an advocate in. 
every humane heart ; his errors will be lamented ra- 
ther than abhorred ; and his virtues will be wiewed in 
the faireft point of light. His good) humour, with- 
out the help of great talents or acquirements, will 
make hiscompany preferable to that of the moft brilli- 


ant genius, in whom this qualityis wanting. In fhort, 


itis almoft impoffible that you can be fincerely beloy= 
ed by any body, without this engaging property, what- 
ever other excellencies you may poflefs. But with tty. 
you will {carcely fail of finding fome friends and favour- 
ers, even though you fhould be deftitute of almoft eve- 
ry other advantage. he j i 

Perhaps you will fay, ‘‘ all this is very true, but 
our tempers are not in our own power—we are made 
with different difpofitions, and, if mine is not amiable,. 
it israther my unhappinefs than my fault.”” This, my 
dear, is commonly faid by thofe who will not, take 
thetrouble-to correct themfelves.. Yet be aflured, it 
is a delufion, and will not avail in our juftification be- 
fore him, ** who knoweth whereof we are made,”’ and 
of what we arecapable. Itis true, we are not all e- 
qually happy in our difpofitions. But human virtue con- 
fifts, in cherifhing and cultivating every good inclina~ 
tion, and in checking and fubduing every propenfity to 
evil. If you had been born with a bad temper, it 
might have been made a good one, at leaft, with re- 
gard to its outward effects, by education, reafon and 
principle; and, thongh you are fo happy as to nave a 
good one while young, do not fuppote it will always 
continue fo, if you neglect to niaimtain a proper com- 
mand over it. . Power, ficknefs, dilappointments or 
worldly: cares, may corrupt and embitter the fineft dif; 
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pofition, if they are not counteradted by. reafon, and, 


religion, 5 oe 


“It is obferved, that every. temper is inclined, im — 


fome degree, either to paflion, peevifhnefs, or obftina= 
cy. > Many are fo unfortunate as tobe inclined:to cach 
of the three in turn; it is neceflary,, therefore, te 
watch the bent of our nature, and to apply the reme- 
dies proper for the infirmity, to which we are moft 
liable. With regard to the firft, it is fo injurions to 
fociety, and fo odious initfelf, efpecially in the female 
character, that one would think fhame alone would be. 
fufficient to preferve a young woman from giving way 
to it; for itis asunbecoming her character to be be~ 
trayed into ill behaviour by paffion as by intoxication s 
and fhe ought tobe afhamed of the one, as much as of 
the other, Gentlenefs, meeknefs, and patience, are, 
her peculiar diftin@tions; and an enraged woman is 
one of the moft difgufting fights in nature: tegen. 
It is plain, from experience, that the moft paffiony 
ate people can command themfelves, whea they have 
a motive fufficiently ftrong—fuch as the prefence of. 
thofe they fear, or to whom they particularly defire to 
recommend themfelves. It is therefore no excufe to 


perfons, whom you have injured by unkind reproaches, 


and unjuft afperfions, to tell them you wore in a pa flion, 
The allowing yourfelf to {peak to them in a pailion, 
is a proof of an infolent difrefpect, which the meaneft 
of your fellow-creatures would have a right to refent, 
When once you find yourfelf heated fo far, as to defire 
to fay what you know would be provoking and wound- 
ing to another, you fhould immediately reiolye either 
to be filent or to quit the room, rather than give ut- 
terance to any thing dictated. by fo bad an inclination, 
Be affured, you are then unfit to reafon or to reptove, 
or to hear reafon from others. It is therefore your 


part to retire from fuch an occafion of fin 3 and wait — 


till you are cool, before you prefume to judge of what © 


has pafled. By accuftoming .yourfelf thus to conquer 


q 
> 
; 


and difappoint your anger, you will, by degrees, find © 


it grow weak and manageable, fo as to leave your 


OF tax TEMPER. . © 229 | 


reafon at liberty. You willbe able to reftrain your 


tongue from evil, and your looks and ¢eftures from 
all-expreflions of violence and ill-will, Pride, which 





Provocation, you ought to maintain your own dignity. 
But, in order to dothis, while you fhow a fenfe of their 
improper behaviour you muft preferve calmnefs and 
€ven good breeding—and thereby convincethem of the 
impotence, as well as injuftice of their’malice. You 


mui{talfo weiglevery circumftance with ‘candourand 


charity, and ‘confider whether your thowing the ‘res 


fentment deferved, may not produce ill confequences, 


to innocent perfons—asisalmoft always the'cafe in fas 
mily quarrels—and» whether itmay not occafron'the 
breach offome duty, or neceffary confection, to which 
“you ought to facrificeeven pba 


, uftrefentments. “At 
bove all things, take care that ‘a particular offence to 


you, does not make you unjuft to the general character 


of the offending perfon. Generous anger ‘does not 
_preclude efteem for ‘what is really eftimable, nordoés 

it deftroy good will'to the perfon of its object 5 it éven 
‘infpires the defire of overcoming him by bénefits, and 
wifhes to inflic&: no other punifament, than the regret 

of having injuredone, ‘who deferved his kindnefs. “It 
isalways placable, andready to be reconciled, as foon 
‘as the offender is convinced of his error 3 “nor can‘atiy 
Anbfequent injury provoke it to recar to palt difobliga- 


‘tions, which’had been once'forpiven. But it isperhaps. 


unneceilary to give rules for this cafe.—T he coniciouls. 
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nefs of injured “innocence naturally produces dignity, » 
and ufually prevents:excefs of anger. Our paflion — 
is moftunruly, when we are con{cious of blame, and ~ 
when we apprehend that we have laid outfelves open — 
tocontempt. Where we know we have been wrong, 
the leaft injuftice inthe degree of blame! imputed to 
us, excites our bittereft refentment ; but, where we 
know ourfelves faultlefs, the fharpeft accufation excites 
pity or contempt, rather than rage. Whenever, there- 
fore, you feel yourfelf very angry, fufpect yourfelf 
to be in the wrong, and refolve to ftand the decifion 


of your own contcience before you caft upon anether 


the punifhment, whichis perhaps due to yourfelf. This 
felf-examination will at leaft give you time to cool, 
and, if you are juft, will difpofe you to balance your 
own wrong with that of your antagonift, and to fettle 
the account With him on equal terms. , | 
Peevithnefs, though not fo violent, and fatal in its 
immediate effects, is {ll more unamiable than paffion, 
and, if poflible, more deftruive of happinefs, in as 
much as it operates more continually. Though the 
fretful man injures us lefs, he difgufts us more than 
the paflionate one—becaufe he betrays.a low and lit- 
tle mind, intent on trifles, and engroffed by paltry felf- 
love, which knows not how to bear the very appre- 
henfion of any inconveniences. It is felf-love, then, 
which we muft combat, when we find ourfelves aflault- 
ed by this infirmity ;’and by voluntary enduring incon- 
veniencies, we fhall habituate ourfelves to bear them 
witheafeand good humour when gccafioned by othere. 
Perhaps this is the beft kind of Misious mortification, _ 
as the chief end of denying ourfelyes any innocent in-> 
dulgences mutt be, to acquire a habit of command over 
our paflions and inclinations, particularly fuch as are” 
likely to lead us into evil. Another method of con-— 
quering this enemy, is, to abftract our minds from” 
that attention to trifling circumftances, which ufually 
creates this uneafinefs. Thofe who are engaged in high | 
and important purfuits, are very little affected by {mall — 
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inconvenienciess) The man, whofe head is full of 
ftudious thought, or whofe heart is full of care, will 
eat his dinner without knowing whether it was well 
orill dreffed,’ or whether it was ferved. punctually at 
the hour or not; and though abfence from the com- 
mon things of life is far from defirable—efpecially ina 
woman—yet too, minute and anxious an attention to 
thenr feldom fails to produce a teazing, mean, and 
fretful difpofition. I would, therefore, with your mind 
to have always fome objects in puriuit worthy of it, 
that it may not be engrofled by fuch as are in them- 
felves fcarce wortha moment’s anxiety. It is chiefly 
inthe decline of life, whenamufements fail, and when - 
the moreimportunate paflions fubfide, that this in- 
firmity is obferved to grow upon us—and perhaps it 
will {eldom fail to do fo, unlefs carefully watched and 
counteracted by reafon. We muftthen endeavour to 
 fubftitute fome purfuits in place of thofe, which can 
only engage us in the beginning of our courfe. The 
_-purfuitof glory and happine(s in another life, by every 
| Means of improving and exalting our own minds, be- 
- comes more and more interefting tous, the nearer we 
_ draw to the ewd of all fablunary enjoyments. Read- 
ing, refiection, rational converfation, and, above all, 
_converfing with God, by prayer and meditation, may 
-preferve us from taking that anxious intereft in the 
_ little comforts and convenienciesof our remaining days, 
which ufually gives birth to fo much fretfulnefs in old 
people. But though the aged and infirm are moftlia-_ 
ble to this evil—and they alone are to be pitied for it — 
—yet we fometimes fee the young, the healthy, and 
thofe who enjoy moft outward bleflings, inexcufably 
guilty of it... The {malleft difappointment in plea- 
fure, or difficulty in the moft trifling employment, will 
put wilful young people out of temper, and their ve- 
ary amufements frequently become fources of vexation 
and peevithnefs. How often have I feen a girl, pre- 
paring fora bali, or for fome other public appearance 
_ —unable to fatisfy her own vanity—fret over every | 
ornament fhe put on, quarrel withher maid, with he« 
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clothes, her hair 5 and growing fill more mnlovely as _ 
fhe grew morecrofs, beready tofight with her looking: | 
glafs, for not making her as handiome ashe wifhed to 
be! She did not contider thatthe traces of this: ill-bus 
mour on her countenance would bea greater difadvan- 
tage to her appearance than any defeét in her deefs— 
or even than the plaineft features enlivened,by joy and: 
good. humour. “Phere is a degree of refignation necef- 


dary even to the enjoyment of pleafure; we muft be 


ready and willing to give up fome: part of.what we 
could wilh for, before we can enjoy that which is in- 
dulged to us.. I have no doubt, that fhe, who frets all 
the while fhe is drefling for anaflembly, will fuffer fill 
greater uneafinefs when fhe is there. The famecray- 
ing, reftleis vanity, will there endure a thoufand mor- 
tincations, whichgin the midi of feeming pleafure, 
will-fecretly corrode her heart; whilft the meek and - 
humble, generally find more gratification than they 
expected, and return home, pleated andenlivened from 


every fcene of amufement, though they could have 


ftaid away from it with perfect eale and contentment. 

Sullennefs, or obftinacy, is perhaps a worle fault of 
temper than either of the former—and, if indulged, 
may endin the moft fatal extremes of {tubborn melan- 
choly, malice andrevenge. The refentment which, 
inftead of being expreffed, is nurfedin fecret, and con- 
tinually aggravated by the imagination, will, in time, 


- 


become the ruling paffion ; and then, how horrible 


-muft be his cafe, whofe kindand pleafurable affections _ 


are allfwallowedup by the tormenting, as wellas de- 

teflable fentiments of hatred and revenge P—*+ * Ad-_ 
monifh thy friend, peradventure he hath rot done it ;_ 
or, if he hath, that he doitno more.—Admonifh thy 
friend, peradventure he hath not faid it; or, if he hath, - 
that he {peak it not again.?’—Brood not over a fenti- ; 
ment which perhaps wasatfirftill grounded, and which 


is undoubtedly hightened. by a heated imagination. 4 
But, when you have firft fubd 


ved your own temper, 
die 2 be Get ee 
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fo'as to be able to fpeak calmly, reafenably, and kind- 
ly, then expoftulate with the perfon you fuppofe to 
be in fault——hear what the has to fay ; and either re- 
eoncile yourfelf te her, or quiet your mind under the 
injury, by the principle of chriftian charity. But if 
it thould appear that you yeurfelf have been mot to 
blame, orif you have been in an error, acknowledge 
‘it fairly and handfomely ; if you feel anyreluctance to _ 
‘do fo, be certain'that it arifes from pride, to conquer 
~which is an abfolute duty— A foft anfwerturneth a- 
way wrath;” and a generous confeflion oftentimes 
more than atones for the fault which requires it. Truth 
‘and juftice demand that we should acknowledge con- 
~viction, as foon as we feel it, and not maintain an er- 
roneous opinion, or juftify a wrong conduct, merely 
‘for the falfe fhame of confefling our paftignorance. A 
falfe fhame it undoubtedly is, and as impolitic as un- 
jaf; fince your error is already feen by’thofe who en- 
deavour to fet youright. But your conviction, and the 
‘candour and ednerothy-of owningit freely, may {till be 
an honour to you, and would greatly recommend you 
‘to the perfon with whom yeu difputed. With a dif 
pofition ftrongly inclined to fullennefs or obRinacy, 
this muft be a very painful exertion: and, to makea 
perfect conquelt over yourfelf, may, at once, perhaps, 
appear impracticable, while the zeal offelf-juftification, 
aad the abhorrence of blame, are {trong upon you. 
But, if you are fo unhappy asto yield te your infirmity, 
at onetime, do not let this difcourage you from re-. 
newing your efforts. Your mind will gain ftrength 
from the contefts and your internal enemy will, by 
destees, be forced to give ground. Re ‘not afraid to 
revive 'the fubje€t, as {oon‘as you find yourfelf able to 
fabdue your temper; and then frankly lay open the 
confi you fultained at the time ; by this you will 
make allthe amends in your power for your fault, and 
willcertainly change the difguit, you have given, at 
leaft into pity, if not admiration. Nothing is more 
endearing than fuch a confeflion—and you will find 
ns? 
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fuch a fatisfaction in your own confcioufnefs, andin the 
renewed tendernefs and efteem you will gain from the 
perfon concerned, that your tafk for the future will 
be made more eafy, and your reluctance to be-convinc- 
ed, will, on every occafion, grow lefsand lefs. 
The love of truth, and a real defire of improve. 
ment, ought. to tes only motives of argumentas 
tion.. And, where thefe are fincere, no difficulty can. 
~ be made of embracing the truth, as feon as it. is per- 
ceived. But, in fact, people oftener di{pute from va- 
nity and pride, which make it a grievous mortification: 
to allow.that we are the wifer for what. we, have 
heard from another. To receive advice, reproof, and: 
inftruction, properly, is the fureit ion of a fincere+ 
aad humble heart—and fhows a greatnefs: of mind,: 
which commands our, refpedt and reverence, while it 
appears (o willingly to yield to us the fuperiority.. 
Obferve, notwithftanding, that Ido not with youto 
hear of your faults without pain $ fuch an indifference, 
would aflord fmall hopes of amendment.. Shame,and. 
remorfe are the fir{t fteps to true repentance 3 yet we: 
fhould be willing to bear this pain, and thankful to the: 
kind hand that inflicts it for our good. Nor muft we, 
by fullen filence under it, leave our kind phyfician in- 
doubt, whether the.operation has taken effect-or not, - 
or whether it has not added another malady, inftead: 
of curing the firft. You muft confider, that thofe who, 
tell you of your faults, if they do it from motives of: 
kindnefs and not of malice, exert their friendfhip in a 
painful office, which muft have coft them as great an 
effort, as it can be to youtoacknowledge the fervices - 
and, if you refufe this encouragement, you cannot 
expect that any one, who is not abfolutely ,obliged to 
it by duty, will, a fecond time, undertake fuch an il . 
requited trouble... What.a-lofs would this be to your- . 
felf !—how difficult would be our progrefs to that de-. 
gree of perfection, whichis neceflary to ourihappinefs, | 
was it not for the affliftance we receive from each o-) 
ther !—this certainly is one of the means of grace. 
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held out tous by our merciful judge, and, if we reject 
it, we are anfwerable for all the mifcarriages we may 
fall into for want of it. ' 

I know not, whether that {trange caprice, that in- 
equality of tafte and behaviour, {6 commonly atribut- 
ed to ourfex, may properly be called a fault of temper 
as it feems net to be connected With, or arifing from 
- our animal frame, but to be rather the fruit ofour own 
felf-indulgence, degenerating Wby deerees into fuch a 
wantonnels of will, as knows not how to pleafe itfelf. 


When, inftead of regulating our actions by reafon and 
principle, we fuffer ourfelves to be guided by every 
flight and momentary impulfe of inclination, we fial!, 
doubtlefs, appear fo variable and inconftant, that no. 
body can guefs, hy our behaviour: to-day, what may 
be expected from us to-morrow 3 nor can we ourfelves. 
tell whether what we delighted in a week azo, will 
now ailordus the leaft degree of pleafure. “It is ins 
vain for others to attempt to pleafe us—Nve cannot 
pleafe’ ourfelves, though all we could wifh. for waits 
our-choice ; and thus does a capricious woman become,” 
“fick of herfelf, through very felfififie(s: And. when? 
this is the cafe, it is ealy to judge how fick others mutt ) 
be ofher, and how contemptible and difguiting fhe mutt 
appear. This wretched flate isthe faa} confequence 
of power and flattery. Way my dear child never meet 
with the temptation of that excefivé “a nd iit judged 
indulgence froma hufband, which Me has happily ef- 
capedfronrher parents, which feldom fails to veduce. 
women to-the miferable condition of a humoured child, 
always unhappy from having nohedy’s will to Rudy 
butitrsown ! The infolence of fach demands for yvour- 
felfy and fuch difvegard to the choice and incHnations: 
of-others, can feldom failto maks you as many” ené- 
_ mies as theyeare perfons obliged to bear with your ha- 
-mours 3; whiltta compliant, reafonable, and content- 
ed difpofition would render you happy in yourfely, © 
and beloved by all your companions—particularly by * 
thofe, whovlive conflantly with you; and, of what 
confequence this is to your happine{s, a moment’s re- 
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flection willconvince you. Family friendfiipsare the 
friendfhips made for us, if 1 may fofpeak, by God him- 
fclf. With the kindeft intettions, he has knit thebands 
of family love, by indiipenfable duties; and-wretched. 
are they, who have burft them afunder by violence and 
Ul-will, or worn them out by cenftant little difobliga- 
tions, and by the want of. that attention. to plesidy 
which the prelence of a ftranger always infpires, but 
which is fo often fhamefully neglected towards: thofe,. 
whonr it is moft our duty and intereft to pleafe.. May: 
you, my.dear,, be wife enough to fee that every facul-. 
ty of entertainment, every engaging qualification, 
which you poffels is exerted to the beft advantage for 
thofe, whofé love is- of moft importance to you--forr 
thofe who live under the. fame roof, and with whom: 
you are connected for- life, either by theties of bloods, 
or by the fill faore facred obligations of a voluntary en- 
agement. . 
To make you the delight and darling of your family,. 
fomething more is. required than barely to be exempt 
fromili temper and troublefome humours. The fin- 
cere and genuine {miles of complacency and love anult 
adorn your countenance. That. ready eompliancey, 
that-alertnefs to affift and oblige, which demonftrates. 
true affection, muft animate your behaviour, and en-. 
dear your moft common actions,.. Politenefs muft ac-- 
company your greateft familiarities, and reftrain you 
from every thing that is really offenfive, or whichcan_ 
give a moment’s. unneceffary pain. Converfation,. 
which is fo apt to grow dull and infipid im farnilies, . 
nay, in fome to be almoft wholly laid afide, mult be. 
cultivated with the franknefs and opennefs of friend- 
fhip, and by the mutual communication of whatever. 
may conduce.to the improvement or innocent -enter<. 
tainment of each other. 
Reading, whether-apart or it common, will furnifhy 


ufeful and pleating fubjects 5 and the {prightlinefs of ; 


youth will naturally infpire.harmlefs mirth and native 
humour, if encouraged by a mutualdefire of divert- 
ing eaclvother, and by making the hours pafs.agreea-. 
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bly in your own houfe: every amufement that offers 
will be heightened by the participation of thefe dear 
companions, and by talking over every incident toge-° 
. ther and. every object of pleafure. Hf you, have any 
acquired talent of entertainment, fuch as mufic, paint~ 
ing, or the like, your own family are'thole before) 
wh»m you fhould moft with to excel, and for whom, 
you fhould always be ready to exert yourfelf; not fuf- 
fering the accomplifhments: which you have gained, 
perhaps by their) means, and at their. expenfe, ta liey 
dormant, till the arrival of aftranger.gives you {pirit : 
ip the performance. Where this en athe. caley you 
may be fure vanity is the only motive of the exertion. 
A ftranger will praife you more, » Bnet how little fen- | 
fibility has that heart, whichis. not more. gratified by 
the filent pleafure painted on the countenance of a par~. 
tial parent, or of anatiectionate brother, than by the 
empty compliments of a vifitor, who is perhaps in- 
wardly more. difpofed to criticife and ridicule than to» 
admire you! os 
I have been longer in this letter than Tintended 3 yet 
it is with difficulty can quit the :fisbjeci, becaufe E 
phinlage is feldom fuffiriently infifted on, either in books. 
or in fermons—and beeaufe there are many perfons. 
weakenough, to believe themfelves in a fafe and in- 
nocent courfe of life, while they are daily. harrafling 
every body about them by their vexatious humours. 
‘But you will, I hope, conftantly bear in mind that 
youcan never treat a fellow creature unkindly, with- 
out offending the kind: Creator and Father of all,—and 
that you can no way render yourfelf fo acceptable to 
him, as by itudying to: promote the happinefs of others, 
in every inflancey {mall as well as great—The favour 
of God, andthe love of your companions, will furely 
_ be deemed rewards fufficient to animate your moft fer- 
vent endeavours; yet this is notall. The difpofition 
- ef mind, which I would recommend, is its own re- 
ward, and isin itfelf effential tohappinefs. Cultivate 
_ it, therefore, my dear Beds with your utmoft dilix. 
: 5 he Ga 
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gence—-and watch the fymtoms of ill-temper; as they ’ 
rife, witha firm refolution, to conquer them; before - 
they are even-perceived by Nanay lansacaty Ineve- 

ry fuch inward conflict, callupon your Maker toaffift the - 


feeble nature he hath given-you—-and facrifice to Him » 


every feeling that. would tempt you: to difobedience. 
So will you at length attain that true chriftian meeknefs, - 
which is bleffed in the fight of God. and man. “which 
**.-has. the promife of this lifey as well as» of that 
which is to¢ome.’”’ Then will you pity, in others, . 
thofe infirmities, which youhave comeeaiela ‘in-your- 

felf; and . will think. yourfelf as» much bound -to affift, . 
by your patience and gentlenefs, thofe whoare fo un-. 
happy asto be under the dominion of evil paffionsy. as». 
you are to..impart a fare of your: riches. to.the poor’ 
and miferahle, ue 
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HE hurry and impettinence of geceiving and: 

| paying vifits on account of your marriage, being 
now over, you are beginning to enter into a courle of! 
life, where you will want much advice to divert you: 
from falling into many errors, fopperies, and follies, . 
to which your fex is fubje@.. Ihave always borne’an : 
entire friendfhip for your father and mother: ‘and the - 
perfon they have chofen for your hufband, hath been, . 
for fome years paft, my particular favourite. Ishave- 
long wifhed you might come together ; becaufe I hop-~ 
ed, that from the. goodnefs of your difpofition, and- 
by following the counfel of wife friends, you might, . 
in time, make yourfelf worthy of. him. Your.parente: 
were fo far in the right; that they didnot produce you: 
much into the world, whereby yous avoided. many’ 
wrong fleps, which others have taken, and have few=- 
er ill impreffions to beremoved.. But they failed, as 
itis generally the cafe, in too much neglecting to cul-- 
tivate your mind; without which it is impoflible to- 
acquire or preferve the friendflip, and efteem of a wife 
man; who: foon grows weary of acting the lover, and: 
treating: his wife likea miftrefs,. but wantsa reafonable: 
companion, and a true friend, threagh every ftage of 
his life.. It mutt be, therefore, your bufinefs to qualify: 
yourfelf for thofe offices; wherein I. will not fail to» 
be your director, as long’as I thall think you deferve- 
it, by letting you know how you are.to act, and what: 
youafetoavoid: i 
"And beware of defpifing ot neglecting my inftruc-. 
tions, whereon will depend not only your. making a: 
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good-fisure in the world, but your own real cape nels 
as well as that of the perfor who ought to be the dear- 
eft to you. pth J ae ; fa 
I muft, therefore, defire eat the firft place; to 
be very flow in changing the mode/i behaviour of a vir- 
gin: It is ufual in young wives, before they have been 
many weeks married, to affume a bold, forward look 
and manner of talking, asif they intended to fignify, 
inall companies, that they were no longer girls, and 
confequeotly that their whole demeanor, before they 
got a bulbar ys all but a. countenance , and con- 
firaint upon their natures; whereas, 1 fuppofe if the 
votes of wife men were. gathered, a very great ma- 
jority would be in favour of thofe ladies, who, after 
they were entered into that flate, rather chofe to dou- 
blé their portion of modefty and refervednels. . oy 
I muft likewife warn. you -ftridtly againft the leaff 
degree of fonduefs to-your hufband,  betore.any. witnefs 
whatfoever, eveu before your neareft relations, or the 
very maids of | your chamber. . This proceeding is fo 
exceeding odious and difouftful to all who have either 
good breeding or good fenfe, that they aflign two very 
unamiable reafonsfor it: theone is. grofs hypecrify s 
and the uther.hastoobad a name to mention... Hf there 
is any difference to-be made, your hufbandis the loweft 
perfon in company, cither, at home or abroad; and 
every gentleman prefent has better.claim to all marks 
-of civility and. diftin@tion from . you. Conceal 
your efteem and Jove in your own. breaft, and_referve: 
your kind looks and language for private hours, which 
are fo many in the four and twenty, that they will af- 
ford time toemploy,a paffion as exalted as-any that 
was ever defcribed.in a french romance... pT or 


Upon this head, L fhould likewife advife you to dit-. 
‘ferin practice from thofe ladies who affect abundance: 
of uneafine/s while their, hufbands are abroad—ftart 

-gwith’every knock at the door-—and_ ring the hell in- 
ecflantly for the fervants, to let in their mafter 3 will 

-moteat.a bitat dinnerr fupper, if the hufband hap- 

_penstofiay out 5 and receiye. him at his return, with | 


- 
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ficha medley of chiding. and kindnefs, and catechif.- 
ing him where he has been, thata fhrew from Billing /-- 
gate would, be a more eafy, and:-cligible: compani- 
Of 20. bi cujaaen Rhein 

Of the fame leaven are thofe wives, whe} when 
their huibands are gone a journey; muft. havea letter 
every poft, upon-pain of fits. and hyiterics , and a day 
muft.be fixed for their return home, without the leafy 
allowance for bufinefs, or fisknefs, or accidents, or- 
Weather: upon which, Lk can only fay, that in my: 
‘ebfervation, thefe ladies. who are apt to make. the 
greateft clutter on {uch oceafions, would liberally have: 
paid a meflenger for bringing them news, that their 
kufbands.had broken their necks on the road: 

You will perhaps be offended, when Ladvife you'to» 
abate a little of that violent paflion. for jie: clothes, fo. 
predominant in your fex. Itis a little hard, that 
eurs, for whoie fake you wear them, are not admit- 
ted to be of your Council. I may venture to affure- 
you, that we. will make an abatement at any time of 
four pounds a yard, in a brocade, if the ladies will. 
but allow afuitable addition of care in the clean/ine/s 
and fweetness of their perfons, For the fatiricai*part~ 
of mankind will néeds believe, that it is not impofible, 
to bevery fise and very filthy aitd that the capacities. 
‘of a lady are fometimes apt to falk fhort: in cultivating: 
cleanlinefs and finery together. 1. fhall only add, up-. 
on fo.tender a fubject, Wii a pleafant gentleman faid: 
concerning-2. filly. women: of quality; that nothing: 
could make: her fupportable but cutting off her-head-s. 
for his. ears were offended by her toague, and-his nofe, 
by her heit-and*teeth. 

Lam wholly ata lofs how toadvifé yowin the choice. 
of company, which, howevery, isa point of as great: 
importance, as any, in your life. if your general: 
acquaintance be among ladies, who» are. your. equals 
or fuperiors, provided they have nothing of what 1s, 
‘commonly. called an ill reputation, you. think you are. 
fafe; and this, inthe ftile of the world, will pafsfor: 
good company. Whereas Lam afraid, it will be bards 
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for you to pick out one female. acquaintance: in this. 
town, from whom you will not be in manifeft danger 
of contracting fome foppery, atfeAation, vanity, fol- 
ly orvice. Your only fafe way of converling with 
theni is, by a firm'refolution to proceed, in, your prac- 
tice and behaviour, directly céntrary to nee vi they 
fhould fayand do; and thisI take to bea good, gene- 
ralrule, with very few exceptions. - For inflancet in 
the dogtrines they ufually deliver to young. married 
women for managing their hut bands—theirfeveral ac- 
counts of their own conduct ia that particular, to re- 
commend it’ to your imitation—the reflexions they 
make’ upon others ‘of their fex for acting, differently — 
their d lire€ijons how to come off with viétory upon any. 
difpute or quarrel you may have with mors hufband— 
the arts, by which you may difcover and practife up- 
onhis weak fide—when to work by hc dah and infi- 
nuation—when to melt him with stears,. and w hen to 
engage witha high hand. In thefe, and a thoufand 
other cafes, it will: be prudent to retainias many of 
their leftures In- your memory as you can, and then 
determine to aét in full eppofition to them all. . 

_ Lhope your hufband .will interpofe his authority to 
Hike you in the trade of vifiting; half.a dozen fools, 
are, in all confcienée, as many as you fhouldrequire ; 
and it will be fuficient fon you tofee themtwicea year. 
For I think the fafhion does ne matt, that vifits: fhould: 
be paid to friends. ek ae: 

d advife that your dompany at home fhould confitt 
of men, rather than:women.. To fay the truth, L 
never vet’ knew a’ tolerable women to be fond of her 
own fex. Iconfefs, when both are mixed and well 
chofen, and put their beft'qualities forward, there may 
be an intereourfe of ‘civility and eat wills whieh, 
with the addition of fomig degree of fenfe, can make 
conver{ation or any amufement aer j sable. But a knot: 
of ladies, got together by themfelves, is avery fchook 
of impertinence and detra‘tion, andit is well a thofe: 
be the worft. , Py 
Let: poe men “acquaintance ie of your. 
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choice, and not:reeommendedto you by any fhe-com- 
panions; becaufethey willcertainly fixa coxcomb up-. 
on you; and it will coft you fome time and pains be- 
fore you can arrive-at the knowledge of diftinguifhing 
fuch avone from a man of fenfe. at ang 

_ Never take a favourite waiting-maid into your cabi- 
net-council, to entertain you with hiftories of thofe la- 
dies whom fhe hath formerly ferved, of their diverfi- © 
onsand their drefles; to infinuate how great a fortune 
you brought, arid how little you are allowed to fquan- 
dex; to appeal to-her from your hufband, and to be 
determined by her judgment, becaufe you are fure it 
will be alwaysfor yous; toreceive-and difcard fervants 
by her approbation or diflike ; to engage you, by:her . 
infinuations, into: shiinnee toda with your beft . 
friends; to reprefent all things in falfe colours, and — 
to bethe commonemiflary of {candal, a ee 

, Butthe grand affair of your life will be to gain and 
preferve the friendfhip and efteem of your hu/band, 
You are married to a manof good education and learn- 
ne, of an-excellent underftanding, and an exact tafte. 
it is true,:andit is happy for you,: that thefe qualities 
n him are adorned with great modefty, a moft amiable 
aveethefs of temper, and an unufual difpofition to fo- 
sriety.and virtue. But neither good-nature nor virtue _ 
will faffer him to. efteem you againit his judgment 3 and 
hough he is not capaho ufing you ill, yet you will — 
ntime grow a thing indifferent, and perhaps, contemp- 
ible, unlefs: you can fupply the lofs of youth and 
yeauty, with more durable qualities. You have avery 
ew yearsto be young and handfome inthe eyes of the 
world; andas few months to be foin the eyes of a huf- 
jand who isnot fool 3 forI hopé youdo not ftilldream 
ff. charms and raptures, which marriage. ever did, 
ind ever will, puta fudden end to. Befides your’s 
wasa match of prudence and common good-liking, 
without any mixture of that ridiculous eaten which 
has no being but in play-books and romances. 

. You mutt therefore ufe all endeavours to attain to 
fome degree of thofe accompifhments which your 


aed 


Ses 


‘room where both fexes meet, if 
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hufband moft values in other people, and for which he 
is moft valued himfelf. You muft improve your mind, 
‘by clofely purfuing fuch amethedof ftudy as 1 fhall di- 
ret or approve of. You mult get a collection of hifto- 
ry and travels, which 1 will recommend to you, ‘and 
{pend fome hours every day in reading them, and 
making extracts from them, if your memory be weak. 


» You mutt invite perfons of knowledge and underftand- 


ing to am acquaintance with yeu, by whofe converfa- 
tion you may learn to correct your tafte andjudgment ; 
and when you can bring yourfelf to comprehend.and 
relifh the good fenfe of others, you will atrive in 
time tothink rightly yourfelf, and to become a reafon- 
ble andagreeable companion, ‘This muft produce, ix 


_ your hufband, a true, rational love and efteem for you, 


which oldage will not diminifh. He will have regard 
for your judgment and opinion in matters of the great- 
éf weight: you willbe able to.entertain each othet 
Without athird perfon to relieve you by finding -dif- 


-<ourfe, The endowments of?your mind will even 


make your perfon moreagreeable to him; and wheu 
youare alone, your time will not lie heavy upon your 
hands, for want of fome trifling amufement. 

As little refpect as 1 have for the generality of your 
fex, it hath fometimes moved me with pity, to fee 
thelady of the houfe forced to withdraw immediate- 


dy after dinner, and this in families where there is not 
_ much drinking; es if it were an eftablifhed maxim, 


that women are incapable of all converfation. Ina 
‘the men are difcourf- 
ing upon any general» ubje&, the ladies never think it 
their bufinefs to partake in what paifes, but in a 
feparate club entertain each other with the price and 
choice of Jace, and filk, and what dreffes they liked 
er difapproved at the church or the play-hovfe. And 
when you are among yourfelves, how naturally, af- 


‘ter the firft compliments, do you apply your hands to 


each other’s lappetsand ruffles, and mantuas, as if 


- the whole bufineis of your lives, and the public ‘con- 


cern of the world, depended upon the cut ercolour of 
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your dreffes. As divines fay, that fome people take 
more pains to be damned, than it would coft them to 
be faved s { your {ex employs more thought, memo- 
¥y aud application, tobe fools, than would ferve to 
“make them wife and ufeful. When I reflect on this, 
I cannot conceive you tobe human creatures, but a 
fort of {pecies hardly a degree above a monkey ; which 
has more diverting tricks than any of you; isan ani- 
mai lefsmifchievous and expenfive ; might in time be a 
tolerable critic invelvetand brocade; and, for aught I 
know, would equally become them. — 
IT weuld kave you camp Pen finery asa neceflary fol- . 
‘Ty, as all great ladies did, whom I have ever known. 
i did not defire you to be out of the fathion, but to be 
laftand leaft init. 1 expect that your drefs thall be 
one degree lower than your fortune can afford; and in 
your own heart, I would with you tobe an utter con- 
temner of all diftin@ions which a finer petticoat can 
give you; becaufe it will neither make you, richer, 
handfomer, younger, better natured, more virtuous, 
or wife, than if it hung upon 2 peg. Ae 
if you are in company with men of learning, though 
they happen to difcourfe of arts and {ciences out of 
your compa{s, yet you will gather more advantage by 
liftening to them, than from all the nonfenfe and frip- 
pery of your own fex ; butif they be men of breeding 
as well as learning, they will feldom engage in any 
converfation where you ought not tobe a hearer, and 
intime have your part. If they talk of the menners 
and cuftoms of the fev: ral kingdoms of Europe, of tra- 
vels into remoter nations, of the ftate of their own 
country, or ef the great men and actions of Greece and 
Rome ; if they give their judgment upon Englifh and 
French writers, either in verfe or profe, or of the na- 
ture and limits of virtue and vice, it is a fhame for an 
Englithlady not to relish fuch difcourfes, notto improve 
by them, and endeavour, by reading and information, 
to have her fhare in thofe entertainments, rather than 
turn afide, as itis the ufual cuftom, and confult with 
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the woman who fits next her, about a new cargo of 
fans. 3 

It isa little hard, that not one gentleman’s daugh- 
ter ina thoufand fhould be brought to read or under- 
{land her own natural tongue, or to bea judge of the 
eafieft books that are written init; as any one may. 
finds whocan have the patience to hear them, when they 
are difpofed to mangle a play or novel, where the leatt 
word out ofthe commion road is{ure to difconcert them, 
It ismo wonder, when they are not fo much as taught 
to fpell in their childhood, nor can ever.attain to it in 
their whole lives. I advice you, therefore to read a- 


loud, more or lefs, every day to your hufband, if he’ 


will permit you, or to any other friend (but not a fe- 
male one) whois able tofet you right 5 and as for ee 
ing, you may compafsit in time, by making colle 
ons from the books you read. : . 


. 
- 


I know very well that thofe, who are commonly : 


called learned women, have loft all manner of credit 
by their impertinent talkativenefsiand conceit of them- 
felvyes; but their is an eafy remedy for this, if yowonce 
confider, that after all the pains you may be at, you 





never can arrive, in point of learning, to the perfection © 


ofa {chool boy. “Fhe reading I wouldadvife you to, 
is only for improvement of your own good fenfe, which 
will never fail of being mended by difcretion. It isa 
wrong method, and ill choice of books, that makesthofe 
learned ladies juft fo much worfe for what they have 
read, And therefore it fhall be my care to direét you 
better, atafk for which take myfelfto be not ill-quali-. 
fied; becaufe I have fpent more time, and have had 
-more opportunities than many others, to obferve and 
_ difcover from what fources the various follies of wo- 
“men are derivea. °F)» ) bay: 2 
Pray obferve how infignificant things are the com- 
mon race of ladies, when they have paffed their youth 
and beauty ; how contemptible they appear to the 
men, and yet more contemptible to the younger part 
of their own fex ; and have no relief but in pafling 
their afternoons in vifits, where they are never accept- 
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ables and their evenings at cards among each other ; 
white the former part of the day is fpent in fpleen 
and envy, or in vain endeavours torepair, by art and 
drefs, theruins of time. Whereas 1 have known la- 
dies at fixty, to whom all the polite part of the court 
and town paid’ their addreffes, without any farther 
view than that of enjoying the pleafure of their con- 
verfation. ; 

I am ignorant of any one quality that is amiabl 
in aman, which is not equally fo in a woman: I do 
not except even modefty and gentlenefs of nature. 
Nor. do Thilow- one vice or folly which is not equally 
deteftable in both. There is, indeed, one infirmity 
which feems to be generally allowed you, 1 mean that 
of cowardice: yet there fhould feem to be fomething 
very capricious, that when women profefs their ad- 
miration for a colonel or a captain on account of his 
valour, they fhould fancy it a very graceful, becoming 
quality inthemfelves, to be afraid of their own fha- 
dows, to {cream ina barge when the weather is calm- 
eft, orin acoach at the ring ; to run froma cow at a 
hundred yards diftance, to fall into fits at the fight 
ofafpider, an earwig, or a frog. At leaft, if cow- 
ardice be a fign of cruelty, (as it is generally granted) 
Ican hardly think it an accomplithment fo defirable as 
to be thought worth improving by affectation. 

And asthe fame virtues equally become both {exes, 
fothere is no quality whereby women endeavour to 
diftinguifh themfelves from men, for which they are 
not ju{t fo much the worfe, except that only of referv- 
ednefs ; which, however, as you generally manage 
it, isnothing elfe but affectation or hypocrify. For 
as you cannot too much difcountenance _thofe of our 
fex, who prefume to take unbecoming liberties before 
you ; fo you ought to be wholly unconftrained in the 
company of deferving men, when you have had fuffici- 
ent experience of their difcretion. 

There #s never wanting in this town, a tribe of 
bold, fwaggering, rattling ladies, whofe talents pafs 
among coxcombs for wit and humour; their excel- 
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Jency lies inrude, fhocking expreffions, and what the 
call running a man down. Ifa gentleman in their com- 
pany happens to have any blemifh in his birth or per- 
fon, if any misfortune hath befallen his family or him- 
{elf, for which heis afhamed, they will be fure to give 
him bread hints of it without any provocation. I would 
recommend you to the acquaintance ofa common prof- 
titute, rather than to that of fuchtermagants as thefe, 
I have often thought that no man is obliged to fuppofe 
fuch creatures to be women ; but rather ought to treat 
them like infolent fcoundrels, difguifed in female ha- 
bits, who ought to be flript and kicked outof com- 
peny. : ee . Foal 

I will add one thing, although it be a little out of 
place, which is, to defire, that you will learn to va- 
lue, and efleem your hufband, for thofe good gualities 
which he really poffeffeth, and not to fancy others in 
him which he certainly hath not. For although this 
latter 1s generally underftood to be a mark of love, 
yet it is indeed nothing but affectation or ill-judgment. 
It is true, he wants fo very few accompliflments, 
that you are in no great danger of efring on this fide ; 
but my caution is occafioned a lady of your acquaint- 
ance, married toavery valuable perfon, whom yet the 
is fo unfortunate as to be always py. | are thofe 
perfeliens to which he canleait pretend. eRe f 

I can give you no advice upon the ae of expen/e, 
only I think you ought to be well-informed how much 
your hufband’s revenue amounts to, and be fo good a 
computer as to keep within it, in that part of the ma- 
nagement which falls to*your are 3; and not to put 
yourfelf in thenumber of thofe po c ladies, whothink 
they gain a great point, when they have teized their 
' hufbands to buy them a new equipage, 2 laced head, 

or a fine petticoat, withoutonce conkidesing what long 

{cores remain unpaid to the butcher. 
- I defire you willkeep this letter in youreabinet, and 
often examine impartially your whole condu& by it : 
andfo God blefs you, andmake youa fair example to 
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By Epwarp Moorz, 5 





citeed shee bist 


The. Eagle and the Ayembly ii ee, ; 
To ¢ royal hi ghnefi the pric of Wales, 
HE eral lay, to beauty dues « ks ats) ‘ 


I write, fair _—S to yous” 
Well pleas’d to hope my va nt hours 





Have been employ’d to tek ges | he 
Truth under fiction Limpart,. ule 
To weed out folly from the hearty, . 


And fhow the paths, that lead aftray 

The wand’ring nympk from wildom’ Ss Ways 
I flatter none. T nd.good 

Are by their actions undett oo 5 

Your monument if actions raile, 





o 
> FQ 
eo 


oo Shall, I deface by idle praife? = 


. Her friendly tale, 


The jilt, the prude, « 
To thefe, detefting praife, I write, 
~ Aad vent - in charity, my {pite. Mae 
#4, With friendly hand I hold the glafs t: 


I echo not the voice of fame, L . “a 
That dwells i Pes on your name 5 Pe 
however true, 

Were flatt’ry if Etold it you. 
The proud, the envious, and the vain, 
emand my {train ; 





Toall, promifcuous as they pals ; ; 


Should folly there her likenefs view, 


I fret not that the mirror’s tru@y fasth ay 
If the fantaftic form offend, aie So thy 


” 
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I made it not, but would amend. | 
Virtue, in every clime and age, 

Spurns at the folly-foothing page, — 

While Satire, that offends the ear wie ee 

Of Vice and Paflion, pleafesher. | . 

* Premifing this, your anger fpare, 

And claim the fable, you whodare. 
The birds in place, by factions prefs’d, 

To Jupiter their pray’rs addrefs’d ; 

By {pecious lies the ftate was yex’d, 

Their counfels libellers perplex’d. 

They begs’d(to flop feditious tongues). 

A gracious hearing of mer wrongs. ks 

pore grants their fuit. “Theeagle fate, 9» 
ecider of the grand debate. 

The pye, to truft and pow’r prefer’. 

Demands permifiion to be heard. 








Says he, prolixity of phrafe — Se 
You know I hate. This libel fays, ei 
*« Some birds there are, who prone tonoife, 
Are hir’d to filence Wifdom’s voice 5 
And, fkill’d to chatter out the hour, 4 ~ 





Rife by their emptinefs ODOT 7748 Cae + 
That this is aim’d dire& atme, 
No doubt, you'll readily agree ; 
Yet well this fage affembly knowa, 
By parts of government I rofe ; 
My prudent counfels prop the ftate ; 
Magpies were never known to prate. 

The kite rofe up. His honeft heart 
In Virtue’s {uf’rings bore .a part. ’ 
That there were birds. of prey, he knew 3 
So far the libeller faid true. ue | 
¢ Voracious, bold, to rapine prone, Werte 
Who knew no int’reft but theirown; Os * 
Who, hov’ring o’er the farmer’s yard, ; 
Nor pigeon, chick, nor duckling fpar’d,”% 
This might be trie; but if apply’d vo... «, 
To him, in troth, the fland’rer ly’d. ‘: . ns 
Since Ign’rance then might be mifled, x 


ood 


“ 
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Such things, he thought, were beft unfaid. 
The crow was vext. As yefter-morn 
He flew accrofs the new-fown corn, — 
A fcreaming boy was fet, forpay, 
He knew, to drive the crows away3 — 
Scandal had found him out in turn,» . 
And buzz’d abroad, that crows love corn. 
The owl arofé, withfolemnface. 
And thus harrangu’d upon the cafe. “ee = 
_ That magpies prate it may be true 5 
A kite may be voracious 00 5 : 
Crows fometimes dealin new-fown peafes 
He libels not, who ftrikes at Es ae 4 
The flander’s here—*+ But there are birds, 
Whofe wifdom liesin looks, not words: 
Blund’rers who level inthe-dark, . ~ 
And always fhoot befide the ire 
He names not me: but thefe are hints, 
Which manifeft at whom hefguints; — 
I were, indeed, that blund‘ring fowl,. 
To queftion if he meant an owl. 
‘¢ Ye wretches, hence !” the eagle cries 5 
& ’Tisconfcience, confcience that applies 5. 
The virtuous mind takes no alarm, 
Secur’d'by Innocence from harm, — 
While Guilt, and his alociate, Fear, 
Are ftartled at the pailing air.’ 


oo 






The Panther, the Horfe, and other Beaftsé. 

j ‘ 2 
HE man, who feeks to win the fair, 
eee (So cuftom fays) muft truth forbear § 
-Muft fawn and flatter, cringe andlie, . | 

And raife the goddefs to the fky 5 
For truth is hateful to herear, 
A rudene{s which fhe cannot bear———-_ 
A rudenefs ?—Yes—I {peak my thoughts s. — 
For truth upbraids her with her faults, ia 


€ 
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How wretched, Chloe, then am_I, 
Who love you, and yet cannot lie, 
_ And ftillto make you lefy my. friend, 
I f{trive your errors to amend? 
But thall the fone fop impart 
The fofteft paflions to your heart, 
While he, who tells you honeft truth, 
_ And points to happinefs your youth, 
_ Determines, by his care, his lot, 
_ And lives negleéted and forgot 5 
- Truftme, my dear, with | ‘greater an 
Your tafte for flatt’ry I could pleafe, 
- And fimiles ineach dull line, 
Like glow-worms in the dark, fhould rine. 
What if I fay your lips difclofe Me 
The frefhnefs of the op’ning rofe ? 
Or thatyour cheeks are beds of flow’rs, 
_Enrip’ned by refrefhing fhow’rs ? 
Yet certain as thefe flow? es de hall fade, . 
Time ev’ry beauty will ia os 
The butterfly of various ki mig 
More than the flow’r,, ‘efemiice yous 
Fair, flutt’ring, fickle, buly thing, 
To pieeiors ever onthe wing, —~ 
Gayly Coqugmtne for an hout, 
o die, and ne’er be thought ef more. 
Would you thebloom of youth fhould laft 2 
’Tis virtue that mult bind it faft, 
/An eafy carriage, wholly free) pee: 
From four referve, orlevity$ 
Good-natur’d mirth, an open heart, 
“And looks un{kill’d in any part ; 
Humility, enough toown 
‘The frailties, which a friend makes kaewn, 
And decent pride, enough to know 
The worth that Virtue can beftow. 
Thefe are the charms which ne’er decay, 
Tho’ youth, and beauty fadeaway, 
And Time, which all things elfe removes, 
Still hightens virtue, and i improves. 
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You'll frown, and afk, to.what intent 
This blunt addrefs toyouisfent P 
Vil {pare the queftion, andec onfefs 
I'd praife you, if Ilov’d you lefss 
But rail, be angry, or complain, — 
I will be rude, while youare vain- 
Beneath a lion’s peaceful reign, 
When beaft met friendly on the plain, 
A ‘panther, of majeftic porter ing eee acy 
(The vaineft female of the court)” 
With {potted fkin, and eyes of fire, 
Fill’d ev’ry bofom with defire, 
Where’er fhe mov’d, a fervile croud ~ 
Of fawning creatures cring’d and bow’ds° 
Affemblies ev'ry weekihe held, 
(Like modern belles) with coxcombs fill’d s 








ier 


Where noife, and nonfenfe, and grimace, ped F:: 


And lies and fcandal, fill’d the place. 
Behold the gay, fantaftic thing, — 

Encircled by the fpecions ring; 

Low-bowing, with important look, 

As firft in rank, the monkey fpoke. . 

*¢ Gadtake me, madam, but Ifwear, | 





_ No angel ever look’d fo fair—— 


_Forgive my rudenefs, but I VOW) é ahi 
You were not quite divine till now.. 


Thofe limbs! that fhape! and then thofe eyes ig 


O'clofe them or the gazer dies! 
‘< Nay, gentle pug, for goodnefs huth, 

I vow, and fwear, you make me blufh: 
I fhall be angry at thts rate 
’Fis fo like flatt’ry, which I hate,” 

» The fox, in deeper cunning vers’d, 
The beauties of her mind rehears’d, 
And talk’d of knowledge, tafte and fenfe, 
To which the fair have vaft pretence! __ 
Yet well he knew them always vain 
Of what they ftrive not to attain, 

And play’d fo cunningly his part, 





That pug was rival’din his art. 
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_ The goat avow’d his am’rous flame, 
And burnt-—for what he dur{t not name 3 
Yet hop’da meeting inthe wood 
Might make his meaning underftood, 
Half angry at the bold addrefs, 
She frown’d; but yet fhe muft confefs, © 
‘Such beauties might inflame his blood, 
But ftill his phrafe was fomewhat rude. 
The hog her neatnefs much admir’d; 
_The formal afs her fwiftnefs fir’d 5 
“While allto feed her folly ftrove, 
And by their praifes fhar’dher love. 
_. Thehorfe, whofe gen’rous heart difdain’d 
_Applaufe, by fervile flatt’?ry gain’d, 
‘With oraceful courage, filence broke, 
And thus with indignation fpoke. 
__ When flatt’ring monkeys fawn and prate, 
They juftly raife contempt, or hates 
‘For merit’s turn’d toridicule, ~~ 
_Applauded by the grinning fool. a 
The artful fox your wit commends, _ we hs 
Tolure you to his felfifh ends 5 ad . 
‘From the vile flatt’rer turn away $ 
For knaves make friendfhip to betray, 
‘Difmifs the train of fops, and fools, 
“And learn to live by wifdom’s rules, 
Such beauties might the lion warm, 
‘Did not your folly break the charm ; 
‘For who would court that lovely fhape, 
“Tobe the rival ofan ape? . 
- He faid; and {norting in difdain, 
‘Spurn’d at the croud, and fought the plain, 
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The Nightingale and Glow=worm, 





4 7 HE prudent nymph, whofe cheeks difclofe 
be The lily, and the blufhing rofe, 
From public view her charms will fkreen, 


Ardrarely in the croud be feen 5 ae Bigs 

This fimple truth fhall keep hepwifé, 

«¢ The faireft fruits attraét the flies.” 
One night, a glow-worm, proud and vainy 

Contemplating her glitt’ring train, iy 

Cry’d, * fure there never was in nature are 

So elegant, fo fine a creature’t 

All other infects that Mee” 

The frugal ant, induftrious bee, 

Or filk-worm, withcontempt I view 3 

With.all that low, mechanic crew, 

- Whofervilely their lives employ, 

“In bufinefs, enemy tojoys aa 
Mean, vulgar herd? ye are my fcorn, 
For grandeur only I was born s 
Or fure am {prung from race divine, 
And plac’don earth, to live and fhine. 

- Thole lights that fparkle fo on high, 
Are but the glow-worms of the fky ; 
And kings on earth their gems admire, 
Becaufe they imitate my fire.” 

; She fpoke. Attentiveona fpray, (ee 
_ Anightingale forbore hislays 
” He faw the fhining morfel near, 

And flew, directed by the glares fi, 
e, wy A while he gaz’d with fober look 
_ «And thus the trembling prey befgoke: 
a ‘¢ Deluded fool, with pride elate, 
Know, ‘tis thy beauty brings thy fate ; 
Lefs dazzling, long thoumight’ft have lain 
Unheeded on tke velvet plain 5. 
Pride, foon or late, degraded mourns, 
And beauty wrecks whom fhe adorns.” 
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E’ymen and Death, 
IXTEEN, d’ye fay? then’tis times 
WO Another year deftroys your prime. 
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But flay—The fertlement yp ena s made,” 
_ Why then’s my fimple girl. afraid 2 


“Yet hold a moment, if you can, 


And heedftlly the fablefean.. > 
The fhades were fled, the mor ning bluth’d, 
The winds were it their caverns hufh’d, 


Seas» it 
Paes 
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Held o ’er the, fields h 
Behind him, through the green- eaicod. cl ihattas § 
Death’s meagre form the God furvey’d, 
Who quickly with gigantic firide, ; 
Out-went his pace and join’d his fide. 

The chat on variousfubjeétsran, — 
Tillangry Hymen thus begat; 

“ ¢ Relentlefs death, whofe iron fay, 
Mortals, reluctant, muft-obey, — 

Still of thy pow’r fhall 1 complai 
And thy too- partial hand” arra 
When Cupid brings a pair rtSy 
All over-ftuck with equal-darts;, 







Thy cruel fhafts my hopes. deride, Ses fe sty 





And cut the knot, that Hymen ty: 
‘¢ Shall-not the bloody, and the bold, 

The mifer hoarding up his gold, © 

The harlot, reeking from the ftew, . 

Alone thy fell revenge: spuriue? 

But muft the geutle, and the -kihd, 

Thy fury, undiftinguifh’d, find:2??> 3 
The monarch calmly: thus reply’d 

“ Weigh weil the cauley” aad then. deciden, 

That friend of your’s you lately nam’d, _ 


=. Cupid, dlone, isto be Slam’d 


~ That idle boy negle.ts his tirade, 4) 7a: 
>And hardly once in: twenty yearsy: oe ee 
A couple to your temple beats. 3 (Ae ps 4-r 





Then let the charge be july laid, 


The wretches, whom your office blends, 


| Silenus now, or Plutes 1 fends; 2547 
Heng ers and bi ees and ftrife, 
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Are common to the nuptial life. 
Believe me 3. more than all mankind, =» 
Your vot’ries my compaflion find ; 
Yet cruel am I call’d,andbafe, 9 ' 
Who feek the wretched to'releafe, 
The captivefrom his bonds to free, _ 
Indiffoluble, but for‘me.’ ~ aaa 
‘¢ ?Tis I entice him tothe. yoke:s ‘ a 
- By, me your crouded altars fmoke’s 
_.. »For mortals boldly dare the noole . 
>» Secure, that death will fet them loofe.” 
Sa ec ees Ree es iw 
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Br 
(he Poet andihis Patren, = © © 
aN HY, Celia, is your fpreading wailt — 
So loofe, fo negligently lac’d ? ‘ 
Why muft the wrap ing bed-gown hide 
Your fnowy bofom’s fwelling pride ? 
‘How illthat drefs adorns your head, =, ’ 
-) “Piftain’d, and rumpled from the bed $0 


7 “eT hofé clouds, that fhade your blooming faces 

ee little water might difplaces = >» 

~ "As nature ev’ry morn beftows 9.) 4 

“The cryftal dew to cleanfe the rofe, i, 
Thofe treffes as the ravenvblack, “yy 
That wav’d in ringlets down your back, _ 
Uncomb’d, and injur’dby neglect, 
Deftroy the face, which once they deck’d, 
Whence this forgetfulnels of drefs ? 

Pray, madam, are you marri’d?.Yes. | 
Nay, then indeed, the wonder ceafes 5 


No matter now how loofe your drefs iss ] 
The endis won; your fortune’s mades gis 
Your fifternow may take the! trade. isi.) 0 

: 6 


Alas! what'pity ’tisto find. 
This fault in half the female kind! ss ee 
From hence proceed averfion, firife, § ... 43) hy 

~ Andall that foursthe wedded life, ~ 
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Beauty can only point the dart, _ 
’Tis neatnefs guides it to the heart s 
Cet neatnefs then, and beauty Arive 
Tokeep a way’ring flame alive. 
Tis harder far. (you'll find it true) 
To keep the conqueft than fubdue 3 
Admit us once behind the fereen, , 
What is there farther to” e. feen > 
A newer face may raife the lame, 
But every woman is the fame.. 
Then ftudy chiefly to improve: 
The charm, that.fix’d your hufband’ ; 
Weigh well hishumour. . Was it oY i 
That gave-your beauty pow’r to. ‘blefs 2 2 
Purfue it {till ; be. neater feen 3. 
’Tis always frugal to be clean 3: 
So fhall yau keep alive defire, . 
And Time’s {wift wing fhall fan the fire, 
In garret high (as ftories {a Pye 
A poet fung his tuneful lay 3 
So foft, fo. {mooth his: verfesiyou'd Fear 
Apollo andthe-Mufes there... 
Thro’ all the town his praifes rung, 
_ His fonnets at the play- -houfefaung; 
_ High wavering o’er his lab’ring head, 
’ The goddefs Want her pinions et 
And with poetic fury fir’d 
What Pheebus faintly had infpir’d 
A noble youth, of tafte and w ity. 
Approv’d the fprightly things he writ, 
And fought him in his cobweb dome, 
- Difcharg’d his rent, and brought hin homey 
Behold him at the ftately board, 
- Who, but the poet, and my lord!. 
Fach day, deliciou ly he dines, . ne 
And, greedy, quaifs the gen *vous wines. 
_ His fides were plump ; his fkin was fleck s 
And Plenty wanton’d on his cheek, cm 
- Aftonifh’d at the change fo new, : 
_ Away th’ infpiring. geccel flew. ts ae 


* 
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_ Neglected lay the drooping Maufe. > 
Unmindful whence bis forrune-came, ~~ 
He fifled the poetic flame 3” EAP as 
Nor tale, norfonnet, for my lady, . EES 
"Lampoon, norepigram was ready, . 
With juft contempt his patron fans. 
(Reflolv’d his bounty to with raw). 
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_ The Jate-repenting fool befpoke. - ne 
no p § p a 
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d that courts thee grown;.. 
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S To choofe belongs to, her alone.4 7. 








{es 
5 


ee 


Contemplating his ill-fpent life, 
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Now, dropt for politics, and news;., Fas eta EM, 
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fd num’rous crouds,-attend the, place; - 
For why, a mighty wolfhe was, 
And held dominionin his jaws. 
Her fay’rite whelp each mother brought; — 
And humbly his alliance fought; . 
But, cold by age, or elle too nice, 
None found acceptance in his eyes. 
_ Et happen’d, as at early dawn,.. 
He, folitary, crofs’d the lawn, .. 
Stray.’d from the fold, a {portive lamb 
Skip’d wantonby her fleecy dam; 
When Cupid, foe to maniand-bepdls « ; 
Difcharg’d an arrow at his breaft, 
_ The tim’rous breed the robberknew, : 
And, trembling, o’er the meadow flew 3. - i sa 
_ Their nimbleit {peed the wolf o’ertock, _ 
_ And, courteous, thus the dambefpoke. 
**- Stay, faireft, and {ufpend your. fear, . 
Trutt me, no enemy is near, - ee 
Vhele jaws, inflaughter oftimbru’d, ae 
At length have known enough of blood, .,.. re 
And kinder bufiuefs brings me now,: han 
Vanquith’d, at beauty’s feet to how... 
You havea danghter—i weet, forgive - Spaaiees 
A.wolf’s addrefs—in herTlive: ( ia. 
Love from her eye like light’nidg camey: oto 
And tet my. marrow all on flame; .- 
Let your.confent confirm my choice,. , | | 
And ratify our nuptial joys. ‘ SS 
Me ample wealth and po; vr attend; - 
Wide o’er the plains my realms extend 4 - 
What midnight robber dar Vee yo ee ie 
The folk, it Ithe guard am made P— es eas a 
_ At home, ‘thefhepherd’s cur may. feed clr hate eee 
_ While I fecure his mafter’s thesp Bac ahs el 














Difcourfe, like this, attention c ee ihe. i ree 
Grandeur the mother’s breaftinfam’d 3. 
Now fearle{s by-his fide the walk’d. gy 
& OF fettlements and.jointures talk’d, 
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Propos’d, and doubled her demands. 
Cfflow’ry fields and turnip lands: > 
The wolf agreess Her bofom fwells 3. . 
To mifs her happy fate fhe‘tells.. > bir ei 
And, of the prand alliancevain, Mert 
Contemns her kindred of the plain- wy 
The loathing lamb with horrorhears,. 
And wearies out her dam with pray’rs 3" Do. 
But allin vain. Mamma beftknew - ™ 
~ What unexperienc’d girls fhould do ; 
So, tothe neighb’ring meadow carry ’d,. 
4A formal A{s the couple matry’d. ° 
Torn from the tyrant-mother’s fide, 
The trembler goes a victim: bride, . 
Reluftant meets the rude embraces. 
And bleats among the howling races. . 
With horror oft her eyes behold <° . 
Her murder’d kindred of the fold 5 - 
Fach day a fifter‘lamb is ferv’d,- 
And at the glutton’stable carv’d AS 
The crafhing boneshe grids forfood, —_ 
And flakes his thirft with ftreaming blood 
. Love, who the cruel'mind detefts, ” 

And lodges but in eentle-breatts, PS IR ee SF 
Was now ne more, Enjoyment patty gc ae 
THe favage hunger’d for the feait so ae" 
‘But (as we find in human Tate, ele ue: 

A mask conceals the villain’s face} 

-Juttice muft authorife the treat 3 
Till then he long?d, but‘du 
‘As forth he w; 7d, ing : ; 
/The hunters met bithon the wayy 

Fear wingshisflight ; the ri, ic ae ae 

The fnufling dogs are fet'atfanit. 
ibalk d,s piaws, |) 8 

- Howling he grinds his em: PY Yas. sie 
Food muft be had———and Ian id agp teas Cee ae 
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That leagu’d efit man’s deftroying. Eacey: 

| She fets her hufband for the chace » 

By treach’ry promps the noify aot 

To {cent his footfteps om the ground? 

- Thou trait’refs vile ! for:this thy blood’ 

Shall glut my ragey-and dyethe wood !?” 

p> 0 faying, on the lamb:he flies, 
Beneath gis Te the victim dies. Me 
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The Goof and the Yen 


HATE the face, however fal . 
| That. carriés an-aifected a pS tae 

“he Jifping tone, .the fhape contamina es 
The ftudy’d look, the paffion Files Me BP eats 
Are fopperies, which, only tend ! 
To injure what they fitive to mend, 

With what fuperior grace enchants. . 

The face which nature’s: pencil paints 

W here-eyes, Unexercis’d* in aft, ~ 

Glow with the meaning of the heart . : 

~ Where freedom and: good-humour An mas 
And eafy g geet and wit }” 

Tho’ perfect beauty be not E784, 
The mafter-lines, the fnith’d air, 
We catch from ev’ry: look deligtic,? 
And grow enamour’d at the fight 5 
For beauty, tho’ we sofas NM iSiet eentce™ 
Excitesour wonder, mo n loves. oe ae 
While the adreeablettrike ‘ures eS a 

‘And gives the wounds wleantiée cure,” 
Whythen; m my Amoret, ‘this ‘carey, ae, SS 
That forms. you, in- effect, lef fier a He Oe 
di nature on your cheek beftows® 
A bloom, that emulates the role, 
Or from fome heav' oly image drew 
_ A form, Appelles never knew, | ofr fy 
~ Your ill-jugd’d aid wilh you: impart, 


~ 





ES 


_ Shall ey’ry fowl the waters fikimy ; 
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_ And fpoil by, mveretricious art? © 


Or hadyou, nature’serrors, comes 
‘Abortive from the mothet’s: womb, -. - 

Your forming care fhe ftill rejects,.° as 
Which only-hightenssher defedise. | rte 
When fuch of glitt’ring jewels proudy: 
Still prefs the foremof{t in the eroud, te 

At ev'ry public fhow are feensis ii: ) 
“With leok awry, and aukward mein, 

The gaudy. drefsattraéts the eye, — 

And magnifies deformity... . : * 
Nature may under doher ‘part, . 

But feldom wantsth éhsobart $cc ; 

Truft her, the is your fareft friend, ~ Paes } 
Nor made your form for yeuto mend. —- 

A goote, aifected, empty, vain, — 
The fhrilelt of the cacklino-train, ., 
With proud,. and elevated creit,.. 
Precedence claim’dabeve the reft.. 
Says fhe, “4 laugh at human raceg-. er 

W ho-fay geele hobble in their. pace; : ; 
Look here! the fland’rouslie detects 2 






Not haughty man isfo erod.. . 


That peacock yonder! lordhow.vaig » | « 
The creature’sef his gaudy train! 2 ead 
ifboth were ftript, Vd pawn my word,:. 
A goole would be the finer bindu. ; 
Nature, to hide her-own.defeGis,,, =. 4 
Her bungled work.with fin’ry deckss:: 

Were geefe fet off with half thar thew, 
Would-men admire the pe: ao Us tea 









we 2 





_» Thus vaunting, erofs the mead thé ftalkey. 
_ The cackling breed attendsher walks 5 - . 
The fun fhot dawn his moon-tide beams ;:. 

- “The fwans. were porting. im the ftreams, . 
Their fnowy plumes, .and ftately pride.» - 

_ Provok’d her fpleen. ++ Why. therey”? fhe cry*dy 


*¢ Again what arrogance we fee im 
Thole creatures! how they mimicme! — —. 


$ 
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Recante we geefe aré Known to fwim ? 
Humility they foon fhall learn. 

And their own emptinefs difeern.”” ~, 

So faving, with extended WIS s 40 ty, Huy 
Lightly upon the wave 1e {prings. Wee 
Her bofom fwells, the {preads her plumes, - 


nay, 









‘Contempt aud mockery enfu’d, 

And bartfts of laughter _ fhook the fod: 

, A fwan, fuperior to the reff, - 

‘Sprung forth, and thus the fob addrelde 
Conceited thing! elate with Bde: 
Thy affeStion all derides- 
Thefe airs thy aukwardnefs impart, : 2 
‘And thow thee plainly as thou art... 
“Among thy <a .of the flock,, 

Thou haft efcap’d the public nae 
-And asthy partsto»good conduce,, — 
Been deem’d an honelt hobling goate. . | 
»  Ledtnhence,' to: ftudy. wifdom’s ruless 
Know, foppery’s the pride of fools, es 
And ftriving nature to,conceal, ae 





You Ee hey defe&ts. reveal,” Ne ; a, # 


: Bes _PaBLE Vil. 
; ee “Phe lecwyer elec 


- OVE! thou inch ood below, 
_Thy pure delichts fe: Ww. mortals knows. 

Me "Our rebel hearts thy 4 way: dif Owl,’ UR 

While tyrant ‘Inf ufurps” chal throne!) >. 
The bounteous God of nagere a made. ai 
~The fexes for each other si aid,». Bach st 
a heir muthak talents to. em plot 
Vo leften ills, andihighten joy. 
. To. weaker. wonien be affign ‘a ! 
. That fort’ ning gent! lenefs- of | mindy.” id 
he can-With fympathy impart ~~ 

its likeness to the: rot! eal hear te 


a= 








a 


‘And the {wan’s flately.creft. aflomess; NE od ee 


266 «= ([MOORE’s FABLES. 


- ‘Her eyes with magic pow’r endu’d, 
To firethe dull, and awe the rude, 
His rofy pt on her face ™ aan 
Shed, lavifhev’ry blooming grace, oe 
And ftamp’d (perfectionto difplay) 
His mildeftimage on herchy. a hy ; 
Man, active, refolute, and bold, - 

He fafhion’d ina diffrent mould. 

With ufeful arts his arind inform’d, 

His breaft with nobler paflions warm’d 5 

He gave him knowledge, tafte, andfenfe, ~ 
And courage for the fair’s defence, . 

~ Her frame, refiftlefs to each wrong, 
Demands protection from the ftrong $ 

To man fhe flies, when fear’ alarms, 

And claims the.templeof hisarras. 

By pature’s author thus declared 

The women’s fov’reign, and her guard, 
Shall man, by treueh’rous wile invade, 





he weakne{fs he was meant to aid? | *- <3, 
While beauty, given to infpire;,. a 
Protecting love, and foft defire,, 7 


Lights up a. wild-fire. in the heart,: pee 
And to its own breaft points the dart, © 
Becomes the fpoiler’s bafe pretence, ~ a 
To.triumph over innocence! 
The wolf, that tears the: im’rous. fheep> 
Was never fet the foldto keeps 
Nor was the tiger, or the pard ee 
Meant the benighted trav’ler’s guards 
But man, the wildeft beait of pray, 
Wears friendfiip’s femblance to betray a he 
His ftrength again& the weak employs,’ 
And, where he fhould protect, deftroys. 

Patt twelve o’clock, the watchman cry dy. 
His brief the ftudious lawyer ply’d3.. 
The all prevailing feelay nigh, 

The earneit of to-morrow’s lies. ~ 
~ Sudden the furious winds arife, 


The jarring i as sssitick toa 


MOORPs FAB LES, 

The doors admit a Hollow oni, bis! an = 

And, rattling from their hinges "pound ; ; 
When jultice, in a blaze of light, 

‘Reveal’d:sher radiant form to fight. 

_ The wretch w ith thrilling horror. sae, 

‘Loofe evry joint.and pale: his look, 

Not having feen her in the courts, — 

Or found her mention’d in reports, 

“He atk’d, with fault’ring tongue, her name, 

Her errand | there, and whence fhe came? 
i ‘Steraly, ‘the white-rob’d fhade FED. 7d, 

{Acrimfon glow her vifage dy’d) « 
 Cantt thou be, doubtful who Iam r 

Is Juftice grown fo firange a name ? 

‘Were not your courtsfor Juftice rais’d? 
’?T was there of old my altar blaz’d; 

“My guardian thee did I elea, 

My facred temple to protect, 

‘That thou and all thy venal tribe, 
Should fpurn the goddefs for a bribe? eae 
Aloud the ruin’d-client cries, © 
_Juftice has neither ears, nor eyes! _ : 

‘In foul alliance with the bar, 

*Gainft me the Judge denounces Wists, 

And rar ely iflues his decree, 

Bot with intent to baffle me.’ 

- She paus’d. Her breaft with fury burn’d, 
‘The trembling lawyer thus return’d :— 

»<¢ T own the charge is juftly laid, 

And weak the excufe that can be eats : 
‘Yet {earch the {pacious globe, and fee 
‘Tf all mankind are not like me, 

The gown-man, fkill’din Romih lies, 
‘By faith’s falfe glafs deludes our eyes, 
-O’er confcience rides without eee 

And robs the man, to fave his foul, 

The doctor, with important face, 

‘By fly defign, miftakes the fates © 

Prefcribes, and {pins out the difeate, 
‘To trick the Parse of his fees. 


| 
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The foldier, rough with ‘many a fear fis Heras % 
And red with flaughter, ‘leads the Wats "'% *u-¢< 
If hea nation’s rrobctrays 22S e ee Stir <a 
The foe has offer’d ‘double pays teh isa a! 


‘6 When Vice o’er all mankind prevails;: ©. = Re 
And weighty Int’reft turns'the feales, la 
Mot I be better than the'reft, = (= 9 5 
And harbour Juftice in my breat? x91: coy Gepeee 
Cn one fide only take the fees eS wise Fe 4 oe a 
Content with poverty and thee Pe os na tae eee Be © 

«¢ Thou blind te {enfe, and vile of *mind,**., oe 
Th’ exafperated fhade rejon’dy Osho ls. “ety gas’: 
« If virtue from the world is flown, 
Willothers? faultsexcufe thy own? |” 
For fickly fouls the price was mace, 
Phyficians, for the body’s aid, . | 
“The foldier guarded liberty, - ayre 

‘Man woman, andthe lawyer mes ert 
- Wf all are faithlefs to their trufft, iy Doe cee 
They ae not thee the lefs unjuft,. 3 








Henceforth your pleadings difclaim, 
_ And bar thefan¢ction ofmy namie s 2°" ory kh yg 
Within your courts it fhall be teagan! ota 
That Juttice from the law bg Meditate +3, fee a 


“She fpokes and hid in fhades her face...) © 
_-?Till Harpwicx footh’d her into. grace, LN se 
ion - > er” cs . ate bs : ee m2 


PABA IK pelle! 
La : , ae x3 ¥ iy 


The Farmer, the Spaniel, and the Cat. 





pee emetat eu afk fe 

\ R HY knits my dear her angry brow? 

What tude offence alarms you now? 

Jiaid, that Delia's fair, tistrues; 
But did I fay, the equall’d you? 


ay tye ht , 







~ Can’t Lanother’s face com $F * # 

~ Or to her virtutshess CELE ice ee reg 
But inftautiyv your-ferel ac urs, aD ERO ae 
As if her merit leffen*dy ours} Ny a ‘ : 


From icmals envy never free, tO REEE  40 







x 
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All muft be blind, becaufe you fee. 
Survey the gardens, fields, and bow’rs, 


The buds, the bloffoms, and the flow’rs, 
_ Then tell me where the wood-bine grows, 
-” That vies in fweetnefs with the role? : 

- Or where the lily’s fhowy white, 


_ ‘Fhat throws fuch beauties on the fight ? 


— Yet folly is it to declare, 


That thefe arencither fweet, nor fair. 


The criftal fhines with fainter rays, 


_ Before the diamond’s brighter blaze ; 


And fops will fay the diamond dies 
Before the Inftre of your eyes; 


— But lI, whodealintruth, deny, 


That neither thine when yoa are by. 
‘When zephyrs o’er the bloffoms ftray, 

And {weets along the air convey, 

Shan’t I the fragrant breeze inhale, 

Becaufe you breathe a fweeter gale? 


Sweet are the flow’rs that deck the field, 


4 


Sweet is the fmell the bloffoms yield, 
Sweet is the fammer gale that blows, 
And fweet, tho’ fweeter you, the rofe. 
Shall envy, then, torment your breaft, 
If you are Jovelier than thereft® 
For while I give to each her due, 
By praifing them, I flatter you, 
And praifing moft, I ftill declare 
You faireft, where the reft are fair. 
Asat his board a farmer fate, 
Replenifh’d by his homely treat, 
His fav’rite {paniel near him ftood, 
And with his mafter fhar’d the food; 
The crackling bones his jaws devour’d, : 
His lapping tongue the trenchers fcour’d j 
Till, fated now, fupine he lay, 
And fnor’d the rifing fumes away. 
_ The hungry cat, in Bs drew near, 
* . Pay | 
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And humbly crav’d afervant’s fharee, 0 py A 
Her modeft worth the mafter knews . BaF 
And firaight the fat’ning thorfel thew. bs.) gos 
Enrag’d thedfnarling cur awokey soy asia It . 
And thus, with fj piteful'envyy poke. 

“¢ They only claimea right to eat, | | 

Who earn by fervices theis meats | ~ ile ene 
Me, zeal andinduftryinflame =) he 
To {cour the fields and fpring the game Ane 
Or, plunging in Phe WABtRYS WE MES oo 8 (ll) fd 
For man the wounded bird to faves. cu 9) oh) ancPt 
With watchful diligence I Heo cuit uk fiver each Bae 

. From prowling wolves, bis fleecy heeps 7 61) saci 

- At home, his midnight hours fecurey» = ee 
And drive the robber from the door, — ed 
For this, his breaft with kindnefs glowss.. 
For this, his hand the. food beftows3,. 9) 
‘And fhall thy indolence'impart =, | Seen 
A warmer friendfhip to his hearty © 4) pg 
That thus he robs me of ‘my duces. & att nee ese? 
‘To pamper fuch vile things/as YOU Pn. bar ag HP 





2 


Town?’ (with meeknefs pufs reply’d) A Lde Bie 
‘¢ Superior merit.on yourdidess. 40/3 4241s, a 
Nor does my breaft with envy, Lovells «lop B 
To find it recompene’d fo welt, sa ctiyed « 
YerI, in what my nature can, > ie saw ae 
Contribute to the good of mana y< yiadt 





poh tis, 
SE, Geigy et 


~ 


Whofe claws deftroy the pilfrin “monde: jy? 
Who drives the yermin fromtheyhoufe?, 9 
Or, watchful for the lab’ting fwainy  ~ tee 
From lurking ratsfecuresthe grain?) 
From hence if he rewards beltow, Beas AP ¥s 
Why fhould your heart, with, allofer flow 2 Ae a Dh 


Why-pine, my happinefstofee;¢ 0 ga 
Since there’s enough for yo 1 and, me?” } | hn <i x ; roa 


‘Thy words are juft, the farmer ye ia re : 
And {purn’d the fuarler from hisfide, 
ae & “ee we ode rh Saha) 1)“ OTe 


7 a Se pg. ge ig ‘ ‘inch betel Caste o: 
: <¢ Da ASE adie 0 rey Ai, ee .. “e et fet ty 3 
ue ‘ , Peak ai % . we 
‘ Man. 2% at E : 
. ’ ie, By” Rte des A 
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“Cm A B L Big Xo | 


ay 


The eer an the bees 
HE nok, pes 3 male he ous freets, 
Ts And fets her capatall fhe TRARY 
- May catch the fool. who turns 10° Be 5 314) 
But men of fenfeavoid thetnare. 
“As on the marginof the flood, « 
With filken line, my Lydia food, 





TL f{mil’d tofeethe painsyou took, <. pest pos 
To cover o’er the: frandfal hooks!» ‘bce tah 
Along the foreft as we ftray egy, TORRES Ges A 


You faw ic boy lis lime-twigs forded. | 
Guefs’d you the reafon ef . his! fear ? 
Left, heedle{s, we appreach’d too near s 


For as behind thecbuth we lay, ~ 3 : pore 7s 
The linner flutter ’donthedpray.4 iui ro ge 
Needs there fuch pai delude Jee eta, ht Se 





The fealy fry, andfeas 
_ And think you,: with inferior arty noe a 
Fo captivate the human heart? vg 6 ed are 
The maid, who modefty cancealé Abaca? re ae 
Her eswies: while fhe hides, revealss.. viens 
Give but a glimpfe, and. faney: draws “a 








Wohate’ er the Grecian Venus WES 7 ah a ce 
From Eve’ sfirft tig-leaf, ‘tobrocadey » ge RS 
All drefs was meant for fancy’ ’siaid 5 Biyliein aay Re | 
Which, evermore, delighteddwellsyi .- irk might Oo age 
On wha therbafhful nymph conceals...” Veen yes qaee 
When Celia ftrutsinrman’s attivey.; 8 A 3h) 
She fhows too. mach, formbilerdelire so woo. da ee 


But from the hoop’s bewitching round — 
Her very fhoe hasipower to wound, 
‘The roving eye, the bofom bare, — 

The forward laughy/the wantonair : 
-Maycatch the fop ; for gudegons trike 
 Atthe bare.hook, and bait, alike, <. 
While falmon play regardlefs . y 
aa ar ity | like: natur ey fo “ms the 






aN 


Beneatha peafant’s videablé thatch, 
A {pider long had heldher watch 5 
From morn to night with reftlefs care, 
She {pun her web, and wove her fnare. tis 
Within the tiidits of her reign, 
Lay many a heedlefs captive ae 
Or flutt’ring ftruggled i A the toils, 
To barit the chains, and- fhun her wiles, - 
A ftraying bee, that pearch’d hard by, 
Beheld her with d:f{dainful eye, 


And thus began: ** mean thing, give-o’e ery . 


And lay thy ilender threads nomore;. 
A thoughtlefs fly or two at moft, 
Is all the conqueits thou canft boaft;: 
Fer bees of fenfe thy arts evade, — 
We fee fo plain the nets are laid. ~ 

‘¢ The gaudy tulip, that difplays . 
_Her {preading foliage to the gaze, 
“That points her eharms at all the fees, 
And yields, to every wanton breeze, 
Attrads notme. Where biufhing grows, 


' Guarded with thorns, the modeft rofe, 


Fnamour'd round and round I fly, 
Or on her fragrant bofom lie ; 
Reluctant fhe myardour meets, 
And bafhful renders up-her ciate 
- To wifer heads attention lend, 
And learn this:leflon from a friend, 
She who with modefty retires, © 


Adds tuel to herlover’s fires, — tlie % 


While fuch in cautious jilts asyou,. 
By folly your own cabin wid Pie Mit 


PABLE x1. 


The yours ‘Eton amd the pe ie 
2 ae 


MS. true, I biawie your fover4 $s choice, pes ee 


~ Tho’ flatter’d by the public Voice, 
re te grow, andfick tohearo 
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Snags 


MOQOREs FABLES ag | 
ie 


His pees mE A Rehowy fait Saal cs ; 
Llif%en not to wild delights,. A SANS, 
And tr anfports of | s xpected ee: EE ea 
What is tome your | hoard of: charms, ge | He 
The whitene{s of your 1 neck. an: arms? PN? : 
Needsthere no acquifition more, i 4 
To keep. contention from the Wee 
Yes; pafs a fortnight, and you "1 fin Stn hy a i 
‘All beauty cloys, but of the mind. id de é 

%  Senfe and good humour « ever aN : : | 
The fureft cords to faften love. 
Yet Phillis (fimpleft of your, fex),. i 
You never think, but,.to.perplex. .. 
Coquetting it with. CMB AP Ce sky wat cou actin § ba 
That ftruts abroad i in human fhape; Ut aed ca 
Not that the coxcomb i is your tafte, . fies ers eS 
But that it ftings your lover’s breafts~. . 

To-morrow you refign: Phe wave io nase! Suction 
Prepar’dto honour, and. obey, Wee ane SONU , 
‘The. tyrant-miftre: change f for. iene sane, nat 
To the fabmidfiion. Oke ae NYO weit firccaay ht 3 F 
Your follies, if-you‘can,., fas fpend,.. ale sat 8 
And learn inftruction from a friends. oe a 

Reluctant hear the firftaddrefsy ) 43.9 
Think often, ’ere you anfwer, yes agi ree reat he 
But once refoly’d, ‘throw. off difgnit ey 4 a ae ES ar ag 

And wear your withes in; ie ES ice: aie teal ¢ 

With. caution ev'ry, look. forbear, iy aie bee ee 
That might | create ene jealous a i ie ene 
A lover’s-rip “ning, hopes. opted gi! avis 1c 
Or give the gen’rous breaft a te : hae ws ot lg 
Contemn the girlifh, arts. to, teaze,. ie: ee AGA ee 2 
Nor ufe your pow’r unlefs. to.pleafes.. A 
For fools alone with rigour Sw ase cit bil caro uti 
When, foon or,late, they muftobey.:... @  ~» ae 

‘The king of brutes, in, life’ s, declin es pan . is 
Refoly’d dominion torefign; al oe OTS . 

The beafts were fammon’d to appear» orn soe Ba a ld 

And bend before heared ir * ‘ow 





es Oh 
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They came; a day was fix’d; the croud 
Before their future monarch ‘bow’'d. “f 
A dapper monkey, proud,and vain, © 
~Step’d forth, aud thus addrefs’d the train. ia 
“* Why cringe, my friends, witlr flavith anes . 
Before this pageant king of flraw? 
Shall we anticipate the | hour, 
And, ere we feelft, own his pow’r? - 
The counfels of experience prize,’ 
i know the maxims of the wifes. 
SubjeCtion let us'caftaway, 
_ &nd live the monarchs of to-day ; pe 
Fis ours the vacant hand to (purr, > aah 
. Andplaythe tyranteach in turn, —_ 
So fhall he right from wrong difcern, 
And mersy, from oppreffion, learn, - 
At others’ woesbe taught to melt, 
And loath the ills himfelf has felt.” 
He {poke. His bofom fwell’d with pride, 
The youthful lion thus reply’d. - 
‘¢ What madnefs prompts thee to provelin 
_ My wrath, and dare th’ impending {troke? 
Thou wretched fool! can wrongs eed ei 2 
Compaflion to the feeling heart P 
Or teachthe grateful breaft to glow, 
_ The hand to give, oreye to flow! 
Learn’d in the practice of their felools; fy, + 
From women thou haft drawn thy ruless 9 4.5 
‘To themreturn, in fuch a vanes 26 ona fiiech. 
From only fuch expect applaufes. _ ie 
The purtial fex I don’t condemn, ni 
For liking thofe who copy them... 
‘¢ Would’ft thou the gen’rous Hon binds: 
By kéindnefs bribe -hinr to be kinds H i, 
Good offices theirlikenefs get, 9 
And payment leifensnot the debts 95 he 
With, multiplying hand he. gives any ~) 
- The good from others he receives = 
Or for the bad makes‘fair returny ~~ 
- And pays with iat’'relt feqra for Sears.’ apie 
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SE-B Be roy: 
ee gg PR gs am 
The colt and the farmer. 


TT ‘ELL me, Corinna, if’ you can, 
- Why fo averfe, fo'eoy to man? 
Did nature, lavifh of her care, 
From her beft pattern form you fair, 
That you, ungrateful to her caufe, 
Should mock her . gifts, and fpurn her laws ! 
And, mifer-like, withhold that ftore, 
Which, by imparting, bleffes more? 
Beauty’s a gift, by: heaven affign’d 
The portion of the female‘kind 5 
For this the yielding maid demands. 
‘Proteétion at her lover’s hands; © 
And tho’ by wafting years it fade, | 
Remembrance tells him, once ‘twas paid. .- 
And will you then this wealth conceal, 
Foragetoruft, or time to fteal? | 
The fummer of your youth to rove, 
A ftranger tothe joys of love ? 
‘Then, when life’s winter haftens on, — 
And youth’s fair heritage is gone, 
Dow’rlefs to court fome peafant’s arms, _ 


a : 
(a 






¢ 


No gratitude to warm his breaft, © ~ 
For blooming beauty oncé poffefs’d ; 
How will you curfe that ftubborn pride, : 
Which drove your bark acrofs thetide, 
And failing before Folly’s wind, me 
Left fenfe and happinefs behind ! 

Corinna, left thefe whims prevail, 
To fuch as you, 1 write mytale. 

A colt, for blood and mettled {peed, | 
The choiceft of the running breed, =| 
Of youthful ftrengthand beauty vain, | 


_Toguard your wither’d age front harms? ay 


- 


Refus’d fubjection tothe rein 3, © 
In vain the grooms’s officious {kill 


Oppos’d his pride, and check’d bis will ; 


_.. The market calls..v Alongt | 
pte His back muft bear thiesponditous load =: tS fais ek 
‘In vain he ftruggles, -er'eoniplainsy yo ge A- 


_ His limbs, that tot 





Tn vain the matter? sfornaing 
Reftrain’d with threats, 0 
Of freedom proved; ancdicorm a 
Wild o’er th e fpacious aoe he Fan, — Pees al 
Where’er luxuriant pat sainehagd aa pec 4 
Her flow’ry carpet oventhemeady ys ot ike i, ey , 
Or bubbling ftreams,-foft-gkding, BANG! 1: ga ott 
Fo cool and Uaeenlmanancrs PENSE WR ane fa: 
Difdaining bounds,ithecrep’d th opine ades,: . 
And wanton!d:in! thefpoil-he mac en ei-plade “" 
In plenty thusthe: prreetetns) prediiv pia, ¢y phx 
Revolving winterscameatilaft.. cai qn) eo os if 
The trees no moré a fhelter: rreld wy et o.oo ytasSh 


The verdure withers fromthe fields: ¢. Fo hats we att hs 
















fc, 





Perpetual fhowsinveibthe ground3) ay a0 7 ws 
Tn icy chains the ftteams ate bound 3° oe ease 
Cold, nipping winds, and rattling:haik nae bd Ac: 
His lank, uifireltertd fides oflaila: tos oyna eesrn ak 


CAS rohnd! he-caft his -ruefuleyes aba ire Ahi we yond 
He faw. the thatch- ‘rodfdicottage rife. bono) ss 
The prof ped toueh’é hissheart with cheersey.. Soe i". 
And Sapa ‘dkind delivirane bees bay vi? WAY 
A fable, er ft hisfeorn, varidlawtiog sgh) ur Lethe vat 
pak now beceme hisiw peeiee eae ‘ diya je’ te 
affion cool; hi at ‘ 












| a er’s wel dhe fou a Laban sa: 
. ‘Tie mafter f ; fess i ty OE 


irhiswweighty. HS 
And, friendlyy ‘to the fable hediy sitavuKtes. iy Wes f. 
And on “him litter’ dy drefs’d' andfed.s ae oudaigt 44 
Tn flethful eafe, all night he lay 3 ou § xsit’s igets: 
‘The fervant rofe at breakbofiday 30 nea paerdt Sao t 
Tend) tel senor 









| Inceffant blows re wa ‘d ‘tkets 
To-morrow va a ; 


: Chain’ dito the Ploughs 1e re r 
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- Subdu’d by toil, with anguifyrent, » 
His felf-upbraidings found-a vent. 
‘6 Wretch that lam !’" he fighing faid, 
By arrogance, and folly led; 
‘Had but my reftive youth been: brought 
To learn the leffon natute'taught,, | 
Then had I, like my firegof yore, 4) 
The prize for ev’ry courfer bore’ ;. & ! 
While man beftow’d rewards and praife, 
And females crown’d my latter days. 
Now lafting fervitude’s my lot, 
My birth contemn’ ‘d; my {peed forgot, 
Doom’d am I, for my pride to bear, 
A living death, fray ieee to pear 


F AB L E° XH 
“The Owl and the Nightngat | 


™O know the mitre haitiioair aiieki, 
: See if her maids are clean and tight ¢ 
ot Betty waits without herittays, ° 
She copies but her lady’s ways... 
‘When mils comes in with boift’rous thot, 
And drops no court’fey, going outy 
Depend upon’t, mamaisone, 4 
Who reads, or drinks,too much: alone. 
If bottled beer her thirft aR 

She feels enthufiaftic rage, fice 

And burns withardour to chy 4 

‘The gifts and workings of the: fpirit, 

If learning crack her giddy br ains,. 
Noremedy, but death remains. 

Sum upthe varios ills of life, 

And all are fweet to fucha wife. sy 
At home, fuperior witfhe vaunts, 
Andtwits her hufband with his aba. 
Her ragged offspring all around, fhe 
Like pigs are wallowing on the: = ground, Kf 
Im ane saa ever of controuly 9 


“Ee: 


at 


¥: 
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She ne no order but! of fou 
With books her litter’dstiw« i 
Of namelefs authors, never 
F oul bina petticoats anallece * 
J oicep lees li “asd on: 
: sols Gi torr oe 
d always venong: tie 64s Pee noe't 
















i Be ty eyes ake a4 
4 a eee SY, pes ai ‘ 






Abbee, at vilitingsy bert vg 
Ts nepal: 
All meanings 10 Ms Ys tho) okie ST 
And ftands, with: trethand pel u bays we ft t af ME, 

_Ife’er the meetsa gentle hearty: Wrens eater at eng 
Skili’d inthe heufewife’s ufeful art... Prd) on Bat eae 
Who makes her family het cares! “roiues "fi ‘3 wit 
And builds Contensmeht’s:tem ETE 1 ot 
She ftarts atfuch mif insnaturey: ‘Ate ob 3 wis vit £. 
And cries, ‘¢ Lord’ help us ! ~whata creature, 9 

‘Melefla, if thé moral rile gz of : 
You'll find the fable not unlike 

An ow! puffedup with felfigoncsits:ry re 
Lov’d learning better than his meat x 
Old manu{cripts thet Pep easts wot 
And rummagid evervigreces’s Hop. ety 
At paftry-cooks wes-/2 ‘ iy eric: 
And ftrip, tor: Afclences: ew ry Pye,” so i net ey? ‘ga’ Viet 
For modern, postryand witsin.e po as Ale ee NE 
He had readall tha armor wee , Sex sete ee 


So intimate witl 



























Pi pln ‘4 nd 
ie ints te 2 Oey tiny 
a hive $494@ balteed TE 
And iameee es id correéiithe:prelie is. > > ule st aif 
In logic he acquir’dfuchknowledgey: Ser dard Dok. 
You’d fwear him, fellaw-of accollegins » hits 4th: 4I¥ 
-yart andfeieneky:)/ “ox 2, Sut sivitree=! UE 
His daring genius bid defiancey: dimely tedsvborms ol 
And fwallow’d wifdom-with that haftegy sli cu moe 
lat cits do piecnaesea ot teseit om aba 
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And, {creeching, imvelanipeatute’ ‘fong. psi) Be TR 
“ Pert, bufy, thing, thy: airs give: C) "ey Bienen. B 
And Jet my contemplations fear.» Be ht bye sd Sie 
,Whatis the-mufic.of dHYtvoidey ia oi me iggepyy t 
But jarring dione ab ame iibta a botles' Z tor ob 
Be wife. True harmony thou’lt find, ribbon fa Vey 
Not in the throat, butin the minds » =p alae pul 
By empty chirping not’ attain ’dy: ee | : 
But by laborious lRiehy gain’d. Sigs | 
Go, read the authors, Pope! explodes) Veo Wwe 
Fathom the depth of Cibber? Sfodess1" ) nit ide aT 
‘With modern plays improve'thy: wit, ete vei oy 
Read all the learning, Henly ewR TE el riots ne 
And ifthon needs muft fing, fing oe i 
And. epnlate the ways of men's 8 > ae eer 


So fhaly thou grow, likeme’ yefin’d 
And bring improvement to thy: Jind Bt Baa 

“« Thou wretch,” thé little warbler: se ‘dys. : 
*¢ Made up ofissotdnce and: Plidey eine wuss 


Afk all. ae birds, and they’l} declare, ah 
A greater blockhead wings not:air. |» rend? att 
Read o’er thyfelf ; 3 thy talents: Higa nig ease <a ae Be 
Science was‘only meant for hgh! Set eee 3 
No fenfelefs:authors me ise on seht ay omy) SEL 
I mind the duties of myneft,>».¢ 4 by had wad? sia. 
With careful wing, protedtimy:y Youtios one Welw t 7 
And chear their ev’nings witha phot oho arate 
Make fhort, the weary ravlloPswayy wats ba A 
And warble in the poet’s layvr) 9! Sore ee hE Ele 
« Thus following nature, und her fala" bing std: 


From men and birds P-claim applaufe, Daltes aw 
While, nurs’d in pedantry and floth,” Yo de 
An wena Se aang ef a ai chp: i i 4 seit & 
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When pleafure ever on the Wings | 
Return’d companion of the Springs 
And chear’d the birds with am’rous heaty 
InftruCting little hearts to beats. 
A fparrow, frolicky gay, and young, 
_ Of boldaddrefs, and flippant tongue, 
Juft left his ladyofanight, ~ | 
Like him, to follow new delight. _ 

The youth, ef many a conqueft vain, 

. Flew offto feek.the chirping trains _ 
The chirping train he quickly found, 
And with afaucy eafe bow’d round... 

For ev’ry fhe hisbofom burns, )..... ,, 
And this, and that he wooes by turns 3_ | 
And here a figh, and there a bill, ) 
And here + thofe eyes! fo form’d to kill ty. 
And now with ready tongue, he firings 
Unmeaning, foft, refittiels things ; iia 
‘With vows, and dem-me’s {kill’d to woo, 

As other pretty fellows do. © | 

oe that he thought this short eflay, : 
€ prologue needful to hisyplay +. eri 

«© No, truft me, ” fays our learned letter, 

«$s He knew the virtuous fex much. better § 

But thefe he held as {pecious-arts, , 

To fhow his ownfuperior parts, 

The form of decency tofhield, 

And give a juft pretence to Mields oy ads ox 
Thus finifhing his courtly play, ... 

He mark’d the fav’rite ofa days . 

With carelefsimpudence drew nears. 

~ And whifper’d Hebrew. in her ears 

A ‘hint, which, like the mafon’s fign, 





The con{cious can alone divine. 


The flutt’ring nymph, expert at feigning, 
Cry’d, “‘ Sir !—pray Sir, explain your meaning== 
Go prate tothofe that may endureyes—— > 
To me this rudenefs !—I’ll affure ye!” 
Then off the glided like a fwallo 
"As faying—you guefs where to 
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To ee as know'the Party pets sew DY 1h 
Tis needlefsito-deelare they metis <6.» 


The parfon’s barny asauthiors Ween a0, eh 
_ Confefs’d the fair hadeapprehention nee 
Her honour there fecure’ neabeysetatig sh 


She held all farther trifling: ation is aoe ate te | 


‘No more afleétéd to be coy, * 
Bur rofh’d, licentious,:on the ne ee. 


“Hift, love!” .the-maie companion . ery’ds” 


+ Restired while s dcfear we're {py’d.in | 
Nor was the caution sss eieal poe iy 


es turt! le senor ik met Pe PR As) ct S f 


: 6$ Ye, Sanden shea of my care ! Ay 


Peace, peace, ye tittle’ ‘helplefs. pairs : ane Vist 
Anon he comes, your gentle fire, “~ s | os, a 
And brings you all your hearts require... 6) 5) 0+. 


Forus, hisinfafts, andthisbride, 
For us, with only lovetto guide, - 
‘Our lord affumesan eagle's” Speedy 
And, lke alion, dares to 





-Nor yet byawi ntry fkies confin’ deh, Wee se ane ee 
He mounts wpoirthe radeft wind, ea yay 
From danger tears the vital Pd tslisr EPR a ie 
Aud with afeétion fweepens toil, aR ec gc 
Al ceafe, tes -yent’ "rous ! coate: to. aires a ; 





Ii thine,-our dedrer javery Spares 3 os 


From him yecruelalcons fray, : Eoutaine oe 











And turn, ve fowlers, far away) 
** Should “urvive: to. Tee the 
That tears rm ie foe mylelf away 
“Pras Sindee all thar hsav7n ce 
"The dite? ‘bypwaich alone, 2 bey cy 
Alas, how more thane ait were Ty 
W iby mm the thought, al ly det | Md 
“ Ye pow’r, whofmimen. a 
Great rilers of your, rez 
Why inour 
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And e’en the fweets oflove allay’d?.. ines 
_ Where orows Enjoyment, “tall,- ay. et ete 
* Around it twines entangling care 3.° bs i fee EOE 


- While’Fear, for what our foulsipatiels, — ee ee | 


Enervates ev'ry pow’r tobblefss 7) Soyer senor 

Yet Friendhip forms the HGROTE Pife Abr bee 

And, life! what art thou, without. love?” 3 
Ourheto, who had heard apart, | 


“Felt forhetking moving in his hearty) fare 


But quickly, with difdain, fnppe 1 dik aE 
The virtue, rifing‘in hisbreafbs: sol ysyed? on 1 V1 
And firft he feign’dto laugh aloud yi soi! Dates + Fe 
And next, appreaching, {mil’d and bow'd.. Lear 
‘¢ Madam,’ you muft not think mer rude 5 Pik 
Good manners never can intrudes* fo» 0) 00 # 


I vow I came thro” pure g sood satnee by 
(Upon my foul, a charming creature)” 
Are thefe the cova Sones 6f a wife Pv ile nig os 40 br By 
This careful, cloifter’d, “mica ping: disci eer | 
No doubt, that odious’ "thing alba, 4 
Is afweet province of a beauty. 8 
Thou pretty ignorance! thy wilh: > 
Is meafur’d to thy want of (kis ie. 
That good old-fathion’d dame, thy acide: 


Has taught thy infant years ne. othier-—~ 2 66 Ae ghee eM 
. The greateftill in the creation, ~ to) fetid ag ie " 
_ Is fure the want of education.’ OY: Livi : 


But think ye—tell” meé sont ipsingee: ea, 
Have all thefe charms no farther meaning ? hee 
Dame nature, if you. don’t forget hery 















‘Might teach your lady {hip much’ peter Shes, ! 
‘For thame, reject this mean. he ahi gas rag D 

~ Enter the. world, and tafté enj ymier tina eae lata + 

- Where time, by circling blifs we meafure ft 
‘Beauty was form’d i ree ; r pleafure s Shihelhet on Hit 

. Come, prove the blefli ie Ww me 3 Spee Aa 
‘ Be: wife, be happy, ar be bear thls RBS 
“Kind fi,” at epi our: matron ¢ hatte, oa aes 

Your zeal feems pretty much in haft ae Se radpceaey hanes od 
f own, the fondnefs to be blefs’d, m ee ae he, 


gr sais thirftin: euteybteutty athe 
Of bleflings too Lhave'myftorey 6). y 


Yet quarrel not,’ fliould: heav’nigive more; 7 .) 


Then prove the change to be éxpedient,, 
And think me, fir, your: mioft:obedient.”? Me 
Here turning, 48 to one inferior” oc: 


Our gallant {poke and fmil’d fugerior: - Baie 


‘+ Me “thinks to quit yout bdafted flation 
Requires a world of hefitation p!<0 4.000" 
- Where ‘brats! and’bonds are held ablefiogs 
Thecafe, I doubt, is paft redrefling. » 
Wy, child} ‘fuppofe the joys Emention, » =: 
Were'the iicte: fruits ofmy inventions. 
. You’ve caufe'fuficient! foryour: carriage, 


In fying from: the’ ‘cuffe of alia oil 


- That ofly’ ‘dee 5" with vary'd fnares, « ; 
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That takes vour widgeons in’ ie pa ae 


Alike'to hufband and toow ife, 20>. 
The cure of love, and bane of life: of 


‘The only method of forecatting, bee ates be suk 


To ntake misfortune firm and | lafting ¥! 


The fin, by heaven’ 3: pedaliar fencers’ | th at 
a life’ s repentance.) illite 
‘Tt is the double fale, thattivedsd dr fad vy 


Unpardon’d thro’ 


A common tale to different: gaan 
That leads the carcafs Ati aftray, © 
By dragging geach a dii’rent) way. 
Of all the alls 
From marriage, mighty gods, ‘defend me ! 
«¢ Give me frank nature’s wilddemcfiis,” 
And boundle( track of air ferené,” 
Where Fancy, ever wing’d for change, 
Delights to {ports delights. torange 3 
There, Liberty! te thee is owing © 
W hate’er of blifs:is srorth te Ring = 3 
Delights, {till vary’d andi divine, 


as 


Sweet goddefs of the hills ate thine, ae N 
«¢ What fay you now, you pretty t dink sate 


Haye I, for once, {poke reafon, think you? 


You take me now for: no? Ley 
: oi 
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Goneeid never frudy for Seree ¥ nidinhto ii ea 
Away; caft ev Ty care beltind-you,, ich.qotneribald ae ty 
And fly, where joy alone fhall find. you.? hiss tes wee ent 
“ Soft yet, return’d.ous female fentery: 0) - ant 
A queftion more, enfo—and-thep fx. i) og, ics or A 
¥ou’ve rally’d me withifenfe CXCERMIB LE 6 iret: beds ‘4 
With much fine wit; sand better brecdiage saan « ; sas 


But pray, fir, hewade you, cContiivie 1% }-efhind oink 
De thofe of your. world never; Away eit???, i ek ROE SON 
¢¢ No no,” —4dhomi then?” t W hy, dare Lt tell hye : 

+. What iene ‘the ‘pnfinefs: full; ae-welbarably. 1. “tt 


+ Do you ne’er, love 2rd} An hourat tere : eg r 

¢ Have you no. friendthips??7 oot: « yes, for spleasy re Hes, 7 
‘+ No care fer little ones ?2’—— —‘*+ We #ehasPan 55 sx'po¥ 

The reft the mothergimind-—and le A@iBrose onivE-oL 

“Fhou wretch,” xejain’d the, kindling d loves, eh. dere 

+f Quite loft to lif'syas- Joftite: \Gidatelsiay Mieie ede weds 

Whene’er misfortune comes, how jut! eon TEA, 

- And come misfortune farely-mutts:.. irae, Sites oie 
~. In the dread feafon of dilmayscper iy pad rooryion on? 
En that your hong ef. pial Lay eruit-o: auraroteien ovmte- eX 
dvd. oe 9.8 


ve 


ae Be 
a oe 


Whothen {hall prep your fin. copii taseieg “g 
Who bear afhiction’s weightier part: Se ee oer me 
ate Say, “when the black-brow’d. svelkia bande veil - 
And winter ’s gloomy, form /impends, ; fas a3 nemeeeazes A 
‘fo mourning turns all. tranfient cheery 5 « yeh nhs = + at 
And blaift the melancholywyeans% Lig age apis tey ih 
For times at no perfuahion fay. ate ASTD cal eile 40) 
Nor Vice can find pespatual, May seorrism roy’ 
‘Then where’ 5. the to sesdiy Fal ifs it fionreviD » 
‘That foul of pertne!S, 3, Meaither fled agit? Hie te bse By 
All fhrank: within-thy. IOHEAY, nett - wipe thee che 
¥F orlorny abandon’d,..and, unblefs’d_ 2 Piadtbsanty: Ck 
No. friends, by cordial, bands ally’d, iadid-cirod'? 
Shall feek- thy cold, unlpcia fides rahi he lon Bwtsveiney 
No chirping. pratlers to.delight.:; {. yas EAL criti Uae 
Shall turn the longepacn ne -nesiis by ve os bony eegaw Qe 
Ne bride: her r words of, balm impartyso ightonb Abe 
And warm thee, at her conftant Maatbeconee A vicki 
“ F ‘reecom, ea ain’d- A pee forocy ee 
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Is as the fun’s unvarying courfe,” ey) GAs Y 
| Benignly attive, fweetly bright; ” ae ey 
Affording warmth, affording light ! - 
But, torn from Virtie’sdacred rules, ©. 7 
Becomes a comet, gaz’ dby fools, 9 9 1s. 
Forboding caresy and {tornis, ‘and {yife, 4017 
And fraught with all the pliuges of lifes © 

-“* Thou fool ! thy ution ev'ry creattre 
Subfifts, thro’ univerfal nature 5 
And this, to beings void of mind, 
“Is wedlock, of ameaner'kind. 9 - 


ea 


«6 While womb’d in {pace, ‘primeval clay 90) > *--. 
A yet unfathion’d- embryo lays? saliols evs osah 
The fource of endlefs good above @ vivid e 
Shot down his ark of kindling Tove 3 TRS at 
Touch’d by the biL-enbii'wiie Markey 
Then Motion firft exulting came,’ is 


‘Each atom fouglit itstep’rate elafs, |!’ 


Thro’ many’a fair enamour’d'mats p> Math: 
Love caft the central/charm around; : oi Bint: Creat 
And with eternal nuptials boundi eq habit “d OD 
Then Form an Ordero'érthe teyps 97) i os bok 


Firft train’d their bridal perip on’high} oo! 7 
The fan difplay’d his orb’to fight) vere: vo rd OT 
And-burn'd with hymeneal Reettn TE EES et a 
'*¢ Hence nature’s vir ‘inowonib eénceiy’d,) 9 2." en 
-And with the genial Burden heay’d ; 1 biennial 
Porth came thesdek,*her firlt born henry) 629 08 


And fcal’d the breathing Meep ofair 3) 2 
Then infant ftems, of various ufeys) © pig ici 
Imbib'd her foft maternal'juice 39-0 2) 

The flow’rs, in early bloom difelos’d,, es sale 
Upon her fragrant breaft-repos’d Pe Sage oe uaa . ves ‘ 
Within her warnrembraces orew; 2). Bs oa 
A-race of endle{s formitand hué;) 02 2d. BUT ES bE > 
Then pour’d her lefler offsptiiix round, TGs Wak 4 : 


And fondly ctoth’d theit parent, ground, Aa oted a 3 
_“¢ Nor here alone the ViIPeUe FEI sRed IT Wie 9a ek 


By matter’s cumb’ring formdetain’d 5° > 


“Bie Baba oti setsde Hoh Pe salah 
Brig SS as meen ¥ = ‘ 
to . 
: Ls + “tes 
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Bat thence, fabliming,, and. refin’d,, ait pcr salt a al 


Afpir’d, and reach’d its kindred mind, ad °8 fal 
Caught in the fond cele ftiabfirey:s o>. ae iy ee 
The mind perceiv’deunknown defirey Gos.) tas a 


And now with kind effufionflow’dyso tsiioo 6 certian) 
And now with, cordial ardoursglow? 1d» ili A 
Behelda fy mpatlietic fairy: gq say My iota As gues tbat 
And Jov'd its oseaupofembl ances tiene F MW testipea 
On all with circling radiance froney =, pi) 28) 
But cent’ring, fix'd qn one alone 3-4-2 0) ’ 
There clafp’d the heaven- appointed ey, e robanwn et 
And doubled: everyjoyrof Wifes er h a cco ia Ye 
““ Here ever blefling, ever! blefs’ds, hcol Seni Toe 
-Refides this beauty ofthe breaft., as Hep esse! o 
As from his palaces-here: the god: 
Still beams. effulgent blifs, abtoad;: Mie aay ee byt i 
Here gems his own eternal cae pie hae Sek 
Thering, by which the svorld is. cud: Mm TE OTA 
Here bids his feat of empite grow,” ayy. ro yeti“. 
And builds his’ little heavinebelowl: 429 o¢7 Tso ~ woud 
“ The bridal partners.thusally'd,. | entete aiign bed. 
And thus in fw ect accordancety'dy,! Piri seek t 
One body, hearty. and.fpirit-} Ber te: Lae 
Enrich’ d byewry joy they: PiVe Fx ppd ere eds 
Like echo, from-her vocal hold, iPyit aS y htgeed BA 
‘4 Return’d- in mufic, Bw enty folde-i Ben urce cone?! 
~"Theirunien,: firm . and undeeav?dy sinew ods dsiwboA 
Nor time cai. thakse, ; ner pow? ie invades emco gies 
a as the ffem, andi ftion. a ; oxt:s Heber! 
Ingrafted bya thilf A lesa few crea “ssi ist \ 











Thev check the tempeft's: wintry reves Sa % 
And bloom and ftrengthen into. ages: BEAT EINE © 2 
‘# thoufand amities ynknowa, 2p ord th aver) et Son's 
And pow’rs, perceiy%diby: Lowe alon agioe ied mids W 


- Endearing looks, and chaflé defines) 41 bas! Sy aot A 
‘Fan and fupy ort tthe, emutvial fires: Nekwa sored a ot! (‘t 
’ Whole flame perpetuad, asrefipt’ds) | a te y [Eigen fA 
“As fed by an immortal -mind. iy CaaS ad Pat ‘ 
“© Nor: yet the nuptial fa ie: ieee Ayrgsiben eet 
Like Nile it duce and def pase aS 
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_ Which,. by apparent winding led, Ea. 
We trace teits colethiat hdadve sists oe wT as 
The fire, tirft {pringing from abovey: ili eaeur 3 


awe 


Becomes the fource of life. and oe halen ago 
“And gives his filial heitetodlowiegyit quae) vol ~o veh oils 


In fondnefs down on. forgdaalanon st siemeareg vin lis aid 
Thus roll’din-one'continw’d tideyed 402008 ya yo ue 
To time’s extremeft verge they. glide, ; 
W hile kindred: ftreams, omeither handy: He 
Branch forth j ink c Hingis er the land.. i eae 
Thee, wretch | nadlifping babe : Thal mabey che 
Nolate returning Brecher ul sine: “is eA Rie be TE SY 
“No kinfman om thy, road rejoice, (emloxiomin al fies’ 
No fifter greet thy ent’ Ting voice, © i! ous Jt OVD 
With partial eyes no parents fee, cant Pista OP egg | 
“And blefs their years, reftor’din thee. Aare he 5 rt 
‘Ty + bn age rejected) vordeclined caus ior «242 ci] 








-Anal.en, even among thy: kindy: ane Ved he A 
The oartantet thyfeorn?d embracey 6 0G pag ase 
Shall play the wantoninethy faces Hay re st Saag 
Each fpark unplume thy Hea ha piiiies ss Aad Lect 

_ All friendthip fly thy taithful fideby at a Sais ve boom 
See, name fhall, like thy, eaneafs,: Pore ney oh ein 


In. ficknefs. {purn’ din Heda forgot. SARS 
3 + All giving pow’r: aay gare of Life? ROTA 
~.O hear the parent! hear the: wacitle fe 9 lays th, to gid 
&That life, thow lendeft from abovejiec oe) sie S24 











‘Tho’ little, make it large: in dover: ep eae tay ba 
O bidmy feeling hearkexpends. i400 Gp Gas 

’ Toev’ry claim, omevery handy 2) 
_To thofe, from: whom my days Tdvéw, Hs 
To thefe, in whonrthof tdaapeEne ik ig ee E 
To all mv kin, however‘wide,- Og es, ny woot Fe 
In cordial warmthyas blood allvediier riiogae 5.2L 
To friends with steely.fetrers twin’ ee Ei Eee re 3: 3 
_And-te the ervel, hot: unkind, | pias! ag ets Soa 
‘But chiefthe feed of pry’ defire, 1 we ee 13 ‘. 
My life, myfelf, myfoul my fiteye0 08 0) 0S 
‘Friends, children, al tha: ofc Cains « Tone 


: Chafte Deuen seletpy andite satahe namee” 6) a. “ngs! hi 


: ae of 


2 MOORE FABLE sh 


O {pare him, {pare hints gracious powir t boy gf al aiehO Oe] 4 
O give himto my latefthourt:) 9. sls ia one es 


Let me my length of ifeemploy, gaily Py ys . 
ee give my fole efijoynent joy ! EYE 9 spa By AE ; 4 ASB, work 
His love, let mutual loveexeites 1. mai gid 2o;e DORE 
Turn all my cares to hisedelitesay. uo 0 » wok danhugiad 
And ev/ry needlefs blefing fpata, suv 21 ai di Loveadt 
W herein my darling; wants a arse ere TARO e aeesT O. 
“+ When he with eraceful action, wWooety, boi a 
~And ugely bi ills, andfondly coges, aot ae 
Ah! geckme vhisseyesvaloné, Sig Sk 
With charms attractivers: histowns! oti Ha sig Tela 
*And in my circling, wings on a are) cece bial on 
Give all the lover. to. myubreaftyising 741 2981Q 19-50 
Then in our ene. connubial: bed Gf “aie chsh te 4 
My bofom pillow’d fer his:head, 
His eyes, with li : ley a 
And w atch, with me, my lord’s repofes peek fe 
Your peace around desssreplas sewiog 9 fs 
1m. with aleve like mime. oir o- 
6&¢ And for I. know his gen? ‘rons amey 
‘Beyond whate’er my fex can claims | Five 
Me too to your-protedtie ey Ue 
And fpare me for bie hufband’s fake 3 © ant 
Let one unraffied calm delight» Evo. psa fh citaaee's 






















The loving and below’d@innite,) so.) . neisg 21) wee Ow 
One pute defire a helen seashell titi? -ueitil gots 

i info rm 3. i af dere epadtit < me 
Thro’ ease tial ‘aid faftain,: — 


la death, one eae grave contain.” paved ers OT 
While,. {welling wi th the di, lb ee 4 
> Her accents. pour’d: anendiets ftreamy:: ony ast 42 is fe oc ae 
- The w ell- known wings a found isypare,! . HiPera thee'L 
That reach’d her ear, andtouch’d ex thei 5 ies 1g ol 
. Quick dropp’dthe imafie, of her tongac fs Fe arti: ion 
_ And forth with eager joy, fhe Og “beara. ag b. wh 
ort fleay,’ segbygl gat ‘altho Bagi, 
he View so. Fete the 1, Bai 
T helr-w ings, thgix fouls embraciags meet. ja: “ek Stet “Ty 
" TRUS Watha ad Ws dure beatp..! a ea nie 
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~ Falf latte fcegd Scapa Dblefs’d»: Aaat 9 5 

With raptures felty but ne’er expr Ane ile ee 
Straight to her humble roof. fhe fed 

fi oe partner of her fpotlels bed 5. teas 

é Her young, a futt’rmag paingriles 5 ik Cee 

Their. w eleow ne {parkling in their: CVSS sae ore eae 
‘Tranfperted, to their fire they; bound,’ ie oer eS 

And hang with fpeechleds action x = alts , A 

En pleafure wrapt, the parents fan 

And fee their litt > wings expand $: 

tdining prigem oo) 9 .. 





Fhe fire his life-: 
To, cach.expefting bal, applies, 
There fondly pours, the wheaten foals re Phat 
With tranfport giveHyo tho’ Ww Onr ie ae si fata 
- While, all cotle ecied at the fights. ban ree yaritee i 
And. fi ilent thro? ft ‘upreme, delight,» bila Ak ) 
; The fair high heav? n of blifs. beguilesy pe 
e ‘And on her lord and infants {miles.. 
es Eh efparro® whofe attention hong: - 
| eee the dove’s enchanting Bong te sy: . mer 
Of all his little fights difarm’d,: ha ar) 9S GT 
And. frem himfelt, by xirthe ey ty aL iaiahcap eee 
When. now he oe what ei y feem’ he ae veh damn 
A fact, fo late a fable debmie is a fia 
. His ful to envy he refign’ dg HL fe err nerite: BOS ga 
‘His hours. a ony fork g Nias OE ee ate 
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breathof fame, _ ant Ne cing ie te ae 
pot the eta ley Page 
breae Ree abgea’ § {picy- Co - 
Nor as the healing {p 
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That bbedth alon ‘Arabia’s: ical rhasst aidel Wet 
The travler, if Goch gadtetneyact fet esvuta cuuigew 
May turn uncenfur’d to his waygusui 400 tg as, 
Polluted ftreams apain wee Habe. $05 6 tail, fo wsctisy wil 
And deepeit wounds admitacure x: | . 6 ~ugsoy: tab 
But woman no fedemptioa knowsy (0! roid 
The wounds of hénour never elitr: ines 
Tho’ diftant - ‘hand:to. guides” Dubai 
Nor ikill’d on life’ ‘tempeftuoustie, » FEST 
If once her feeble bark’ feeedé;. 4. *%, : 
Ordeviate from the courfe decreed,’ 
In.vain fhe feeks the friendly ‘fhore, Ber 
Her {wifter folly dlies before's¢ 40) g:0@7 y Guo; 
Thecircling | ts againtt therelofe,: 5 os ka aay citi 
And fhut the wand’rér from repote,” rn 
*Fill by conflicting waves: ‘oppreft, “St 
Her found’ring pifnance: finks to ret. teat 
Are there no ¢ of’ rings to-atone > ‘pieds Lyegie 3 oH go. hata 
For but a ingle error’ B Nene3 25 2 aati ¥ ae ski 3 
vornah is avow’d’ of “ap ents 1029 2S abo J 
No daughter of celeftial. moulds ® ait shat ect ie 












“Her. temp’ring nod without allay, ia msioh m EAT fe g A. 
And form’d but of the-hner clay, 76. 9 BL Napa A 





We challenge from the mortal thas 











The ftrength angelicnaturesclainy 3°) ay | brah Be a 
’ Nay ‘more, for facred flories telly gyal } ape ae - if 
“That ev’t n immortal an eee ee Dad totyel af 
7 over fills the: teei Titers Los z gia: 3 3A, bib 


mid earth, and ambient pee be -¢ 
With varying elem onts endu’ 2 , 
Was form’d to fall, and rife rantee ‘a, OS ala 
The ftars no fix’d duration: kiiow $ BFF 
Wide. oceans ebb, again toflow;. “ 
T he moon repletes’ er waining 
- All-beauteous from het late dif 
‘And fans, that mourn. approact 
Refulgent rife, with new bornlig 
Ta vain may;Deathiand Time oh me ie 
“While nature mints her’ arr Aa 
_ And holds fome vital: er 
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Like virtue hid in every hearts 

"Tis hence, reviving warmth is feen, 

To clothe a naked world'in green. ie 
No longer barr’d by winter’s- cold, 

Eien the gates of life wifold ; 

cae each infect tries his | pear 
And lifts freth pinons on the {pring oe 
Again from ev’ry latent roet, > 
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The bladid ftem and tendril fhoot, ail 


Exhaling incenfe to’ RHE TR Peg Pil) +5, Wiig 
Again to perifh, and totife, oo 7 
And muft weale Woman then aifown, 

The change to which a world is prone? 
In one meridian brightnefs thine, © 0) 


And ne’er like’ ev ning funs decline? 


Refoly’d and firm alone PPEs Hiigh Prue digest: 
What we demand of woman? Yes, 9 Pe taatss 


But fhould the {park of veftal fires 

In fome unguarded: howe expires 2 2850 
Or fhould the nightly’ thief invade,” 
Hefperia’s chafte'and facred fhade,i 
Ofall the blooming fpoils poffefs’d, 
The dragon, Honour, charm’d to reft, 
Shall Virtue’s flame no more return >. 
No more, with virgin {plendour burn? 
No more, the tavag’d garden blow,” ¥ 
With fpring’s fucceeding bloffom: erie 
Pity may mourn but not reftore § 
And woman falls—to r rife no more, 

Within this: fublunary, fphere,* : eS 
A country lies—no matter where 3. ~ San oy 
The clime may readily be found, 99 > 
By all, who tr ee yrowund.: 
A ftream, call” soe ro es glide 





And equally Re jand di : | er 


And here of Vice, the} aie Kes, 

And there the hills of Virtue rife. » 
Upon a mountain’s airy ftand, 

W hofe fummit look’d to either dnd 

An | ek pair their setenoR: 
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As well for profpeét, as repofes 
¥or mutual faith they long were fam’d,. 

~ And Temp’rance, aud Rel 

A num/’rous progeny diyimey:iy +! 


” Confels’d the honours of their line; © 
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‘Was centr’d more than 
For heav’n, to gratulate her birth,: .- 
Gave figns of future joy toearth: 
White was the rube this infant worey _.- 
And ciate name fhe bore... 45. 
~~ And now the maidin flatune-grew,* 

{ A flow’r juft 
_ Of’ thro? het : 
And wreftling with the lambkins play’ 
‘Her looksditiufive fweets bequeath « 
The breeze gréw purer as 
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The morn her radieat blufh.aflum’d s¢ oy ty ous 


The {pring with earlier fragrance bloam’ds.. 
And nature, yearly, took delight,'.;... 








Like her, to drefs the world in whte.. 5, . Aces 

But when her rifing form wasfeny 5.) 

To reach the crifis of oe TEN ett eer eta 
Her parents up the mountain’s head, . Sd ae: 
With anxious itep their d@awlngleds.:- i ior 7 
By turnsthey fnatch’d her totheir brea%, jot 
And thus the fearsof ageexpreis'd. Bg eee PTT 
“QO joyful caufe of manyacares 4 
© daughter, too divinely fair 3°. >. ; ee. 

Yon world, on thisimpertant dayy. °° gt | 

Demands thee to a dang’yous ways ii ie 
_A painful journey, all muft go, 4 os cere i> % | 
‘Whole doubted period none can knows sy) 9 ho Ji 
Whole due direétion whe tan find, 8) 
Where Reafon’s mute, andi C fe. : blind “) . 
_Ah, La bat unequal Jeadens thefe, 4 a: ye % : : 
Thro’ iuch a wide'perplexing meze ler 5 9 oa 
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‘Then matk the waraingsefthe wiley 9) 6 > 


Aad learn what love-ajid ye ey 


&* Far to the right. thy profpedt- yemdy 
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‘Where yonder: tow’riagshills.afcend; i 


Lo, there the arduouspath’s imyiews 54 dieny + 


Which virtue and her fons. Pieriue 5; | 
With toil o’erlefs’ning-earth they-xaile,,. 
And gain, and gain: upon the-iiies. -. 
Narrow’s the way her children: tread, 
No walk for-pieafure fmoothly fpread; 
But rough, and difficult, and ftcep,— 


Painfulto climb, and hard- ‘to keep. - Bs - ; 


_ Fruits immature thofe lands. suspen 
A food indelicate tovfenkes!: ri need due! se. 
Of tafte unpleafant, yet from Oaple ; 
Pure Health, with: eheertabw i igor flows,: 


And Strength, unfee ling of decay, Pye U> 


‘Vhroughout the long laborious way. 
‘¢ Hence as they {cale that heavy “nly roady. 


Each limb is lightén’d of’ his: ‘load sr x aed ae 
From earth refiniag ftill they: we SE A CHT HS 


And leave the mortal weight Belov sh tsi cil eae 


‘Then {preads the ftrait, the'doubtful . elegy | 
And fmocth the rugged path Appenys ae t 
For cuftom turns fatigue toreale;s6).o- fea 
And taught by Virtue, paincan pleafes), : 

a At length, the toilfeme journey ery: 


And near the e bright, eeldftial thore,. + Bole i ae ve: 


A gulph, black, fear ful, and, profound,’ 
Appears, ofeither world-the baund, . 4) 


Thro’ Mgekuske leading: up ‘to light $ Pas a 
Senfe backward fhrinks, aid fhuns ees ees bs Ai) 


For there the tranfitoryitrain, oF Seow 38 


Of Time, and Form, and Gdre and Painj! | 
And Matter’s profs, ineumb/7r memati / oh 





Man’s late aflociates, cannot palssc i 4. fol “i 


But finking, quit th’, immortakchaiges Part hig 


And leave the weond’rite fonl at datiges gee 


Lightly the wines her obyious' ways. : Aidviet 


And mingles with eternakdaye soln & st? sys 
‘“Thither, O thither “wing thy: feed, 
Tho? pleature acs Wed or pein, impedes;; 
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To fuchth’ all-bounteous pow’r has giv’n, 
For prefent earth, a future heav’n 3) 0) 
For trivial lofs, unmeafor’d’gain, 

And endlefs blifs, for traifient pain. > > — 
Then fear, ah! fear ‘totura thy fight,» 905 © 
Where yonder flow’ry fields invites (57°) 
Wide on the left the path-way bends," 
And with’ pernicious eafé defeendss) 


There fweet to fenfe and fair to fhow, She phe 


_ New-planted Edens feem to blows ’eew! 
Trees, that delicious poifon beats oP so Rois! 
For death is vegetable CHOPEU TT FRITS RoE OA 
‘“ Hence is the frame of health unbrac’d, oy | 
Each finew flack’ning at the tafte 5 bai 
The foul to paflion yields her throne, _ 
And fees with organs not her own 9 PRR Ag 0 
While, like the flumb’rer in the night, © 0 0. 


Fleas’d with the fhadowy dream of light, tat 1Jist.nte * 


Before her alienated: eyes, =). . 
The fcenes of fairy-landarife;. 9 9°! 
- The puppet-world’s amufing thow, — 
Dipt in the gaily-colour’d bow, ® °° 
Sceptres, and wreaths, and plitt’ring things, — 
The toys of infants, and’ of kings, °° . 
That tempt along the baneful'plain, - ey tas 
. The idly wife, andlightly vain, |» Pep TOTe gat 
Till verging on the gulphy thore,” 
Sudden they fink, and rife no more. 
«¢ But liftto what thy fates declare, cies 
Tho’ thou art woman, frail as fair, 
If once thy fliding foot fhould ftray, 
Once quit yon heav’n-appbinted way, 
For thee, loft maid, for thee alone, 
Nor pray’rs fhall plead, nortearsatone; | 
Repreach, fcorn, infamyj;and hate, = 
On thy returning fteps fhall wait.» +" 
Thy form be loath’d'by ev’ryeye,* 
And ev’ry foot tily prefence fly.”" 
Thus arm’d with-words of potent found, Be 
Like guardian angels plac’daround, 
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A charm, by truth: teh Oe Gaftysns 

Forward your young adyent’rer | pated. 

Forth from her facred eye+lids fent, ; 
Like morn, fore-running radiance w ent 
While Honour, hand: maid late aflign’ d, 


_ Upheld her lucid trainjbehind. | 


"6 Awe- ftruck, the much admiring: pied 

Before the virginvifion bow’d, ©) }.; 

Gaz’d with an ever new delight, — 

And caugt: freth virtue at the fights. 

For not of earth’s unequal frames ik.) 

They deem’d the heav’n coinppunded, dame, ' 

If matter, fure the moft nen’ tg 3 Piette tots ad 

High-wrought and temper’d. into, minds Erage et 

Some darling daughter of the: day, bin Shee at: ai TM 

And body’d by! her native ray. AP a f 
_ Where-e’er fhe pafles, thonfanda ey ad 3 i 

And thoufands, where fhe moves, attend 5 ror 

Her ways obfervant eyesconfefs, 


Her fteps purfuing praifes blefs,; ||. 2gisqf * as 


"€ 


While to the elevated;maid 5°) o5e7t 36:04 pgarhet 
Oblations, as to heav’n, are paid. Sah ah, 

<¢ "Twas on an ever-blithfomeday, 9, ; | 
The jovial birth of rofy May, i s Vi] 
When genial warmth, no more fapprels'd,. : 
New melts the froft in ev’ry breaft. ban: 3 
The cheek with fecret flufhing dyesy jo: 
And looks kind things from chaftett eyes iythy 
The fun with healthier vifage) glows, 5 


‘Afide his clouded kerchief throws, 


And dances up th’ etherial plain, © _ 


Where late he us’d to climb, with pain, 


While nature, as from bonds fet free, 
Springs out,andgives a loofetoglea 
«¢ And now ee momentary rely y sade doh 


The nymph her travel’d ftep repreli'dy 


Jult turn’d to view the flage attain’ds,. 
And glory’d in the height fhe gain’d. , 


~ QOut-ftretch’d before her wide. Ganev: 


The reams of fiveet pordision. ie 
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And pity touch’d her foul with woe, wrkyd sree A 
Tofeea world fo loft belowez nei oto) f weyte 
When ftraight the breeze began vo breathiey: we Tad 
~ Airs gently waftedfronmbeneathh ot? odin ota 
That bore commiffion'’d witeherafe: thence Wy 
. And reach’d her fympathyofdenfes ou Tay bie tn 


No founds oPdifedrd, that: ergot douse ck, es 
A. people funk, and loftah weesIlie Mativ cit gist 


But as of prefent good po sfofs'd Pores BBC aE Saad 
The very triumph igakng blefs’d, beth ape hr ay 
The maid in wrapt abecanibainas 4 . om 6 tra ae 
While thus. approaching’ ‘firens faa thaw eant 

‘¢ Hither faireft, hither haf visas ERIE ETE Mt TE 








Brighteft beauty; edmelan a 3 beiS Tg ties ohurkgatt 
“What the pow’rs oft bhifseu iafoldy: gneb wt : sade thcrod 
devs, too mighty to be told so" en 1m ea. od hak 
afte wha@extafies they give, <1 git are r st 
Dying raptures tafte,: tanddive. a eat. Pure Peed Let Py 

bac) thy lap,. See aha a vay see 4 
Nature empties all hér treafure,” eh Hig Reet ni 
Soft defires, that {weetly fangruith if ik sere 





Fierce de lights, that difeto’ rabenitiy O8 1s) aD 
Faireft, doft thou\yerdélay P eae ae cigees a Be keas 
Brighteft beauty, come away, 7 07 Se 04 


co Lit het,: When the foward. cliides’ he fs 
Sons of pedantry,» tameke pride. arte led? Ms arn aE 
Snarlers,, to whofe seble-fenfe,? inet SiH pay she Sc 
April fonthi 7 
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Wego OT: egarts bused alco 
yar al etal s wat” fn digs Shek kt 

Age and Envy wil MGwiecrly taidoal iw aghott 
Ken againft the joystheyiprizegiew b ou > ail obra 


«¢ Come, in Pleafure’s balmy ‘baw; ” apie a 6 hi DaPs” 


ie. 


- Slake the t] hirfings of tliyfoul, “5 taut otal oisc"4 
°*Tillthy Yaptur’ "d-pow’rs are'faintinge Rqotessin sie é 
With enjoyment, “pat the paintings ™ Dass aes § egct iq 
Faireft, doft thou yot-delaly Prins Gt -W tay 
Brighteft beaury, ' ‘come ageay.! Blows ott ab resi! x 
So fung the firensy as of yore;! ail) EM OF b* ict ety" i 
Upon the falfe Aulbiianuhore §: fats sabe nk bE“ yreborks ;: 
Aud, O! for that preventing tog Sf tac b ioidah, a 


That bound COINa Snares W's veiterod he 
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That fo our fair one might Withftand > 


The covert ruinnow athand. ae AS 
_ The fong her charm’d attention drew, °- feu 
When now thetempters ftood inview 3° °° 8°" 


Curiolity with prying eyes,” > 2. > - 

And hands of bufy, bold’emprize ¢° | 

Like Hermes, feather’d were her feet, © 

And, like fore-running Fancy, fleet, ~ 

By fearch uhtaught, by toil untir’d, 

To novelty the tibPalpiPPdsrai ket ano 

Taftelefs of ew ry good poffefs’d, 

And but in expectation blefs’d, 7 

— Withher, affociate Pleafure came)” 

Gay Pleafure, frolic-loving dame, ae 

Her mein, all-(wimming in delight, — 

Her beauties, half reveal’d to fight ; 

_ Loofe flow’d her garments from ‘the ‘ground, 

And caught the kiffing winds around, 

As erit Medufa’s looks were known, 

To turn beholders into ftone,y °° 0 

A’dise reverfion here they felts’ ~~” 

And in the eye of Pleafure melt. : 

Here glance, with fweet perfuafion ¢harm’d $ | 

Unnerv’d the ftrong, the fteel’d difarm’d ; 

No fafety, e’en the flying find,’ 9) “7s ++. 

Who, vent’rous look but once behind. | ©" 
Thus was the much-admiring maid, sae EIB es 

While diftant, more than half betray’d: - a Bon fei 

With imiles, and adulation bland, ~*~ 

They join’d her fide, and feiz’d her hand ; 

Their touch envenom’d fweets inftill’d, - 

Her frame with new pulfations thrill’d, © 

~While half confenting, half denying, ° 

Reluctant now, and now complying. pclae 

Amid{t a war of hopes, andfearg, Mest 

_ Of trembling withes, fmiling tears, © 

Still down, and down, the winning pair, 

~Compell’d the ftruggling, yielding fair. ~~ 

~ + As when fome ftately veffel, bound 
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To bleft pee s diftant ground; <r seo wet so Ot ced ES 
Borne from her courfes; haply lights. ifiut sya alL 
Where Barca’ syflow "ry iclime, Anvitese: pmabondk soe 2 

Conceal’d around whofe treach orQus land ff ror nage 


rad 
' Lurks the direrock, and dangrousfands ; di ges winGiind 


x 


The pilot warns with taihaudoary) gy isd io shawl BoA. 
Tofhun the much-fiatpe¢te ed hhotesiost+s ot agra et > bee 


In vain; the tide, toa{nbtly. firongy a Ai-oic? 3! Pb 

Still bears the wrefHlinp: bark, enacts ch Payal tear ‘eat rae | 
Till, found’ring,» the refigns ‘Aisi aiien -gtheilion af 
And, finks, o ‘erwhelm’d,, avithall, hen fi i reigh gk 


“So, baffling ev'ry. bar to finh) st ve ids ogHS Ad FIA ‘f aA 
And heaven’s sawn Hey plazid writhing} 5 sec: is MW: 





Along the devious moptlslefaaaty > J (oniteslt af82 
With pow ’rs increafing as, they.wenty. {ls nied ser FOL, 
The dames, accuftom’d, to{nbdue,., Midi Hoe ASE 
- As with a rapid. curret Ho eT SVuririse isd teach eld 
And o’er the fatal, ‘houndscanyex ‘dp: iat ads Heat bul 
‘Lhe loft, the long- reluctant, Meidyon! o\¢ lak fitness 2h 
Here fap, ye fair ones, and» peer d aut @r 
Nor fend your fond affeQions theres | 7 putt ph wy 
Yet, yet your dashes) now, deplor’d,».. en bal 
May tuna, to you andheay’n reftor’d, ‘ak ais cindt 
Till then, with, ESA UEIb ORION Waits! ab bis raul 
The fecvein: of her better fate. Sansa isishe vi 


With honour, Jefe, upon the, Gare da, ,cet Rise cul. 
Her friend and hgad-maidnew,no,moro's o8VR a L 

Nor, with the quiltyworld upbraidesm: is) ole 
‘The fortunes me retch, beitapite bos ect kaw 
But o’er her failing ca aveil, we ebit ton bap (ves De 











Rememb’ring, you yeurfelves are fails» 3 guun) sad T 
And now froma “all jenguiring Hi fi octtet)4bH 
Faft fled the confcions: {hac wa tepold 44 


-'The damfel, from_a thort, rep iO Posi: tO tation io - 
Confounded at her plight,: pec. co. ead seb AL . 
- As when, with flumb‘rous’ Weight opprofrd 913, 1 
Some wealthy.mifer,finks torefty yah as) a evob lina 
Where felons cye the. litt'ring preyzyifiedis bMlaqe.J 
And fteal his cai $f ai acs 13i -ttolw ax 1 
He, borne where golden-indys fireams, ihe ye ae 
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OF pesall and quarry’ddiamond dreams, 
Like Midas, turns the ¢lebe'to OPe,. ae 
And fandsall-wraptamidft his flore 36 "2 °° 
isl wakens, naked;: ahddefipoiltd 03.0 > 
Of that, for which his years had toil’d. 

So far’d the nymph, cher treafures spain 
And turn’d, like Niobe, to fone, io coat : 
Within, witibomna obfcurey SP ele | 

She felt all ravag’d, alldeftroy’d.» 

And, O thou curift, infiduousiceatte!:.() 

Are hele’ the ble fines Dhaka tert ce 
Thefe, virtue! thefe thejoys they: find,’ 
Who leave thy heav’ n-tops ‘hills behind 2 
Shade me, ye pines! ye eaviersis; hide! 

Ye mountains, cover met les peg 

Her trumpet flander rais’d oh cackon b, 

And told the tidings to the {ky : 

Contempt difcharg’d a living gdarty 
-Afide-long viper to-her heart | 
Reproach breath’d poifons.o’er her faces 

And fuil’d, and blafted ev’ry-grace; yt 
Officious Shame, . her hand-maid new, +! 
Still turn’d the mirror:to her views) 
While thofe in crimes the deepeft dy'dy. 


_Approach’d to. whiten ether fide; vd aes ah 


And ev’ry lewd, infalting-dame, 
Upon her folly oan tor foute : wh ro ys 
‘What fhould fhe do? Avsempe one mores ol 
To gain the late deferted thore? . © rk 
‘So trufting, back the-mourner flew, 
As faft the train of fiends purfues 20) ee 
, Again, the farther fhore” ‘sattam’ds Rie BrtiB 
Again the land of virtue gai in’ds Veh ari. 
But Echo gathers. uapthe wind 340i! 
And owe her inftant foes behind.» phot. 
‘Amaz’d, with headlong: fpeed. the tends, 
Where late fhe left anchoft of friends 55077 
“Alas | thote fhrink: pe frivads deching,:, oie Be) 
or longer own tha: fotmldwiies 


With iear eat magi tbe Loliowe — i 





CA 
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~ And mn the lonely trembler fly po201 


YT ify 
LTT LY +4 endo 47 


i 


Or backward drive her onthe coaftyn 9) > 
. Where peace was wreck’d, and honour Toft.’ ets 
From earth, thus hoping 4 aid in sia bb gal as 7 a 
To beav’n not daring focomplain, « vi tO dace ee 
No truce, by hoftile clamour-giv’nyte ais yn 
And from the face of friendihip. diy? Pas il ci tir) Rages 
The nymph {unk proftrate onthe Mate 7 gti 
With all her weight of woes around. ihe ts 
Enthron’d withinia circling: ficys: thine aOult On. 904 
Upon a mount o’er: mountains high,” baa Seg stay 
Ail radiant fate, as ina fhriney <2 15 “. gn iny: Qsiod ae 
Virtue, firft efluence divine s 9- dire EN arash aly’ 
Far, far above the fcenesofwoey + %'g a7 201s) nsle 
That fhut this eloud-wrapt world belows 9 1 
Superior goddefs, elfence brig be ssa Lgag reliterd voMd 
Béauty-of uncreated lights)’ 96 20) eu. 01) ofadioh bows 
Whom fhould Mortality. furvey, Picts: fouD tcmoans) 
As doom’d upon a certain day, © “RoGi¥ Yaakoh es 
The breath of Frailty mutt expire,” eibisorw dosages 
The world diffolve inliving firey 0 ts eS 
The gems of heav’n, and folar. party egret 
Be quench’d by her eternal‘beam 3. 1 
And nature, quick’naing im her: eyes Ms i Atk is Mtg § 
To rife’a new born phenix, dié.a2}itiw Gy soso ig é 
“Hence unreveal’d to mortal wate sw ah ya Mo. 
A veil around her form fhe. threwy) © 0) v0 
Which three fad fitters of the fhade, ) bivo is 
Pain, Care, and Melancholy made.) 2 ioc) 4 
Thro’ this her all-enguiring’ eye,” aah,” ost 
Attentive from her {tation highs <0) 6). stil 3s 
Beheld, abandor’d ta sie. eas Gadget Se cap 
The ruins of her fav’rite fair By Bo oer Tem 
And with a voice, whofe j fal found, ait a ran etiel 


~» 


~ 





Appal’ d the guilty world around, iti Lage rabbi A, 
‘Bid-the tumv} ltuonsuwindsbietilhe: * oil ita: «FA Gea A 
Tonumbers bow’d each liftuing hi Uy! LP ateeitt 
Uncurl’d the furging of the Rising cA! eels 
And imooth’d the rhorny bed of patos: RES io 


‘The golden harp of heay'a the are ous spk dae 





ono {R 


‘And t thus the warefal I goddel® Big” ai ss 
‘¢ Lovely penitent, Biles Ly ae 

Come and claim thy Bae ; 

Come, thy fifter angels dave. 
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‘Thou hat, Wweptthy. {tains a *iiadichs Aiea 

Let experience inva Se ae 

'LTwi xt the good and evil try d,: Tae : 
eS 


In the {mooth, enchantéd'¢ 
Say, untold the treafiires oun 
“ Structures, rais’d by 
Sands, that trip the Ritti gitreams,  _ 
Down, that anchors on 1 the ait, Coat 
Clouds, that paint: their changes: Here vie 
«© Seas, that {nid6 thiy’ dimpting, Tie, ge ies 
‘While the ftorm impénds. on EAL ' eet 
Showing in an ébvions glafs,\” ie 
. Joys, that in poffeffion pals. 
ce Tranfient, fickle, light and ; £8Y) 
Flatt’ring, only to Betray 5 ee 
What, alas, can life contain! ee 
Life ! like alkits a ila ae s eit apes 
‘¢ Will the ftork, intedding rel, gee aay A 
On the billow build. her nett ? eink che eR 
~ Will the bee: demand his Ytoré , ne tk 


t 
ot 
ip 


PEPE LYS 


_From the bleak and bladelefs shore? ¥ es on - is 


*¢ Man, alone, intend o fray,,, poe 
Ever turns from wifdoni’s ¥ Ways r ee aps 
Lays up.wealth in forei adands 
Sows the fea, and ploug ghs the efind, 





“ Soon cain elemental’ inal, Ce ap eee 


Soon th’ encumb’ring worl ‘id fhall, Patt. 

Form be wrapt in wafting f 

Time be fpent, and. life ex : Sey, 
a6 Then, ye boaftéd Wor $0 Emery 

Where is your afylum then ? a ee ST 

Sons of pleafure, fons, of ae — is 3 saa 

Tell me mortals, tell mé ee 2 Joes 

_ “ Gone, like traces on the deep, 

Like a {ceptre, eralp’d in fleep, 

Dews, exhal’d from morning alaces, 






out | Ybor ye De 


* 
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Melting fnows, and gliding ’ fhades. . 


“¢ Pafsthe world, and what ’s behind A 


Virtue’s gold, by fire refin’d 5 
From an univerfe deprav’d, ; 
From the wreck of nature fay’d 

«¢ Like the life- fupporting grainy 
Fruit of patience, and of pain, | 
On the {wain’s autumnal day, 
-'Winnow’d from the chaffaway.. 

“¢ Little trembler, fear nO. more, 
Thou haft plenteotis crops in ftore— 
Seed, by genial forrow fown, i, 1s 
- More than all thy {corners own. Marge ee 

«“ What tho” hoftile earth defpife, 
Heav’n beholds with gentler eyes 3... 


Heav'n thy friendisls Reps fall goide, |. 


Cheer thy hours, and guard thy fide. 


«6 When the fatal trumph fhall found, | 


When th’ immortals pour around, 
Heav’n fhall thy return atteft, 
Hail’d by myriads of the blets'd. 


‘Lovely penitent, arife’; 
Calm thy bofom, clear thy brow, 
Virtueis thy fifternow. — 

«« More delightful are my Woes, 
Than the rapture, Pleafure PHENO 
Richer far the weeds | bring, 
Than the robes that grace a king. 

<¢ On my wars of fhorteft date, 
Crow ns of endlefs triumph w ait 5 3 
On my cares, a‘period blefs’d, } 
On my toils, eternal reft. 

' Come, with Virtue 





Till we gainour native fhore, | 
Sifter, come, and turn no, more,’? 


ee 


ok " 
4 
seoie 


Ber eat 2 ie 
«« Little native of the ikies, Ete fy 





Come, be.ev’ry bar defy'ds Pena 
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FABLE XVL 


B 


ti oh "Lov and Pity oY | 


SHE phon morning breath’ d perfume, 
The wal’ning flow’ rs unveil’d'thei ir bloom, ” 
Up with the fun, from fhort repofe, a 
Gay Health, aad lufy ae voles. 
The milk-maid carol’d at her pail, 
And Shepherds whiftled over. the dale 5 a 
When love,’ who led a rv ral life ag 
Remote from bulllé, fate, and Mtyifel Ey 
Forth from his thatch-roof’d cottage ioe 
And ftrol’d along the dewy gla 3 eek b 
Anymph, who lightly tripp’d it by, 
‘To quick attention turn’d his eye; 
He mark’d the gefture of the fire 
Her felf-{ufficient grace and air 3- 
Her fteps, that, mincing, meant to pleate, 
Hier ftudy’d negligence and eafe; 
And, curious to enguire what meant 
This thing of prettinefs and paint, 
Approaching, fpoke, and bow’d obfervant, 
The lady, lightly, “¢ Sir, your feryant,”” 
‘¢ Such beauty in fo rude a place! 
Fair one, you dothe country grace 3. 
At court, no doubt, the public atte sc a 
But Love has {mali acquaintance there.” 
Ves, Sir,’ replyed the flutt’ring dame, — 
This form confefles whence it came? 
But dear variety, you know, a: " 
Can make us pride and pomp forego. 
My uame is Vanity. Ifway _ 
The utmoft iflands ofthe fea, 
ayer my court all honour centers 5 . 
I raife the meaneft foul thatenters, ~ 
Endow with latent gifts and OrAaCeSy he 
And model fools for pofts and places, | 
4t As Vanity appoints at pleafure,’ 
The world receives its weight, and meafure ; 


~ All fmiling fifters, three times thpceme ON ee Sere x 


_ And Modefty, with down ‘caf CYEy.. 


JESS 





Hence all the grand.coneerns of,life, : 

JO¥s cares, plagues, paflions, peace, and rif 
Reflect how far my power. prevails, 
When I ftep in, where nature: fails, aie a 
And ev’ry breach-of fenfe repairing 


at 








fo} bane 
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Am bounteous. fill, . where heav’r is fpaking. 

“4 But chief in all their arts, and airs, eS fe ie 
Their playing, painting, pouts, and. pray "FS, : aa | 
‘Their various habitss and complections, . St 
Vits, trolics, foibles, and perfections, With tia ath 
Their robing, curling, and adornine,, . Le naar 
From neon to night, frem i ope mornigs dh Ena 
From fix to foxty,: fick or found, | Fa ar aes Ge oe 


' - < - : - a} 


r¢ : o 2 
oO Ss & ee ee ie N d 5 a 


I rulethe female wortd atound. y eS Srey ee 
*¢ Hold there a moment,”. Cupid cry ‘d, ea eee 
£- Nor boaft dominion ‘quite fo, ie: ie pa PRLS 
Was there no province to inyade, pe ie Leh Laan 
But that by love and tmheeknefs tway'd 5 ees Cope teas 
Allother empire L refign, fica eee eet FB 
But be the paula of beauty mine. be ite ee ee 
‘6 For in the downy. Tay DE peg ee 
That opens on a woman’s breaft, ane 
Attended by my peaceful train, si 
I choofe to live, and choofe to TEIGN. eign 
“* Farefighted Feith I: bring. along, cdl ty i 
And Truthabove an army roves, ee et eae ae 
And Chaftity, of icy‘ mold,” ize aor 
Within the burning tropics fk SOS ee a a 
And Lowlinefs, to whofe mild. brow, ht 
The pow’r and pride of nationsbow—— | = 3 > 











That lends the morn her virgin RigMe cee ae re 
And Innocence, array’d in light, YP dee re 
And Honour, as a tow’r upright 5 ee she sih Be a tee ‘ 
With fweetly wining. graces, more | S cpestt Moaeten veins SAE 
Than ‘poets ever dreamt of Yore,. ) ye ae eet 
In unaflected concud free, ghee = ae. 


And rofy Peace, the’ ‘cherub Blefs “dy pane Sees Bas 


17 Ch 


That nigh tly figs. us: llto reff, Be Nath: Sette bigs per 


iNY Bat 6 IVS 1 we Tt Ye 


a 
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4 Hence, from the ‘bad of nature’s prime, : 
_ From the frit ftep of f infant time, | 
Woman, the world’s appointed light, 
Has fkirted ev’ry fhade with white ; is 
Has ftood for imitation high,» 
To ev'ry heartandev’'tyeye: 
From ancient deeds of fair‘renown, >>. 
_ Has brought her bright memorials. down, 

To Time afix’d perpetual youth, = 

And form’d each tale of love and:trath, 
4 Upon a new ‘Promethean plan, | Pees Ay 
She moulds the eflence of aman— => Sis 
Tempers. his mafs, his ; genius fires, 

And, asa better foul, infpires. © 

“Phe rude the fokehs: warms the cba, 

Exalts the meek, and checks the-bold,' 
Calls Sloth from’ his fupine repofe, 
‘Within the coward’s bofom glows, © 
_Of pride unplumes the lofty: erett, — 

Bids bafhful merit ftand confefs’d,. 

And, like coarfe-metal fromthe mines, — ae 
Collects, irradiates, and refines. — Paget oa 
The gentle fcience, fhe imparts, : 
All manners {mooths, informs all’ erties | bak 
From her {weet influence are felt, UEP eee ih 
Paffions that pleafe, and thoughts see melts 

To ftormy rage fhe bids controul, | LOR eON- td 
And finks ferenely on the foul, — % Bit Bt CE a 
Softens Dentalion’sflintyrace, = =. 

And tunes the warring world to peace. 

Thus arm’d to all that’ slight and Neil 

And freed froin thy fantattic ‘chain, to 
‘She fills the fphére;: by: heav’ ’n affign’d, bre 
And, rul’d by, m=, 0 ’er-Fules mankind. ae ta Seite 450 
He { poke: “Phe nymph i impatient ody 
And laughing, thussher {peech ate ae 

«¢ And pray, fir, may [be fo bold, 
To hope your pretty tale js told, 1G i 4 i a fhe ays 
ane next demand,’ Without a cavil, HO 2 OLR E aceis 
iy d- A cero} yet: 


ae 
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“ } be y z 
What néw Utopia do youtravel?» > 
Upon my word, thefe high-fown fancies 
Show deph of learning—in romances. 
Why, what unfathion’d ftuff you tell us, ~, 
Of buckram dames, and tiptoe fellows ‘ 


Go, child ! and when you’re grown mattrer, 
; + ieee fein oe 'y u 
FE Pe ape 


You'll fhoot your next opinion furers: 


“© O fuch pretty knackat painting: © 


And all for foft’ning and for fainting! — 
Guefs now whocan, a fingle feature, : 


Thro’ the whole piece of female nature! _ epee 


Then mark, my lefler hand mayfit, 


‘The lines too coarfe: for Love tohit. ve ee 
<< ?Tis faid, that woman, prone to changing, — 


Thro’ all the rounds of folly ranging, 
Qn life’s uncertain ocean riding, © | 

No reafon, rule, nor rudder, guiding, . 

Is like the comet’s wand’ring light, 
Excentric, ominiousy and bright... « 
Tracklefs, and fhifting as the wind, . 

A fea, whofe fathom none can finds. . 


A moon, ftill changing, andrevolvingy,. 





A riddle, paft all human folvings . 
A blifs, a plagues'atheav’n, a hell, Ba 
A——fomething, that noman,can tell, 
“+ Novy learn afecretfroma friend,» 
But keep your council, andattend. » | ., 





“© Tho’ in their tempers thought fo diftant, ts 


Nor with their fex, nor felves confiftent, 
Tis but the diff'rence ofa name, 


And ev’ry;woman isthe fame. ‘ 

For asthe world, however vaty’d, ©... 

And, thro’ unnamber’d changes carry’d, 
_ Of elemental modes and forms, * 


Clouds, meteors, colours, calms,.and ftorms,, ~ 


Tho’ ina thoufand fuits array’d, _ 

Is of one fubjeft-matter made, 

So fir, a woman’sconftitution, 

The world’s enigma, find folution, 
And let her form be what you will 


aS 
7 
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Tamthe fubje@-effence Rill. igs; 


“With the tirft fpark of foal cate nf 


The {peck of being, Icommence, -: 


Within the womb make frefh advances, 5 


- And diate future’ qualms and fancies $ 
Thence in the growing-form expand, 
With childhood travel hand in hand, 
And give a tafteto all their joys,: ie 


In gewgaws, rattles, pomp, and noife, 2 


_ And now, familiar, and unaw’dy. 

I fend the flute’ring foul abroad 

Prais’d for her thape, her air, her mein, 

The eels goudels, and thequeen, 

Takes at her infant fhrine-oblation, - 
And peer {weet draughts of adulation. 

‘¢ Now blooming, tall, erect, and fair, 

To drefs, becomes her darling CAleS si: 
“Therealms of beauty then I bound, 

I {well the hoop’s enchanted round, 
Shrink in the waift’s defcending wien 
Heav’din the {nowy bofom, rife, 

High onthe floating lappet fail, 

Or, curl’d in treffes kifs the’ gale, 
Then to her glafs, I lead the farr, 

And fhow the lovely idol there, | 
Where, ftruck as by divine emotion, 
She bows with molt fincere devotion, 
And, numb’ring ev’ry beauty o’er 
In ee bids the world adore... ° 

** Then all for parking, and parading, 

Coqueting, dancing, maiquerading + 


397. 


For balls, plays, courts, and crouds what aos & : 


And churches, fometimes—if the fathion 5 
For woman’s fenfe of right and wrong, 
Is rul’d by the almighty; throng, 

Still turns to each meander. tame, | 
And {wims the ftraws of ev’ry. {tream.. 


Her foul intrinfic worth rejedis, es Spek 


Accomplifh’d oply in defects, 
Such excellence 1 is her ambition, 
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Folly, her wifeft acquifition, » ew Kc 


And ev’n from pity and daidatn, oo) oats 
She'll cull fome reafon tobe vain. — 


“ Thus, fir, from every formand feature, 


The wealth and wantsoffemale nature, - 


And ev’n from Vice, which you’d admire, 


I gather fuel to my firey oo) el BEE Lh 


Andon the very bafe of thames fo Ye pepe? 


Ere<t my monument of fame. 
‘s Let me another truth attempt, <  , 
Of which your godfhipshas not dreamt. — 


‘“ Thofe thinipg-wirtues w hich you mufter, — 


Whence, think you,.they derive their lufirs 2" jy 
From native honour, and devotion}... 6 


Truft me, from titled dames to fpinners, 
*Tis Lmake faints, whoe’er makes: {inners 5. 
Tis Linftruét them,to withdraw, ) 2). : 
And hold perfum ptuous man in awe5., 
¥or female werth, as Linfpire, ©. 201): « 
in juft degrees, ftill mounts the highers_ 


O yes, a mighty likely notion!» 





And Virtue, fo extremely nices:. | saa .ied 


' Demands long toil, and mighty prices a ae 


“Like Sampfon’s pillars, fix’diclate,’ eee” 
I bear the fex’s tott’ring flatey — tatfes 
Sap thefe, and in a faoment’s fpacey* o . 

’ Down finks the fabricktoits bale, : 

Alike from titles, and from toys;: 

I fpring, the fount of female joys, 

In every widow, wife, and'mifs, 

The fole artificer of blife: el pate: 

For them each tropic lexplores). 

1 cleave the fand of ev’ry thore $3: © > 

To them uniting India’s fail, Hea 1S 

Sabeea breathes her fartheft gale 3. 

For them the bullion Drefine, | 
Dig fenfe, and virtue from, the mine, 
And from the bowels of invention,” 
Spin out the various arts you mefitioa, 


i ae i eae * 
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Nor blifs alone my pow’rs beftows _ 
They hold the fovereign balm of woe. 
Beyond the ftoic’s boafted. anes a ’ He 
I foothe the heaving's of the heart 3 3, Pa a. ae 
To pain give {plendout : and relief, Seer clans 
And gild the pallid face of Grief, } Mats 

‘« Alike the palace and the Heat i 
Admit the glories of my reign 5 ; 

Thro’ ev’ry age, in ev’ry nation, bo age 

Tafte, talents, tempers, ftate, and Ration, aeeri 
Whate’er a woman fays, [fay 5 

Whate’er a womanfpends, I pay 5 5 

Alike L&ll, and empty bags, 

Wiutter in finery and rags, 

With light coquets thro’ folly Paige, ea 
And with the prude difdainto change. shes 

*¢ And now you’d think Jtwixt youand I, : 

That things were ripe for a ‘reply—, . 
But foft, and while I’m in the mood, 
Kindly permit me toconclude, _ 
Their utmoft mazes to unravel, 

And touch the fartheft ftep, they travel. 

‘¢'When ev’ry pleafure’ $ run aground, 
And Fol ly tir’d thro’ many a round, ee) oa 
The nympa conceiving difcontent hence, Tile do eae 
May ripen to an. hours repentance, . 3 
And vapours fhed in pious moifture, — 
‘Difmils her to a church, orcloifter 3° 
Then on Llead her, with devotion, 
Confpicuous in her dre{s and motion, 
Infpire the heav’nly- -breathing air, 

Roll upthe lucideyein pray’'r,  ~ 
Soften the voice, and in the face, . a 
Look melting harmony and grace. 

‘¢ Thus far extends my friendly pay Ft 

Nor quits her in her lateft hour ; 

The couch of decent pain I {pread, 

In formrecline her languid head, ” i 

‘Her thoughts | methodize in death, - — 
RE an Ga eae 
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And part not with her parting breath 5 - 
Then do I fet, inorder BERD ce 
A length of, funeral pomp to fight, © Ra 
The glit? ring tapers, and attire, eA OR 6. 
~The plumes that whiten o’er her bierg. © °° 
And laft, prefenting to her eye, ae Vek, a es 
Angelic Pinaries on High, oie 
‘To fcenes of ‘painted bits T waft hers 
And form the heay’n fhe hopes hereafter? i 
$¢ In truth,” rejoin’d Love’ s gentle rod, - * 
‘¢’You’ve gone a tedious length of road, — pie 
And ftrange, inall the toilfome. way, hey Sree 
No houfe of kind refrefhmeént Yay3' > / Bis oy hi 8 
No nymph, whofe virtues might have tempted 
To hold her froniher {ex exempted, 
“¢ For one, we'll never quarrel, man ¢ 
Take her,‘and keep her if’ youcan; 
And pleas’d Lyieldto your petition, 
Since every fair, by fuch permiffion, AT eae 
Will hold herfelf the one feleéted, : , 
And fo my fyftem ftands protected. vn 
‘© deaftovirtue, deaf toglory, 
_ To truths divinely vouch’d inftory ! ~ a 
_The godhead in his zeal return’d, — - 
And kindling’ at her malice’ bur : 
‘Then fweetly rais’d his voice, a 
Ot heay’nly nymphs, rever’d ofolds 
Hypfipyle, who fav’d her fire ; 
And Portia’s love, approv’d by fire; E 
Alike Penelope was quoted, 
Nor laurel’d Daphine pafs’d unnoted, 
- Nor Laod3mia’s fatal garter, — - . 
Nor fam’d Lucretia, hononr’s mart¢ry 
Alcefte’s voluntary feel, Woot 
And Cath’rine, fmiling on the wheel. 
*¢ But who can hope to plant ne a 
Where cavil grows on contradiction BP este f 
Some fhe evades or difavows, Os ers 
Demurs to all, and nene- allosys 5 re / 
A kind of ancient thing, call’d fables! 
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And thos tie goddels t turn’d thetables, 
~ Now ‘both tn argument grew high, 

And cholar flafh’d¢rom either oe 

Wor wonder cach refus’d to ‘yield 

Phe conqueft of fo fair a field. 

When happily arriv’d in-view, Sed 
A goddefs, whom our prandames knewy  ~ 
OF afpe@t, grave, and-fober gait, * - 
Majeftic, awful, and fedate—s | e 


As heav’n Sualeueinal eve TEreneyy os Potty 


Where not a cloud oréreatt thé awe 


Once Prudence call’d, a matron fam’ fe mite S2 


And in old Rome, ‘CoP icia nam’d, 
Quick at a venture, both agree, 
To leave their ftrife to her decree. 
And now by eachthe fa@ts were. fated, 
In ‘orm, and manuer as related 5. 
The cafe was fort, They: hail aiopinioliy’ 
Which held o’er females chief dominion 5 
When thus the goddefs, anfw’ring enildy: 
Firft thook her gracious head, and fmil’ds 
‘¢ Alas ! how willing to comply, 
Yet how unfit judge a am I, 
In times of golden date, "tis tr ue, 
I fhar’d the fickle {ex ayit you ; 
But from their prefence long precluded, 
Or held as one whofe form ad ase 
Faull fifty annual fans can tell, 
Prudence has bid the fex f rewelly? 
In this dilemma, ‘what to do, 
Or whoto think of, neither new $. 
- For both, {til} biafs’d in opinion, 
And arrogant of fole dominion, 
Were forc’d to ho the cafe compounded,. 
Or leave the quarrelavhere they foundit.. . - 
. When inthe nick, arural any 
Of inexperienc’d gait and air, — 
Who ne’er had crofs’d the ceighbirins tae 
Nor feen the world beyoud a wake, 
With ase coil, and. kerchief clear 
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Tript lightly by them o’er the greens 


~& Now, now!” ery’d Love’s triumphant child, , 
And at approaching conqueft fmil’d,. <6...) 49 5, 
‘¢ If Vanity will once be guided,» . ga ES 
Our dif’rence foon may bedecided 3 _ 
Behold yon wench, a fit occafion, | 
To try your force.of gay perfuafion. 
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And if your prevalence of arty 95 = 5 5 
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I give thefav'rite conteft.o’er, Wits bettas 
‘And ne’er will boaft my. empire more.” 
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"That erft had wounded manyahearts . ~ 

Then bending, drew it to the head's) 2a 

The bow-ftring twang’d, the arto ny Hedy: 

And, to her fecret foul addrefs’d, 7) 

"Pransfix’d the whitenefs ofher breaft, 

- But here the dame, whofe guardian care, . 

Had to a moment watch’d the fair, ! 

At once her pocket-mirror drew, 

And held the wonder fullin view s 

Asquickly, rang’d in order bright, 

A thoufand beauties rufh to fight, — 

A world of charms, till now unknown, 

A world, reveal’dto her alones = 

Enraptur’d ftands the love-fick maid, 

Sufpended o’er the darling fhade, 

Here only fixes to.admire, bets 3 bis . 

And centers every fond defire.; ‘gh 
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